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THE AKGUMENT. 



" Arisiophanis AvaiarpaTt]. Schol. Lysistr- 173, KaWiov apxovTOS 
if' oil HarjxBri to Spaiia. Arg. Lysistr., iSiSd\6t] tTri KaWtov apxfvff^ 
roil nera KXeoKpiTov dpZavros. fiarJKrai Si SiA KaWiaTpdrov. Schol. 
Lysistr. 1096, iiri SiKsXiaf e/ieWov TrXtiv jrpo trwv Teaadpwv rijc 
naBEatiae tovtov tov Spa/iaTog. Four years were the actual interval, 
''om the sailing of the expedition, b. c. 415, Slpou£ fiiaovvTog, to the 
uionysia of the Archon Callias, b. c. 411. Musgrave has neglected 
these testimonies, and has followed Petitus in the chronology of 
this Play, which he( places in 01. 92, 4, or three years helow the true 
time." Clinton, Fasti Hellenici, p. 73. Droysen, (Introduction to the 
Lysistrata, p. 127,) " It ha? not been recorded whether this play was 
brought on the stage at the Leneean festival, or at the Dionysia, 
i. e. in January or March of the year 411. According to the internal 
evidence of the time, the latter would appear the more probable." 
The plot is this : — Lysistrata, the wife of an Athenian magistrate, 
takes it into her head to attempt a pacification between the belli- 
gerents. She summons a council of women, who come to a deter- 
mination to expel their husbands from their beds, until they con- 
clude a peace. In the mean time the elder women are commissioned 
to seize the Acropolis, and make themselves masters of the money 
which had been stowed therein for the purposes of war. Their 
design succeeds ; and the husbands are reduced to a terrible 
plight by the novel resolution of their wives. Ambassadors at 
length come from the belligerent parties, and peace is concluded 
with the greatest despatch, under the direction of the clever Lyai>> 
tr&ta. 



LYSISTEATA. 



[SCKNE — llie front of a Jioiise.] 

Lrs. Well ! if one had summoned them to the temple of 
Bacchus,' or Pan, or Colias,'^ or Genetyllis, it would not even 
have been possible to pass through by reason of the kettle- 
drums : but now not a single woman is present here ; saving 
that my neighbour here is coming forth. \_Enter Calonice/] 
Welcome, Calonice ! 

Cai.on. And you too, Lysistrata ! Why are you troubled ? 
Be not of a sad countenance, child ! for it does not beseem you 
to arch^ your eyebrows. 

Lys. I am inflamed in my heart, Calonice, and am greatly 
vexed on account of us women, because we are conisidered 
among men to be bad ; 

Calon. For.'* by J ove, we are so ! 

Lys. and when it was told^ them to meet together here, 

' " Bacchus was considered libidinous. Eur. Ph. 21, o S' riiovy Suig, 
itG re Bayxetov •jrttTbiv, eoirtipev iifiXv irdiSa.*' Enqer, 

^ " Colias and Genetyllis were by-names of Venus. At the orgies 
of the above-mentioned deities the kettle-drum {rvinravov) was indis- 
pensable." Droysen. "The difference in Usage betwften tie and it 
m the comic writers is this; tig is used before vowels, Iq before con- 
sonants. The tragic writers so far recede from this rule, as to write 
sc before a vowel, when the metre requires it. Cf. Person, Proef. 
Hec. p. Ivi. On the other side, see Fritzache ad Thesm. vs. 657 
Elmsley'a opinion, (ad Acharn. vs. 42,) who would expel is from t'le 
comic writers altogether, is plainly false." Enger. 

* " ro|o7ro(eiv TaQ Stjtpvg' (rvarps^tiv ovrrtf," Sesychiua^ 

* See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 21. 

» Hermann (Vig. n. 213), Matthia (Gr. Gr. § 564), Kon (Greg. 
Cor. p. 159), and Enger (ad loc.) consider these forms to be nomina- 
tivet absolute. On the contrary, Kriiger (Gr. Gr. § 56, 2, obs. 5) and 
Jtlf (Gr. Gr. § 700) consider them aceuaatives absolute. Philologer » 
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to deliberate about no small matter, they sleep, and have not 
come. ; 

Calon. But, my dearest, they will come. Of a truth wo- 
men find it difficult to get out. For one of us goes poking • 
about her husband, another wakens the servant, another puts 
the child to bed, another washes hers, another feeds hers with 
morsels. 

Lys. But indeed there were other matters more important 
for them than these. 

Calon. What is the matter, dear Lysistrata, for which 
you summon us women? What is the affair? Of what 
size is it ? 

Lts. Great. 

Calon. Is it also thick ? ^ 

Lys. And thick, by Jove. 

Calon. Why, how then have we not come ?3 

Lys. This is not the fashion of it ; for, if it had been so, 
we should have quickly assembled. But there is a certain 
affair which has been investigated by me, and revolved with 
much sleeplessness. 

Calon. Doubtless the matter revolved is somewhat subtle. 

Lys. Aye, so subtle, that the safety of all Greece depends 
upon"* the women. 

Calon. Upon the women? Why, it depended^ on a slight 
thing then. 

Lys. Since'' the affairs of the state depend upon us, either 
that there should be no longer any' Peloponnesians 

would do well to reflect whether the list of accusatives absolute be 
not already fuller than can be maintained by fair argument. Cf. 
Vosp. 1288. 

' The Scholiast quotes from Sophron, 

iv^ddi KwrdZoviTi TrXiXarai yvvaTKCQ. 
For this use of the aorist, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, obs. 3. 

' " Quod dixit Lysistrata /isya, accipit Calonice de virili membro. 
Brtmc/c. 

'■' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, obs.'2, and note on Pax, 1077. 

* See Hermann, Vig. n. 388. 

Enger, objecting to fx'"'^'" '"■' ">'<'C, as an unstatuteable con 
struction, reads stt' iXiyov ix"'"' apa, which is a slight modification 
jf Dobree's emendation. 

• See Elmsley's note on Acharn. vs. 335. 

' " Lysistrata was going to add 'nr any Athenians,' but stops Jier- 
self, lest she should utter any thing ill-omened for her own country. 
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Calon. Then, by Jove, 'tis best they should no longer 
exist. 

Lts. and that all the Boeotians perish utterly.' 

'^AT^ON. Not all, pray ; exempt the eels.^ 

Lts. But about Athens I will utter no such ill language.* 
Do you conjecture something^ else ! If the women assemble 
here, both those from BcEotia, and those from the Peloponnese, 
an J wcfrom Attica, we shall save Greece in common. 

Calon. What prudent or brilliant action could women 
accomplish ? we, who sit decked* out, wearing saffron-coloured 
robes, and beautified, and wearing loose Cimmerian vests, and 
sandals ? 

Lts. For" in truth these are even the very things, which I 
expect will save us ; the little saffron-coloured robes, and the 
unguents, and the sandals, and the alkanet root, and the trans- 
parent vests. 

Calon. In what manner, pray ? 

Lys. So that none of the men of the present day lift a spear 
against each other 

Calon. Then, by the two goddesses, I'll get me a saffron 
robe dyed. 

Brunch. " This passage has been misunderstood by Brunck, Din- 
dorf, and Bothe, who think Bouariove rt in vs. 35 corresponds to this 
uriTc. The Scholiast rightly explains, '/ii) irtiaSivrag iijuu /iriTi Toiig 
Airivaiove liT/re Toie TliKovovvTiaiovQ (/tijiclr' tlvai). iig ^iKoirarpti 
Sc airiatiiirriac Toig 'Ai^vaiovg.' He might have added )} TretaSevrag 
TTiv "EXXaJa aindrivai, — although vua&ivTag is scarcely correct, — for 
the correlative to rj in vs. 33, is what is contained in 39 — 11." Enger. 

' Comp. note on Av. 1597. 

' Comp. Acharn. 880. Pax, 1005. 

' " t-iriyXtaiTTtiaoiiat, ominabor. Cf. .Ssch. Prom. 927. Schol. ad 
Choeph. lots." Enger. " imyXioaaH- iiroiuviZov Sia yXiaTTfig." 
Hesychiua. 

* " Alirid te ttapicari velim. So Plut. 361, ai) fitiSiv eig ifC iirovott 
TotovTO, hoc in melius accipe." Brunck " on AnoKovvTai SijKovoTi." 
Scholiast. "Have thou a different notion of me." Wheelwright. 
" Bessres denk von mir." Droysen. 

' " Who sit dress'd out with flowers, and bearing robes 

Of saffron hue, and richly broider'd o'er 

With loose Cimmerian vests and circling sandals." Wheelwright 
" ZavdiZiaSai- Koafulaiai rigrpixag, v pdirrfadai airag." Hesychiui. 
Menander, t^v yvvaitca yap Tr)v aiiffiov' oii iti rig rpiyag iav^ir. 
roulv. Cf. Eustath. II. A. p. 82. 

* See Hermann Vig.' n. 29&. 
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Lys. nor take a shield 



Galon. I'll put on a Cimmerian vest. 

Lts. ^nor little sword. 

Calon. I'll get sandals. 

Lts. Ought not, then, the women to have been present ? 

Calon. No, by Jove, but to have come flying long ago.' 

Lts. Nay, my dear,^ you'll see than thorough Attic — doing 
every thing later than they ought. Yet not even from the 
people of the sea-coast^ is any woman present, nor from 
Salamis. 

Calon. But those, I well know, have crossed over at day- 
break in the swift boats. 

Lts. Nor have the Acharnian women ■• come, whom I ex- 
pected and counted on to come hither the first. 

Calon. At any rate the wife of Theogenes^ consulted the 
statue of Hecate, with the intention of coming hither. But 
see ! here now are some coming !. and, again, some others are 
coming ! Hah ! hah ! Whence are they ? 

Lts. From Anagyrus. 

Calon. Aye, by Jove ! In sooth niethinks Anagyrus^ has 
oeen set in motion. [^Enter Myrrhina.'] 

Mterh. Surely we have not come too late, Lysistrata? 
What do you say ? Why are you silent ? 

Lts. I do not commend you, Myrrhina, who have only now 
come about so important a matter. 

' " Nay, but, by Jove, they should have flown long since." 

WTieelwrigkt. 

' "Although the feminine of fiiXioQ is iisXia (Vesp. 312), yet the 
vocative w iiiXt is applied to either sex." Brunch. Cf. Eccles. 245. 

' " The P(Wffl?i are those that dwell on the sea-coast." Draysen. 
See Herm. Pol. Ant. § 106. 

* " The Acharnian women, the neighbours of the Athenian wo- 
men, had, through their numerous losses, learnt to hate the war 
right heartily." Voss. They were distant from Attica only Ix. 
stadia. For the construction, lee notes on Pax, 791. Thesm. 502. 

» " Whether this Theogenes he the Theogenes mentioned in Av. 
822, may be__ doubted. For the Hecateion, see Vesp. 804." Droysen. 
doiieaTUov ^pej-o is Bentley's emendation (ad CalUm. Fr. ccxxvii.) 
for ruKaTiov dvy^iTo.^ Compare Lobeck, Aglaoph. p. 1337. " ovtos 
SeiKig ^v' fixe Si '^Kartie dyaXna, ov iirwddvCTO icavraxov airiwv." 
Scholiast. 

• This was one of the Attic demi, so called from a hero of that 
name, who having overturned the houses belonging to it, gave rise 
to the proverb nvcTc liv 'Avayupoj' It also dei oted a stinking plant. 
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Myrrh. I bad greatdifficulty in findin g my girdle in the 
jlark. But if it be very pressing ,' tell it to us now we are 
present. 

Lys. No, by Jove ; but let us wait for a little while for the 
women from Boeotia and from the Peloponnese to come. 

!Myrrh. You say far better. But see ! here now's Lampito 
approaching ! [^Enter Lampito.'] 

Lys. O dearest Laconian I welcome, Lampito ! How your 
beauty, dearest, shines forth ! What^ a fresh colour you 
have ! how vigorous your body is ! You^ould_£z^ throt tle 
a bull. 

Lamp. I fully believe so, by the two goddesses ! I exercise 
myself and spring against my buttocks. 

Lys. What beautiful breasts^ you have ! 

Lamp. Upon my word you handle me like a victim. 

Lys. But from what country is this other young woman ? 

Lamp. By the two goddesses, a Boeotian of rank is coming 
to you. l^Enter Bcsotian.'] 

Lys. Aye, by Jove, Boeotian, with a beautiful bosom.* 

Calon. And, by Jove, with the hair very neatly plucked 
out. 

Lys. Who Is the other girl ? \_Enter Corinthian.'] 

Lamp. A good one, by the two goddesses : but a Corinthian. 

Lys. Aye, by Jove, she is evidently good,' — see here 1 in 
these parts ! 

Lamp. But who brought together this company of women ? 

Lys. I here ! 

Lamp. Then say* to us what you wish. 

Lys. Yea, by Jove, my dear woman. 

' "Doch wenn es so ausserst dringend ist." Droyaen 

• Comp. Eq. 269. Pax, 1045. 

• Comp. Vesp. 933. Av. 826. Nub. 2, and vs. 1085, infra. 

• Supply iici'ti from the former line. 

' Comp. vs. 1157, infra. There is a play on x''^^'^^ x^^^^C- The 
loose character of the Corinthian women was notorious. 
" Tiichtig, meiner Seelen, ist 

Und recht Korinthiscn ihr Doppelhafen hier und dort." Droysm. 
rauT-ayi is used SuktikSiq. Bergler renders it, "bonamprofecto esse 
apparet hinc ex Utis indiciis." Enger, who approves of Bergler's m- 
terpretation, adds, "i. q. Kara ye ravra a iimv Ivreviivi. ivrtviir 
is used in the same way again in vs. 802, (caJ MvpuviStie yap "• 
rpaxvi; ivreviiv." 

• " iiovaiSSti- XaXiX, u/itXtl." Heaychivt. 
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Mykrh. Mention, then, the important business, whatever 
thi^ is. 

Lys. I will now mention it. But before I mention it, I 
will ask you this small question. 

Myrrh. Whatever you please. 

Lys. Do you not long for the fathers of j'our children, who 
are absent on military service? for I well know that th^ 
husband of each one of you is abroad.' 

Galon. In truth my husband has been absent, unhappy 
man, five months in Thrace, guarding Eucrates.^ 

Lys. And mine has been absent seven whole months in 
Pylos. , 

Lamp. And mine, even if he ^ver does depart from the 
ranks,^ having taken up his shield, flies off and disappears. 

Lys. But not even a spark of a paramour is left ; for since 
the Milesians* betrayed us, I have not seen a thing of the 
kind, which might have consoled us in the absence of our 
husbands. Would you be willing, therefore, with me to put 
an end to the war, if I were to find a contrivance ? 

Mykrh. Yea, by the two goddesses, I would be willing, if 
I were obliged even to pawn this upper garment, and drink 
the proceeds this very day.^ 

Galon. Methinks I would even cut myself in half like a 
turbot and give ^ it away. ' 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 1, obs. 3. Cf. vs. 92. 

' "This tucrates is not the person mentioned in Equit. 129, 
and elsewhere; but probably a brother of the celebrated Nicias. 
After the battle of jEgospotami he was nominated general by the 
people, and offered resistance to the oligarchs, who sought to win 
him over to their intrigues. For this he was put to death as soon 
as the Thirty came into power. See Lysias' speech on the confisca- 
tion of the property left by Nicias' brother. We know nothing 
more accurately about the expedition alluded to in the text." Droya. 

3 " raySc, with the first syllable short. Hence rayovxoq with the 
same quantity, ap. jEsch. Eum. 296. But ra-yig lengthens the first 
syllable. " Brunok. 

* " The Milesians, at the instigation of Alcibiades, had revolted in 
ilie summer of the year 412. Cf. Thuc. viii. 17. Hence the sarcastic 
proverb iraKai ttot' i^aav okKifioi MiX^ciot." Droysen, 

» "So mir Gott, 

Ich sicher, rausst' Ich auch sogleich mein Mantelchen 

Im Triidel versetzen und — vertrinken diesen Tag." I'roj'wt*. 

• See note on Tliesm. 526. 
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Lamp. And I would even go up to Taygetus, if there ' 1 
were about to get a sight of peace. 

Lvs. I will ^ mention it ; for the matter must not remain 
concealed. We, O women, if we are to compel the men to be 
at peace, must abstain 

Myrrh. From what ? tell us ! 

Lts. Will you do it then ? 

Myrrh. We will do it, even if we must die. 

Lys. Then we must abstain ^ from the marriage-bed. Why 
do you turn away from me ? Whither are you going ? Ho 
you ! why do you compress your lips and shake your heads al 
me ? Why is your colour changed ? Why is the tear let fall : 
Will you do it, or will you not do it ? or what do you pur 
pose * to do ? 

Myrkh. I cannot do it ; let the war go on ! 

Calon. Neither can I, by Jove ! let the war go on.^ 

Lys. You say this, you turbot ? And yet,^ just now, you 
said you would even cut yourself in half. 

Calon. Any thing else, any thing else, whatever you wish. 
I am willing to walk even through fire, if I must: this' 
rather than the loss of conjugal rights ; for there's nothing 
like them, dear Lysistrata. 

Lys. (to Myrrhina). What, then, do you say? 

Myrkh. I also am willing to walk through fire. 

Lys. Oh, our entire race, devoted to lewdness ! No w on- 
der.jTagedies^ are, mad e from us : for we are nothing but 
"Neptune and a boat."* But, my dear Laconian, vote 

' ojra = 6i iKii. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 15, obs. 1. For iStiv 
we must read iSr)v. 

» Cf. vs. 97. Eq. 40. Ran. 1461. Soph. Aj. 88. Rex, 95. ^sch. 
Theb. 371. 

» See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 18, and § 44, 4, obs. 2. 

' "Was zogert ihr?" Droysen. " Ant quid cogitatiaf" Brunck. 
Wliich is preferable. Soph. Col. 317, ap' tariv; ap' oix lariv; t] 
yvMfiy wXavio ; 

* Eqiiit. 670, oi ico/itOa avovi&v' o iroKinog ipiririn. For this 
position of ydp, cf. Vcsp. 217. i 

" Cf. vs. 355. Hermann, Vig. n. 332. 

' TovTo refers to the notion contained in the preceding line, and 
not to any specific word. This is often the case also with S and 
airo. See Viger, p. 289. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 58, 2, obs. 8. Eceles. 
♦65, 887, 888. Plut. 236, 492, 524, 645, 778. Aves, 604, 768. 

' Alluding to such characters as the Pbsedra of Euripides. 

• "This singular allusion is to the Sophoclean tragedy of Tyro, 
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with me ! for if only you side ■with nie, we may yet restcrci 
the affair. 

Lamp. By the two goddesses, women find it hard to sleep 
alone without a hushand. Yet still ' we must do it, for tlrere 
is great need of peace. 

Lys. thou dearest, and the only woman out of these I 

Galon. But if we were to abstain as much as possible from 
what^ you now mention, (which may heaven forefend !) would 
peace be made aught the more for this ? 

Lys. Aye, much, by the two goddesses ! For if we were 
to sit* at home painted, and approach them lightly clad in our 
vests of fine linen, having the hairs plucked off our bosoms, 
the men would becpme enamoured, and desire to lie with us ; 
and if we were not to come nigh them, but abstain, they would 
quickly make peace, I well know.^ 

Lamp. Of a truth ■ Menelaus, when he had taken a side 
glance at the breasts* of Helen when naked, threw away his 
sword, I believe. 

Myrrh. But what, my friend, if our husbands leave us ? 

Lys. The saying of Pherecrates,^ "to flay a skinned dog.'' 

Galon. These similes are idle talk. If they should lay 
hold of us and drag us to the chamber by force ? 

Lts. Do you hold on by the doors. 

where the beautiful girl appears with Neptune in the beginning, 
and at the close with two little boys, whom she exposes in a boat." 
Droysen. 

' Brunck reads ofiuiQ ya iihv Sir SiX yap iipavag fiaX' av, from the 
conjecture of Toup on Suid. ii. p. 164. Enger, o/xuf ya iiav Bel tclq 
yip itpdvae ficiK' av, from the conjecture of Tyrwhitt on Suid. iv 
p. 420. 
^ Sec Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs. 1. 

' For this form, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 38, 6. Cf. Hermann, Vig. 
n. 280. Dawes M. C. p. 440. 

• For this use of olS' 8rt at the end of a verse, cf. 59, 764. Plut. 
183, 889. Pax, 365, 373, 1296. Nub. 1175. Aves, 1401. 

' Tlie allusion is to the Andromache of EuviDides, where Peleui 
thus reproaches Menelaus, vs. 628, 

oiiK EKTai/£5 yvvouKa \tiplau Xafiwu, 
iW oi? EcrcTdc? /jiaiTTdif, iK0a\ti}V ^t0o?, 
fpiXijft.' E^E^tt), irp'oSoTiv aiKoXKuiV Kvva, 
¥i(T(Ttov 'jTEt^y/ctos KuTTpt^o?, w KCLKLaTE *rv. 

" " Pherecrates was one of the most distinguished comedians o, 
the day." Droysen, " The proverb is used of those who labour in 
vain." Brunck. 
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Galon. But what if they beat us ? 

Lts. You must be niggardly of conjugal rights ; for there 
is no pleasure in these acts which are accomplished by force 
Besides, you must pain them ; and be assured they will very 
soon give up. For a man • will never be delighted, unless it 
suits the woman."'' 

Galon. If in truth you two are decided about this, we also 
agree.^ 

Lamp. And so we will persuade our husbands every wliere 
justly to keep peace without deceit. In what way, however, 
could* any one, on the other hand, persuade the unstable 
crowd of -the Athenians not to talk nonsense? 

Lys. We of course will persuade our party. 

Lamp. Not as long as the triremes are in readiness* and 

' We should evidently read avT)p, inasmuch as avijp and yuvi) are 
here opposed notions, 

' " SviiipipyavTi Tov apuoZrirai." Scholiast. 

' This verse is also found in Av. 1630. Reisig (Conject. p. 133) 
would place the comma after aijiifiv. 

* For this emphatic use of icai, cf. vs. 836, infra. Nub. 785, 840. 
Ran. 737. Aves, 508, 1446. Pax, 1289. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, 
obs. 16. Enger reads ttS Ka nc ifnruaeiev ai firi TrXaSSiijv ; Dobree 
had conjectured tt^ icd -ij avaveiaiuv ; For jrXaJJiqv, cf. vs. 990, 
and KiJn on Greg. Cor. p. 229. 

' A somewhat similar construction is Herod, ix. 66, Sjriuc mitrbv 
opium a-TTovSfjc exovra. Compare also Soph. Rex, 709, uavriKric 
ixov 7-sx'")!.'- Dindorf renders it, " Non persuadebis, quamdiu saltern 
triremes instruantur ;" and Brunck, " Neguicquam, qvamdiu in tri- 
remes conferentur studia." The Ravenna MS. exhibits airovlaQ, 
Aldus ov XierTTojriJyaf. Befltley conjectured oiiK aarriSac. " The 
Athenians had bestowed their treasure in the inner cell of the temple 
of Minerva. At the beginning of the war it had consisted of 6000 
talents of silver, of which sum 1000 talents were set aside for cases 
of extreme necessity. These were also touched in the course of the 
Archon-year in which the Lysistrata was brought upon the stage." 
Draysen. Cf. Plut. 1194. Bothe and Enger, rejectmg in toto the 
construction of l^w with a genitive, adopt the emendation of Valcke- 
nar, Eur. Diatrib. p. 235. Enger reads oSx 4c iroSag y ixinvn rai 
rpiJipug, and adds, " &: primus intellexit Koenius ad Greg. Cor. p. 
188, qui Hesychium affert; ag' twg, Sttoi;, ttivpv ov. Koenius ad 
Greg. Cor. p. 189, et Dobrsus rptripug, quod recepimus." But in 
such phrases as dig ilxf voSHv, votiov is not the genitive governed ly 
efxe, but the GenititmsRespectua = quod pedes attinet. See Kriiger, Gr. 
Gr. §47, 21. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 172. Arnold, Greek Ex. §146, 
». And with this view only have the recent editors left the genitive 
in the text. Moreover, finger's ovx is wrong, unless followed by 
• comma or longer stop. 
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the inexhaustible sum of money is in the temple of the god- 
dess 

Lts. But this also has been well provided for ; for to-day 
wo shall seize upon the Acropolis. For orders have been 
given to the oldest to do this,* while we arrange these mat 
ters, to seize upon the Acropolis while pretending to sacrifice. 

Lamp. It may be altogether well,^ for so you represent it. 

Lys. Why then, Lampito, do we not swear to these things 
as soon as possible, that they may be inviolable ? 

Lamp. Produce the oath, that we may swear. 

Lts. You say well. Where is the policewoman P^ Whither 
are you staring ? Set the shield before us upside down ; and 
let some one give me the sacrificial parts. 

Calon. Lysistrata, what oath in the world will you make 
us swear ? 

Lts. What? Over a shield, slaying sheep, as they say 
^schylus* once did. 

Calon. Nay, do not swear anything about peace, O Lysis- 
trata, over a shield. 

Lts. What, then, should the oath be ? 

Calon. If we were to get a white horse* from some 
quarter and sacrifice it as a victim. 

Lts. For what purpose a white horse ? 

Calon. How then^ shall we swear ? 

Lts. I will tell you, by Jove, if you wish. Let us place a 
large black cup upside down,' and slaughter a Thasian jar of 
wine, and swear over the cup — to pour no water in. 

' "Den altesten Fraun ist's aufgetragen, das zu thun." Droysen. 
Brunck wrongly makes tovto the nominative to TtpodriraKTai, which 
is used impersoKffi%. tovto is the object of Spav, and is afterwards 
explained by the infinitive in vs. 179. Comp. note on Thesm. 520. 
For SoKovaaie, see Hermann, Vig. n. 217. Kon, Greg. Cor. p. 79. 

' " Omnino bene se res habebit, nam isto modo, i. e. bene se hdbent 
ea quoque, qtuB abs te dicta sunt. iravTo. must be joined with (caXwc 
So vs. 1013, KgaTiisTa yap vavTO. \kyuQ. And 169, vavTo. SiKaMc." 
Enger. 

' A word formed in jest, like ictipvKaiva, a woman-herald, Eccles. 713 

* The allusion is to iEsch. Theb. 42, seq. Enger reads tie atrTriy 
uiUTTip <paa iv Ataxv^ifi Trori. ' 

* "Xeukoc tffTToe is the woman's substitute for the bull in .^schv- 
lus." Brunck. ■' 

/ ^kA^- ^^' ^"^^i ,^1"^'- ^^^' Eccles. 927. So AWa Wc; who 

thtn t JN ub. 827 ; and aWa iroi ; whither t/tenf Pax, 222 Cf va ♦P.l 

' Cf. Mschjl. Sept. Theb. 42, foil. ' ' "' 
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Laup. O earth ! I commend the oath prodigiously.' 

Lts. Let some one bring a cup from within and a jar. 

Calon. dearest women, what a vast jar ! ^ Any one 
would be immediately exhilai-ated if he got this. 

Lys. Set this down and take hold of the boar.' Mistress 
Persuasion,* and Cup sacred to friendship, receive the victims, 
being friendly to the women.* [^Calonice here pours the wine 
into the cup.'' 

Galon. The blood is of a good colour and bubbles out well. 

Lamp, (stooping and smelling at the wine). Moreover it 
smells sweet too, by Castor ! 

Lts. Permit me, women, to swear the first. \_Tries to 
drink out of the jar."] 

Calon. No, by Venus, unless you obtain it by lot. 

Lys. Lampito, do all of you lay hold* on the cup, and let 
one say in behalf of the rest of you whatever I say ; and you 
shall swear to these things, and abide by them. " There is 
no one, either paramour or husband " — 

Calon. "There is no one, either paramour or husband" — 

" Lysistrata's fie\aivav /uyaXtiv kuXiko is substituted for the /ieXav- 
ifTov aaxoe of jEschylus, and virriav, because the shield was put in 
that position. Cf. vs. 185, supra, and Ach. 583." Brunch. For 
vvTLog in this passage, see Liddell's Lex. in voc. For the participles, 
see note on Plut. 69, and Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 15, obs. 2. 

' aiparov iig go together, after the analogy of Bavfiaarbe oaoQ, 
davfutaTiiQ i)Q, &c. Comp. Viger, viii. sect. ix. Hermann, ib. n. 87. 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. ^ 51, 10, obs. 12. Jelf, ^ 823, obs. 7. Schafer, Greg. 
Cor. p. 25. Arist. Av. 427. Nub. 750. vs. 1148, infra. Plut. 750. Herod, 
iv. 194. Vesp. 1279. So Menander, Fragm. ccxxxviii., ifitiit dav- 
uaarriv yvvaXx' (if aii^pova. " For ipiv oa, see Dindorf in Steph. 
Thes. ii. p. 488, and for iiraivioi, Kbn on Greg. Cor. p. 229." Enger. 

' " Reiske, 6 Kepa/iijjv oaog, ' urna, testa, aeria, in genitive KCfia- 
fimvoQ, ut TTiBoiv, TTvXoiv, iTopviiv, &c.' I have adopted this with 
Dindorf, who aptly remarks that irpriyopitv in Av. 1113, Equit. 374, 
has been similarly corrupted into irpriyopiiiv." Enger. 

' By the xawpog (the usual victim in such sacrifices) she means 
the ardfivwv (vs. 196) which is now brought on the stage. The 
easy flowing of the blood (vs. 205) was reckoned a good omen. Here 
it is applied to the spurting of the wine from the jar. Cf. vs. 238, 
where KaBayiaio must be understood of drinking at the Jar. 

* Because she hopes to persuade the men to make peace. 

* Enger construes rate yvvat^iv after Si^ai. For this consttuctioa, 
see Pors. Hec, 533. 

* Comp. Acham. 259. Av. 860, and vs. 649, infra. " eitiriiuai-i 
i«^a\iatTe." Siholiatt. For Xtrtp tai, see note on Pax, 863. 
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Lts. "Who shall approach me (n an amorous mood." 
Say it! 

Calon. "Who shall approach me in an amorous mood." 
Bless me ! Lysistrata, my knees sink under me. 

Lts. "But I will spend my life at home in' chastity" — 
Calon, " But I will spend my life at home in chastity" — 
Lys. " Wearing a safiron-coloured robe, and decked out" — 
Galon. "Wearing a saffron-coloured robe, and decked 
out"— 

Lts. " So that my husband may be as much as possible 
enamoured" — 

Calon. " So that my husband may be as much as possible 
enamoured " — 

Lts. "And I will never willingly comply with my hus- 
band "— 

Calon. "And I will never willingly comply with my 
husband" — 

Lts. " But if he force me by violence against my will " — 
Calon. " But if he force me by violence against my will" — 
Lys. "I will be niggardly of conjugal rights and will not 
indulge him" — 

Calon. "I will be niggardly of conjugal rights and will 
not indulge him" — 

Lys. " I will not raise my slippers towards the roof" — 
Calon. "I will not raise my slippers towards the roof" — 
Lis. " I will not stand like a lioness upon a cheese-scraper" — 
Calon. "I will not stand like a lioness upon a cheese- 
scraper " — 

Lys. "IP I abide by these, may I drink from hence" — 
Calon. "If I abide by these, may I drink from hence"— 
Lts. "But if I violate them, may the cup be^ filled with 
water " — '■ 

' " For the feminine form aravpiirt) Dindorf refers to Porson. 
''^J^-JV, *^2' ^^- Eustathius, Oa. p. 1554, 29. II. p. 259, 8, and p! 
S81, 20. Enger. ^ 

."-".T^t^®"'^ °i.% conjunction if\% often expressed by a parti- 
ciple. Franz. Cf. Kriiger, Gr Gr. § 56, II. Bergler compares 
*.ur. Iph. laur. vs. 790, tov S' opKov, ov KaTii/iaa', lufrtSioaoMv. 
Ibid. 758, Tbv opKov tlvai rovSe /ijikst' ifitreSov. 

' For this form of the optative, cf. Ach. 236. Pint. 991, and vs. 
953. infra. Soph. Phil. 119. KrUger. Gr. Gr. ^^ 31, 9, obs. 5, aud 
1 ars u. p. 138. On the other side, see Buttmann, Gr. (ir. ii. p 274. 
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fULON, "But if 1 violate them, may the cup be filled with 
water" — 

Lts. Do you all swear to these ? 

Myrrh. Yea, by Jove ! 

Lys. Come, let me dedicate this. [ Takes a drink.] 

Galon. Tour share only, my dear, that from the first we 
may be friends • of each other. [ Tlie goblet is passed round. 
A cry of women is heard behind the scene."] 

Lamp. What shout is that ? 

Lys. The very thing ^ I spoke of ! for the women have 
already seized upon the Acropolis of the goddess. Come, 
Lampito, do you go and arrange well your affairs, and leave 
these here with us as ^ hostages ; and let us, along with the 
other women who are in the citadel,'' go in and help to put in 
the bolts. 

Caion. Do you not think, then, that the men wUl immedi- 
ately render joint aid against us ? 

Lrs. I care little for them. For they will not come with 
either so great threats or so much fire as to open these gates^ 
except upon the terms which we mentioned. 

Caxon. Never, by Venus ! For we women should be called 
unconquerable and abominable to no purpose. \_Enter chorus 
of old men carrying billets of wood and pans of charcoal.] 

Cho. Advance, Draces, lead on slowly, although ^ you 
are pained in your shoulder with carrying so great a weight 
of a trunk of fresh olive. Of a truth there are many unex 
pected things in long life, alas ! for who would ever have 
expected, Strymodorus,^ to hear that women whom we 

' " With ^iXof, Ix^pbt, and iroXcfiiog, the genitive also is found ; 
for the most part, however, only whfere they are used as substan- 
tives. Comp. § 47, 10." Kruger. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 11. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 1. Kon, Greg. Cor. p. 831, 
and note on Plut. 814. 

* " iroXif anciently meant a particular part of the city, viz. the 
citadel. Cf. vss. 266, 302, 317, 487, 754, ;58. 912, 1183." Brunck. 
The dative (rate aXKaiai) depends on ^vviji^aXuiitv. 

» See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 65, 5, obs. 15. Hermann, Vig. n. 
807. For this whole chorus, see Burgess, Class. J. xxx. p. 287. 

" This name appears also in the Vespae, vs. 233, as belonging to 
'sne of tfce Chorus. And in Acharn. 272, as the name of a countiy- 
issn, 

1 » 
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supported at home, a manifest pest, would get possession ' of tlie, 
sacred image, and seize upon my Acropolis, and also make fast 
the Propylaea^ with bolts and bars ? But let us hasten to the 
citadel as soon as possible, O Philurgus, so that we may place 
these trunks round about them, as many as began and prose- 
cuted this business, and heap up one pyre, and with our own 
hands set fire to them all with one vote ; and the wife^ of 
Lycon the first. For, by Ceres, she shall not laugh at us, 
while I am alive ! Since not even Cleomenes,'' who was 
the first that seized upon it, departed scot-free ;* but never- 
theless, though breathing Laconian fury, he went ofi", having 
delivered up his arms ^ to me, with a very small little cloak, 
dirty, squalid, unkempt, unwashed for seven years. So 
savagely did I besiege that noted ^ man, sleeping at the doors 
seventeen* deep. And shall I not then being present restrain 
from so great daring these enemies to Euripides and to all the 
gods? No longer then may my trophy'' be in Tetrapoiis ! 

' Comp. Blomf. Gloss. Ag. 569. Schafer, Appar. Demosth. i. p. 536. 
Ran. 10*7. Nub. 792, 1440. Aves, 1070. 

' "The name given to the single entrance into the temple of 
Minerva." Droysen. "Comp. Suidas voc. TraKrouv. Pollux viii. 113; 
X. 27. Pausan. i. 22, 4." Engcr. 

' "Meaning Rhodia, the notorious wife of the celebrated Lycon." 
Droysen, after the Scholiast. " Lysistrata. Cf. Meineke, Com. Fragm. 
i. p. 117; ii. p. 441, 444, 535." Enger. 

* " Cf. Herod, v. 72. Bergler remarks that Aristophanes is in 
the hahit of assigning to the Chorus actions which have taken place 
long before any of those then living were born." Enger. " At first 
the Spartans had assisted the Alcmaeonids in expelling the tyrant 
Hippias; but when, instead of the oligarchy they wished for, a 
democracy was established under the management of Cleisthenea 
the Alcmaeonid, they sent their king Cleomenes to procure the vic- 
tory for the aristocratical party under Isocrates. The Spartans were 
Desieged and obliged to capitulate." Droysen. 

' " oiiK aKpoTtiTog oiSi dpaVicrrog. " Photius Lex. 

* "When the aspirate has passed over to the preceding tenuis, 
the sign of the spiritus asper should not be afiixed. Therefore 
S/&ir\a, not SimTrKa." Bi-unck. 

' " Also belagerthab'Ich den, wahrhaftigeinenbraven." Droysen. 

' Itr dairidag irkvTt Kai tlKoai, fme and twenty deep, Thuc. iv. 93. 
Cf. Arist. Babylonians, Fragm. v. Herod, vii. 188, vi. Ill, ix. 31 ; anj 
Kriiger on Xen. Anab. i. 7, 10. " KaSuviuv is Trapd irgoaSoKiav for 
ppovpHv." Enger. 

* " Da wiird' mich nicht mein Siegesmaiil in Marathon schlafen 

lassen." Droysen. 
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But indeed the steup part itself of my read towards tho 
citadel, whither ' I am hastening, remains for me to traverse. 
And we must mariage to draw this at length, without a pack 
a.ss. How the yoke^ has heavily pressed my shoulder ! But 
nevertheless we must go, and must blow up the fire, «st at 
the end of our journey it be extinguished without our per- 
ceiving it. \^Blows at the coals.'] Faugh ! faugh ! Oh ! oh, 
what a smoke ! O king Hercules, how dreadfully it bites my 
eyes, like a mad dog, having assailed me from the pan ! anil 
this fire is by aU means Leninian^ too. For otherwise it would 
never thus have bitten my sore eyes with its teeth. Hasten for- 
wards to the citadel, and assist the goddess ; or when shall 
we aid her better than now, Laches ? [Blows at the coals.'] 
Faugh! faugh! Oh! oh, whaf" a smoke! By the favour 
of the gods, this fire is awake and alive. Should we not there- 
fore, if we were first to deposit the yoke here, and stick the 
torch of vine-wood into the pan and kindle it, then burst in 
the door like a ram?* And if the women do not undo the 
bolts when we call, we must set fire to the doors and oppress 
them with the smoke. Now let us deposit our load. [Blows 
at the coals.] Oh, what a smoke ! Bless my soul ! Who 
of the generals at Samos" will help with the yoke? Thi.s 
has now ceased to gall my back. It is your business, O pan,' 

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 2. 

'' Tut |«\u, according to Brunck, is the yoke orSeomused by porters 
to carry heavy weights = awa^opfif. Cf. vss. 307, 313. So also 
Enger. "Es klemmt die Trage mir die Schiilter." Droysen. 

' "Est hie ignis vere Lemnius." Enger. "Das ist bei Gott ein 
Aetnafeuer." Droysen. Comp. Soph. Phil. 797, 814. .Slscli. 
Choeph. 631. 

• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 47, 3, obs. 2. 

• " Nicht wahr, wir legen ab zuerst die Trag' an dieser Stelle ? 
Geschwind sodann, ins Feuerfass gesteckt die Zundostecken 
Und angebrannt, so sturzen wir aufs Thor da los gleich 

jSocken." Droysen. 

• See Thuc. viii. 21, 51—92. "The democratic form of govern- 
ment had been restored at Samos a little before. When the chorus 
of old men invokes the aid of the popular leaders who had brought ' 
this about at Samos, to assist them against the women, it refers at 
the same time to the men of high rank at Athens, who were striving 
to overthrow the democracy." Enger. 

' Nub. 1497, aiv Ipyov, w S^e, livai ttoXXiJv <j>\6ya. Brunck makes 
vs. 316 stand in the oratio recta : fac tadam incensam gifm primum 
miki feraa; so that ottuc vpoaoiiniQ may be a command, a h Equit. 

2 D 2 
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to kindle your cinders, so that you may first bring me the 
torch alight. Mistress Victory, assist us, and let us set up' 
a trophy over the now present audacity of the women in the 
- citadel. \^Enter chorus of women coming out of the citadel.^ 

Cno. OF WoM. Women, methinks I perceive flame and 
smoke as of a fire burning. We must hasten more quickly. 
Fly, fly, Nicodice, before that Calyce and Critylla, being blown 
upon from all sides,^ be set on fire by grievous laws and mis- 
chievous old men ! But I am afraid of this. Surely I am not 
coming 3 to the rescue too late? For now, having filled my 
bucket at the fountain early in the morning, with difficulty, 
by reason of the crowd and tumult and clatter of pitchers, 
jostling with women-servants and runaway slaves, having 
brought it eagerly, I come with water to the rescue of my 
fellow tribes-women being on fire. For I heard that old dotards 
were coming, carrying logs, about three talents in weight, as 
if about to wait upon persons at the bath,^ threatening most 
dreadful words, that it beho%'ed them to burn the abominable 
women to a cinder with fire ; whom, O goddess, may I never 
see set on fire, but to have delivered Greece and the citizens 
from war and madness ! for which purpose, O guardian of 
the city with golden crest, they occupied thy seat. And I 
invoke thee as our ally, O Tritogenia, if any ' man burn them 

222, 456, 497, 687, 760, 1011. Eccles. 295, 955. Aves, 131. Vesp. 
1292. Nub. 490, 824, 888, 1177. Pax, 77, 562, 1117. Cf. Kruger, Gr. 
Gr. §54, 8, obs. 7. Hermann, Vig. n. 255. Harper's "Powers of 
the Greek Tenses," p. 114. Enger reads oTrwg TrpwriaT ifiol. T)m- 
(lurf, who has left TrpdiTuig in his text, doubts if Aristophanes used 
(lie adverb wpdiTws; in which opinion he is joined by Lobeck 
Phryn. p. .312, and Bergk, Rhen. Mus. 1841, i. p. 80. Reisig (Con- 
ject. p. 125) proposed vpoippuiv, Bothe irpiir^ y'. 

' See note on Ran. 169. Here the scene changes to the front of 
the Acropolis. 

' For the gender, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 44, 2, obs. 4. Hermann, 
Vig. n. 51, and for oXcSpoe, ibid. § 57, 1, obs. 3. 

_' "Am I a tardy helper?" Wheelwright. " Werd' IchvZU spat 
nieht helfen ? " Z)»-oysc». 

* " Tanquam balneum calefacturos." Brunch. " Als waren sie Bader 
2U heizen ein Bad." Droysen. " Hairfp ^aXavtlov vnoKavaovnc/ 
Scholiast. 

" Enger reads cl TiQ—ivoviiivpriaiv, and adds, " Reisig (Conject 
(J. 265) made this correction, in order to expel us-oTri/jTrpjtriv a form 
of the conjunctive unknown to the Attics, which Brunck had intris 
iluced in place of the indicative. Bothe foUowa Reig'jj." 
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from below, to bring water along with us ! Let be ! Wliat's ' 
thia ? O men laboriously wicked ! for never would good or 
pious men have been for doing this. 

Cho. of Men. This affair has come unexpected for us to 
eee.* See ! here again's a swarm of women coming out of 
doors to the rescue ! [ They make a retrograde movement.'^ 

Cho. of Woji. Why do you insult^ us ? We don't'' seem 
to be many, I suppose ? And yet you don't see as yet the 
ten -thousandth part of us. 

Cho. of Men. Phicdrias, shall we suffer these to prate 
JO much ? Ought one not to have broken one's cudgel about 
them with beating them ? 

Cho. of Won. Let us also now deposit our pitchers on the 
ground ; so that, if any one lay his hand upon us, this may 
not be a hinderance. [ They lay down their pitchers.^ 

Cho. of Men. If, by Jove, one had already struck their 
jaws twice or thrice, like those^ of Bupalus, they would not 
liave a voice. 

Cho. of Wom. Well now, there ! let any one strike me ! 
I'll stand and offer ^myself; and no other bitch shall ever 
lay hold of your nose.' 

Cho. of Men. If you will not be silent, I'll beat and 
drive away your* old age. 

' Comp. Vesp. 183, 1609. Av. 859, 1495. For vovif) novriaoi, cf. 
Vesp. 466. 

" Cf. vs. 1207, infra. Av. 1710, 1713. Pax, 821. 

° " Quid nos jfbrmidatis ? " Brunch. " ri tuTiXiZire, i) fojitXa^e Kai 
rpkiiiTi." Scholiast. " Comp. He.<iychius and Suidas." Enger. 

* Cf. Nub. 1260. Pax, 1211. Elmsley, Acharn. vs. 122. 

' See Hor. Epod. vi. 14. "See Suidas in voc. BouwoXof. The 
point of the allusion is that Bupalus seems after that to have been 
silenced." Enger. av elxov is not necessarily restricted to past time. 
This form often denotes what is brought on from the past time up 
to the present. See Harper, Powers of the Greek Tenses, pp. 79, 145. 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 10, obs. 3. 

6 " Os prcebebo." Brunch. 

' Meaning that she would anticipate such a casualty by pulling it 

off. Cf. vs. 694. " Nam ego, ut canis, iibi prius COS evettam." Bergler, 

" Docii sollte bei den Hoden dann kein Kbter mehr dich packen." 

Vroysen. 
I'or ov iirj, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 6. Bernhartly, W. S. 
p. 402. 

" " Comp. vs. 448. Thesm. 567. This passage has been rightly 
understood bj the Scholiast in the Ravenna MS., wj- n-pos raf fpaiaf 
\ ri^ ytji6yTw\ T^opof.** Enger. 
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Cho. of Wom. Come forward and only touch Stratyllia 
with your finger ! 

Cho. of Men. But what, if I thninp her with my fists? 
what mischief ' will you do to me ? 

Cho. of Wom. I'll bite and tear out your lungs and en- 
trails.^ 

Cho. of Men. There's no poet wiser ^ than Euripides; 
for there's no creature so shameless'' as women. 

Cho. of Wom. Let us take up the pitcher of water, O 
Rhodippe. 

Cho. OF Men. Why, O thou hateful to the gods, hast thou 
come hither with water ? 

Cho. OF WoM. Why then have you come with fire, you old 
man nigh to the grave ?^ With the intention of setting your- 
self on fire ? 

Cho. OF Men. I have come in order that I may heap up 
a pyre and set fire to your friends underneath. 

Cho. of Wom. And I, that I might extinguish^ your pyre 
with this. 

Cho. op Men. Will you extinguish my fire ? 

Cho. of Wom. The deed itself will soon show. 

Cho. of Men. I don't know but I'll scorch you with* this 
torch just as I am. 

' Person compares Eurip. Bacch. 492, £i0' o rt naOeXv BiZ' ri fit ro 
Stivov ipyaaii ; 

' Eur. Cy-cl. 236, to. a-irXa-^xi ' t^^'^f'v iKanrjaiadai piif. 

' The real meaning is, "more addicted to the use of the word 
ao^bg in his poetry." Comp. Nub. 1376, 

ovKovv StKaiw^f offTts oi/K EupfTTtSrjv ETTatystt 

See also Ran. 1420. Athenseus, xiv. p. 665, A. 

* Cf. Soph. Electr. 622. .S;sch. Theb. 182. "Aristophanes seems 
to have had in his mind some particular line of Eurip^ides." Enger. 

' " Old men are called tvuBoi, who are nigh to the grave." Bergler. 
Cf. Eur. Med 1209. Heracl. 167. "DuDurrholz." Droysen. 

' " The women say they have come in order that they might ex- 
tinguish the pyre {rfiv a^v mpav), if the old men should set it on 
fire. Now the old men had decided to set it on fire. This is denoted 
by the conjunctive, the former case by the optative." Enger. 

' " Res ipsa moxindicabit." Brunck. Soph. Lemn. Fragm. viii., to^w 
r aiiTo oet|« Tovpyov. Cf. Ran. 1261. Eccles. 933, 936. Vesp. 994. 
Plato, Theoet. p. 200, E. Hipp. Maj. p. 288, B. Eurip. Bacch. 974. 
Phoen. 632. See Heindorf, Plato, Phileb. § 99. 

• Cf. '/esp. 1372—1378. For similar examples of " Anticipation." 
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Cho. of Wosi. If you happen to have any soap,' I'll pro- 
vide a bath. 

Cho. of Men. You a bath for me, you filthy wretch ? 

Cho. of Wom. And that, too,^ a nuptial one. 

Cho. of Men. Did you hear her audacity ? 

Cho. of Wo jr. For I am free. 

Cho. or Men. I'll stop you from your present clamour. 

Cho. of Wojr. But you shall no longer sit in the Heliasa.* 

Cho. of Men. Set fire to her hair ! 

Cho. of Worn. Thy task,^ O Achelous ! [ The women 
empty their buckets on the men's heads.^ 

Cho. of Men. Ah me, miserable ! 

Cho. of WoJt. Was it hot? lAnother volley of buckets.] 

Cho. of Men. Why, hot ? Will you not stop ? What are 
you doing? 

Cho. of Wom. I am watering you, that you may grow. 

Cho. of Men. But I am parched^ up and shaking already. 

Cho. of Wom. Therefore, since you have fire, you shall 
warm yourself. \^£nter committee-man.^] 

Com. Has the wantonness of the women burst forth, and 
their drumming, and their frequent orgies,'' and this mourning 
on the roofs for Adonis,* which I once^ heard when I was in 

Enger refers to vss. 754, 905. Thesm. 1134. Ran. 310. See notes on 
Nub. 1148. Eccles. 1126. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. piiftjia. "Hast du vielen Schmutz am 
Leib." Droyaen. 

2 See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 14. 

' There is a play on the word iiKioq, as in Vesp. 772. " I'll cool you 
down a bit." 

* Cf. Aves, 862. She invokes the aid of the celebrated MtoWan 
river Achelous: "Then, water, to thy work!" For this use of 
Achelous for water in general, Dindorf refers to Servius' note on 
Virgil, Georg. i. 9. Add Aristoph. Coealus, Fragm. vii. ' 

* " airo Tov vSaroQ SriXovort Tpifiit 6 ykpuv." Scholiast. " Starr bin 
Ich, klappr' am ganzen Leib." Droyaen. "He says he has no 
need of being drenched with cold water, because he trembles already 
with old age and on account of his spare frame." Enger. 

* See Liddell's Lex. in voc. irpopovXoc. Comp. Thac. viii. 1 and 
Wesseling on Her. vi. 7. 

' Cicero, Legg. ii. 15, " Novos vero deos sic Aristophanes face- 
tissimus poeta veteris coraoediae vexat, ut apud eura Sabazius et 
quidam alii peregrini judicati e civitate ejiciantur." 

' Ezekiel viii. 14, "Women weeping for Tammuz." i. e. ftw 
.^<loms. Comp. Becker, CTiaricles, i. p. 228. 

"■ " P-M Ich jungst hab gehiirt." Droyten. 
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the Assembly. Demostratus (a plague take ' him !) was 
advising to sail to Sicily; but his wife, dancing, cries, "Ah I 
ah, for Adonis!" And Demostratus was advising ^ to enlist 
Zacynthian hoplites ; but his wife upon the roof, being rather 
tipsy, tells them to mourn for Adonis. But he, Cholozyges, 
hateful to the gods and abominable, overpowered her. Su^-h 
are their acts of wantonness. * 

Cho. of Men. What then would you say,* if you wtre 
also to hear of the insolence of these ? who have both insulted 
us in other respects, and drenched us with their pitchers, so 
that we may wring our garments, as if we had made water 
in them. 

Com. Justly, by the briny Neptune ! For when we our- 
selves join with the women in villany, and teach them to be 
icentious, such^ counsels spring from them; we, who speak 
Ji this wise in the workmen's^ shops, "Goldsmith, as my 
wife was dancing in the evening, the clasp of the necklace 
you' made dropped out of the hole. For my part, I must sail 
to Salamis ; but do you, if you have leisure, come by aU ^ 

' On this form of imprecation, see Casaub. Athen, ii. 14, p. 112;^ 
commentators on Lucian, i. p. 218 ; Valcken'ar, Adon. p. 370, 
and on Schol. N. T. vol. i. p. 438. Poeta incert. ap. Athen. ii. p. 55, 
C. The opposite is &QaiQ koKoIq. See Dindorf. 

' " Da rieth der Ungliicksredner." Droysen, The decree for the 
Sicilian expedition was passed on the day for the festival of Adonis, 
which was thought unlucky. Cf. Plut. Nicias, xii. xiii. 

' The true reading I am persuaded is dicoXaarijijaTa, as proposed 
by Bentley. See Bekk. Anecd. vol. i. 367, 21. 

^ Comp. Nub. 154, ri Srjr' av sTEpov el ttuSoio SoiKparouj a-o^itr/ia ; 
See Elmsley, Acharn. lOU. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 69,7, obs. 2. Harp- 
er's Powers of the Greek Tenses,p. 96. Pax, 907. Nub. 690. Equit. 
1252. Aves, 356. 

' " From iEsch. Theb. 600, dtj>' jjg rd keSvu jSKaardvei PovXiv/iara." 
Enger, 

* Brunck compares vss. 622, 1064. Eccles. 420. Ran. 69, 118. 

' A case of inverted assimilation {umgekehrte Assimilation). See 
Kriigerj Gr. Gr. § 51, 10_, obs. 9, who quotes from Lysias, (p. 649,) 
T^r oiiaiav ^v KareXmEv ov irXiiovog d^ta kariv. Cf. Pint. 200. Soph. 
Rex, 449. Trach. 283. Eur. Crest. 1604. Plato, Men. p. m, A. 
Horn. II. 2. 192. So Virgil, .iEn. i. 577, Urbcm qtiam statue vestra est. 
Plaut. Epid. iii. 4, 12, istum quern queens ego sum. See Bremi Dem 
Cor. § 16. Dorv. Char. 593, 609. Schiifer ad Eur. Orest'. 1645. 
Richter, Anacol. i. p. 24. Hermann, Vig. Append, p. 713. 

• " iravT?; rpoTT^." Scholiast. "It increases the force of the im- 
perative. Cf. Fritzsche ad Thesm. 65. Nub. 1327. Ran. 12341. 
Eccles. 366. Thesm. 65." Mnger, 
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means towards evemug and fit in the clasp' for her." And 
some other one speaks after this manner to the shoemaker, 
a youth, but able to do a man's work, " Shoemaker, the cross- 
straps pinch the little toe ^ of my wife's foot, since it is tender. 
Come you, therefore, at noon and loosen this, so that it may 
be wider." Such things concur in such ' affairs, when I, who 
am a Committee-man, who have provided spars for oars,"* am 
shut out^ from the gates by the women, now when there's 
need of the money. But it's no'' use to stand. Bring the 
levers, that 1 may restrain them from their insolence. Why do 
you gape, you wretch ? Whither, again, are you staring, »vlio 
do nothing but look after a tavern ? Will you not place your 
levers under the gates and force your way on that side ? and I 
will join in forcing this way. [^Enter Lydstrata.'] 

Lys. Do not force' with your levers! for I am coming 
forth of my own accord. What need is there of levers ? For 
there is not more need of levers, than of sense and judgment. 

Com. What, really, you abominable creature ? Where is 
the policeman ? Seize her, and tie her hands behind her ! 

Lys. By Diana, if in truth he shall lay the tip of his hand 
upon me, he shall weep for it, policeman^ as he is ! [^Police- 
men draw back.'\ 

Com. Are you afraid, you fellow ? Will you not seize her 
>y the waist, and you with him, and bind her quickly ? 

• "We must mentally supply ry rp^juan, wherein there is an 
Jltentional equivoque, as in riji' ^aXavov. Similarly Macho, ap. 
Athen. p. 577, plays upon the ambiguity of the word ^aXavoq." Enger 

* See Porson ap. Dawes, Misc. Crit. p. 384, ed. Kidd. 

• " fi'e Taq vvv vPpttQ." Scholiast. 

" Das allea ist denn endlich nun so weit gediehn, 
Dass mir, dem Probulen, der Ich Ruderknechte noch 
Zu schaffen hab', und gerade jetzt noch Geld bedarf, 
Das Weibervolk die Thore vor der Nase schliesst! 
Doch niitzt es nichts herumzustehen." Droysen. 

* "See Bcickh, Piibl. E. Athen. i. p. 75, 119. Elmsley, Achan^ 
SS2. Hesychius : KtniriiQ- tcl iIq Kuirae ivSrtTa S.v\a. Cf. Valokonai 
on Herod, v. 23, and Theoph. i. p. 176, ed. Schneid." Ei'ysj: 

> "See Lobeck, Aj. vs. 1274." Enc/er. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. ipyov, iv. 2. 

' See note on Ran. 434. 

' " Translate, quum sit publicus minister," Enger, who, aftsr disap- 
proving of Brunck's interpretation and Bothe's explanation, add^ 
" Lysistrata is imwilling to be touched,— not because it is igUQ. 
minious, — but because she won't have it done at all." 
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1st Wom. By Pandrosus,' if in truth you shall only lay 
your hand upon her, you shall be trampled on and ease your- 
self again ! 

Com. "Shall ease yourself again," quoth'a ! "Where is 
there another 2 policeman? Bind this one the first, because 
she also chatters ! 

2nd Wom. By Diana,' if in truth you shall lay the tip of 
your hand upon her, you shall soon ask for a,* cupping-glass ! 

Com. What's this? Where is there a policeman?^ Lay 
hold on her ! I will stop some of you from this going out. 

3kd Wom. By Diana, if in truth you shall approach her, 
I'll pluck out the hairs that will make you scream ! ^ [^Police- 
men run away.'\ 

Com. Ah me, unfortunate ! The policeman has deserted'' 
me. But we must never be conquered by' Vvomen. [Police 
come back.'] Let us march against them, O policemen, in 
order of battle ! 

Lys. By the two goddesses, then you shall know that with 
us also there are four companies of warlike women within, 
fully armed ! 

Com. Twist back their hands, policemen ! [Policemen lay 
hands on the women.] 

' " Pandrosus was the daughter of Cecrops, whose chapel, the 
most attractive gem of Athenian architecture, stood upon the Acro- 
polis, near the Erectheion." Droysen. "Comp. Schol. Ravenn. ai 
Thesm. 533, and Fritzsche, ad Thesm. 2, c." Enger. 

' "erfpog in Aristophanes, when without an article, always =aX- 
Xof. Where the discourse is of two, and the sense o{ alter is required, 
then ET-tpoE takes the article, o sTtpog or orcpoc. Cf. Ran. 1415. Nub. 
114. Equit. 174. Ach. 117. Thesm. 227." BruTick. " Both the words 
and the context show that another, i. e. a third, bowman is meant, 
ani not a second one." Enger. 

• " Diana is thus called ap. Eur. Iph. T. 21. In Arist. Thesm. 
858, Hecate is so called, where the Scholiast remarks, ' ij avrrl ydp 
ro EKary.' Bothe thinks Hecate is meant here." Enger. " Bei 
Hekato." Droysen. 

* Conip. Pax, 641. 

' " Voss : 'wo der Trabantf incorrectly: for he uses these 
words to call up a bowman, pot to express surprise, rovro ri tj^ ex- 
press his surprise at the coming of another woman." Enger. 

' "So mausr' Ich die liaare, dass du quaken sollst! " Dropi'n 
** .'xicoKiui* aj/anXw, avaffird(T(t}. trrtvoKWKvrovQ' i^' alg ffrevafetu' * 
Scholiast. 

' " Defecit me lictor, i. e. aufugit. " Enger. 

« Comp. Soph. Antig. 673. Elmsley, Ach. 127 
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Lrs. O .allied women, run out from within, ye green- 
grocery-market-women, ye garlic-bread-selling-hostesaes .' 
Will ye not drag ? ' Will ye not beat ? Will ye not smite ? Will 
ye not revile ? Will ye not behave impudently ? [ Women 
rush in and drive off" the policemen.']' Stop ! Retire ! Do not 
despoil them ! 

Com. Ah me, how miserably have my policemen^ fared ! 

Lts. Nay, what did you expect ? Did you think you had 
come against some women-jilaves, or do you 'suppose anger is 
not in women ? 

Com. Aye, by Apollo, and very much too, if a tavern' be 
near ! 

Cho. of Men. O commissioner of this land, who have 
wasted many words, why do you hold a parley with these wild 
beasts? Do you not know with what a bath these just now 
drenched us in our garments, and that too* without lye? 

Cho. of Wom. But, my good sir, you ought not rashly to 
lay your hand upon your neighbours. But if you do this, 
you must have swelled eyes. For I am willing to sit modestly, 
like a virgin, offending no one here, nor even stirring a chip, 
unless one take my comb, like a wasp's nest, and irritate me. 

Cho. of Men. O Jupiter ! what ever shall we make of 
these^ monsters ? For these things are no longer bearable 
But you must inquire into this casualty along with me, with 
whatever intent they seized upon the citadel, and for what 
purpose thei/ seized ttpon the Acropolis on the mighty rock, 
not to be trodden, the sacred enclosure. But ask repeatedly, 
and do not be persuaded,^ and apply all tests. For it is dis- 
graceful to leave such' an affair as this untested, having given 
it up. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 4. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 43, 4, obs. 17. 

' " A satirical reflection on the vinolent propensity of the Athe- 
nian women." WheelioriglU. Cf. Thesm. 735, 736. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 14. For koWo, comp. vs. 377. 
"i. e. aviv virpov, ut explicat Scholiasta." Enger. 

' oic ixi^ o Ti xpi]aitiiiai airip, Plat. Theag. p. 126, D. Cf. Lys. 
p. 213, C. 222, D. Crit. p. 45, B. Herm. Vig. n. 209, 210. For Kvtoia- 
W, cf. Horn. Od. xvii. 317. 

» "Und glaube nicht gleich." Droysen. Bergk (Rhen. Mus. 
1841, i. p. 95) proposes «^ (piiSov. 

' See Franz's Deutsch-Griechischc!^ VVOrterbucl in voc Solckai, 
«od Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 4, obs. (i. 
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Com. "Well now, by Jove, I wish to learn this first from 
them ; with what intent you shut up our citadel with your 
bolts. 

Lys. That we might make the money safe, and that yo i 
might not fight on account of it. 

Com. Why, are • we fighting on account of the money ? 

Lrs. Aye, and all the other matters, too, have been thrown 
into confusion. For in order that Pisander^ might be able 
to steal, and those who aim at ofiices, they were always stir- 
ring up some commotion.' Therefore let them do whatever 
they please, for that matter ! for they shall, no longer take out 
this money. 

Com. What will you do then ?* 

Lys. Ask me this ? We will manage it. 

Com. Will you manage the money ? 

Lys. Why ^ do you think this strange ? Do we not wholly 
manage your domestic property also for you ? 

Com. But the case is not the same. 

Lys. How^ not the same ? 

Com. We must carry on the war out' of this money. 

Ly8. But in the first place there is no occasion for war. 

JoM. Why, how otherwise shall we be saved ? 

Lys. We wiU save you. 

Com. You? 

Lys. Aye, we to be sure. 

Com. a sad case indeed ! 

' See note on Eccles. 984. 

^ For some of his intrigues about this (b. c. 411) period, see 
Thuc. viii. 49, 53, 54, 56, 64, 65, 67, 68, 73, 90. Further notices 
in the note on Av. 1556. Cf. Meineke, Com. Frag. i. p. 177, ii. p. 
501, 502. 

' " Quacksalbern so imraer ein neu Vomitiv." Droysen. 

* Comp. vs. 193. 

' "What thinkest thou so marvellous in this?" Wheelwright 
" Was scheint dir dabei so bedenklich? " Droysen. 
For this mode of construing, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 6, and 
obs. 7. The cases, however, appear to be dissimilar. A more per- 
spicuous arrangement would be, ri Sk; iuvbv rovro vo/iiZ^iQ; See 
note on Av. 1604. _ So_ in Nub. 1261, I \w)uld arrange, ri d'; nims 
iljil, rovTo povXcay eiSivai ; For the argument employed, comp. Ec- 
cles. 210. 

» Cf. vs. 521. 

' Cf. Xen. Anab. i. 1, 9 ; ii. 6, 5 ; v. 3, 9 ; v. 6, 15. KrJger, Q? 
Or. § 68, 16, obs. 10, 
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Lrs. Be assured- that you shall be saved, even if ycu Jo 
not wish. 

Com. You mention a shameful case. 

Lts. You are indignant: but this must be done notwilh- 
standing. 

Com. By Ceres, 'tis unjust! 

Lys. We must save- you, my friends. 

Com. Even if I don't want ? 

Lys. Aye, so much tlie more, for that matter. 

Com. But howr came you to care about war and peace .' 

Lys. We will tell you. 

Com. {with a significant motion of his /tst). Tell ms now 
quickly, that you may not get a beating ! 

Lys. Hear now, and try to restrain your hands !" 

Com. But I am not able : for through my passion ^ it is dif- 
ficult to restrain them. 

Lys. Then you shall suffer for it so much tlie more. 

Com. Croak this'' at yourself, old woman ; but tell me your 
ttory. 

Lys. I will do so. During the former war and former 
time, through our modesty, we bore with you* men, whatever 
you did ; for you did not allow us to mutter : and then you 
did not please us. But we perceived'' you veiy well ; and 
oftentimes when we were at home we used ' to hear that you 
had determined some important matter badly ; and then being 
pained internally,* we used to ask you with a smile, "What 

' Cf. Acli. 335, 590. 

'" ffwffrlo)' ac<i»e;i/, as always. Dindorf decides otherwise. See 
his note on Soph. Rex, 628, and cf. Hermann on the same passage." 
Enger. 

' " We have iir' b^yr\q without the article in vs. 1023. See Her- 
mann, Nub. 834." Enger. 

' See Krijger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 3, obs. 1. 

' For avlx"/!"" with a genitive, comp. iEsch. Axioch. 15. Eur. 
Troad. 101. Plato, Rep. viii. p. 564, C. Apol. p. 31, B. The con- 
struction is an example of anticipation. 

° See Kriiger's notu on Thucyd. i. 57, and Gr. Gr. § 47, 10, obs. 
12. *' Droysen strangely enough: ^ doeh beachieien wir gar wohltnier 
Thnn.* It should have been sondem wir sahen es euc/i wohl a», uiui 
Vj) ten wohl auch, daas ihr einen vbeln Bath gefasat." Enger. 

' Comp. vs. 361, and note on Av. 1592, and for &v with an in- 
dicative = aoleo, see note on Plut. 982. Aves, 520. 

' " In der Seele betriib',." Droyttn. " Intei-no dolore ai/ra 
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has been determined by you to-day amongst the people' to 
post up upon the pillar ^ about peace?" "What's that to 
you ?", the man used to say ; "will you not be silent ?" And 
1 used to be silent. 

Woman. But I would never have been silent. 

Com. Aye, and you'd have howled too, if you were not 
silent. 

Lys. So then I kept silence at home. We used to hear^ 
perhaps of some other more pernicious decree of yours ; and 
then we used to ask, " How is it, husband, that you manage 
these matters so foolishly ? " But he having looked askance 
at me used immediately to tell me that, "if I will not weave ^ 
my warp, I should wail loudly in my head ; but war shall be 
a care to men."^ 

Com. Rightly said of Tiim, by Jove ! 

Lys. How "^ rightly, you wretch ? if not even when you 
were determining 'badly, it was permitted us to advise you. 
But' when now we plainly heard you now saying in the 
streets, " Is there not a man in the country ?" and some other 
said, " Certainly not, by Jove !" after this it was immediately 
determined by us women, being assembled, to save Greece in 

Brunch, *'ttiv ^ev KapSUiv Xv-jrovfievai, yeXuttraLdk,'' Scholiast. "The 
Scholiast explains it rightly." Enger. 

■ "In Ekklesie." Droysen. 

' Cf. Acharn. 727. " According to Paulmier, Aristophanes alludes 
to an inscription engraven by the authority of Alcibiades upon a 
column, upon which was engraven the treaty between the Lacedas- 
monians and Athenians." Enger. 

^ " Hinc factum, ut prseterita imperfecta vel plusquamperfecta 
vel aorista in hac re usurparentur. Nam perfecta prassentmm na- 
turam sequuntur." Hermann, Vig. n. 289. Cf. Append, p. 722. 
So Slv AarriKtaav, they used to stand, Xen. Anab. i. 5, 2. 

* Brunck's text exhibits si /tj) . vrjaeig, drorv^fi roe iiaKpA tt^v 
KijiaXriv. For the remarkable construction in this verse, see Plut 
612, and the passages there cited. 

' " Facetiously adopted from the words of Hector to Andromache, 
Horn. II. vi. 490, 

aW eis oXkou lovira nra (rauT^s tp-ya ko/x{^e 

io-TOJ/ T*, ijXaKdTIJV T«, Kal &fJl.(f>tir6X0L<Tl KtXEVS 

Epyov iiroi-j^^Etrdat' iroXe/io^ S* avapeairi (ieXi^vel. 
These last words Lysistrata parodies in vs. 538, woXt/jof S' yvvailt 
HiXriau." Brunch. For this abrupt transition from the oratio 
obliqua to the dratio recta, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 65, 11, obs. 8. 

• Comp. vs. 496 ' Comp. Vesp. 121. Eccles. 195, 315, 82*. 
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tommoii. For why ' ought we to wait ? If therefore you be 
willing to hear us in turn giving good advice, and to be silent 
in turn, as we were then, we would restore you. 

Com. You restore us ? You mention a shameful case, and 
not to be endured by me. 

Lys. Hold 3'our tongue ! 

Com. Must I hold my tongue for- you, you abominable 
creature, and that too wearing a hood about your head ? Then 
may I not live ! 

Lys. Well, if this be an obstacle to you, there ! take this 
hood from me, and take and put it about your head, and then 
hold your tongue ! — and this little basket ! and then gird 
yourself up' and card wool, munching beans ! ^ " but war shall 
be a care to women." 

Cho. of Wom. Retire,^ O women, from your pitchers, in 
order that we also in turn may assist our friends. For I 
would never be tired with dancing, nor would exhausting'^ 
weariness seize my knees. I am willing to venture' every- 
thing with these in the cause of virtue, in whom is intellect, 
is beauty, is boldness, is wisdom, is prudent patriotism. Come, 
most courageous offspring of grandmothers, and of fruitful 
nettles, advance with vehemence,' and do not yield ! for you 
are now still running before the wind. 

Lys. But if delightful Eros and the Cyprus-born Venu.s 
breathe desire upon our bosoms and our breasts, and then 
create in the men a pleasing passion and voluptuousness, I 
think that W3 shall some time be called amongst the Greeks 
Lysimachffi.^ 

Com. By having done what ? 

' Comp. vss. 194, 383, and for Kai, .see note on vs. 171. 

' " iToi ft (TnnTTiJ ; tibine taceamf ut Ran. 1134, lyii aiionii TipSi ;" 
Brujtck. 

' " In allusion to the proverb tuv aiKvbv rpwyouaa, yvvai, tth 
%\aXvav xK^aivt ap. Athen. iii. p. 73, D." Enger. 

* Equit. 41, KvafiOTpdi^, Aijfioe WKvirr)!;. 

' " airaipu- di/axwpeT." HesycMus. Cf. Eccles. 818. 

"- "The form Ka/iaTTipios, which Hermann defends from Hesychius. 

consider with Reisig to be as corrupt as SavaTtjptog for Savartipos. ' 



' See Kruger on Xen. Anab. iii. 1, 18. 

• Comp. Tnuc. v. 70, init., and note on Aves, 366. 

• i. e. as having put an end to the war. Cf. Pax, 991, 992. 
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Lts. If in the first place we put a stop to people lounging ' 
in the market-place with arms and acting madlj. 

Woman. Aye, by the Paphian Venus ! 

Lts. For now in truth in the pottery-market,^ and in the 
vegetable-market alike, they walk about throughout tlie mar- 
ket-place with arms, like Corybantes. 

Com. Yes, by Jove ! for it becomes the brave. 

Lys. And yet the affair is ridiculous, when a fellow with a 
shield and a Gorgon then' purchases mackarel. 

Woman. At all events, by Jove, I saw a man with long 
hair, a commander of cavalry, upon a horse putting pease- 
soup into his brazen helmet, which he had bought from an old 
woman. And another, again, a Thracian, shaking a shield 
and javelin like Tereus, frightened the woman that dealt in 
figs and swallowed the ripe ones.'' 

Coir. How then will you be able to allay many disturbed 
affairs in tlie country, and to put an end to them ? 

Lys. Very* easily. 

Com. How ? Show us ! 

Lys. Like as, when our thread is tangled, we take it in this 
way and draw it out with our spindles hither and thither, 
thus also will we put an end to this war, if you let us, having 
brought it to an end by means of embassies hither and thither. 

Com. Do^ you think, pray, to allay a dreadful state of 

' So SfvovraQ, people sacrificing, Av. 984. Cf. Equit. 1263. Pax, 
1003. Ran. 146. roiq ayopdZovrag would be much different. See 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 4, obs. 3. 

' "So Equit. 1375, rdv rij) fjipij), in the perfume-market. Vesp. 789, 
iv ToXe tx^vai, in the fish-market. Eupolis apud Polluc. ix. 47, 
TTCjoi^X^oi' CIS T(x (jKopoSa Kai Ta Kp6nfi.ua, 
Kai Tov Xl^avtoToi/, KEu^it tuiv dpiafiaTtjav, 
Kai TTfpi TO. ■yeXyrj.** Srunck. 

So Thesm. 448, ai iivppivai, the myrtle-icreath-market. Cf. Aves 13 
TripAaZes, Fragm. vii. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 56. Pierson, Moer.p.'sSl 
' Cf. notes on Aves, 536, 1456. 

* " On this word, see W. Dindorf in Steph. Thes. voc. tpminrn, 
who considers Spvirtrfic: the true orthography. Comp. also Lehrs 
Quest. Epic. p. 162." Enger. ' 

' Comp. Equit. 403, 509. Ach. 215. 

• " Mit der Wollpolitik und der Spinngarnsart und der Wickol- 

manier so gedenkt ihr 
Zu voUbringen der Staatskunst schwieTigcs V/rrk? Uuklugc 
ihr? " Droyaen, 
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atlaive with your wool, and threads, and spindles, ycu silly 
iOomcn ? 

Lys. Aye, and if there was any sense in you, you would 
administer ' all your aifairs after the fashion of our wool. 

Com. How, pray ? Come, let me see ! 

Lys. In the first place it behoved you, as if washing away 
the dirt of a fleece in a bath, to flog the knaves headlong out 
of the city, and to pick out the briers ; and to tear in pieces 
tliese who combine together and those who press themselves 
close together^ for the mngistracies, and to pluck their heads ;' 
and then all to card public good-feeling into a basket, having 
mixed up ^ both the resident-aliens and whatever stranger or 
friend there is with you, and whoever is indebted to the pub- 
lic, and to mix these up * in one body ; and, by Jove, to mark " 
the states, as many as are colonies of this cit}', that these lie 
uncared for, like the pieces of wool, each apart by itself ; and 
then, having taken the wool from all these, to bring it to- 
gether, and collect it into one mass ; and then to make a large 
ball ; and then, out of this to weave a cloak for the people. 

Com. Is it not, therefore, shameful that these should cudgel' 
these things and wind them off into a ball, who had not even 
any concern in the war at all ? 

Lys. And yet, O you utterly accursed, we bear more than 
twice as' much of it as you do ; who in the first instance bora 
sons and sent them forth as hoplites.* 

' Comp. note on vs. 361. 

' ** Toijg ^XilSovrag tig Tt/v TToXtTuav tavTQvg." Scholiast. 
•^ " uiQ TCL OLKpa TuiV ipioiv** ScJiollost. 

' " Nobis eo haec spectare videntur, quod lanae admiscebant spia 
T& airb TUIV ^vXuiv, quo vides quam apta existat comparatio." Enyer. 
I should greatly prefer icjira myi'vvraQ, k. r. A., as it stands in the 
Lcyden MS., for the sense required is evidently, " and then, having 
mingled the resident-aliens, and whatever stranger or friend there 
be with you, or public debtor, to mix up these also in one mass." 

' "Scholiast: tyicara/ii?ai' eTrinTtout; noi^"''". For those who were 
in debt to the pnblic were accounted un/xoi." Enyer. 

' " Und die Stadte zumal, die von hier aus je gen Morgen und 
Abend gesandt sind, 
Man schaue umher und mustre sie durch, da, wie Flocken von 

uns, sie verloren 
Jctzt liegen umher." Droyaen. 
' " papSiKciv is said in allusion to hpajiSiZtiv in vs. 576." Enger. 
* " Doch leiden wir mehr als doppell von ihm." Droysen. 
' "He alludes to the disastrous Sicilian expedition, where the 
number of honlites lost was very arreat. Cf. Thuo. viii. 1." Enger. 

■i s 
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Com. Be silent, and do not remind' us of our woes ! 

Lts. And then, when we ought to be cheered and enjoy 
our youth, we sl^ep alone on account of the expeditions. 
And our case I omit : but I am grieved for the maidens who 
grow old in their chambers. 

Com. Do not men, therefore, grow old as well ? 

Lys. But, by Jove, you do not mention a like case. For 
he, when he has come back, even though he be gray-headed, 
soon marries a young girl ; but the woman's time is short, and 
if she do not take advantage of it, no one is willing to marry 
iier ; but she sits looking for omens. ^ 

Com. But whoever is still able to act a manly part — 

Lys. Why then* do you not die? You shall have a little 
pig :5 you shall purchase a coffin: I will now knead you a 
honey-cake.'' Take this and crown yourself ! [^Drenches him 
with water.'] 

1st Wom. And receive these' from me ! \_Drenches him,.'\ 

2nd Wom. And take this crown ! \^Drenches him.'] 

Lys. What is wanting ? What do you desire ? Go to the 
ship ! Charon calls you,* and you hinder him from setting sail. 

Com. Then is it not shameful that I should suflFer these 
things ? But, by Jove, I will show myself to the Committee 
forthwith, going as'-* I am. 

Lys. Will you lay a complaint'" against us, that we did not 
lay you out ? But on the third day at any rate the sacrifices 

' " Week' niclit tiiibe Gedanken." Droysen. 

* " (rrpand is sometimes undoubtedly used ^ irrpartin, but n-ooi- 
Ttia is never = a'rpnriri, an army." Liddell. See vs. 100. Eq. .587- 
Acharn. 251. Vesp. .3,51., 557. Thesm. 828, llfii). CT. Kriiger, Thuc. 
i. 3. Meineke, Com. Frag. ii. p. 568. Uarles, Diat. Philol. Darmstadt, 
1842, p. 55. " ^rijiiTipov, quod ad rem nostram spectat, illud gxiidem mti- 
tite." Brunek. 

'' "i. e. speculating upon the probabilities of her marriage." 
Wheekm-ight. " Dann sitzt sie und blattert im Traumbuch." Droysen. 

* '* Tuvero se7iex^ qidnon es (TTvaaL SvvaTur, curnonviorerisf ^' Bergler. 
= See Elmsley, Achavn. 788. Cf. Acharn. 691. 

^ '*i) ftfXtrroDrrnr tSiSoTO roTc rEKpoTg." Scholiast. 

' ** TCLQ raiviaq, iiq rolg vticpolQ 67r£/i7rov o'l 0i\ot." Scholiast. 

* Eurip. Ale. 25'l-, Xapuiv fi' ■•fii) KaXti. t'i ulXXeij ; liteiyov. Cf. 
Soph. Col. 1627. 

' " licPpiyUBVog." Scholiast. 

'» ifKaXiis is future, and refers to the object of his visit to the 
Committee. "Doch nicht um zu klagen," &c, Droysen. on i> 
never elided in Aristophanes. See note or Plut 137. 
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to the (lead will come from us very early' in the morning 
ready prepared. \_Exeunt Committee-man and attendants'^ 

Cho. of Men. It is his business to sleep no longer, who is 
free. But, sirs, let us strip ^ and set to work at this affair I 
For already these matters appear to me to savour of more and 
greater deeds ; and especially I scent the tyranny of Hip- 
pias ; ' and I fear greatly lest some men of the Spartans, 
having assonjbled here in the house of Clisthenes,'' should by 
craft stir up the women hateful to the gods to seize upon our 
money, and our pay, whereby I lived. For surely it is shame- 
ful that these, women as they are, should now advise the 
citizens, and prate about a brazen shield, and besides^ recon- 
cile us to the Lacedaemonians, to whom there's no trusting," 
unless one can a gaping wolf. But these things, sirs, they 
have contrived for a tyranny. But over me they shall not 
tyrannize ; for I will be on my guard, and will henceforth wear 
my sword in a myrtle-bough,'' and will lounge in the market- 

' " Trpwt as a dissyllable is unknown to the Attic dialect, neither 
is it once found in Aristophanes." Brunck. " rd. rpira are the 
offerings usually made on the third day from the burial." Enger. 

* " Exuendo nos praparemus, as the antistrophic verse 637 shows. 
So vs, 662, the old men say tiXXa r-qv eKf^fiid' tKSvtitfitBa, and vs. 686, 
the women say dXXd xVf^^t Sarrov iic£iiai/ic0a. Cf. Fritzsche, 
Thesm. 616. Meineke, Com. Frag. iii. 491." Enger. 

'■' " He plays upon the ambiguity of the expression. The Chorus 
fears lest the Lacedaemonians have made ii league with the Athe- 
nian women rrjv 'Ijriri'ou rvpavviSa KaraaTrjaovrtQ." Ettger. Cf. Time, 
vi. 54—58. 

* Comp. 1092. Vesp. 1187. 

' "Kai wpug, et inmper. Cf. Plut. 1001. Ran. 415, 611. Equit. 578. 
Ordo est; koX Trpos diaXXdrretv r'lfiag avSpdaiv AaKuit/tKolg," Brunch. 
Enger also approves of Brunck's remark. Nevertheless I am con- 
vinced they are both in error. StaWaTTitv is used absolutely, and 
TrpAj is a vox solita in hoc re. So Thuc. viii. 17, «<»' '} TrpAg jiaaiXia 
tvfifiaxld AaKtScufiovioig lykviTo ijSe. Comp. also viii. 36. I would 
therefore translate, "and make peace between us and the Lacediemo- 
nians.^* 

° Hom. Od. xi. 456, ouK'tri mara yvvait^v. 
" Denen just so viel zu traun ist, als 'nem Wolf mit oifnem Rachen." 

Droyaen. 
' Referring to the celebrated scolion ap. Athen. xv. p. 695, A., 
iv /ivpTov KXaSl rb ii(poQ ^opriau, 
iicTTrep 'ApjioSioQ KdpiaToyi'iTuv, k, t, X. 

Cf. Pelargi, Fragm. ii. Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 871. There is at the 
lame time an equivoque. Sec vs. 100)', injra. 

2 B U 
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place in arms nigh the statue ' of Aristogiton, and will stand 
beside him thus ;^ for that very destiny is mine,^ to smite the 
jaw of this old woman hateful to the gods. 

Cho. of Wom. Then your mother shall not recognise^ you 
when you enter the house. But, O dear matrons, let us first 
place these on the ground. For we, O all ye citizens, begin 
words serviceable to the state ; naturally, since it reared me 
splendidly in luxury. As soon as^ I was seven years of age 
I carried the peplus ; and then,'' when I was ten years of age, 
I was meal-grinder to Diana;' and then I was Arctos" at 
the Brauronia, wearing the safiron-coloured robe ; and at 
length, when I was a beautiful girl, I carried the basket, 
wearing a chain of figs. Do I not then owe^ it to the state 
to give it some good advice ? But if I am a woman, do not 
grudge me this,'" if I introduce something better than the 
present part of affairs. For I have a part in the contribu- 
tion ; for I contribute men. But you miserable old men have 
no part ; for after you have expended '^ your ancestral fund, 
as it is called, which you got from the Persians,'^ you do not 

• " Prope Aristogitonis statuam. Droysen incorrectly : unserm Arit- _ 
togeiton gleich." Enger. " Suitably to." Liddell. 

' " Et itaquidem apudeum stabo." Enger. 

' "Illud ipsum enim meum est, ut tanquam alter Aristogiton, hujus ama 
imperium affectantis — malasferiam." Enger. 

" Da auch mir das Schicksal hiess." Droysen. 

* "uTTo rtijv TrAT^yoiv tSv irap* i^fiwv dWotog yevfjuy.*' SchoUasU 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 10, obs. 3. 

• " Ordo est, dXerpts r/ SiKirig oiaa ry 'Apxiy^ri, KfT' t^owira rbv 
KpoKUiTov apKTQQ ij 'Bpavouviotg." Bentley. 

' " On the form of the dative, cf. Lob. Pliiyn. p. 429. 'ApyriyeTic 
is Diana, who was worshipped at Brauron, and to whom virgins 
were dedicated when they were ten years of age. Vid. Harpocr. 
voc. SexaTEviiv. Bekk. Anecd. p. 235, 1 ; Hi, 30." Enger. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. apKroQ. Cf. note on Thesm. 1013. 

' For the construction, see Lidd. Lex. in voc. 7rpoo0Ei\(ii. For 
apa = nonne, see note on Plut. 546. " £170 ergo, quie tot honores in pa- 
trid gessi, nonne debeo in compensationem ipsi utilia suadere." Seiske. 

10 " Verarget mir es nicht." Droysen. 
_ " " He has been obliged by the metre to place lira before the par- 
ticiple, which ought to_ follow it; for the natural order is : ivtl rof 
tpavov civaK., Ara oiiK avT." Brunch. The example Enger quotes 
from Nub. 860, is nihil ad rem. In the mean time I conjecture 
iiavaXiiaavTiQ. 

"= " This was a subscription made by the wealthy at the time of 
the Persian war." Droysen. See note on vs. 273. 
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pay in turn your contributions. But moreover we are in 
danger of being ruined by you. Then ought you to grumble ? 
But if you shall annoy me at all, I will strike your jaw with 
this untanned buskin. 

Cho. of Men. Then are not these matters great insolence ? 
and methinks the matter will increase still more. But who- 
• ever is a perfect man must repel the matter. Come, let us 
strip off our sleeveless coat, since it behoveth a man forthwith 
to savour of manhood ; but it does not become him to be 
muffled up. But come, ye white-footed,' now it behoveth us, 
who went to Lipsydrium,^ when as yet^ we were men, now it 
behoveth us to grow young again, and to make our whole body 
active,'' and to shake off this old age. For if any of us shall 
afford these if it were but a small handle,* they will in no wise 
fail of assiduous handicraft ; but they will both build ships, 
and furthermore attempt to fight by sea, and to sail against 
us, like Artemisia.^ But if they turn themselves to horse- 
manship, I strike the Knights off the list. For a woman is a 
creature most skilful in horsemanship and having a good seat.' 
And she would not slip off when it runs. See the Amazons 
whom Micon painted' on horseback fighting with the men ! 
But we ought to take and fit this neck ^ into the perforated 
stocks of all these. 

' " 6 * AptffTOipavjjg tiprj tovq vvv Xeyofitvov^ 'AXxftaidivlSag. ovroi ydp 
jroXffiov dpdftevoi Trpoc 'Iinriav tov Tvpavvov Kai Toiig JltifftaTpariSag 
iTiixiaav ToAuiiiiSptov." Scholiast. 

' " Lipsydrium was a stronghold in Mount Fames, from whicL 
place the Alcmaeonids made attacks upon the tyrant Hippias." Droyt. 
The interpreters inform us that a scolion upon Lipsydrium and 
the Alcmaeonids used to be sung at banquets. It is found in Athe- 
nseus XV. p. 695, E. It is well known that the chorus have acts at 
tributed to them which have occurred long before their time. Set 
note on vs. 273. 

' " Xtiiru vtiartpoi." Scholiast. • Comp. Av. 1437. 

» Comp. Equit. 841, 847. Nub. 551. 

' " Artemisia, the Carian queen, fought in the sea-fight at Sa- 
lamis against the Grecian fleet." Droyaen. 

' " Swa/uvov iTToxfladai." Scholiast. 

' "The Battle of the Amazons" was a celebrated painting in the 
Poicile at Athens executed by Micon, son of Plianichus. See Meurs. 
Ath. p. 20. Pausan. i. IS. The same subject is represented on 
several bas-reliefs in the Bi-itish Museum. 

' "The neck also was put into that perforated wood. Anacreou 
Sp. Atben. viii. p. 354, ttoXXo iiiv iv Jot/pi rSiif aij^lva." Bergltr, 
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Cho. of Wom. By the two goddesses, if you shall provoke 
me, I will now let loose my passion,' and will make you to- 
day call your fellow-tribesmen to your aid, being pommeled. 
But let us also,^ women, speedily strip, so that we may 
savour of women angered even to biting.' Now let any one 
come near me ! in order that he may never eat garlic or black 
Ijeans.'' Since, if you shall even merely speak ill of me, 
— for I am exceedingly angry, — I the beetle will deliver you 
like* an eagle that is laying eggs. For I will not care for 
you, if my Lampito live, and the dear Theban girl, well-born* 
[smenia. For you will have no power, not even if you make 
decrees seven times, who, O wretch, wast hateful even ' to all 
your neighbours. Therefore also yesterday, when I was 
making a feast* to Hecate, I invited from my neighbours a 
good and amiable girl as the companion of my children — an 
eel° from Boeotia ; but they said they would not send it, on 
account of your decrees. And you will not cease '" from these 
decrees, till some one, having taken you by the leg, take and 
break your heck. O thou" authoress of this deed and design, 
why hast thou come to me from the house with a sad coun- 
tenance ? 

"Rightly Voss, ' diesen langgestreckten Hals:' provided that be 
rightly understood. Keither Droyseii nor Bothe have understood 
it. Cf. Eccles. 624. Equit. 1045." Enger. See note on Thesm. 74. 

' " T7iv ipvaiv \iyu, Triv opyriv." Scholiast. 

' ^' fiLfiovvrai ToijQ tHjv avSpuiv Xoyovg." Scholiast. 

' " Pertinadter," Brunch, "■ko.vv." Scholiast. " Ipsis dentibus te- 
nens est aliroSa^, ut idem significet, quod oSd^, cujus tamen signifi- 
catlo avigetuv : pertinaciter." Enger. 

' The first being part of their provisions for war, the second for 
the law-courts. Cf. Eq. 41. 

' "Xhttsi lie." Scholiast. See note on Plut. 314. For the fable, 
see note on Pax, 133. 

' For similar accumulations of the attributive adjective, cf. Avesp 
896. Soph. Aj. 205. 

' "Du verhasst selbst deinen Nachsten." Droysen. 

« " iopTijv." Scholiast. Comp. Lidd. Lex. in voc. "Als zxn 
Hekatefeier Ich den Kindern gab ein Schmauschen." Droysen. 
toIq vaial belongsto r-qv iraipav. Enger and Brunck put commas 
after fydi and ytiTovatv. 

» TT'tpa TrpoaSoKiav. '» See Matthia, Gr. Gr. § 517, obs. 1. 

" "From the Telephus of Euripides." Scholiast. "The other 
v(!rse Aristophanes seems to have made himself, or adopted from 
Bome other source," Enger, 
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Lts. Wicked women's proceedings and llie female mind 
make me down-liearted, and to walk up' and down. 

Cho. of Wom. What do you say ? what do you say ? 

Lys. The truth ! the truth ! 

Cho. of Wom. What is there alarming ? Tell it to your 
own friends ! 

Lys. But it is disgraceful^ to mention, and difficult to keep 
silent. 

Cho. of Wom. Do not then conceal from me what ill we 
have suflFered. 

Lys. To speak in fewest words,' we long for the men. 

Cho. ok Wo.m. O Jupiter ! 

Ly'S. Why call on'' Jupiter? In truth this is so. Con- 
sequently I am no longer able to keep tlieni from their 
husbands ; for they are escaping by stealth. The first I 
caught Widening the hole where the cave of Panels; the 
other, again, creeping down by the pulley ; ^ the other desert- 
ing ; the other one upon a sparrow, purposing now to fly 
down to the house of Orsilochus,' I dragged down yester- 
day by the hair. And they keep making all sorts of ex- 
cuses ' so as to depart home. In sooth, one of them is now 
coming. Hollo you ! whither ai;e you running ? [_A woman 
attempts to run past/] 

1st Wom. I wish to go home ; for my Milesian fleeces are 
being destroyed by the moths at home. 

Lys. What" moths ? Will you not go back again ? 

1st Wom. But, by the two goddesses, I will return 
speedily, when I have only spread them out on the couch — 

Lys. Don't spread them out, or depart any whither ! 

*' Mulierum facta earumqiw libido anxiam me redduntt ui quid facif 
dujn sit nesciam." Engn-. 

* " From Euripides." 5fAoKrt5<. " From .Eseh. Prom. 197." Bnmck. 

• "Vva (TvvTo^wQ t'nrw," Scholiast. 

* " The whole of that <(i ZsS and ri 'Lt\v a'vTilq, appears to be taken 
om Euripides." Eiiger. " 'i'he Scliol. Villois. on II. B. 153, ap- 
ears to have had this passage in his mind." Reisig. 

' " The cave of Pan under the rocks called Uacrce on the northern 
side of the Acropolis, (.'f. Eur. Creus. vs. 946, and vs. 11. Meurs. 
Ath. ii. 6." Brunch. 

' " This belonged to the well in the temple of Neptune." Droysen. 

' " 7ropvo(3o(7K6c Kai /ioiYOfi tal iTri.S^Xuri/n cui^yoctrat." S«/lQli(Ut, 

" Comp. Herod, vi. S(j. 

• See note 'on vs. 117R infra. 
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I ST WoM. Must I then suffer the fleeces to be destroyed ? 

Its. Pe*, if there be need of this.' \\st woman goes huck 
II gain.'] 

2nd Wom. Ah me, miserable ! miserable for my flax which 
[ have left at home unhackled ! 

Lts. See ! here's another coming out for her unhackled 
flax ! 2 Come back again hither ! 

2nd Wom. But, by Diana,' I will return instantly when 1 
have barked it ? ^ 

Lys. Don't* bark it ! for if you begin this, another woman 
will wish to do the same, \_2nd woman goes back again.] 

3rd Wom. O mistress^ Ilithyia, delay my parturition until 
I shall have gone to a place not hallowed ! 

Lys. Why do you talk this nonsense? 

3kd Wom. I shall bring forth immediately. 

Lys. But you were not pregnant yesterday. 

3rd Wom. But to-day / am. Come, Lysistrata, send nie 
home as soon as possible to the midwife ! 

Lys. What tale are you telling ? What is this hard thing' 
that you have ? 

3rd Wom. A male child. 

Lys. Not you, by Venus ! except that* you appear to have 
some hollow brazen vessel. I will know. \_Feels her dress.] 
O you ridiculous ! said you you were pregnant, when you had 
the sacred 8 helmet? 

3rd Wom. And I am pregnant too, by Jove ! 

Lys. Why then had you this ? 

3rd Wom. In order that, if my delivery should come upon 

' "1st 's niithig, ja! " Droysen. For firi SiairtTavvv fxriS' aviXdyg, 
(vs. 733,) see Hermann, Vig. n. 268. 

^ " When the woman talks of her.^b«;, Lysistrata, in ojder to give 
an obscene turn to her words, substitutes ajiopytQ for a/iopyif. For 
afiopyi-e has no obscenity about it ; whereas d/iopyie or d/i6pyij = 
amurca, which is here transferred to another kind of liquid." Evgen 

' Comp. note on vs. 443. 

' " a'TToXi^aaa. Cf. vs. 953." Enger. 

' See note on Vesp. 1418. 

' " li iroTvi ElXel^via, belong to Tragedy, so that iroTvia with t!ie 
first syllable long is no way offensive. Vid. Reisig, p. 102." Enge 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 6. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 4, obs. 6. 

" " She calls the helmet Upav, because the woman _had taken il 
•rom the temple of Minerva." Enger. 
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me while still in the Acropolis, I might go into' this helmet 
and bring forth, as the pigeons do. 

Lys. What do you say ? You are making excuses. The 
matter is evident. Will you not wait here for the helmet's ' 
naming-day ? 

3rd Wom. But I am not even able to sleep in the Acro- 
polis, since once I saw the serpent, the guardian^ of the house. 

4th Wom. And I, unhappy, am destroyed with want o: 
sleep through the owls, which are constantly crying, " tO' 
who."* 

Lys. My good women, cease from your juggling tricks! 
You long for your husbands perhaps : but do you not think 
that we long for them ? They spend uneasy nights, I well 
know. But hold out, my good friends, and persevere stili 
further for a short time ! for we have an oracle that we shall 
prevail, unless we be distracted by seditions. Now this is* 
the oracle. 

Cho. of Wom. Tell us what it says.^ 

Lys. Be silent now ! " But when the Swallows,' avoiding 
tlie Hoopoes, cower into one place, and abstain from the 
phallus, there shall be a rest from evils, and high-thundering 
Jove shall make' the higher to be lower" 

Cho. of Wom. Shall we lie above them ? 

' "laPaaa is not to be understood in its proper force, nor are we 
to infer from that that the helmet was of a vast size, seeing that she 
had been able to hide it under her dress." Enger. 

^ napd irpoaSoKiaVf for TraiSiov. 

' " riv Upbv SpaKOVTa Trjs'A^rjvag, tov ^vXaica rov vaov." Sc/ioUast. 
Cf. Valckn. Herod, viii. 41. 

• " Tvtvbantium. Vid. interpretes ad Plaut. Men. iv. 2, 90." Brunch. 
Shakspeare, Love's Labour Lost, act v. sc. 2, 

"Then nightly sings the staring owl, 
To-who ; 
Tu-whit, to-who, a merry note, 
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot." 
Comp. Dodwell, Itin. vol. ii. p. 43. 

' Cf. Aves, 1026, and for the construction, see notes on Vcsp. 80. 
Aves, 179. 

• An example of " Anticipation.'' See note on Nub. 1148. Ec- 
cles. 1126. ' " aX yvvaXKCs," Scholiast. 

• " This signiiies the same as dv(o xarto TToiiiau. In this passagft 
= shall change the state of things so much, that the safety of the 
•late shall depend on the women, and not on the men." Ennet. 
" rh irriKpaHirTfpa (iirfKiaruia iroiqirM' Toi( avipac SriXovSri." ScM, 
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Lys. ''but if the Swallows be at variance,' and fly 

■awHy with their wings from the sacred temple, no longer shall 
any bird whatever appear to be more lewd." 

Cho. op Wom. By Jove, the oracle is clear ! Let us not 
tlien, O all ye gods, give up through suiFering ; but let us go 
in. For this toill be disgraceful, my dearest women, if we 
shall betray the oracle.^ [^Exit Lysistrata.'] 

Cho. of Men. I wish to tell you a story, which I once 
heard myself when I was yet a boy ; in this wise : ' — There 
was once a youth, Melanion, who, avoiding marriage, went to 
a desert place and dwelt in the mountains. And then lie 
hunted hai;es,'' having made nets : and he had a dog. And 
he returned home again no more by reason of liis hatred. So 
much * did he abominate the women : and we, who are chaste, 
abominate them no less than Melanion." 

Old Man. I wish, old woman, to kiss you 

Woman. Then you shall not eat an onion.' 

Old Man. and to lift up your leg and tread on you. 

Woman. You wear a large beard. 

Old Man. For Myronides* also was rough in those parts, 
and black-bottomed to all his foes ; and thus also was Phormio.'-' 

■ " Doch wenn sie nicht eintrilchtiglich sind." Droysen. 

' " If we leave the oracle in the lurch." Droysen. 

' Enger's edition connects ovtidc; with rjv viog, and gives a full 
stop after uiv. ovrwq is the regular word used to introduce a story. 
Plato, Phaed. § 29, r]v ovtih Si) ttoiq, ^aWov 5f viaviaKOQ. Vesp. 1182» 
o'vTui ttot' ijv /iuj Kai ya\^. Cf. Meineke, Com. Fragm. iii. p. 82, 
who adds, "oiii-iug is generally prefixed to stories which a person is 
going to relate." " For Melanion the son of Amphidamas, and his 
love for Atalanta, see Apollod. iii. 9." Dindorf. 

* See Lobeck, Phryn. p. 627. 

' " We must write ovtuq . . . ifideXvxBri rd-s yvvatKaQ." Enger. 
' " And them with no inferior hate 
We, as Melanion Avise, abominate." WJieelwright. 
' " Women are accustomed to slap the faces of those who kiss 
ihem when they don't choose. Correctly therefore the Scholiast: 
* oiov xXavnu Kai ^wpte Kpofiftvtjjv.* " Enger. 

* '* Svo "^IvpwviSai 7]<jav' ivddSt fii^vrirui rov Iv Ou'q^utolq vtKrtaav- 
TttQ.'' Scholiast. See Thucyd. i. 108. For (cw ydp, see Kriiger Gr 
dr. § 69, 32, obs. 21. 

' ■' De Phormione Scholiasta ad Pae. 347 : ' aiiroij /jifivrirai 6 
K'ofjiiKdQ ev'l7r7rev(n (vs. 562) Kai BajSuXwi'totg, EuttoXi^ 'Aff parevTotg.* " 
Enger. He was the son of Asopus. See note on Pax, 317. Brunck 
reads wf Se Kai, which seems much better- See notes on Pa\, 
i$0, 363. 
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Clio OF WoM. I iilso wisli to tell you a story in reply to 
your Melanion. There was a certain Timon.' unsettled, en- 
compassed round as to his face with unapproachable thorns,' 
a scion of the Furies. This Tiraon, then, by reason of his 
hatred, went off having imprecated many curses against wicked 
men. So much did he always hate in return your' wicked 
men ; but he was very dear to the women. 

Woman. Would you that I strike your jaw ? 

Old Man. By no means ! I am afraid of it. 

Woman. But I wiU strike you with my leg. 

Old Man. You will show your ancles. 

Woman. Yet, however, yon would not see tlieni with long 
hair, though I am an old woman, but depillateil with the lamp.'' 
\^Enter Lt/sistrata attended by several women.] 

Lys. Ho ! ho, women ! come hither to me quickly ! 

1 ST WoM. What's the matter ? tell me, what means the cry ? 

Lys. I see a man, a man approaching frantic, seized'' with 
the transports of love. O mistress,^ who rulest over Cyprus 
and Cytheraj and Paphos, proceed straight on the course you 
are going ! 

1st Wom. Where is he, whoever he is ? 

Lys. Near the temple of Ceres.' 

1st Wom. Oh, by Jove, in truth there is ! Who* in the 
world is he ? 

Lys. Look ! Does any one of you know him ? 

Mykkh. Yes, by Jove, I do; and he is my husband 
Cinesias.'' 

' See note on Aves, 1549. For ailpvTOc, see Lob. Phryn. p. 780; 
Meineke, Com. Frag. ii. p. 135, 136; Eur. Iph. T. 971. 

' " Der Welt mit unzuganglichem Hasse dorn umzbunt." Droyseii. 

' " iinSiv vix varum est." Enger. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. ^ 47, 9. 
roTc ttlaKiSoaiv airuiv, Thuc. iv. 126. twv fiPwvrwv avTuv, ibid. 132. 
Toiaiv airpayiioaiv v/tdv, Vesp. 1040. Cf. ibid. 1274. Nub. 527. 

* Comp. Eccles. 12. » See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 28, 10, obs. 5. 
' "This appears to be a verse of some tragedian, so that Kvirpov 

■with the first syllable long is no offence. See Reisig, p. 102." Engcr. 
' " There was a temple of Ceres, called XXoi;, in the city near the 
Acropolis. See Meurs. Gr. Fer. in XXStta." Bntnck. " Cerec' 
name Chloe is taken from the verdure of the corn-fields. See Athen. 
xiv. p. 618 D. So 'flava Ceres' in Virgil." Bergler. 

* Cf. note on vs. 171 

' " We must not understand Cinesias son of Meles, the Ditby- 
rambic poet. See Meineke, Com. Frag. i. p. 229." A'nyw 
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Lys. 'Tis your business ' now to roast him, and torture him, 
and cheat him utterly, and to love him and not love him, and 
to afford liim all things, except those of which ^ tlie cud is 
conscious. 

Myrrh. Don't trouble yourself: I'll do so. 

Lys. Moreover I will remain' here and cheat hira utterly 
and roast him thoroughly. But do you depart ! [Exit Myr- 
rhina, and enter Cinesias, attended by a servant leading his 
child by the hand.'] 

CiN. Ah me, miserable ! What a spasm and what a ten- 
sion possesses me,'' as if I were raciied upon a wheel ! 

Lys. Who is this who stands within the outposts?* 

CiN. I! 

Lys. a man ? 

CiN. Yes, a man. 

Lys. Then will you not begone out of the way ? 

CiN. Who are you who drive me out ? 

Lys. a day-watcher. 

CiN. By the gods, then, call me out Myrrhina ! 

Lys. Must I call^ your Myrrhina, quoth'a? Who are you? 

CiN. Her husband, Cinesias the Pseonian.^ 

Lys. Welcome, thou dearest ! for thy name' is not without 

' "Sei 's deines Amtes, ihn zu spicken, am Spiess zu drehn, 
Henimzunarren, zu lieben ja, zu lieben nein, 
Dich ihm hinzugeben, so weit — der Kelch es dir erlaubt! " 

Droysen, 
' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs. 1. 
' Dobree proposed Trtpt/iivova' , eum opperiens. 
' Plaut. Cist. ii. 1, 4, jactor, crucior, agitor, stimulor, versor in 
araoris rota miser. Cf. Plut. 876. Nub. 1208. 
' " Halt! wer da innerhalb der Postenreihe? " Droysen. 
' "icaXstro) is the aorist subjunctive, and by iSov she mocks the 
previous words of Cinesias, iKKoKiaov /jloi Mvppivnv. See Dobree, 
Plut. 965." Bnger. Cf. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 2, obs. 3. Mus. Crit. 
ii. p. 39. Elmsley, Med. vs. 1242. Dawes, M. C. p. 123. Horn. II. 
K, 62. Eur, Med. 1275. For ISoii, see note on Eccles. 133. 

' "Gentile Attici pagi." Dindorf's Index. Enger reads Heoi'iJijjj 
from the conjecture of Bentley. " naiZsi irpbg to ttsoe, oij dirA Jij/iow 
'vof." Scholiast. 
' " Siavait,ti rac yvvaXicaQ u)g ipiiaag tov kivuv." Scholiast. 
" Willkommen, Liebstei ! denn bei Gott nicht unberiihmt 
1st bier bei uns dein Name mehr noch ungenannt ; 
Dein liebes Weibchen fiihrt dich immerfort ira Mund. 
Wenn sie 'nen Apfel oder ein Ei hat, sagt sie gleich : 
'O konnl' Ich 's meinem Kinesias geben.' " Vroffta. 
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fame among us, nor yet inglorious. For your wife constantly 
has you in her raoutli ; ' and if she get an egg or an apple, 
she says, " May Cinesias have this ! " 

CiN. Oh, by the gods ! 

Lys. Yes, by Venus ; and if any conversation about hus- 
mnds arise, straightway your wife says, tliat everything else 
is nonsense in comparison with Cinesias. 

CiN. Go then, call her ! 

Lys. What then ? will you give me any thing ? 

CiN. Aye, by Jove, will I, if you wish it ! I have this 
What, then, I have, I give you. 

Lys. Come then, let me'^ descend and call her. 

CiN. Very quickly then ! \_Exit Li/dstrata.'] For I have 
no pleasure in my life since she went away from the house ; 
but I am grieved when I go in ; and every thing appears to 
me to be desolate ; and 1 find no pleasure in my victuals 
when I eat, for I am tortured. 

Myrrh, {talking with Lysistrata in the Acropolis above). 
I love him, I love him ; but he is not willing to be loved by 
me. Do not call me to him ! 

Cix. My dearest little Myrrhina, why do you act thus ? 
Come down^ hither ! 

Mybkh. By Jove, I will not go down thither ! 

CiN. Will you not come down when I call you, Myrrhina ? 

Myrrh. No; for you call me when you don't want me 
at all. 

CiN. I not in want of you ? Nay, rather, undone. 

Myrrh. I will go away. 

CiN. Nay don't, pray ! but at least hearken to your little 
child ! \_Turning to the child.'\ Ho you ! will you not call* 
your mother ? 

Child. Mamma ! mamma ! mamma ! ^ 

' Comp. Msch. Theb. 51. 

" Cf. vss. 890, 916. Plut. 768, 790, 9G4. Pax, 23*, 252. Vesp. H8, 
990, 1497. Ecclea. 725, 869. Soph. Phil. 1452. Sometimes the 
present subjunctive is used in the same manner. See Vesp. 906, 
990. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 2, obs. 1. Elmsl. Heracl. 559. Med. 
1242. 

» See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 36, 4, obs. 4. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 4. 

* "Puerulum non ipse Cinesias, ut Droysenius arbitcatur, «t*d 
Manes gestabat. Vid. vs. 908." Snger. 
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CiN. Ho you ! what are ' you about ? Do you not even pity 
the little child, being unwashed and unsuckled six days past ? 

Mi-RRH. Of course I pity it; but its father ^ is negligent. 

CiN. Come down, my good girl, to your little child ! 

Mtkrh. What ^ a thing it is to be a mother ! I must de- 
scend. For what shall I do ? * \_Enter Myrrhijia.'] 

CiN. Why she seems to me to have become much younger, 
and more loving'' to look at ; and in that she is cross to me, 
and bears herself haughtily," these are the very things now 
which kill me with desire. 

Mtrrh. O thou dearest little child ^ of a bad father ! come, 
let me kiss you, most dear to your mother ! 

CiN. Why, O wretch, do you do this, and comply with 
other women, and cause me to be grieved, and* art grieved 
yourself ? 

Mtrrh. Don't put your hand on me ! 

Gin. While you are ruining ^ my and your property, which 
is in the house. 

Myrrh. I care little about them. 

CiN. Care you little about your thread, which is tossed '" 
about by the cocks and hens ? 

> Comp. Nub. 708, 816. Vesp. 1. Av. 1044. Nub. 662, 791. Sae 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 46, 3, obs. 1. 

' An example of the Ethical Dative (der etliische Dativ) ; mostly 
in the case of personal pvonouns. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 48, 6, and 
vss. 101, 1192. Pax. 269, 282, 893. Nub. 1313. 

^ Eurip. Iph. A. 917, Stivuv ru riKTHv^ kul fkpet (piXrpov fteya. Cf. 
Phoen. 358. 

* " Formulam illustravit Valck. ad Plioen. p. 335." Brvnck. Cf. 
vs. 954. PI. 603. Av. 1432. Eccles. 860. Nub. 798. ^sch. Theb. 
1060, ed. Blomf. 

' See note on Aves, 451. 

• " Correctly the Ravenna Scholiast, ' aXaJoviKwf Spuffrtrai.' On 
the etymology, Schol. Venet. ad Pac. 25, ' ol jiiv dirb fipivBovi; tow 
^uroli, ol Si fLvpov tlSo^, (^ xp'^^^'''^^ ^'^ yvvaLKEQ Kai tn avTt^ J^^y** 
^povovai.' Brunck cites Hemst. ad Lucian. Dial. Mort. x. 8, p. 
367." Enffer. Cf. Equit. 512. Xenoph. Anab. i. 8, 11. 

' iEsch. Prom. Solut., ixSpou rrarpog /loi tovto ^ikTarov riicvov.- 
Comp. vs. 684. 

' A parody on Eur. Med. 1361, KauTt) yt Xvttu, xal KaxCiv koi- 
VbiVOQ el. 

' Cf. vs. 999. Plut. 996. Vesp. 939. Nub. 1427. Aves, 822. Equit. 
75, 1323. 

"t " \'on den Huhnern ganz zerrissen wird." Droysen. " Staawm- 
KtvtiQ.'* Scholiast, 
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Myrrh. Even so, by Jove ! ' 

CiN. The rites of Venus have been so long a time uncele- 
brated by you. Will you not go back ? 

Myrrh. Not I, by Jove I unless you make peace anj cease 
from the war. 

CiN. Therefore, if it seem good to you, we will cVn do so. 

Myrrh. Therefore, if it seem p-ood to you, 1 will e'en go 
thither; but now I have sworn not tn do it. 

CiN. At least lie down with lue for''' a while ! 

Myrrh. Certainly not! and yet I cannot say ^ that I do 
not love you. 

CiN. Do you love me ? Why then do you * not lie down, 
my little Myrrhina ? 

jMyrrh. O you ridiculous man ! in presence of the 
child ? 

Cm. No, by Jove ! but. Manes, do you take it home ! 
IServant leads the child q/^] There! the child is now out 
of the way : will you not lie down ? 

ISIyrrh. Why, where could one do this, you rogue ? 

CiN'. V'ery well,* where the temple of Pan is. 

Myrrh. Why, how, pray, any longer could I go to the 
Acropolis pure ? 

CiN. Very 'well, I ween, after you have washed in the 
Clepsydra.'' 

Myrrh. Shall I then, pray, break my oath, you rogue, 
after having sworn ? 

CiN. On my head be it ! ' Don't be concerned at all for 
your oath ! 

Myrrh. Come then, let me bring a little bed for us. 

CiN. By no means ! It suffices us upon the ground. 

' " 1st einerlei I " Droysen. 

' See note on Plut. 1055, and for aXXh, see note oh Thesm. 424. 

" " Elai non possim negare." Brtmck. Cf. Thes. 603, vol Tif rpi^fiirai ; 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 3, and note on Aves, S47. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, obs. 2. 

" Brunck compares Eccles. 321. Thesra. 292. "In this passage 
Reisig saw that we must write, ottou ; rb roi) Ilavue icaXov, as I have 
edited." Enger. For raXav, see note on Eccles. 90. 

" "Clepsydra was a fountain at Athens flowing from the Acro- 
polis." Brunck. " It was called Clepsydra, because it was an iuttr- 
mtttent spring. Formerly it was called Empedo." Scholiatt. 

' Comp. Ach. 8SS. 
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Mtrkii. By Apollo, I will not' make you lie down upon 
the ground, although being such ! \^Iiuns off.^ 

CiN. Of a truth it is right well evident that my wife loves 
me.* 

Myrrh, (returning with a bedstead). There ! lie down 
quickly ; and I will undress myself. [^Cinesias lies down upon 
the bedS\ And yet, bless' my soul, I must bring out a mat- 
tress. 

CiN. What mattress ? Don't talk to me"* of that ! 

Myrrh. Yea, by Diana ! for it were shameful to lie upon 
the bed-cords. 

Gin. Let me give you a kiss then ! 

Myrrh. There ! [^Kisses him and runs off.'\ 

CiN. All ! Return then very quickly ! 

Myreh. (returning with a mattress). There's a matti-ess ! 
Lie down ! I'll now undress myself. And yet, bless my 
Boul ! you have not a pillow. 

CiN. Neither do I want one. 

Myrrh. But, by Jove, I do ! [liuns off.'] 

CiN. Truly my carcase is entertained like Hercules.^ 

Myrrh, (returning with a pillow). Rise ! jump up I** 

CiN. I have every thing now.' 

Myrrh. All, pray ? * 

CiN^. Come then, my little treasure ! ^ 

' iia Tov 'Air. jiri KaraKKivS) ^ov /i^ KaraKXivCi. See note on Kcclcs. 
1000. For Kaijrip, see note on Eccles. 159. 

" See note on Pax, 913. "A comma is generally placed after 
Sri\7i 'anv, so that KaXCig is joined with ipiXiX. The recent editors 
have rightly followed Schafer on Greg. Cor. p. 531. See also his 
note on Soph Rex, 1008, w iraX, KaXutg el Si)Xog ovk etSwg ri Spag, 
where the Augustan glossographer rightly explains KaXds by 
iravv." Enger. 

' See notes on Vesp. 524. Av. 648. Cf. vss. 921, 926. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. % 48, 6, obs. 2, and § 62, 3, obs. 12. Cf. 
Eqiiit. 19. Nub. 84, 433. Vesp. 1179, 1400, and vs. 938, infra. 

' Comp. £quit. 1162, and see note on Plut. 314. " irapoifiia tjri 
rail' PpaSvvovTiov. oi yAp viroStxojievoi rbv 'HpaKXia j^paditiovatv. 
aSijfdyoQ yap o jjpwe." Scholiast. 

' "That 1 may put the pillow under you." Scholiast. 

' " Htee sufflciant, jam omnia habeo : acirumbe igitur " Enger. 

' " Offlciosa mulier, quam hie Myrrhina gerit, quasi meditan», 
num revera nihil jam possit desiderari, se ipsam interrogat airavTa 
Brjra ; " Enger. I have followed Brunck. 

• Comp. Ach. 1201. 
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Myhrh. Now I'll undo my girdle ! ' Remember then ; do 
not deceive me about the peace. 

CiN. Then 2 may I perish, by Jove ! 

Myeeh. You have not a counterpane.^ 

CiN. Neither do I want one, by Jove ; but I want some- 
thing else. 

Mttrrh. Don't trouble yourself ! You shall do so ; for 1 
will come speedily. \^Runs q/f.] 

CiN. The woman ■• will kill me with her bed-clothes. 

MrRRH. (returning with a counterpane). Eaise yourself up ! 

CiN. But I am raised up already. 

Mykbh. Would you that I anoint you ? 

CiN. Nay, do not, by Apollo ! 

Myrrh. Yea, by Venus, whether you will or no ! \_Runs off'.'] 

CiN. O Lord Jove, would the unguent were ^ poured out ! 

Myrrh, (returning with a flash of ointment). Beach forth 
your hand now, and take it and anoint yourself ! 

Gin. By ApoUo, this ointment is not sweet ! unless to be 
dilatory and not savouring of marriage be so.* 

Myrrh. Ah me, miserable ! I have brought the Rhodian^ 
unguent. 

' " Das Busenband." Droysen. 

» See notes on Av. 161, 1308. ' " Schlafpelz." Droysen. 

• "dvri Tov ri yvvri." Scholiast. Cf. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 43, 1, oba. 
1. Viger, p. 77. 

' " Dass alle Salbe zum Hanker ware ! " Droysen. " Ubicunquo 
tide vel ai^i additur optativo, significatur optari ut sit aliquid nunc, 
quod non est, aut ut Jutunim sit, quod non est futurum." Hermann. 
"eiBi, utinam, stands with an optative, or with an historical tense of 
the indicative : eiSe cltt'ioi utinam abeat, liii aTreXdot titinam abierit, 
lidt avyu utinam abiret, eiSe airriKSiiv utinam abiisset." Kriiger. See 
his Grammar, ^ 54, 3, obs-. 3. Cf. vs. 973, infra. Equit. 404, 619. 
Thesm. 1050. Ecclcs. 938, 947. 

* " Voss translates it rightly enough as to the sense : ' nicht lie- 
blich, nein bei Apollon, ist die Salbe da ; nur ledigen Aufschub d/uftet sie, 
nichts HochzeitUches.' li iirj — yt after a negation fortius affirmat, and 
signifies the same as aXKa — ys. Vide L. Dindorf, ap. Steph. Thes. 
iii. p. 190. Cf. Equit. IBS, /iwv ik koKEiv li KayaBuv; AA. ud; roif 
Siois, ti 111] 'k irovTipdv ye, immo ex improbis. Thesm. 898, atrij Qio- 
vori Hpiariuig. V. fia rw S'tii, ei iirj KpirvXXa y' 'AvriBiov FapyriTrodiv, 
immo sum Critylla. Fritzsche has not rightly understood this pas- 
•ase." Enger. 

' Bergler remarks, that the Rhodian unguent was an inferior 
sort. Enger reads poSiov. 

2 F 
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CiN. 'Tis excellent ! Never mind it,' my good girl ! 

Myrrh. Nonsense! \^Runsoff.'] 

CiN. May he perish most miserably, who first Loiied un- 
guents ! 

MYitRH. (returning with a fresh fiasK). Take this casket ! 

CiN. But I have another. Come, you tiresome ^ thing, lie 
down and don't bring me any thing at all ! 

Myrrh. I will do so, by Diana ! In sooth I am taking off 
my shoes. But, my dearest, see that you vote to make peace. , 

CiN. I will determine about it. \Exit Myrrhina.'\ My 
wife has undone me and killed me, both in all other respects, 
and because she has flayed me and gone. Ah me ! what shall 1 
do ?' Whom shall I solicit, being disappointed of the prettiest 
of all ? How shall I educate this ? Where's the Dog-fox ? * 
Let out* a nurse to me. 

Cho. of Men. thou unhappy, thou art afflicted in thy 
soul with dreadful suffering, having been deceived ! And I 
pity you, alas ! alas ! For what kidneys could hold out, what 
soul,^ and what bowels, and what loins ? What rump could, 
being strained, and not having to do with any one in the 
morning ? ' 

CiN. O Jove, what dreadful convulsions ! * 

Cho. of Men. This, however, has your all-abominable 
and all-execrable wife now done to you. 

CiN. No, by Jove, but dear and sweetest of all ! 

Cho. of Men. Don't talk to me^ of sweet! Abominable, 

" Comp. Equit. 1243. Reisig, Com. Crit. Soph. Col. p. 314. 
' " oi?wpof, which has the « long according to analogy and the 
usage of the poets, always shortens it in Aristophanes. Cf. Nub. 
65.5. Vesp. 1504, 1514. Av. 1641." Enger. 

' See note on vs. 884. * See note on Equit. 1069. 

" " Schaff schnell ein Hiirlein Amme ! " Droysen. He should 
have said " verpachte schnell," &c. 

' " Parodied from the Andromeda of Euripides, troXai Xtpddig, iroia 
aacpfiv." Scholiast. 

' Comp^ vs. 1089, infra, and Pax, 1313. 

" dnvuv avTiaTraaiiCtv, without an article, is suspected bV Rei- 
sig : on this see Hermann, Nub. 817." Enger. For similar omis- 
sions of the article see Nub. 1476. Plut. 1126, 1128, 1132 Eur 
Hipp. 527, 1444. Ale. 400. Soph. Aj. 908. Plato, Rep. vi. p. SOg! 
C, Eur. Orest. 402, 1022. Androm. 1179. Here. F. 899 1S74 
ll'-r. 661. jEsch. Pers. 114, 728 924. 

" .^i-e note on vs. 1178. 
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abominable certainly, l^xit Ci/iesias.] Jove, Jove, would 
Uiat you would whirl her away and turn her round,' and carry 
her off with a great whirlwind and liurricane, as you do the 
heaps of corn, and then let her go, and she might be borne 
back again to the earth, and then suddenly bestride the trident ! 
[^£nter LacedcBmonian Herald and Committee-man.'] 

Her. Where is the Senate of the Athenians, or the'' Pry- 
tanes ? I wish to make an announcement. 

Com. Whether are you a man or Conisalus ?^ 

Hek. By the two god.^s, I have come from Sparta as a he- 
rald, young* man, about tlie peace ! 

Com. And then, pray, have you come with a spear under 
your arm ? 

Her. No, by Jove, not I ! 

Com. Whither are you turning yourself? Why, pray, do 
you put forward your cloak ? or have you a swelling in the 
groin from your journey ? 

EIer. The fellow's a Ibol,'' by Castor ! 

Com. But you are excited, O you most abominable ! 

Her. No, by Jove, not I ! Don't talk nonsense '' again ! 

Com. But what's this here ? 

Her. a Spartan scytale.'' 

CoK. Aye, if this too is a Spartan scytale.^ But tell ine 
the truth, as to one'' that knows ! How are your affairs at 
Sparta ? 

' Comp. Thesm. 61. 

' " The nominative masc. and fem. of the article originally be- 
gan with a T. roe and n), however, are not found. In the nom. 
plur. the Dorians said rol. ral, as did the Epic writers frequently. 
Sometimes in Herodotus, i. 186, vi. 68." Kriiger. Comp. Rose's 
Greek Inscriptions, p. 59, and Class, ii. No. 6, p. 66. For iivviKai, 
comp. vs. 94. 

^ Sai^iitv TrpiaTTtitSijQ." Scholiast. 

* " Kvpaavtr vtavia, t(ptiPt." Suidas. "The two gods," in the 
mouth of a. Spartan, mean Castor and Pollux. See note on Ach. 
90S. 

' " \fipoQ Kai /toraiof." Scholiaat. " vaKaiop' jimpoQ." Reiychi'.u. 
*' iToKtQQ' 6 OKbiiTTriQ, TiBtrai Kai tTTL Tov dtpftovo^," Suidas. 

° Pres. imperat. of TrXalSidio, nugor. Of. vs. 171. " So iraSti, 
ipurtt. tf^l3rj, opt]." Brunck. 

' See note on Av. 1283. 

" " Scilicet si hae quoque (>; ■Troadt) fiov) est sci/ta!a Laconica,'' Enger. 

' " For the common formula ws jrpoe liSoTa or lidorai., sec Schbfct 
ad Greg. Cor. p- 833-" Enger. 

2 F 2 
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Hek. All Sparta is excited, and all the allies are excited 
There is need of Pellene.' 

Com. From whom did this misfortune fall upon you ? From 
Pan?2 

Her. No; Lampito, I think, began it; then the other 
women throughout Sparta at once, as if starting from one 
starting-post, drove away their husbands from, their beds. 

Com. How are you then ? 

Hek. We are distressed;' for we go bending through the 
city, as if carrying'' lamps. For the women will not even 
suffer us to touch them, till we all with one accord make peace 
with Greece. 

Com. This thing has been sworn to by the women from all 
parts : I have just now^ ascertained it. But bid them as soon 
as possible send here ambassadors with full powers to treat 
about peace ! and I will bid the senate choose other ambas- 
sadors from hence. Laving exhibited this. 

Her. I will fly ; for you speak altogether most excellently. 
\_Exeunt Herald and Committee-man. 2 

Cho. op Men. There is no wild beast more unconquerable 
than a woman, nor fire, nor any panther so shameless. 

Cho. of Wom. Why, are you aware of this, and then make 
war upon me, when it is in your power, you wretch, to have 
me a firm friend ? 

Cho. of Men. " For I will^ never cease to hate woman." 

Cho. op Wom. Well, when' you please : but now I will 
not suffer you to be thus naked. For see how ridiculous you 
are ! Come, let me come to you and put on' your sleeveless 
coat ! 

Cho. of Men. This,^ by Jove, which you have done is 

' " A courtesan, according to the Scholiast. Supposing this to be 
merely a conjecture of the Scholiast's, as Din dorf suspects, still the 
conjecture is a very probable one. Otherwise the passage is unin- 
telligible." Enger. 

' '' f.irii ipuiTtKog 6 Tldv." Scholiast. Cf. Eccles. 1069. 

" Hermann refers to Kon on Greg. Cor. p. 230. 

* •' For those who carry lamps in a high wind are accustomed tt 
stcjr. as they go, to keep them from being extinguished." Bergler 

^ Oi. Aves, 922. « A quotation from Eurip. Hippol. 664. 

' ■' Ganz wie dir 's gefallt! " Droysen. 

' I understand this to be an aorist stibjunctive, as vss. 864. 890, 916. 

• See note on Pint. 555. " The adverb rort denotes past time, 
both that which b.is long passed by, and that which has parsed bj 
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not amiss I But, indeed, through evil anger I formerly strip- 
ped it off.' 

Cho. of Wom. In the first place, you appear^ & man ; in 
the next place, you are not ridiculous : and if you had not 
vexed me, I would have seized and taken out this little insect 
in your eye, which now is in it. 

Cho. op Men. This, it seems, is the thing which was dis- 
tressing me. See ! there's ^ my ring ! Pull it out ! and then 
3how it me, when you've taken it out ! for, by Jove, it has 
been stinging my eye this long while. 

Cho. op Wom. Well, I '11 do so ; although you are a cross 
man. O Jove ! in truth a monstrous gnat to look at is in 
your eye. Don't you see it ? Is not this gnat a Tricorysian 
one?* 

Cho. op Men. By Jove, you have eased ^ me ; for it has 
been digging wells in me this long while ; so that, after it has 
been taken out, my tears flow copiously. 

Cho. op Wom. But I will wipe you clean, although you 
are very bad, and will kiss you. 

Cho. of Men. Do not kiss ^ me ! 

Cho. op Wom. Whether' you will or no. 

Cho. of Men. A plague' take you ! since you are wheed- 
ling by nature ; and that saying is rightly said, and not badly 
" Neither with ^ utterly-abandoned women, nor without utterly- 
very recently. It is rendered by olim, prius, modo. See Thesm. 13 
Soph. Elect. 278, 676." Brunck. 

' Cf. vs. 888, supra. Ran. 935. Aves, 268. Pax, 234, 316, 326, 337 
Thesm. 747. Equit. 180, 366, 437. 

' " Wieder siehst du jetzt ein Mann aus.'' Droysen. 

^ " He offers her a ring with which to take the gnat out of b'i 
eye." Scholiast. " The interpretation of the Scholiast is correct, 
neither is the copula necessary, since he offers the ring, saying, 
' En, annulum! accipe et erne id.' We are to understand a oaKTvXios 
fap/iaKiTtie, such as the ancients used for bites of animals." Enger. 
Cf. Plut. 884. 

* " Tricorythus was an Attic burgh, where, according to the 
Scholiast, there were many gnats, and of a great size, as we learn 
from this passage. ' ' Enger. 

' " Du hast mich recht erleichtert." Droysen. 

' See Person, Hec. 1166. Schafer, Greg. Cor. p. 17. 

' See note on Eccles. 981. ' See note on vs. 391. 

* Susarion, xaxdv yt/i/at/ces* dW* ofito^, S) SijfioTui, 

oiiK ztxTiv oIkeIv olKiav duev KaKou, 
'omp. Strabo xiv. j>. B59. Metellus Numidicus ap. Aul. Oell. i. 6> 
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abandoned women" But now 1 make peace with you, and 
henceforth I will neither do any thing bad any more,' nor 
sufFei It from you. Come, let us be united and begin ^ our 
song together ! 

Cno. |0F WoM. We are not prepared,^ sirs, to speak any 
ill at all"" of any of the citizens ; but, quite the contrary, both 
to say and do everything good; for our present' sufferings 
even are sufficient. But let every man and woman make it 
known,^ if any wishes to receive mone}-. two or three minae : 
we have^ plenty within, and have purses. And if ever peace 
Appear, whoever shall have now borrowed from us, shall 
never repay what he shall have received We are going to en- 
tertain some Carystian' strangers, honourable and good men ; 
and I have still some broth ; and I had a sucking-pig ; and 
this I have slaughtered, so that you shall eat tender and fine 
meat. Come therefore to my house to-day ! But you ought 
to do this early,^ having bathed, both you and your children ; 
and then to go in, and ask no one any questions, but boldly 
to proceed straight forward, as if into your own houses, for 
the door shall be shut. 

Cho. of Men. Well now, see ! here are the ambassadors 
from Sparta coming, trailing beards ! as if with a bandage '" 
about their thighs. \Ente.r Spartan Ambossndon.] Spar- 
tans, in the first place, welcome ! next, tell us in what state 
you are come ! 

Spart. What need to say many words to you ? for you may 
see in what state we have come. 

' Eur. Andr. 732, ovt' oiv ri Spaaui ^Xavpov, oirt Tniao/iai, 

* " Jncipiamus una canticuTn." Brunch. 

' " Nicht ist es unser Wunsch." Droysen. 

* Comp. Ed. Rev. vol. xix. p. 76. Porson, Hec. Prjef. p. xxxvi. 
' The disasters in Sicily and at Eretria. Cf. Thiic. viii. 95. 

* ** \tyiTbt TivoQ SeXrai." Scholiast. 

' Enger has adopted Mr. Burges' conjecture we izXeui 'anv uxo/iiy 
PaXavTia, which he justly calls ' egregia sane emendatio.' 

' " lia^aWovTai iig /loixol ol TLapitrTioi." Scjioliast. " ]t may he 
remarked, that when the oligarchy took their last steps for the 
overtnrow of the democracy, Carystians appeared among the armed 
men who assisted them. Cf. Thuc. viii. 69." Droysen. 

' For these early potations, Enger refers to Av. 131. Athen. i. p. 
17, D., iii. p. 103, C, vii. p. 279. Pherecrates ap. Bekk. Anecd. u. 
838, 19. Meineke, Com. Frag. ii. p. 548. 

" See Lidd. Lex. " Suite vimineum." Brunch. So Droysen. 
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Cho. of Men. Bless me! This calamity is dreadfully 
excited ! It seems to be worse inflamed. 

Spart. Unspeakably ! What can one say ? ' But let some 
one come by all means and make peace with us, as he pleases. 

Cho. of Men. Well now, T see these here aborigines put- 
ting back their dress from their bellies, like wrestlers, so that 
the disease^ appears to be one belonging to an athlete. \_En- 
ter Athenians.^ 

Athen. Who can tell us where Lysistrata is ? for see ! we 
men here^ have come, of such rank ■ 

Cho. of Mkn. Both this disease and the other agree in 
this way.'' Does a tension seize you towards morning ? 

Athex. No, by Jove, but we are killed when we undergo^ 
this: so that, if some one will not quickly make peace be- 
tween us, we shall certainly commit a rape upon Clisthenes.^ 

Cho. of Mex. If you are wise, you will take your clothes, 
so that none of the mutilaters of the Hernia;'' shall see you. 

Athen. By Jove, you certainly say well ! 

Spart. Yea, by the two gods, by all means ! Come, let us 
put on our dress !* 

Athen. Welcome, Spartans ! We have suffered shameful 
things. 

Spart. O my dearest ! of a truth we should have suffered 
dreadful things, if the men could have seen* us excited. 

' See note on vs. 171, supra. 
' " Dass man meinen mdcht' 

Es sei ein recht gymnastisch Wesen von Krankheit das." Droyten, 
» Comp. Aves, 311, 1123. Nub. 141. Equit. 1099. 

• " Ja, deine Krankheit istund deren Einer Art." Droysen. 
"ra^Ty is an adverb ; et hie AtJieniensium et alter LaeedeEmoniorttm 
morbus consentiunt isto modo, vel, hac in re." Enger. Cf. Bernh. W. S. 
p. 428. 

' "i. e. Traffxoi'Tff." Enger. "So in vs. 1090, ipav refers, not to 
action, but to suffering. See Heindorf on Plato Soph. p. 403." Din- 
dorf'yOU vs. 1165). 

' Always ridiculed as a woman or else as effeminate. See note on 
Equit. 1374. 

' " ee iifi Trfpij3a\ua&i, dWd ^avepi i^tri t6. aiSoia, CLKpujTfjpiaaei 
Tig viiagrUv'EpixoKoTnSwv." Scholiast. Herod, ii. 51, roi Si 'Ep/iiio 
rd cLyaXfiara 6p5d txfiv rd aiSoXa k.t.X. There is a'so an allusion 
to the mutilation of the Hermse. See Thuc. vi. 27, 61. 

• An example of the use of the Digamma, as Dindorf remarks. 

• U Hlv tlSov is no solcecism, as Monk (Hippol. 697) imagined. 
»o» (elf, Gr. Gr. § ^M; obs. 2. Matlhiii. S 508, obs. 1. Ilarper'i 
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Athen. Come now, Spartans, you must mention each 
severally. For what are you come hither ? 

Spart. As ambassadors about peace. 

Athfn. In truth you say well : we also are come on ac- 
count of this. Why' then do we not summon Lysistrata, who 
alone can make peace between us ! 

Spart. Aye, by the two gods, and Lysistratus,' if you like. 

Cho. op Men. But there's no occasion, as it seems, for us 
to call her; for see! here she^ is herself coming out, when 
she heard it ! \_Enter LysistrataJ] Hail ! O thou bravest 
of all vjomen ; now it behoveth thee to be clever,^ good, easy, 
grave, mild, and shrewd ; for the chiefs of the Grecians, caught 
by thy charm, have yielded to thee, and referred all their 
grievances to thee in common. 

Lts. Well, the business is not difficult, if one were to find 
people eager for peace,* and not making trial of each other. 
But 111 soon know. Where is Peace r'^ First take and lead 
forward the Spartans, and not with a hand violent or self- 
willed, nor as our husbands" used unskilfully to do it, but 
very affectionately,'' as is proper women should. If any 
do not give his hand, lead him by the nose. [^Enter Peace 
represented hy a beautiful girl.'\ Come ! do you also lead 
these Athenians, and lead them forward, having caught hold 
of them by whatever part they present. You Spartans, stand 
close beside me, and you on this side, and hear my words ! I 
am a woman, it is true ; but sense is in me :* " and of myself 

Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 81. Hermann, Vig. n. 291, 280. 
Bremi, Demosth. Cor. § 101. Schafer, Meletem. Crit. p. 50, 61. 
_' A mere play upon the name Lysistrata, (cf. 554,) more espe- 
cially with respect to its termination. No express allusion to the 
Lysistratus mentioned in Acharn. 855. Equit. 1265. Vesp. 787. 

' " Sie kommt da selbst ja, da sie es horte, schon heraus." Droysen. 

' "Umsichtig, beherzt, nachgiebig, gerecht, ehrwiirdig, gelinde, 
T'erstandig." Droysen. 

* " A metaphor taken from lovers, as Bothe rightly remarks. ' It 
is not difficult, says Lysistrata, to reconcile those who are in love 
with each other and have not as yet lain with each other,' i. e. that 
she will easily reconcile the Lacedaemonians and Athenians to Peace, 
if they are really enamoured with her. The Ravenna Scholiast 
therefore rightly explains it, i^yuivrag, ttqoq dprjvrjv." Enger 

' Corap. Equit. 1389. Acharn. 989. 

• "Noch wie es so unklug unsre Manner sonst gemacht." Droyt. 
' "Sanft und liebevoll." Droysen. 

' " Ich bin ein Weib zwar, aber habe doch Verstand." Droyiin, 
" fiiv, freilieh, zwat ' Kruger. 
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I am not ill off in respect of intellect." By having ofti-n 
heard the remarks of mj- father and my elders, I have been 
not ill educated. I wish to take and justly chide you^ in 
common, who, although you besprinkle your altars with the 
same lustral-water,' as kindred people, at Olympia, Pyla;, and 

Delphi how many others could I mention, if there were 

occasion for me to be prolix? are destroying Grecian 

men and Grecian cities with your armies, when barbarians ■* 
are before you as enemies. One part of my speech* is thus 
far finished. 

Athen. I am killed with desire. 

Lys. In the next place, ye Spartans, for I will turn to 

you, do you not know, when formerly Periclides'' tlie 

Spartan came hither as a suppliant of the Athenians, and sat 
upon the altars, pale, in a red cloak, begging an army ? At 
tliat time Messena' was pressing upon you, and at the same 

' For the Genitivus RespectOs, see note on vs. 173. Accord- 
ing to the Scholiast it is a quotation from the Melanippe of Eu- 
ripides. 

' " So will Ich euch denn ernstlich schelten insgemein, 
Wie ihr 's verdient." Droysen. 

' " See Athen. ix. p. 409. Hesych. v. SaXiov." Enger. Vs. ll.'iO 
is siipposed to be taken from the Erectheus of Euripides. For HvBui, 
see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 46, 1, obs. 4, and compare Cantharus, ap. 
Athen. i. p. 11, c. ^ 

* " Da 's doch genug Barbaren giebt." Droysen. " Expressed 
in the same way as Hor. i. 2, 21, ' Audiet cives acuisse ferrum, quo • 
graves PersiE melius perirent.' Paulmier would also punctuate after 
aTpaTtv/ianv : ' cum exercitu ex barbaris collecto viros et urbes. Gnecas 
perditum itis.' For since the 20th year of the war the Lacedaemo- 
nians had had Persian auxiliaries, and the Athenians had invited 
the Thracians and Macasrophori, who had overthrown Mycallesus. 
I quote Paulmier's explanation on this account, because the Ra- 
venna Scholiast has hit upon the same." Enger. 

' "Der eine Theil der Rede sei hieniit zu End' i " Droysen. 
" Slip' aii^'iuiQ Tov Stvpo, hucusque. See Porson, Orest. 1679. The 
wliole of this verse has a colour of tragic diction, and is perhaps 
taken from some tragedian." Enger. 

' Plutarch, Cimon, p. 489, Trkv/iovaiv ovv ol AaKtSaifiovioi TIipiKXiiSav 
tli 'A9j)vag, Stofuvoi pot/OtZv, ov (firiai KioiiiitSiiv 'ApiaroijiavriQ KaOeJii/it- 
vov iirl toXq ^ti}f:c'ig wxpbv tv ^olvlkiSl ffrpariav diraireiv. For ^ci- 
r'lKi'c, see Lidd^ll's Lex. 

' Alluding to the revolt of the Helots, who posted themselve? m 
Ithome, and successfully resisted the utmost efforts of the Spartaoi 
to dislodge them. See Thucyd. i. 101 
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time the god' /f&s shaking the earth. But Cimon went ^Wth 
four thousand hoplites and saved the whole of Sparta.^ After 
you have been benefited in this way by the Athenians, do 
you devastate a land, from which you have received benefits ? 

Athen. By Jove, Lysistrata, these are in the wrong ! 

Spart. We are in the wrong: but sin is unspeakably 
beautiful.^ 

Lys. Do you suppose I shall let you' Athenians oiF? Know 
you not when the Spartans in turn came in arms and slew 
many Thessalians,^ and many confederates and allies of Hip- 
pias, alone on that day' marching out with you to battle, and 
freed you, who were wearing servile'' dresses, and in place of 
the servile dress, clothed your people again with a mantle ? 

Spakt. I have never seen a better' woman ! 

Athen. And I, never yet a fairer bosom ! 

Lys. Why, then, when many benefactions' exist on both 
sides, do you fight, and not cease from your wickedness ? Why 
do you not make peace ? Come, what's the hinderance ? 

Spart. We are willing, if one be willing to restore to us 
this spencer. 

Athen. Of what kind, good sir ? 

Spart. Pylos," which we have been wishing for and de- 
siring this long whil6. 

Athen. By Neptune, this you shall '" not do ! 

' See Thuc. i. 101. This is rather a Thucydidean construction. 
Cf. note on Nubes, 274. 
- For the construction, see note on vs. 198, supra. 

* ^^ Pufasne me vos Athenienses sine reprehensione dimissitram ? " 
Enger. 

* " The Scholiast observes that the Thessalians had assisted Ilip- 
pias. Cf. Herod, v. 63." Enger. 

^ " ■KoWoic ^vfifiaxovg are opposed to /iovoi ^vviKfiaxovvrtg. While 
Ilippias had many allies, the LacedjEmonians were the only persons 
wtio brought assistance to you. ^vviKfiLaxiiv appears to differ from 
^vfifiaxiiv in this, that it involves at the same time the notion of 
delivering from danger." Enger. See Liddell's Lex. in voc. 

« " Bergler remarks, that this was a servile and less respectable 
dress, with skins sewed to the lower part of it ; and that in Athe- 
nsBUs (vi. p. 271) slaves are called KaTbivciKo^opovs." Enger, 

' Comp. vss. 90, 91. 

* " Da beid' ihr euch einander wohlgethan." Drmjsen. 

' " Pylos, which had been gained by Cleon, was still in the po». 
nession of the Athenians, vs. 104.." Droysen. 
'■' " Niihmer setzt ihr das mir durch ! " Droysen 
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Lts. Give it up to them, good sir ' 

Athen. And whom then shall we solicit ? 

Lys. Do you demand another place instead of this 1 

Athen. Then do you deliver up to us the what d'ye call 
'em — in the first place this Echinus, and the Melian Gult 
behind it, and the legs' of Megara ! 

Spart. No, by the two gods, not all, my good sir ! ^ 

Lys. Give them up ! do not dispute about legs ! 

Athen. I am willing now to strip and cultivate the land 
naked.' 

Spart. And I, by the two gods, to dung them'' in the 
m or, ling. 

Lys. When^ you shall have made peace, you shall do so. 
But if you think fit to do this, deliberate, and go and consult 
your allies ! 

Athen. What" allies, my frifnd ? We are excited. Will 
not our allies be of the same opinion — all to enjoy themselves ? 

Spart. Ours' will, at any rate, by the two gods ! 

Athen. Aye, by Jove ! for the Carystians also will.' 

Lys. You say well. Now therefore see that you be pure, 
so that we women may entertain you in the Acropolis with 
what we have in our chests. And there give oaths and as- 
surances to each other ; and then each of you shall take hia 
own wife and depart. 

Athen. Well, let us go as soon as possible. 

Spart. Lead whither you please. 

Athen. Yes, by Jove, as quickly as possible ! ^Exeunt 
Li/sistrata, Athenians, and Spartans.'\ 

Cho. of Wom. I do not grudge to offer ° my variegated bed- 

' " TO. MiyapiKa Ttixv-" Scholiast. Cf. Liddell's Lex. in voc. 
ffKiXog, 

' " Xiaaavios' ayaBoQ." Hesychius. Cf. Phot. Lex. p, 225, 9. 
•^ " d vW row 5f Xw etpj/vj/j/. " Scholiast, 

• " Stercorare agros." Eeisig. 

' Dindorf remarks that the Attics use tjrqi/, not iir&v. He re- 
fers to L. Dindorf s note on Xenoph. Cyrop. iii. 2, 6. 

• irdioQ, in such interruptions, without the article, rejects the 
mention of the aforesaid thing with aversion. See Krtiger, Gr. Gr. 
} 51, 17, obs. 12. 

' " Meis." Brunck. But this is the Attic signification of the word. 

• " Ja selbst beim Himmel auch die Karystier ! " Droysen. See 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 21. Cf. Plut. 187. Equit. 838. 

• " Stragulaa veates, et Itenas, et xystidas, .... tine invitiia tolc 
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clothes, and little cloaks, and state-robes,' and golden orna- 
ments, as many as I have, to all to carry to their children, 
and whenever any one's daughter is Canephorus. I tell you 
all nov/ to take of my property out of the house ; and that 
nothing is so well sealed up, that^ you may not break tlie 
sealing-wax, and bear away whatever is in the house. But 
he shall see nothing when he looks, unless some of you see 
sharper than I do. But if any of you has no food, and 
maintains domestics and many small children, he may receive 
from me husked wheat ; but the choenix-loaf is very fresh 
to look at. Whatever poor person therefore wishes, let him 
come to my house with sacks and wallets ; for he shall receive 
wheat ; and Manes my servant shall put it into them. I fore- 
warn you, hovirever, not to come to my door, but to beware 
of the dog.^ [Enter Market-loungers, and knock clamorously 
at the door of the CitadelJ] 

Mark. Open the door ! 

Servant {coming out with a torch in his hand). Will you 
get away? Why do you sit? Shall 1 burn you with the 
torch ?■• The post is a troublesome one.^ 

Mark. I'll not do so ! 

Serv. If we must by all means do so, we will endure, to 
gratify you. 

Cho. of Men. And we too will endure with you. 

Serv. Will you not begone? You shall howl aloud in 
your hairs.8 Will you not begone, so that' the Spartans may 

omnibus prabere." Brunch. These genitives, however, might be con- 
strued after fSfovog iviari jioi (= (pdoviui), and vapixeiv be considered 
as the exegetical infinitive; for the regular construction of ^davsiu is 
dative of person and genitive of thing. Moreover the partitive 
genitive seems inconsistent with the unrestrictive words oa' iari fioi. 
But as this construction immediately follows, (vs. 1195,) I have 
followed Brunck. 

' See Nub. vs. 70. ' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 36.5. 

' " See the commentators on Plaut. Mostell.iii. 2, 162." Brunck. 

* Cf. Vesp. 1339. 

* "Molesta statio, exclaims the doorkeeper. But perhaps the pas- 
tage is corrupt. At all events we should have expected ^opTc/cof u 
SxAoc." Enger. Droysen translates it strangely enough: "recht 
ein pbbelhafter Platz ! " 

° The best comment is vs. 448, supra, Iickokkiui cov rag arivoKuKiiTout 
rpixae. Cf. note on Plut. 612. 

' " At length the markets-loungers go away ; soon, how.ver, t* 
return again." Enger. 
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depart from the house in quietness, after their entertainment ? 
\_Enter an Athenian returning from the entertainment.'] 

Athen. I have never seen such an entertainment ! Upon 
my word, the Spartans were eren entertaining ; but we were 
the cleverest boon-companions ' over the wine. 

Cho. of Men. Aye, rightiy said: because we Athenians 
are not in our right senses when we are sober. If I prevail 
upon the Athenians by my words,' we shall always go on 
embassies^ to aU places drunk. F at present, whenever 
we go to Sparta sober, we immediately look to see what 
we can disturb : ■• so that, what they say, we hear not ; but 
what they don't say, this we wrongly suspect.^ And we do 
not make the same report about the same things.^ But now 
every thing pleases; so that, if any one were to sing the 
scolion of Telamon,' when he ought to sing that of Clitagora, 
we would praise* him, and swear a false oath beside that it 

» " He laughs at the Athenians as bad counsellors when sober, but 
excellent conductors of business when drunk." Scholiast. 

' " Wenn meine Rede bei euch Athenern was vermag.'' Droysen. 

' The usage of Thucydides is somewhat different. See Kriiger 
on Thuc. i. 31. Cf. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 350. 

* " Gleich spahn wir umber, ob's nichts da aufzustbren giebt." 

Droysen, 

* " Und was sie gar nicht sagen, das argwiJhnen wir." Droysen. 
" Hac suspicamur perperam." Brunck. " This we get wind of." Liddell 

* " Nor of the same things make the same report." Wheelmrighi. 
" Und melden was sie sagen, nie, wie sie 's gesagt." Droysen. 

' This scolion is preserved ap. Athen. xv. p. 695, C, 

■wai TEXafiEvos, Alaw aix/ilTii, Xiyovai o-e ' 

£S Tpotav dpi(TTOv i\^£Lif AavaSav fi£T' ' A\iK\ia, 
It was composed by Pindar. See Athen. i. p. 23, E., xi. p. SOS, E. 
Being of a warlike cast, it would be unsuited for a festive enter- 
tainment, and would be a malapropos substitute for the peaceful 
scolion of Clitagora. Comp. Pax, 1270—1272. Acharn. 980—988. 
But, says the Chorus, we would now praise any thing and every thing , 
so peaceful have we become, and so willing to be pleased with every thing, 
A small fragment of this scolion of Clitagora will be found in 
v^esp. 1245. Cf Nub. 684. Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 877. The words 
' scolion of Clitagora," must be understood of a scolion on the sub- 
ject of Clitagora, and not a scolion composed by Clitagora. So we 
have " The scolion of Admetus," " The scolion of Harmodius," &c. 
Cf. Ran. 1302. Aves, 1416. Vesp. 1222. Pelargi, Fragm. ii. Daitaleis, 
Fragm. ii. Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 871—878. 

' See note on Av. 788. Cf. ibid. 1858. " Py'erahamus, recte factum 
ttte." Buthe. 
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was quite the thing. [Market-loungers again crowd about 
the door."] 

Serv. But see! here are these people coming together 
again ! Will you not begone, you scoundrels ? 

Mark. Yes, by Jove ! for now they are coming out of the 
house.' [Enter Spartans returning from the entertainment.] 

Spart. Take your wind-instruments, my dearest, so that I 
may dance the Dipodia, and sing^ a pleasing strain upon the 
Athenians and upon us at the same time. 

Athen. Take, then, your pipes,' by the gods I for I am 
pleased to see you dancing. 

Chorus of Spartans. Rouse, Mnemosyne, the youths,* 
and my Muse, who is cognizant of us and of tlie Athenians, 
when they at Artemisium dashed against the ships,'' like to 
the gods, and conquered the Persians. But us, on the con- 
trary, did Leonidas lead, like boars, I ween, sharpening their 
tusks; and abundant foam^ sprang up about our jaws, and 
abundant ybam at the same time flowed down our legs:' for 
the men, the Persians, were* not less numerous than the 
sands. Huntress Diana, slayer of wild beasts, virgin goddess, 
come hither to our truce, so that you may keep us united for 
a long time ! Now again may fruitful friendship ever subsist 
through our covenants, and may we cease from the flattering 
foxes !^ O come hither, hither, O virgin huntress ! 

' " He expresses himself willing to go away now that he sees the 
feast is at an end." Enger. 

° (ieiffw is a first aorist subjunctive. See Horn. Od. S. 464. Herod, 
i. 23. So also SnrooiaXu). e'l/a is not construed with a future. See 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 31. Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, 
p. 124. Cf. Nub. 823. Av. 848, 1507, 1647. Vesp. 1362, where the 
same caution is necessary. On the other side, see Bernhardy, 
W. S. p. 401. 

' " ipuaaWiSte' ^vat]Tt]pia, avXoi," Jlesychtus. 

* "Rccte Schol. Rav. /utXXoiTQc 6pxe'<r3'ai." Enger. See Pausan. 
ix. 29, 2. Surges in Class. .1. xxx. p. 289—291. 

* '* /« naves Pei'sarum." Brunch. 

' " After Archilochus, ttoWoq S' dippbg tjv irtpi aTo/ia. And So- 
phocles, El. 719. And -Eschylus, a0p6e (3opas ^portiag ippvri xari 
ffTOfia." Scholiast. 

' According to the Scholiast, an unexpected jest, as though they 
had made good use of their legs as well. 

' " Cf. Hermann ad Soph. Trach. -517." Enger. See Matthitii 
Gr. Gr. § 303, 1. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 417 Vesp. 130J. 

* '* Tuiv Travo'vpY(i}V ptjropMv.*' Scholiast 
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Lrs. Come now, since the other matters have been trans- 
acted well, do you, Spartans, lead away these,' and you, 
Athenians, the others ! and let husband stand beside wife, 
and wife beside husband : and then, after having danced in 
honour^ of the gods for our prosperous fortune, let us be caU' 
tious henceforth never to sin again ! 

Chor0s of Athenians. Lead forward the chorus ! offer 
thanks! and invoke Artemis ! and invoke, her twin brother, 
leader of the chorus, the gracious Apollo ! and invoke Nysius ! 
Bacchus,'' who sparkles with his eyes amongst the Moenads ! 
and Jove blazing with fire ! and invoke his venerable, blessed 
spouse ! and then the deities, whom we shall use as no forget- 
ful witnesses respecting the noble Peace, which the goddess 
Venus made ! Alalai ! ioprean!'' Raise yourselves* aloft! 
io ! io ! io I for the victory ! ^ Evoe, evoe ! evae, evae ! ' 
Spartan,' do you now produce a new song after our new 
sang. 

Chorus ov Spartans. Come^ again. Spartan Muse, hav- 
ing left the lovely Taygetus, celebrating Apollo, the god of 
Amyclae, revered by us ; and Minerva dwelling in a brazen 
house ; '" and the brave Tyndaridaj, who sport beside the 
Eurotas. Come, advance rapidly ! Oh, come, bounding 
lightly ! so that we may celebrate Sparta, to whom the 
choruses of the gods are a care and the sound of feet ; and 
the damsels, like fillies, bound up frequently with their feet 
beside the Eurotas, making haste ; and their locks are agi- 
tated, like those of the Bacchanals brandishing the thyrsus 

• " What the Scholiast on vs. 1277 says, that Lacedsmonian 
women were present, is hardly credible. The Lacedcemonians lead 
away the women who had occupied the Acropolis, the Athenians 
those women who formed the chorus in the beginning." Enger. 

^ "In honorem Deorum." Brunck, For this idiom, see Kriiger, Gr. 
Gr. § 48, 4, obs. 4. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 86. 

^ Enger has adopted the conjecture proposed by Bergk, (Rhen. 
Mus. 1841, p. ^5^) Of /ifrd Matvatrt /3ayx'0t euatrtv, 

• Comp. Aves, 1763. > Comp. Eccles. 1179—1182. 

• See Kriiger, on Thuc. vi. 4.5. Cf. ibid. vi. 76, vii. 73. 
' Sec Lobeck, Aglaoph. p. 1043. 

' " Lakoner, nun beginn' auch du Gesang, 
Neuen zu neuem Feste ! " Droysen. 
" Exhibit thy new song to answer mine ! " WhethrrijhI. 

• See Surges, Class. J. xxx. p. 291, 292. 

" See Finigcr on Thuc. i. 128. Pausan. i;- 7. .1- 
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and sporting.- And the chaste daughter of Leda, the comely 
leader of the chorus, leads them. But come, bind your hair 
with a fillet, and dance with hand and foot, like a stag ! and 
at the same time make a noise cheering the chorus ; and again 
celebrate the most mighty, the all-conquering goddess dwell-' 
ing in a brazen house ! [^Exeunt omnes.'] 

See Valckn. Adoniaz |>. 27fi. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



" The Thesmophoriazuso! was acted 01. 92, 1, in the arclioii^sliip of 
Callias. Scholiast on vs. 841, iiraivtl t'ov Aa/iaxoi' vvv' nSri yiip 
tridvi')Kii iv 2iKf\i'{i Ttraprif iru irpoTipov. Lamachus died in the. 
beginning of pi. 91, 2. See Thuc. vi. 101. Scholiast on vs. 1!)0. 
yipiov -yap rort EvpnriStjQ riv £kti^ -youv tTei vffTepov Tt\evT^. Eu- 
ripides died about the close of 01. 93, 2, or the beginning of 93, 3. 
Scholiast on Ran. 53, 17 yap 'AvSpojiiSa 6yS6<p iru wpotiff^icrat, i. c. 
01. 91, 4. Now Aristophanes himself (Thesm. vs. 1060) testifies 
that the Andromeda was acted the year before the T/tesmophoriazusa." 
h'nger. Dindorf and Wachsmuth also refer it to this year ; on the 
contrary, Dobree and Fritzsche refer it to 01. 92, 2. 

The Thesmophoriazvsee has a proper intrigue, a knot which is not 
( (osed till the conclusion, and in this therefore possesses a great 
advantage. Euripides, on account of the well-known hatred of 
women displayed in his tragedies, is accused and condemned at the 
'I'hesmophoria, at which festival women only were admitted. After 
a fruitless attempt to induce the eifeminate poet Agathon to under- 
take the hazardous experiment, Euripides prevails on his father-in- 
lawj Mnesilochus, who was somewhat advanced in years, to disguise 
himself as a woman, that under this assumed appearance he may 
plead his cause. The manner in which he does this gives rise to 
suspicions, and he is discovered to be a man ; he flies to the altar 
for refiige, and to secure himself still more from the impending 
danger, he snatches a child from the arms of one of the women, 
and threatens to kill it if they do not let him alone. Upon examin- 
ation, however, it turns out to be a wine-skin, wrappe^ up like a 
child. Euripides now appears in a number of different shapes to 
save his friend : at one time he is Menelaus, who finds Helen again 
in Egypt ; at another time he is Echo, helping the chained Andro- 
meda to pour out her lamentations, and immediately after he ap- 
pears as Perseus, about to release her from the rock. At length he 
succeeds in rescuing Mnesilochus, who is fastened to a sort of pil- 
lory, by assuming the character of a procuress, and enticing away 
the ofiicer of justice who has charge of him, a simple barbarian, by 
th8 charms of a dancing-girl. These parodied scenes, composed 
almost entirely in the very words of Euripides' tragedies, are in- 
imitable. Whenever Euripides is introduced, we may always, ge- 
ne-ally speakingj lay our account with having the most ingenious 
and apposite ridicule : it seems as if the mind of Aristophanes pos- 
sRssed a peculiar and specific power of giving a comic turn to the 
poetrj; of this tragedian. Whatever be the faults of the present 
play, it will be very generally admitted to be the drollest and moat 
facetious of all the writings of Aristophanes. 
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[Scene — the front of Agathon's house."^ 
Mnesilochus, Euripides. 

Mnes. O Jupiter ! will the swallow ever ' appear ? TLa 
man wiU kiU me with dragging me about ^ from early dawn ' 
Is it possible, Euripides, before I lose my spleen entirely, to 
learn from you v * ither you are leading me ? 

Eur. {with gr.Mt seriousness). Nay, you must' not hear all 
that you wiU soon see, being present. 

Mnes. How say you? Tell it me again! Must I not 
hear? 

Eur. Not what you are to see. 

Mnes. Then must I not even see ? 

Eur. Not what you must hear. 

Mnes. How do you advise me ? Upon my word, you 
speak cleverly ! You say I must neither hear nor see. 

Eur. Not so; for, be well assured, the nature of each of 
them is distinct, of not hearing, and of not seeing. 

' " Erscheint denn nie die FriihlingBschwalbe meiner Muh?" 

Droyaen. 
" It is more suitable that Mnesilochus should ask numguandot than 
qumidof" Wellaner. "As the appearance of the swallow in spring 
puts an end to winter, so the simple Mnesilochus wishes for some 
kind of a swallow to terminate his painful situation." Droysen. See 
note on Aves, 161, 1308. 

" See Liddell's Lex. in voc. " AXodv i^uiBiv iv KixXif Trepiaywi 
iiQ oilv Tali liXtaaiv." Suidas. 

' " Nein, hcren nicht das Alles musst du, was du gleich 
Mit Augen sehn wirst ! " Droysen. 
Comp. Lidd. Lex. voc. napiarriiit. "The rich jest of this exor- 
dium lies in the ohilosophical mannerism of Euripides, who is fond 
uf using his olM figures and antitheses every where." Dn/uitn- 

3 o 2 
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Mnes. How distinct ? 

EtTE. Thus have these been distinguished formeily.' For 
Ether, when first it was separated,^ and in itself bore moving 
animals, first contrived an eye for that which ought to see, 
modelled after the sun's disk, and bored ears like a funnel. 

Mnes. On account of the funnel, then, must I^ neither 
hear nor see ? By Jove, I am delighted at having learned 
this in addition ! What a thing, I ween, are learned con- 
versazioni ! 

Eur. Many such matters mayest thou learn from me. 

Mnes. Would,* then, that, in addition to these good things, 
I could find out how I might still learn in addition to be 
lame^ in my legs. 

Eur. Come hither, and give me your attention ! 

Mnes. Well! 

Eur. Do you see this little door ? ^ 

" Tore here means oUm." Brunck. See note on Lys. 1023. 
' " For soon as aether took a separate form, 
And in itself bore moving animals, 
She fabricated first the visual orb, 
In imitation of the solar wheel." Wheelwright. 
It woiild seem to be a parody upon the Melanippe of Em-ipides, 
Frag. xxii. Comp. also Arist. Ran. 892. 
' " So, wegen des Trichters soil Ich weder horen noch sehn ! 
So wahr mioh Zeus, froh bin Ich, dass Ich das zugelernt ! 
Was einem doch ein gelehrter Umgang niitzlich ist! " Droyaen. 
" Quantum est cum sapientibus conversari!" Brunck. For the con 
struction, see note on Aves, 451. " The interpreters have 
taken /it^ in Arist. Thesm. 19, as put for ov : badly. For it refers 
to the preceding words of Euripides, in which he had ordered 
MnesUochus neither to see nor hear. In reference to these words, 
then, which might have been briefly stated, /i^rt a/cout /i/jrt opa, he 
says, Sia Triv xoavr)v ovv fiTjT aKovio fii]9' opio ; wegen des Trichters also 
aoll Ich weder horen noch seh£n ? " Her?nann. 

« " See Markl. Suppl. 796. Valckn. Hippol. 208." Branch. Cf. 
Pax, 68. Equit. 16, 1324. Ach. 991. Soph. Aj. 389. Phil. 531, 791, 
1214. " Utinam aliquo mado : a familiar phraseology in wishes 
whose attainment one dare hardly hope for." Schneidewin. " It is 
somewhat weaker than utinam." Bernhardy. See his Wiss. Synt. 
r>, 411. Schafer on Soph. Col. 1100. The optativus optans is never 
found with S.v, excej>t in the formula vag dv ; and rig dv ; 

» i. e. in order tliat he may be no longer led about, but have 
lameness as an excuse . an easy task for Euripides o ;(ii>Xo7roioc 
(Ach. 411. Ran. S4G) to accomplish 
' Comp. Nub. 92. 
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Mnes. Yes, by Hercules, I think so ! 

EuE. Be silent then ! ' 

Mnes. Must I be silent about the little door ? 

EoK. Hear ! 

Mnes. Must I hear and be silent about the little door ? 

Eur. Here dwells ^ the illustrious Agathon the trngic poet. 

Mnes. Of what sort^ is this Agathon? 

Edk. There is a certain Agathon 

Mnes. Is it the black, the strong one ? 

Eur. No; another one. Have you never seen him?* 

Mnes. Is it the shaggy-bearded one?^ 

Eur. Have you never seen him. ? 

Mnes. Certainly not, by Jove, as far as I know ! ^ 

Eur. And yet you have coquetted with him, but you 
don't know it^ perhaps. Come, let us crouch out of the way I 
for a domestic of his is coming out with fire and myrtle- 
wreaths. He seems about to make a previous * sacrifice on 
behalf of his poetic composition. [^They retire to one side.'] 

vServant of Agathon {coming out of the house'). Let all 
the people abstain from ill-omened words, having closed their 
mouths ; for the company of the Muses is sojourning within 

' Cratinus, (ap. Ijukk. Anecd. p. 372, 8,) axovi, aiya, Trp6ac\c t'ov 
vovv, Stvp' opa. 
' Poeta incertus ap. Schol. Eur. Troad 822, 

6 Ttoi/ ^pxiyuiv Tupaifuo^ olKuiV Tvy\a.u£L 
yipwVj dir' opyiji AaOfitSayv KoKoii-fLEVOi. 

' Comp. Aves, 1021. Acharn. 963. 

* " Agathon had commenced his literary career only three years 
before." Scholiast. " Aristophanes depicts him as a male coquette." 
Droysen. See Dawes, M. C. p. 577, ed. Kidd. 

> " Egregie Vossius, ' Nun, der mit dem Buschhartt'" Fritzsche. 

' See Hermann, Vig.n. 154. Cf. Nub. 1252. Eccles. 350. Pax, 852, 
Blomf. gloss. Pers. 720, and for oSroi yt, see Herm. Vig. n. 266. 

' " Mit ihm gebuhlt schon hast du wohl, nur weisst du 's nicht." 

Droysen, 
" Euripides laughs at the effeminate poet, whom he is going to 
make use of as a woman, and at the same time discloses to Mnesi- 
lochus what sort of person this Agathon is. Accordingly Mnesilo- 
chus, as soon as he sees Agathon, (vs. 98,) says, eyii yip oiix opw 
avSp' oiSiv ivOaS' ivra, 'Kvpi]vt]v S' opoi. This therefore is what 
Euripides says. Quid? non vidisti eumt Scilicet mulierem esse puta- 
baa." Enger. 

* "Der Poesie Voropfer, scheint es, bringt er dar! " Droysen. 
"fiT£ yfip Spafia TTOiiicrai ij^eXoVf wp'Tipov ^vaiai iTroiovv.' Scholiast 
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my master's house, composmg lyric poems. And let the 
breathless 1 Ether check its blasts, and the azure wave of the 
sea not roar — 

Mnes. Oh my! 

EuB. Be silent ! What are you saying ?^ 

Seev. — ^and let the race of birds be put to sleep, and the 
feet of savage wild beasts that roam the woods not be put in 
motion. 

Mnes. Oh my gracious ! 

Sekv. For the beautifully-speaking Agathon our chiefs is 
about — 

Mnes. To be debauched ? 

Sert. Who's he that spoke ? 

Mnes. Breathless Ether. 

Seev. — to lay the stocks,* the beginning of a drama. And 
he is bending new felloes for verses : others he is turning* 
on the lathe, other verses he is patching together ; and he is 
coining maxims, and speaking in tropes,^ and is moulding as 
in wax, and is rounding, and is casting — 

Mnes. And is wenching. 

Seev. What rustic^ approaches our eaves? 

Mnes. One who is ready to turn and whirl round and 
cast this toe of mine in the eaves of* you and your beauti- 
fully-speaking poet. 

' This use of the nominative may be compared with the similar 
use of the accusative mentioned in the note on Equit. 345. 

' Fritzsche and Enger read tL \syei- what is he saying f which 
seems more appropriate. 

* " ■KpojioQ is both an ancient word used by Homer, and a 
thoroughly tragic one. See ^sch. Ag. 193, 398. Eum. 377. Suppl. 
882. Soph. Col. 884. Rex, 660." Fritzsche. Comp. Meineke, Com. 
Frag. ii. p. 16. 

* " Spvoxoi are the upright timbers supporting the keel, upon which 
the keel is laid when the shipwrights commence building a ship." 
BruPich. 

" Hor. Ars Poet. 441, Et male tomatosinmdi reddere versus. Comp. 
Epigr. ap. Schol. Equit. 753, 

KaWtjuax^u to TopEVTov ettos to&e. 

* " Et autonomasiis ortiat." Kuster. 

' Eur. Orest. 1271, ti's S' i/jcpi iJ.i\adpov woXil 
trov dypoTCK avrip ; 

* " The genitives aov and rw voirirov depend on *ptyicou." Friiztch' 
Of. Lys. 975. 
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StRV Doubtless you were a rake, old man, when you were 
young.' 

Edk. My good sir, let this man go ; but do you by all 
means ^ call out Agatlion hither to me ! 

Serv. Make no entreaty ; for he himself will come out 
soon ; for he is beginning to make lyric poems. In truth, 
when it is winter, it is not easy to bend' the strophes, unless 
one come forth to the door to the sun. [_Exit.'] 

Mnes. What then shall I do ? 

Eur. Wait ; ibr he is coming forth. Jove, what do you 
purpose* to do to me to-day ? 

Mnes. By tlie gods, I wish to learn what tliis business is. 
Why do yon groan ? Why are you vexed ? You ought'' not 
to conceal it, bt'ing my son-in-hnv. 

Eli;. A great evil is ivaily icneadcd for me. 

MxKS. Of what kind?" 

KuR. On til is day will be decided whether Euripides still 
lives' or is undone. 

iMxES. Why, liow ? For now neither the courts are about 

' '* Mimcm ni, Juvenis quum esses, protermts homo Jiiejis.^' Friizsche, 
\n Dindorf s, K.nger's, and Fritzsche's edition this verse is given 
witlioiit an interrogation- 

■-' Fritzsche compares Nub. 1323. Ran. 1325. Eccles. 366. Add 
Lys. 412. 

■" " Im Winter ist 

Des Strophenbaues Zimmerkunst nicht eben leicht, 
Wenn vor die Thiir man nicht in die warme Sonne geht." 

Droysen, 
Fritzsche and Enger read dvpaat, Dindorf Swpa^t. " Whereve'r 
iipaatv occurs, it always signifies extra fores, before the door." 
Fritzsche. Cf. Nub. 971. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 81. Mehlhorn, 
Gr. Gr. § 129, 1. And for the omission of rig, see note on Avcs, 
167. 

* Cf. Pax, 62. 

' " Kuster renders it non oportebat : wrongly. xp»;i' is, indeed, an 
imperfect tense, but is used of present time by the Attic poets, just 
as xpri is. Thorn. M. ' X^iiv' xal av-i tou tirfiive, kuI di/Ti tou Trpijrei.' 
triSearfig denotes a person allied to another by affinity, and is used 
both of a father-in-law and a, son-in-law, as affinis in Latin." Brunch. 
Cf Dawes, M. C. p. 490, ed. Kidd. 

" See Kruger, Or. Gr. § 51, 16, obs. 3. 

' '* Hoc die judicabitur utrum adhuc vivat Euripides, an pcrterit.' 
Fritzsche. For tariv ?wv, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 3, obs. 3, and foi 
Itia use of diroXiaXe, see note on Plut. 421. 
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to judge causes, nor is there a sitting of tlie Senate ; for it 
is the third • day, the middle of the Thesmophoria. 

EUE. In truth, I expect this very thing ^ even will de- 
stroy me. For the women have plotted against me, and 
are going to hold an assembly to-day about me in the temple 
of^ Demeter and Persephone for my destruction. 

Mnes. Wherefore ? why, pray ? * 

Eur. Because I represent them in tragedy and speak ill of 
them. 

Mnes. And justly too would you suffer,^ by Neptune! 
But, as this is the case,^ what contrivance have you ? 

Edr.^ To persuade Agathon the tragic poet to go to the 
temple of Demeter and Persephone. 

Mnes. What to do ? Tell me ! 

Eur. To sit in assembly among the women, and to speak 
whatever^ is necessary in my defence. 

Mnes. Openly,^ or secretly ? 

> ' " For this 

Is the third day and midst of Ceres' feasts." Wheelwright. 
"Es ist heut ja der Dritte, der Thesmophorien Mitteltag. " 

Droysen, 
" Ita statuendum de hac re, ut quum jam inde a decimo die cele- 
brarl Thesmophoria coepta essent, vriaTiia dicta sit ab Atheniensi- 
bus ij rpiri), eadem tamen quum media esset inter dies festos tves, 
quorum prolusio tantum erat Thesmophoria, xar' k^oxw V A'tc'l di- 
ceretur. Nostro igitur loco ?j T'piVij 'an 080-^. 17 fiEari verba idem 
significant quod rj rpirj] 'an Qiafio^opiuiv ri vqarua. Denique inter- 
pungere possis et ante et post Gtff^o^opiuj', quod ad utrumque et ad 
rpir?) et ad /uttrij refertur. Kectius igitur omnino non interpungitur." 
Enger. 

' Comp. Lys. 46. " Comp. vss. 89. 29-5. 

* See note on Pax, 1018. 

' " Et quidem meritam sie pmnam dederis ." Fritzsche. 

' " Postguam hcEC ita sunt comparata," Enger. "is rovTov, hereupon, 
after this, therefore ; but tK rovriav regularly in consequence of this, on 
these grounds, for these reasons ; yet also synonymous with ficrd ravra. 
Cf. Hipp. i. 7. CEcon. ii. 1, 4, 12. Mem. iii. 5, 4. Kriigei' on Anab. i. 
3, 11. Gr. Gr. § 43, 4, obs. 7." Krvger. Cf. Beinhardy, W. S. p. 230. 

' For x&v, see note on Lys. 277. 

' " Fritzsche remarks that the whole of this verse has a tragic air, 
not only on account of the numbers and tragic words, but also on 
account of the repetition of the word XoSpa. The same remark 
might have been made upon the words ri Sodaovr' ; eiVe uot." 
Enger. 
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Eui!. Secretly, clothed in a woman's stole.' 

Mnes. The device is a clever- one, and exceedingly ip 
3onforraity with your disposition; for ouis i< the pvW.e.^ [or 
trickery. [77(e creaking of mackhieri/ ?.? /learci.l 

Ei:u. Hush ! 

Mnks. What's the matter? 

EuK. Afiathon is coming out. 

Mnks. Why, of what sort is he ? 

Eur. He who is being wheeled' oiil. [ T/ie doors cf the 
hack scene are throtcn open, and Agnthon is wheeled in, fan- 
tastically dressed in iii'-.ni.e.n^s clothes J\ 

Mnes. Assuredly* I am blind; for I don't see any man 
here : I see Cyrene.'' 

EuK. Hush ! He is preparing again to sing.' 

Mnes. "The ant's' paths?" or what is he plaintively 
singing ? 

AGATn.8 Damsels, take the torch sacred to the infernal 

' Comp. Drydeii, Palamon and Arcite, 

" The solemn feast of Ceres now was near, 
When long white linen stoles the matrons wear." 
' "KOjixpog is applied to a person, who, though acting deceitfully, 
yet devises witli ingenuity." Fritzsehe. 

' '^ Noster est, says Mnesilochus, o Trvpafiovc, non quidem tou Trav- 
vvxiZ^tVj attamen rov Ti-)(y^Kiiv." Fritzsehe. See Lidd. Lex. in voc. 
irvpa/iovs, and cf. Equit. 277. 

* ** tTTt iKKUKXijftaTOQ ydp tpaiverat/' Scholiast. Cf. Acharn. 470, 
409, and Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 170. 

* ^^ Profecto cactis sum.*' Fritzsehe. dW j), projeeto, sane, Lys. 928. 
Equit. 1162. Acharn. 1111, 1112. 

' The name of a notorious courtesan of the day. See Ran. 1328. 

' Comp. Aves, 226. 

" " Ameisenlaufe oder was sonst fantasirt er uns?" Dioijsen. 
" Den Pfad der Ameis' oder so was singet er?" Voss. 
*' FormiearuTn semitas, an aliud quid gracili et exili voce cantiUabitf* 
Kuster. Compare Liddell's Lex. in voc. pvpfiriKta. Plautus, Mc- 
naechm. V. 3, 12, "Move formicinum gradum." Pherccrates ap. 
Plutarch, de Musica, 

TapiXt'iKv^' aSutv tKTpairiKoui /xu )jUT]K'fa'9. 
See Dawes, M. C. p. 584, ed. Kidd. 

' " What Agathon is here composing is, probably, not a festa' ode 
for the Thesmophoria, but for some tragedy on the subject of Troy, 
— a Cassandra perhaps. We must further imagine the whole to be 
a'^companied by a thoroughly modern and effeminate style of vo- 
luptuous music." Droysen, "This song is merely a xirelude (Trpooi- 
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goddesses,^ and, witli a free country, raise ^ a shout in tha 
dance ! ' , _ „ 

Cgo.3 In honour of which of the gods" is the ode i Tell 
us then ! I am readily induced to honour the gods.* 

Agath. Come, then, Muse, glorify Plia3bus, the drawer of 
the golden bow, who founded the walls " of the city in the 
land of Simois ! 

Cho. Deign to accept our most noble strains, O Phoebus, 
who in musical honours bearest oft" the sacred prize ! 

Agath. And chant the maiden dwelling in oak-grown 
mountains, the huntress Diana ! 

Cho. I follow, celebrating and glorifying the revered off- 
spring of Latbna, the unwedded Di^na. 

AviATH. And Latona, and the notes of the lyre' accom- 
panying the dances of the Phrygian graces in harmony with 
the foot. 

Cho. I honour qi^een Latona, and the lyre, the mother of 
songs, with an approved masculine* voice; by which ^ light 

Hiuv), by which Agalhon is, as it were, initiated into the making of 
tragedy." Enger. 

' " Demeter and Cora." Scholiast. The words Siv i\iv9kp(f ira- 
rpiSi are bracketed by Dindorf as an interpolation. "Sumite, pitellte, 
tsdam infens sacram dedbus, et gitando nu^ie patria est libera, cum cla- 
moribus tripudiate. It is very plainly seen from vss. 121, 122, that 
the measure and numbers of this verse are adapted to the Lydian 
harmony." Fritzsche. Bernhardy (W. S.) makes xSoviaij an ex- 
ample of the construction illustrated in the note on Lys. 1277. 

' " Saltando clamorem toUere : a Dithyrambic expression, many of 
which kind are intentionally used in this song in derision of Aga- 
thon's neXoTToia." Brunck^ 

^ Agathon's chorus is composed of the pluses, mentioned vs. 41 . 

' Dindorf compares Lucian, Tragop. 75, rivi oai/jovuj' ayoi/oi ku- 
liaarriv xopov ; See note on Lys. 1277. 

* " Animo meo facile impcrari et persuaderi potest, iit debs colat." 
Reiske. For rovjibv = kyii, see Jelf, § 438, obs. 1. Matthifi, § 209, 
1, § 285, § 466, 3. Cf. Eccles. 623. 

' " yvaXa x<"p^e, urbis Trojce mainia, which are called ynQ opiafiaTa 
in Eur. Hec. 16. So Kuster interprets it, and so also the ancient 
grammarian, oq Trjv"\\iov Irtixit^fv.*' Enger. 

' " 'AaidSog, sc. citharce. Etymol. M. p. 153, 13, ''AmaSoe v. .u'. 
fiara, rrjg m&apag. ovtwq 'ApiarofavriQ citte, iraptjiSiiv rb t^ 'Epex^.u 
'EvptTriSov. 7} TptxopSoQ KiOapa ovtw KaXtirat.' " JBrunck. 

' Soph. Phil. 1455, ktvttoq dpaijv wovtov. 

Tf does not refer to /3o^, as Brunck and Kuster interpret it, 
but to KiBapig." Friizi;/ie. " Sal^l.ol^'Oll, ifiuncnv may be rightly Ull» 
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is kindled in divinely -inspired eyes, and by our sudden voice. 
On which account glorify king Phcebus with honours ! Hail, 
happy child of Latona ! 

Mnes. How sweet the song, O venerable Genetyllides,' 
and womanish, and wanton, and lascivious ! ^ So that, whilst 
I listened, a tickling passed under my very bottom. I wish, 
O youth, to ask you who you are,^ in the words of ./Eschylus 
in his Lycurgeia:'' of what land,* you weakling? What's 
your country ? Wliat means the dress ? what the confusion 
of fashions? What does the harp prattle" to the saffron - 
coloured robe ? what the lyre to the head-dress ? What 
mean the oil-flask and the girdle ? How unsuitable ! What 
connexion then between a mirror and a sword ? And you 
yourself, O youth, are you reared' as a man? Why, where 
are the tokens of a man ? Where is your cloak ? Where 
are your boots ?^ Or* as a woman then ? Where then '" are 

derstood of divinely-shining eyes, i. e. of the divinely-inspired 
minds of poets." Enger. Hermann reads aTO/iatrtv for u/iiiumv, and 
in the next line Si d^^iJiou dwbg, and translates, " By which (sc. 
lyre) light comes to the inspired mouth, and by our twofold voice. The 
voice is called twofold, because the strophes and antistrophes are 
sung by the Hemichori." 

' " Wie siiss der Gesang, ihr himmlischen Hiirlein allzumal." 

Droyeen. 

' " tTrifLavSaXiaTov osculum, Acharn. 1201." Enger. 

' Fritzsche and Enger have adopted Person's emendation, j/envii-, 
§rif £l. Cf. Nub. 691, 692._ 

* " He means ^schylus' tetralogy, the Lycurgeia. It consisted 
of the 'HSiDvot, Baaffapidee, 'StaviaKoi, and Aw/coSpyof, the latter a 
tatyric drama. The words TroSmroQ b yii'vie are from the 'HSuvcl, 
and are addressed to the captive Bacchus." Scholiast. 

' Comp. ./Esch. Siippl. 231. For the article, see note on Ran. in. 

* Comp. Nub. 1008, birorav rrXaravos iTTtXif ypiBvpOiy. For u 
similar reason he inserts arufioWtTt in a quotation from Euripides, 
ap. Ran. 1310. 

" Woher, du Weibling? welche Heimath sandte dicli ? 

Was will der Aufzug? welch Verwirren alles Brauchs? 

Was sagt die Leir zum Safrankleid, was Kithara 

Zu Busenband und Schleif ' und Schminknapf ? nimmer passt 's ! 

M'as hat der Spiegel gar Gemeinschaft und das Schwert ? " Droys. 
Spicharmus ap. Stob. Serm. Ixxxix., ri's ydp Karoxrpijj Kai rvipsif 
toiviavia ; Eur. Iph. T. 254, tiq SaXKdaaTjg ^ovkoXols Kntvwvia ; i f 
Equit. vs. 1022. 

' Comp. Aves, 335. ' Comp. Vesp. 1158. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 4, obs. 4. 

» Comp. Aves, 103. Kur. Phoen. 558. ^sch. Choeph. 887. 
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your breasts? What do you say? Why are you silent? 
Nay, then, I'll judge of you' from your song, since you are 
not willing to tell me yourself. 

Agath. Old man,2 old man, I heard, indeed, the censure 
of your envy, but the pain I did not feel ! I wear my attire 
in accordance with ' my thoughts. For it behoveth a poet, 
conformably to the dramas which lie must compose, to have 
his turn of mind in accordance with these. For example,^ if 
one be composing female dramas, the body of the poet ought 
to have a participation in their manners. 

Mnes. Therefore do you mount on horseback when you 
compose a Phsedra ? ^ 

Agath. But if one be composing male dramas, this is sub- 
sisting in the body.*" But what we do not possess, this now 
is found to be all imitation.'' 

Mnes. When therefore you compose satyric dramas, call 
me,* in order that I may actively compose poetry along with 
you in your rear. 

' " Ex carmine conjecturam facit Mnesilochus, since it was of such 
a character that there could be no doubt as to whether a man or 
a woman was the author." Enger. 

' " O Greis, O Greis, von deiner Misgunst hab' Ich wohl 
Gehcirt den Tadel, doch ge'aussert nicht den Schmerz. 
Ja mein Gewand, es stimmt zu meinen Gedanken stets ; 
Der Dichter muss gemass der Dichtung, die er schaflft, 
Je den Charakter selber haben, den er giebt." Droysen. 
" The sense is, malignum convicium audivi guidem, sed ita ut quern 
mihi stiidue^'is parare^ dolore non ajfectus sim. Therefore he added the 
article to 4^7'J'"''." Enger. Fritzsche remarks that Agathon is pur- 
posely made to commence his defence with an antithesis, a figure he 
was particularly fond of. Cf. vss. 198, 199, 201. 
^ ajita yi/w/iy is, apjioTTovaav ry yvtstfiy.'* Enger- 
* See note on Aves, 378. 

' Five dramas only of Agathon's have been recorded, Qulirrijc, 
'AepoTTi), T^Xt^oe, 'AXKiialuiv, 'Av9oe. 

« " There's something in the body correspondent." Wheelwright. 
Comp. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 3, obs. 3. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. avvOriptioj. Wheelwright has ex- 
pressed the meaning proposed by all the other interpreters, 

" We strive to make our own by imitation." 
The whole sentence is a parody upon the splits of Euripidei 
Fragm. vi. 

' " Wenn eiu Satyrspiel du zu machen hast, so rufe mieh, 
Damit Ich die Stanzen machen helfe hinter dir." Droifsett. 
See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 358, and note on Ran. 169. 
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Agatu. Besides, it is unpolished ' to see a poet bcod-ish and 
rough with hair. Consider that that well-known^ Ibycus, 
and Anacreon of Teos, and Alcaeus, who softened down our 
music, wore a head-band, and practised soft Ionian airs ;^ and 
that Phrynichus, — for you have certainly '' heard him, — was 
both handsome himself and dressed handsomely. On this 
account then his dramas also were handsome : ibr it is'^ un- 
avoidable that one compose similarly to one's nature. 

Mnes. On this account then Philocles,^ as he is ugly, com- 
poses uglily ; and Xenocles,'' as he is vile, composes vilely ; 
and Theognis,"* again, as he is frigid, composes i'rigidly. 

Agath. Most unavoidably ! For, assuredly, being aware 
of this, I paid attention to my person. 

Mnes. How, by the gods ? 

EcR. Cease to abuse ! for I also was such a one, when I 
was his age, when I began to compose. 

Mkes. By Jove, I do not envy you your training. 

Eur. Yet suffer me to tell on what account I came. 

Agath. Say on ! 

Edr. Agathon, "it^ suits a wise man, who is able briefly 

' " Sehr unpoetisch." Droysen, aXKiag re, prcetereaque, et insuper 
und vollends. Cf. vs. 290, infra, and Hermann, Vig. n. 232. 

- See Krii^er, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 7. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. SiaxKaw, " MoUiter delicateque vive- 
bant." Enger. 

* yap ovv, nam prof ecto, namcerte, certe enim. Cf. Vesp. 726. Soph. 
Col. 980. Ant. 741, 77, 1255. Eur. Bacch. 922. Elmsley ad S"ph. 
Col. 494. " Nam hunc profecto aiidisti, i. e. his plays. So Acli. 
]0, TTpoaSoKuiv t'ov AiaxvXov. He might easily liave heard Plir>'ni- 
chus, for he was an Athenian, i-TrU AdrivaXoQ yv, as the schoHast 
explains it." Enger. 

' " Nothwendig gleicht ja, was man schafil dem, was man isl." 

Droyaen 

° He was the son of Polypithes and grandson of .ffischylus' 
sister. He was nicknamed XoXi; on account of the bitterness of his 
songs. A tetralogy of his, the Pandionida, is spoken of. According 
to Aristides, (vol. ii. p. 422,) he carried off the prize from Soplio- 
cles' Bex (Ediptis. His ugliness is alluded to in Aves, 1275. Cf 
Schol. ad Aves, 284. Meineke, Com. Fragm. i. p. 521. 

■ The son of Carcinus. See Vesp. 1501. He was principally a 
play-actor, and devoted himself to Sophocles' characters. Cf. 
Meinek. Com. Fragm. i. p. 505. 

' Nicknamed snow. See Acharn. 140, and Scliol. on Acharn. 11. 
He was afterwards one of tlie thirty tyrants. See Xen. Hell. ii. 3, 2. 

" Vss. 177, 178, are taken verbatim from the jEolus of Euripides, 
Fraicm. v. 
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lo abridge many words in a proper manner.' But having 
been smitten ' by a new calamity, I have come to you as ii 
suppliant. 

Agath. In need of what ? 

Eur. The women purpose to destroy me to-day at the 
Thesmophoria, because I speak ill of them. 

Agath. What aid then can you have from me ? ^ 

Eur, All ; for if you secretly take your seat amongst the 
women, so as to seem to be a worcjan, and defend me, you will 
assuredly save ^ me : for you alone can speak in a manner 
worthy of me.* 

Agath. How then do you not defend yourself in person ? 

Eur. I will tell you. In the first place, I am known; 
next, I am gray-headed and have a beard ; while you are of 
a good countenance, fair,^ shaven, with a woman's voice,^ de- 
licate, and comf ly to look at. 

Agath. Euripides 

Eur. What's the matter ? 

Agath. Did you ever compose this verse ? " You take' 
pleasure in beholding the light ; and do you not think youf 
father takes pleasure in beholding it ? " 

Eur. I did. 

Agath. Don't expect then that I will undergo your mis- 
fortune /or yow: for I should be mad. But bear yourself 
what is yours, as a private matter. For it is not right to 
bear * one's calamities with artifices, but with endurance. 

Mnes. And yet you, you lewd fellow, are loose-breeched, 
not through words, but through endurance. 

' Eur. Ale. 806, icaiTTtp fiapetq. Kv/Kjiopq, 7rE7rXr;y/i£voe- Cf. ibid. vs. 405. 
' "And what assistance canst thou have from us?" Wheelwright. 
' " Profecto me servabis." Enger. " Rettest du mich ofFenbar." 

Droysen. 

* " Denn meiner wiirdig sprechen wiirdest du allein." Droysen. 
" Euripides facetiously praises Agathon as like himself." Enger. 

* Comp. Eccles. 387, 428. 

' Shakspeare, Midsummer-Night's Dream, act i. sc 2, 

" Bottom. An I may hide my face, let me play Thisby too : I'll 
speak in a monstrous little voice ; — ' Thisne, Thisne, — Ah, Pyra- 
mus, my lover dear ; thy Thisby dear ! — and lady dear ! ' " 

' A quotation from Eurip. Ale. 691. Comp. Nub. 1415. Lys. 763, 
.ijharu. 555. Eur. Hec. 1225. 

' " The Ravenna Scholiast wished to mark a zeugma here, •which 
he resolved iii this way, ras crvfi^opig ydp oixi rolf r£xi'a<T^a/iH' it' 
tiivytiv ^lKaiot,aWd roTc xaB^jiaaiv ^ipuv, nor do I object." Fritza/SM. 
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Edr. But what is it, for which you fear to go thither ? 

Agath. I should perish more miserably than you. 

EtiR. How? 

Agath. How? — seeming to steal the nightly labours of 
the women, and to filch away (he women's love. 

Mnes. " Steal," quoth'a ! Nay, rather, by Jove, to be rav- 
ished ! But, by Jove, the pretext is plausible. 

Eur. What then ? Will you do this ? 

Agath. Don't imagine it ! ' 

Edr. Oh thrice-unlucky ! how I am undone : 

Mnes. Euripides, my dearest, my son-in-law,^ do not 
abandon yourself! 

Eur. How then, pray, shall I act ? 

Mnes. Bid a long farewell to this fellow, and take and 
use me as you please. 

Eur. Come then, since you give yourself up to me, strip 
off this garment ! 

Mnes. Well now, it is on the ground. But what are you 
going to do to me ? 

Eur. To shave' these clean, but singe clear the parts below. 

Mnes. Well, do whatever j'^ou think fit ! or I ought* never 
to have given myself up to you. 

Eur. Agatlion, you, of course, always carry a razor, — now 
lend us a razor ! 

Agath. Take it from thence yourself out of the razor-case. 

Eur. (to AgalJion). You are very good ! [ To Mnesilo- 
chus.'\ Sit yourself down ! Puff out your right cheek ! 
\_Mnesilochus sits down and Euripides commences shaving."^ 

* £ur. Med. 365, aW ovn ravry TauTa, firj Sokute ttw. 

' Euripides had married Choerine, daughter of Mnesilochus. His 
marriage, however, was an unhaupy one, and he repudiated her 
and gave her to his servant Cepliisoption. " lyttfit irpwTov /jliv Xoi- 
pivijv^ duyaTipa MyrjmXo^fou' e£ tjv ^o'X* Mi/»i<ri\o5^oi/, ko', Myjj«Too)(i5tiv Kai 
EtriiiTTt^T])/. aTTuxra^Ej/os ok -Ta(iTr]v, £itx« Kal S^VTspaVt Kai TauTiji ofioiwi 
&KoXa<rTou ■Kt.LpaQf.U " Suidas. 

' " This is taken from the Idaei of Cratinus." Scholiast. Clemens 
Alexand. Strom, vi. p. 751, " ' ApioToipaviie li 6 Ku^iicAf iv ra7s 
Trpwraiff OsafiOfopiaKovffaig ra. «c tCjv "Kparivov ''Efiirnrpdfisvijjv UiTrj- 
veyKiv tTrri." Fritzsche thinks the title of the play may have been 
'iSaioi fi^KinrnrpaiiCvoi. Comp. Meinek. Com. Frag. ii. p. 54. 

* " Sonst h'att' Ich garnichtmichdiriibergeben gemusst." Droysen. 
Enger reads itriSiSoval y' avriv w0c\ov, which is a gross soloecism. 
Dobree proposed iinSovvai y avrbg, which at all events is OreeK. 
Cf. Dawes, M. C. p. 585, cd. Kidd. 
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Mnes. Ah me ! 

EuE. Why do you cry out ? I'll put a gag in yoi;r mouth,' 
if you don't be silent. 

Mnes. Alas ! woe is me ! [Mnesilochus starts up and at- 
tempts to run away. 2 

EcE. Hollo you ! whither are you running?^ 

Mnes. To the temple of the august* goddesses ; for, by 
Ceres, I will not stay here any longer, '' being gashed ! 

Eur. Will you not then be ridiculous, pray, with the one 
half of your face shaved ? 

Mnes. I little care. 

Eur. By the gods, by no means abandon me ! Come 
hither ! [ Takes him by the arm and makes him sit down 
again.^ 

Mnes. Ah me, miserable ! 

Eur. Keep quiet,^ and lift up your head ! Whither are 
you turning ? 

Mnes. Mu ! mu!^ 

Eur. Why do you mutter?' Every thing has been accom- 
plished well. 

Mnes. Ah me, miserable ! Then I shall serve as a light- 
armed^ soldier ! 

Eur. Don't be concerned about it ; for you shall appear 
very comely. Do you wish to see yourself? 

Mnes. If you think fit, give me the looking-glass.' 

Eur. Do you see yourself? 

' Comp. Equit. 375. " Einen Knebel werd' Ich dir aiil^gcn." 
Droysen. For ytvvaloQ, see Lidd. in voc. 

^ Comp. Vesp. Soi. 

' Comp. Equit. 1312. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 43, 3, obs. 11. 

* From the conjecture of Porson, Advers. p. 37, approved by 
Reisig and Dindorf. Cf. Nub. 812. Vesp. 1442. 

° "Altera tantum maxilla rasa." Brunch. Cf. Herod, ii. 121. 

' aavTov belongs to avatcvTrrf. For this position of ical, cf. Pax, 
417. Nub. 745. I^e aavrbv arpifict I believe to be a construction 
unknown to Greek writers. See Aves, 1200, 1244, 1577. Ran. 339. 
Nub. 261, 743. 

' Comp. Equit. 10. 

' So liZo, -/Esch. Eum. 124. 0eujaj, Agam. 1308. oiniiKia, Soph. El, 
788. oiZc, Msch. Agam. 1316. alalia), Theb. 829. Comp. Valckn. 
Diatrib. p. 20. 

' " The joke turns upon the ambiguity of the word i^iXoc, which 
signifies a light-armed soldier, as well as (\ean^shaved. There is ttlM 
same ambiguity in the Latin word levia." Bruiick. 
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Mnes. No, by Jove, but Clisthenes ! ' 

EuH. Stand up, that I may singe ^ you; and stoop for- 
wards ! ' 

Mnes. Ah me, miserable ! I shall become a sucking pig.^ 

Eur. Let some one bring a torch or a lamp from within ! 
[To Mnedhchus.'] Bend yourself forwards ! Take care now 
of your extremities ! \_£uripides begins to singe him.'] 

Mnes. It shall be my care, by Jove ! only that* I am burn- 
ing. Ah me, miserable ! Water, water,'' neighbours, before 
the flame take hold of my rump ! 

Eur. Be of good courage ! 

Mnes. How be of good' courage, when I'm quite burnt up ? 

Eur. But you've no further trouble now; for you have fin- 
ished the greatest part. 

Mnes. Foh ! oh, what ' "soot ! I have become burnt all 
about my rump. 

Eur. Don't be concerned ! for another shall wipe it with 
a sponge.^ 

Mnes. He shall weep then, whoever shall wash my breech. 

Eur, Agathon, since you grudge to give yourself up to 
me, at any rate at least lend us a dress for this man,'" and a 
girdle ; for you will not say that you haven't them. 

Agath. Take and use them ! I don't grudge them." 

Mnes. What then shall I take ? 

Agath. What ? First take and put on the saifron-coloured 
robe. 

Mnes. (sniffing at it). By Venus, it smells sweetly of — 
lechery ! Gird me up quickly ! Now bring '^ me a girdle ! 
[^Euripides brings a girdle.'] 

Eur. There! 

' See 574, "eg. Aves, 831. Lys. 1092. 

' See note on Lys. 1243. 

•" See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 2, obs. 6. * Conip. Equit. 1236, 

* " Nur brenn' Ich schon." Droysen. Cf. Nub. H29. 

• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 3. 

' Plaut. Curcid. iv. 3, 21, " Bellator, vale ! 
Th. Quid valeam ? " 
' Comp. Lys. 295. ' See Elmsley, Aebarn. 463. 

'■' " Quoniam ipse te mihi invides, at saltern commoda 'mild vestem in 
kujnx usum, non enim dices te ed carere." Enger. "The scene repro- 
«eiits the interior of Agathon 's house." Brunck, 

" Eur. Here. F. 333, toa/iHcff iaai uoKivrtQ- ob ijiOovu r.iirXwr. 
" " Rcicli' das Busenband ! " Drnysen. 
•A \t 
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Mnes. Come then, fit me out about the legs. 

EtJR. We want a head-dress and headband.' 

Agath. Nay, rather, see here's a woman's cap^ to pul 
round him, whicli I wear by night ! 

Eur. By Jove, but it's even very suitable ! ' 

Mnes. Will it fit me ? [Pwfa it on.'] 

Agath. By Jove, but it's capital ! 

Eur. Bring an upper garment ! * 

Agath. Take it from the little couch. 

Eur. We want shoes. 

Agath. Here, take mine ! 

Mnes. Will they fit me ? At all events you like to wear 
them loose. 

Agath. Do you see^ to this ! But indeed^ you have what 
you want. Let some one wheel me in as quickly as possible. 
\^Exit Agathon.] 

Eur. {surveying Mnesilochus' attire). He, though a man," 
is now a woman in appearance. If you speak, see that you 
talk like a woman in your voice, well and naturally.* 

' " Stirnband und Haarnetz fehlen noch." Droysen. 

* " Kuster'and Brunck rightly translate it galericum, and Droysen 
Sehieeinemagen." Enger. " ScAteememajen means a particular kind 
of night-cap used by women. Moreover, this funny toilet-scene is 
especially worthy of notice on that account, that it teaches that we 
are not to imagine the dress of the Athenian women to have been 
by any means so simple as it is represented, perhaps, in ancient 
sculptures." Droysen. 

^ " Beim Zeus, er ist auch uberaus bequem I " Droysen. 

* "tyxvKXov was the last garment of all, and was put over the 
others, ;)a?;a; but the icfioicwrov was an inner garment, IvSvfia." Brunck. 

^ " Tu hoc ipse videas." Brunck. " Da sielie du zu! " Droysen. 
' " dWd — yap, aber—Ja." Kr'uger. See his Grammar, § 69, 14, 
obs. 4. 

' "Der ist ein Mann geboren, aber viiUig jetzt 
Kin Weib zu schaucn! " Droysen. 
" Hie, qui quidem vir est, jam prorsus femina est specie.'' Enger. " Vir 
qtiidem hie nobis speciem mulieris utique prce sefert." Brunck. " There 
■should be no stop in this verse. ' We have at length transformed this 
man into a woman.'" Seager. "Brunck and Seager translate it 
lightly." Fritzsche. To make their versions correct, it would be 
necessary to write avrip, as Fritzsche has done. Enger saw thi« 
who remarks, " If the article were added, the force of the antithesis 
would be destroyed." . 

* " Recht natiirlich." Droysen " fvvaiKit'.f if yvvi) XaXriaite" 
Scholiast. 
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Mnes. I will try. 

Eur. Go then ! 

Mnes. No, by Apollo ! unless you swear to me — 

Edr. What? 

Mnes. — that you will help to deliver me with all your arts,' 
if any misfortune befall me. 

Edk. " I swear then by Ether, the dwelling of Jove."'' 

Mnes. Why rather than by the lodging of Hippocrates ?' 

Edk. I swear then by all your gods in a lump.'' 

Mnes. Remember this then, that " your mind ^ swore, 
but your tongue has not sworn ;" neither will I bind it by an 
oath. 

Eur. Hasten quickly ; for the signal ^ for the assembly in 
the temple of Ceres is exhibited ; but I will be off. [^Exii 
Euripides.'] 

Mnes. Come on then, Thratta, foUow me ! See, Thratta, 

' "Mich retten zu helfen auch 

Mit allem Fleisse, wenn mir ein Ungliick widerfahrt." Droysen. 
" Omnibus arlibus. iraay fixvy, quavis ratione, has a far different 
force." Fritzsche. 

* A parody on the following line of the Melanippe of Euripides, 
ojJLVviu S" ipov aiQip, oUriaiv Aiof. Comp. Valckn. Diatrib. p. 49. It 



J parodied again ap. Ran. 100, 311. 
* See Nub. 1001, and Fr 



Pragm. 177, c. ed. Diudorf. " The sons o( 
Hippocrates were frequently ridiculed by the comedians for their 
stupidity. Schol. on Nub. 1001, ' ovroi liai TtXiaiKirog, Arifioipuiv, 
ITepiKXqe, lia/iaWoiitvoi ei'c vujSiav.' See the other passages ap. 
Meinek. Com. Fragm. ii. p. 477. Their lot appears to have resem- 
bled that of the Euripidean Jove, since the 2Ether was both their 
domicile and 06aKriii.a. Hippocrates himself had died many years 
before." Enger. " Bergler, Brunck, and Voss are very wrong in 
translating this contvbernium. The meaning is the same as in iEsch. 
Suppl. 267. Eum. 916. Kuster has rightly translated it " insula urbu- 
na." Fritzsche. 

* " aSpoovq iravTaq. to yap dpStjv Ofioiov Tif popdSriv ivtyxai." 
Scholiast. " Bei alien Gottern allzumal." Droysen. It would seem 
to be a parody upon Eurip. Med. 746. Fritzsche discovers in the 
line an allusion to the contemptuous atheism so generally attributed 
to Euripides. Cf. Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 116. 

» A parody on Eur. Hippol. 612, r/ yXdaa' diiuifiox, V Si fpiiv 
aviiiioToe. It is parodied again ap. Ran. 1471, and ibid. vs. 101, 
102. After this hne the old MSS. present us with_an_ ancient stage- 
direction (irapiTTiypa^ri), 6\o\iiovai yvvaiKts. \ipbv liiStirai, i. e. shout* 
of women are heard. The scene is changed to a temple. Comp. Schleg-cl, 
Dram. Lit. pp. 55, 161. 

• Ses not* on Vesp. 690. 

!i Si 2 
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v/liat a quantity of smoke' ascends as the torciics burn I 
Come, very-beautiful Thesmophorae,^ receive mi with 
good luck,' both on my entrance here, and on my return home 
again ! Thratta, take down the box, and then take out a 
cake, that I may take and offer it to the two goddesses. O 
highly-honoured mistress, dear Demeter, and thou, Persephone, 
let me, possessing much, often* sacrifice to thee ! but if not. 
now at least be undiscovered ! and let my daughter, my pig," 
meet with a husband who is rich, and besides, silly^ and stu- 
pid ! and let my little boy' have sense and understanding ! 
Where, where shall I sit down in a good place, that I may 
hear the orators ? Do you, Thratta, be off out of the way I 
for it is ncit permitted slaves to hear the words. 

Femai.e Herald. 
Her. Let there be^ solemn silence ! Let there be solemn 

' Comp. Pax, 1192. Equit. 1219. Acharn. ISO. Plat. 394. Nub. 2. 
Ran., 1278. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 52. 

' " Ilir gniidig liolden Thesmophoren, mit gutem Gliick 

Bei meinem Eingang, meinem Heimgang segnet mich." Droysen.. 

'■' "Elsewhere (Aves, 435, Eceles. 131) he uses rvxayady, which 
I have restored to Aves, 675, from the Ravenna MS., in place 
of the common reading ayaGg rvxy. Ilelladius (ap. Phot. Bibl. p. 
529, 34) observes that both dyaBr) rv^ri and Tv^r] a.ya9fi are used by 
the Attics." Dindorf, " We distinguish these in this way : n'^j 
ayaOy, qiwd bene vertat, is a popularly adopted formula of no parti- 
cular emphasis, while ayaQy riixy, quod felix, faustum, fortunatumrjue 
sit, is used by one who fears bad fortune." Fritische. Cf- note on 
Aves, 435. 

* " Und Persephassa, lass mich vielfach vieles dir 

Zu opfern haben sonderlich jetzt mich verborgen aein. ' 

Droyseii 
For aWd vvv, see note on Aves, 1598. Soph. El. 411. Col. 127(). 
Antig. 552. " Mnesilochus prays to the gods as if lie weie a wo- 
uia;!, that he may be rich and able to make these otFerings fre- 
v,-4v:;:tly. Bergler aptly compares Eur. El. 805." Fritzsclie. See 
note on Ran. 169. 

* Dindorf compares Vesp. 573. 

' Cf. Eupolis ap. Athen. vi. p 236, F. For 5.\Kj,g rt, see note 
o 1 vs. 159, supra. 

' " Mnesilochus, as if he were a mother who had the welfare of 
hsr children at heart, prays that his dajghter may get a rich and 
stupid husband, and his son have sensa and spirit. Moreover x*"- 
fiov and voadaXiaKOc aptly correspond to each other." Enger. 

' " So in Aves we find him using prose; first, vs. 864, in the speech 
of the priest, thei vss. 1035 and 1040, in the decree, then 1046, iii 
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silence! Pray to the' Thesmophorse, Deraeler, .ii:d Cora,' 
and to Plutus, and to Calligenia, and to Tellus, nurse of 
youths,^ and to Mercury,* and to the Graces, to convene this 
assembly and the present meeting in the most becoming and 
most profitable* manner: — very beneficially for the state of the 
Athenians, and fortunately for ourselves ; and that she may 
get her opinion passed, who acts and speaks the best for the 
people" of the Athenians and that of the women.' Pray for 
tliese things, and for yourselves what is good. lo Paean ! io 
Paein ! Let us rejoice ! 

Chorus of Women keeping the Thesmophoria. 

Cho. We accept the omen,^ and supplicate the race of the 
gods to appear and take pleasure in these prayers. Jove of 
great renown ! and thou with golden lyre, who inhabitest 
sacred Delos ! and thou, all powerful damsel, gray -eyed, 
with spear of gold, who inhabitest a desirable city, come 
hither ! and thou of many names, damsel slaying wild beasts, 
offspring of golden-eyed Latona ! and thou marine, august 
Neptune, lord of the sea, having left thy fishy, storm-vexed' 
recess ! and ye daughters of marine Nereus ! and ye moun- 

the indictment, and lastly vs. 1049, in the law. The Ravenna Scho- 
liast learnedly observes Trejy iv^tijx'k} xpSivrai ot kui/iikoi, iirnSa^' 
flixnv fi y\irt't)it'iia itaayiuaiv." Fntzsche. JDroysen has consequently 
exhibited the whole of this proclamation in prose. 

' Even in the genitive and dative the form toIv is the more usual 
one with the Attics. See Blomfield's Remarks on Matthia's Greek 
Grammar, p. xlix. Dawes, M. C. p. 570. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 14, 9, 
obs. 2, § 44, 2, obs. 4, § 58, I, obs. 3. Meblborn, Gr. Gr. § 232, note 
6. The above form is found vs. 285, svpra. Vesp. 7, 378. Eccles 
502, 1106. Pax, 1109. 

" Comp. Ran. 337. 

' Pausanias, i. 22, 3, Ian Si Kai rfjg KovpoTp6<j>ov, Kit .'\/;/ii)Tpoj 
iepov XXdi;c. See Dawes, M. C. p. 516, ed. Kidd. 

• Comp. Pax, 456. 

> Comp. KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 7—9. 

• See note on Equit. 831. 

' " Pberecratcs has jested in a similar manner in 1 is rpaif, p. 19, 
AOtivaiate avralg rt icai rale Sw/'/'oXO'C-" Fritzsche. 

» This refers to the last word (xai'pu/itv) spoken by t\ie herald. 
Cf. Aves, 645, 646. So Eupolis (A^^ot, p. 110,) xal TrpoaayijXuiiir 
iireKdovTte. Xatpire TravTiq. B. hxoiitaBa. " Guten Abend ! " 
Droysen. 

• " Tov viro Tujv avifioiv atiiifuvov. Traaav (civjjffiy Ka^ov<nv on- 
r^v " ScltoUast. 
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tain-roaming nymphs ! And let the golden lyre accompany 
onr prayers ; and may we well-born Athenian women bring 
our debates to an accomplishment.' 

Her. Pray to the Olympic gods and to the Olympic god- 
desses,* and to the Pythian gods ^nd to the Pythian goddesses, 
and to the Delian gods and to the Delian goddesses, and to 
the other deities ; if any one plots any eviP against the 
people of the women, or makes proposals of peace to Euripides'* 
and the Persians for the purpose of any injury to the women, 
or purposes to be a tyrant,'' or to join in bringing back the 
tyrant, or has denounced a woman as substituting a child, or 
if any woman's female slave, being a go-between, has whis- 
pered the matter in her master's ear, or ii any, when sent, 
brings lying messages, or if any paramour deceives by telling 
falsehoods, and does not give what he shall have formerly 
promised, or if any old woman ^ gives presents to a paramour, 
or even if a mistress receives presents, betraying her friend, 
and if any male or female publican'^ falsifies ^he legal measure 
of the gallon or the half-pint, pray that he may perish 
miserably, himself and family, but pray that the gods may 
give many blessings^ to all the rest of you. 

' " rtXEWf is explained by the Scholiast iKKKnaiaaaijifv Itti to 
yivioBai TiKtaruca ra vpayjiaTa, i. e. liaTi TiKtariKOL to. irp. yiv." 
Enger. So also Fritzsche. liyiviig is added because slaves (vs. 294) 
were excluded. 

^ Comp. Aves, 865, 866. ' Comp. Tyrtaeus, Fragm. ii. vs. ]iO. 

* ** Aut si quis legaios de pace et amiciiia mittendos conseat ad Euripidem 
Medosgue." Fritzsche. Cf. Isocr. Panegyr. c. 42. Plutarch, Vit. A rist. 
c. 10. For fTrJ pXapy, cf. vss. 360, 366. 

' " When the Pisistratidae were ejected from Athens, the people 
decreed that in every assembly of the people the crier should im- 
precate curses on him who should aim at a tyranny. To this prac- 
tice we must refer the words, aut si quis regna^e cogitat, aut tyraruium 
(Hippias was originally meant) quantum in ipso est, reducere. See 
Solon's law ap. Andocides, Myster. p. 97, 7, B." Fritzsche. 

' " Od'r wenn Geschenke 'ne alte Frau an den Liebsten giebt, 
Od'r wenn Geschenke die Liebste, den Freund zu verlassen, 
nimmt." Droysen. 

' Corny. Plut. 435, 436. 

' " Fritzsche reimarks that it was usual to proclaim in the Assem- 
bly, tKd}\Ti rovTOV ilvai aiiTOV Kai y'lvoq Kai oiKiav." Engcr. Cf. I)e- 
Tnosth. Fals. Leg. p. 71, 5, B. in Aristocr. p. 67, t>. Dinarch. in 
Aristog. 16, 8. Andocid. Myster. p. 98, 7, B. 

' "jToAXd (tot diaQi is a formula very much usi-d by ihe Attic 



332 -373. THE THESMOPHORIAZUS.E. 17 5 

Cho. We offer our united prayers that these wishes may 
corae to be accomplished for the state, and accomplished for the 
people ; and that those women who give ' the best advice (as 
many as this befalls) may get their opinions passed. But as 
many as for the sake of gain deceive, and violate the established 
oaths for the purpose of injury, or seek to revolutionize de- 
crees and law, and tell our secrets to our enemies, or bring 
in the Persians for the purpose of injury to the country, act 
wickedly and injure the state. But, O all-powerful Jove, 
mayest thou accomplish this, so that the gods stand by us, 
although^ we are women. 

Her. Hear, every one ! [ Unfolds a paper and begins to 
tead the preliminary decree.^ " These things have been de- 
termined on by the Senate of the women: Timoclea was 
Epistates,^ Lysilla was secretary, Sostrata moved the decree ; 
to convene an assembly in the morning* in the middle of the 
Thesmophoria, when we are most at leisure ; and to debate 
first about Euripides, what he ought to suffer ; for he has 
been adjudged* guilty by us all." Who^ wishes to speak ? 

1st WoJdAK. I. 

writers. Cf. Lys 1159. Pax, 8, 436, S38. Vesp. 1350. In the op- 
posite meaning they say n-oXXa cai caca. See Equit. 1276, 1329. 
Eccles. 453. This has been imitated by the Latins. Plaut. Pseud. 
i. 3, 138, ' Multa malague in me dicta dixistis mihi.' " Srunck. See 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 3. Blomf. Pers. 249. Hermann, Vig 
n. 323. Dawes, M. C. 452. Porson, Advers. p. 176. Weiske, Pleoii. 
Gr. p. 185, and add Plut. 218. Pax, 968. Nub. 1329. Vesp. 1304. 
Antiphanes ap. Athen. x. p. 446, C. 

' Enger, who reads Xtyoixraic, translates, " Ut omnes vincant, guibus 
contingit, ut optima^uadeant" referring to vs. 306, and censuring Din- 
dorf s reading \tyovaaQ. See Kruger, Gr. Gr, § 55, 2, obs. 7- 

- See note on Eccles. 159. 

' Cornp. Thuc. iv. 118. Lucian, Deor. Concil. c. 14. Andocid. 
Myster. p. 96, 2, B. Inscr. ap. Biickh, Corp. Inscr. i. p. 112, ii. 
Tab. ii. n. 3. Plutarch, Vit. Dec. Oral. ii. p. 833. Schomann, 
Comit. p. 131. Fritzsche discovers in the passage a reflection upon 
three notorious characters, Timocles, Lysicles, and Sostratus. See 
liquit. 678, 684. 

* Demosth. Midias, p. 8, roif TrpvTavuQ irou'iv iKKKijalav iv Aiovv- 
30V Ty iiariQaiq., ix TlavSiuv. iv Si ravry ^PW"''^"'') Tpwrov fiev vcfi 
iepur, K. T. X. Cf. Dawes, M. C. p. 431, ed. Kidd. 

* Comp. Aves, 1585. 

" Comp. Eccles. 130, 147- Acharn. 145. iucian, Tragop. e. 1». 
Deor. Concil. c- I 
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Her. Then first put on this crown ' before you speak. [ To 
the meeting. 1 Be silent ! Be quiet ! Give^ attention ! for 
she is now expectorating, as the orators do. She seems to be 
going to make a long speech. 

1st Woman. Through no' ostentatiousness, by the two 
goddesses, have I stood up to speak, O women ; but indeed I 
have been vexed, unhappy woman, now for a long time, see- 
ing you treated with contumely by Euripides the son of the 
herb-woman,'' and abused with much abuse* of every kind. For 
what abuse does he not^ smear upon us? And where has he 
not calumniated us, where, in short,^ are spectators, and tragic 
actors, and choruses ? calling us adulteresses in disposition, 
lovers of the men, wine-bibbers,* traitresses, gossips, masses 
of wickedness, great pests to men. So that, as soon as ' they 
come in from the wooden-benches, they look askance at us, and 
straightway search, lest '" any paramour be concealed in the 
house. And we are no longer able to do any of those things which 
we formerly did: such badness has he taught our husbands. 
So that, if even any woman weave a crown,'' she is thought 
to be in love ; and if she let faU any vessel while roaming 
about the house, her husband asks her, " In whose honour is 
the pot broken ? It must be for the Corinthian '^ stranger." 

' For this practice of wearing a crown while speaking in the as- 
sembly, Brunck refers to Eccles. 130, 147, 163, 171. Aves, 463. 

' Cratinus, (ap. Meinek. Com. Fragm. p. 190,) aBoue, aiya, srpo- 
<T£X* ^^'^ vovVf Stvp' opa. 

* " Nulla me ambitio temere eo abripuit, ut ad dicendum surgerem, 
mulUres." Fritzsche. 

* Cf. vss. 456, 910, infra. Acharn. 457, 478. Equit. 19. Ran. 8*0 
Pliny, N. H. xxii. 38, " Hac est, quam Aristophanes Ewipidi poeta 
obficit Joculariter matrem ejus ne olus quidem venditasse, sed scandicem." 
Cf. Aul. Gell. N. A. xv. 20. Val. Max. iii. 4. Mus. Rhen. ii. p. 236 
237. 

' See note on vs. 351. 

* See Ki-uger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 17, obs. 5. Bernhaj-dy, W. S. p. 153. 
' Comp. Vesp. 1120. Ruhnk. Tim. Lex. in voc. efijipaxv. 

' Enger, Fritzsche, Bothe, Brunck, and Kuster read oivoiriiras. 
See note on Equit. 407. 

» See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 10, obs. 3. 

" See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 8, obs. 10. 

" Comp. Sappho ap. Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 607- 

" "In derision of a passage in the Sthcnobcea of Euripides, wj;jcfc 
M preserved in Athenaeus, x. p. 427, E., "* 
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Is any girl ' sick ; straightway her brother saya, " This coh)iir 
ill the girl does not please me." Well ; does any woman, 
lacking children, wish to substitute a child ; it is not possible 
even i'or this to go undiscovered ; for now the husbands sit 
down beside^ them. And he has calumniated us to the old 
men, who heretofore used to marry girls ; so that no old man 
is willing to marry a woman, on account of this verse, " For* 
a woman is ruler over an old bridegroom." In the next 
place, through him they now put seals and bolts* upon the 
women's apartments, guarding us ; and moreover they keep 
Molossian^ dogs, a terror'' to paramours. And this, indeed, 
is pardonable ; but as for what was permitted us heretofore, 
to be ourselves the housekeepers, and to draw forth and take 
barley-meal, oil, and wine ; not even this is any longer per- 
mitted us. For the husbands now themselves carry secret 
little keys, most iU-natured, certain Spartan ' ones with three 

VEfTov 5e vty \t\T}6tu oifSiv Ik ^epos' 

aW Eu^us aitlia' tuj K.opip6iw ^ivu}.*' Brttnck. 
Cf. Lys. 856. Cratinus ap. Athen. ii. p. 1038, ed. Dindorf. Rhenisch. 
Mus. ii. p. 238, 239. " According to a custom among the Greeks, 
whatever fell accidentally from the hand was consecrated to lost 
friends." Droysen. Aristophanes reflects at the same time upon the 
immorality of the Corinthians. 

' Aves, 79, tTvovQ S' ejri&u/iti, iii Topvvriq Kai xiTpaQ, rptxi^ 'Ti 
Topivriv. But the best illustration is Timocles ap. Athen. vi. p 
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0<p6aX.fitd T£S, eicrl ^iviidai Tu(p\oL 

TiVVTJKi Tip -TraTc, il NlO/3n KtKOVtptKE. 

y_tv\6i Tis «ffTt, Toy 4>t\oKT^Trji/ opa. 
yipuiv Tis aTuxeif Ka-rifxaQit tou O'lyta. 



Cf. also vs. 407 of this play. Eccles. 179. Demosth. Coron. p. 271, 2 
Olynth. iii. 18, 1. Eur. Orest. vs. 631. 

' " During their confinement." Scholiast. 

» This verse is a quotation from the Phoenix of Euripides, Frag. 
V The same sentiment is repeated in his Danae, 
•yvvaiKt t' ixdpou xp'if^^ Tr/jEffPuTTjs avnp. 
Which is also parodied by Aristophanes, Fragm. 497, ed. Dir.dorf, 
altrxpov via yuvaiKi TrpEiT/SwTfjs dv^p. 

* Reflecting, as Frit'zsche thinks, upon vs. 58 of the Danae. Comp 
Hor. Od. iii. 16. Menand. Fragm. incert. i. p. 63, ed. Didot. 

' Comp. Eur. Hipp. 644. _ ^ , ,» 

• " fiopfioXvKUOv SriXol Kai 06/3ijrpov aTrXHg iv OtafiotpopiaZfUjat;. ^ 
Etymol. M. p. 590, 52. 

' Comp. Plautus, Moat. ii. 1, 57. Liddell's Lex. in voc fln\ai'i>f 
Menauder, Miaovfuvoe, Fragm 11, p. 35, ed, Didot. Dawea, JV;. C 
T). 550. 
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teeth. Previously, indeed, it was possible at least ' to secretly 
open the door, if we got a three-obol ^ seal-ring made. But 
now this home-born slave * Euripides has taught them to have 
rings of worm-eaten wood, having them suspended about 
them. Now therefore I move * that we mix up some destruc- 
tion in some * way or other for him, either by poison, or by 
some one artifice, so that he shall perish. These I speak 
openly ; but the rest I will draw up in the form of a motion 
in conjunction with the secretary.* 

Cho. Never yet did I hear a woman more intriguing 
than this, nor one that spoke more ably. For she speaks all 
justly, and has well examined all appearances, and weighed' 
all things in her mind, and shrewdly discovered artful, well- 
invented w^. H" ; so that, if Xenocles the son of Carcinus 
were to speat_ immediately after ' her, he would appear to us 
all, as I think, to say absolutely nothing to the purpose. 

' " dXXd, \aUem, as in vs. 250, supra. Nub. 1364, 1369." Brunck, 
C£ Pax, 660. Ach. 191. Lys. 904. 

" Cf. Equit. 682. Aves, 18. Acharn. 962. Plut. 884. Pax, 1201. 
Antiphanes ap. Athen. iii. p. 123, B. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 17. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 164. For the custom, cf. Lys. 1197. 

' " No one knows better than a home-bom slave how domestic 
matters ought to be managed; therefore Euripides is called oiVo- 
Tpv^), i. e. cellcE culinceque scrutator." Fritzsche. So also Enger. Cf. 
Ran. 976. 

* Cf. Equit. 654, 1311. Aves, 337. Vesp. 270. 

' " aiiutaykTriDQ = ivi yk ti/j rpoTTip, which is different from the 
formula iiia ye rixvy. With these expressions compare Thuc. vi. 
34. Plato, Men. p. 129, ed. Stallbaum. The Attics never say w ye, 
'nut very often ri — yt with one or two words between. See Thuc. iii. 
45 ; vi. 18 ; viii. 27. Demosth. Pais. Leg. p. 46, 2, B. Xenoph. Hel- 
len. iv. 8, 12. Arist. Pax, 273." Fritzsche. 

' " Das andre geb' Ich bei dem Schreiber zu Protokoll." Droysen. 
See Liddell's Lex. voc. avyypaipia. Schiimann, Comit. p. 118. Pol- 
lux, iv. 19. " 'Apiaro^dvriQ Si ircri?" iv Qtaito^opiaZovaaig, \iyav ij 
ypafinarevs." Suidas. See note on Eocles. 713. 

' jEsch. Prom. Vinct; 112, 

nrpwTos ev yvttifia Tod* k^aVTavt. 
' TTOfid, confestim secutus. So Demosth. 229, 19, Trapil avra rcL ASacq- 
ftara Xtyeiv, to speak immediately/ upon the commission of the misdeeds. 
Cf. ibid. Panaet. p. 966, 20. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 258. Monk ad Ale. 
936. Enger and Fritzsche have treated this passage most unhan- 
pily, not knowing this common force of irapa, which they mighl 
Fiave learnt from almost every page of Demosthenes. What Brunck 
means by " dicere jtixta illam," or Droysen by " neben ihr zu sprechen,' 
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2nd Wom. For the purpose of a few words I also have 
come forward. For the other matters she has kid to his cliargo 
rightly: but what I have suflfered personally, these I wish 
to state. My husband died in Cyprus,' havipg left behind 
him five little children, wliom I used to maintain with difS- 
culty by plaiting wreaths in the myrtle-wreath-market.^ lie- 
fore this^ I supported myself, indeed, but miserably.* But 
now this fellow by representing in his tragedies,* has persuaded 
the people that there are no gods ; so that we do not now earn 
even to the amount of® one half. , Now therefore I exhort 
and charge all to punish this man for many reasons ; for, O 
women, he does savage deeds to us, as having been reared 
himself among the potherbs' in their wild state. But I will 
be off to the market-place ; for I have twenty bespoken* 
wreaths to plait for people. 

is to me quite unintelligible. For Xenocles, see note on vs. 169, 
supra, and on Nub. 1259. Cf. Vesp. 1501. Enger quotes from Athen. 
iv. p. 134, D., 

^EiTri/a juoi Ei/y£Tr£ Mouffrt TroXinpotpa kol /laKa iroWa, 
a SevokX^s pnTtop iv 'AOiivan SsiirviarEv rjfia^. 

' " The last expedition to Cyprus took place forty years before. 
Droysen and Fritzsche tliink the woman's husband died in this ex- 
pedition. Fritzsche adds that he may have been a sailor who died 
at Cyprus." Enger. The alhision is more probably to the events 
recorded in the famous Inscriptio Nointeliana ap. Rose, p. 105. 

^ Comp. note on Lys. 557. 

' " The Ravenna Scholiast, and Suidas, (in voc. rewc) and the 
Scholiast on Plato, (p. 334,) explain it by irporipov or irpb tov. The 
grammarians are right, as is shown by the words immediately pre- 
ceding, ayi) fioKiQ iPoaKov. Further, as the words aW muKaKiuc 
and oi)S' ilg tifuav are opposed, so also the conjunctions rswc and 
vvv, which couple these sentences, ought to be opposed to each 
other. Cf. Herod, vi. 12." Enger. Cf. also vs. 422. 

• See Pollux, vi. 661. Lobeck, Phryn. p. 336. 

" Fritzsche refers to Hec. 484, 958—960, Belleroplioti, p. 112, Mela- 
nippe, p. 213, Sisyphus, p. 323, 324, ed. Matthia. 

• See Hermann, Vig. n. 380. Xen. Anab. i. 1, 10. Kriiger, Gr. 
Gr. § 68, 21, obs. 9, § 60, 8, obs. 1. 

' There is a play upon the ambiguity of the word aypia, which is 
joined both with icaed and with Xaxdvotg. " Euripides is ridiculed, 
who in his Phomix, Fragm. xi., said, yvvf) n navruiv dypiiltraTov ica- 
Kov." Enger. Cf. Menand. ap. Bekk. Anecd. p. 332, 28. Aul. Geii, 
N. A. XV. 20. 

' Oomp. note on vs. 387. 

• " irre^. dvv9. coronas localiiias. Vid. praeter Schol. Rav. "t. Sil>' 
dam. Athcn. xv. p. 680, C. Pollux, vii. 200. Hesych." tnyer. 
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Cho. This Other disposition, again, appears still cleverer 
than the former one. How ' she talked ! not what was ill- 
timed, nor yet what was void of understanding, but all per- 
>iuasive, being possessed of sense and a subtle mind. The 
.-man must manifestly^ give us satisfaction for this insolence. 

Mnes. It is not wonderful, O women, that you who are so 
abused' should be exceedingly exasperated at Euripides, nor 
yet that your bile should boil over ; for I myself hate thai 
man, if I be not mad, — so* may I be blessed in my chil- 
dren ! But nevertheless we must grant the privilege of speak- 
ing amongst each other ; for we are by ourselves, and there 
is no blabbing^ of our con versa! ion. Why thus do we ac- 
cuse^ him, and are vexed, if, being cognizant of two or three 
misdeeds of ours, he has said them of us'' who perpetrate in- 
numerable ? For I myself, in the first place, — not to speak 
of any one else, — am conscious with myself of many shamefuP 
acts: at all events of that^ most shameful one, when I, was a 
bride of three days, and my husband was sleeping beside nie. 
Now I had a friend,'" who had debauched me when I was seven 
years of age. He, through love of me, came and began 
scratching at the door ; and then I immediately understood 
it ; and then I was for going down " secretly, but my husband 
asked me, " Whither are you going down ?" " Whither ? — A 

' See notes on Pax, 350, 363. 

» Comp. Av. 1290. Plut. 948. Soph. Aj. 81. Thuc. vi. 60, sub fin. 

' See Liddell's Lex. voc. aKovoj, iii. Cf. vs. 388, supra. 

• Cf. Nub. .520. Eur. Med. 714. Lucian, Philops. § 27. Hoin. II. 
A. 18. Hor. Od. i. 3, 1. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 3, obs. 5. 

' " Nam sola sumus,'neque ulla sermonemnostrum effort." F>-itzsc7ie. Cf. 
Euphron, ap. Athen. ix. p. 380, A. Aristoph. Plut. 1138. Eccles 
443. jEsch. Eum. 910. Plato, Parmen. p. 137, A. 

" Nub. 131, ri ravT txmv arpayyevojiai ; Cf. Eccles. 853. Acharn. 
614. "The participle exwv, where it is said to be completely re- 
dundant, is always connected with some censure." Fritzsche. 

' "The full form would be, ei Si' y/iiuv tj rpia xana ^vveiSu/q tijriv 
(v/iac' Si' fl Tpia KaKa) Spwaag fivpia." Fritzsche. 

• See Dawes, M. C. p. 585, ed. Kidd. 

• fKtiKof not unfrequently refers to what immediately follows. See 
vs. 498. Pax, 146. Equit. 885, 1012. Ach. 1195. Vesp. 47. Eccles 
422, 465. Soph. Ajax, 94. Plato, Rep. x. p. 606, B. Xenoph. Cyrop. 
iii. 1, 28. 

"• Friend (0i\oe) is the Attic euphemism (or pararhour. See vs. 346. 
" " Der kam und raschelte voller Begier an unsrer Thur ; 
Sogleich vevstand Ich 's; heimlich wolU' IcK hinab zu ihm." 

Droyten 
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colic ' and pain, husband, possesses me in my stomach ; there- 
fore I am going to the necessary." " Go then ! " said he. 
And then he began pounding juniper berries, anise, and sage. 
P.ut after I had poured some water on the hinge,'' I went out 
to my paramour ; and then I conversed with him beside tlie 
statue* of Apollo, holding by the bay-tree. These, you see,* 
Euripides never yet at any time spoke of. Nor does he men- 
tion how we give ourselves up to our slaves and to muleteers, 
if we have not any other.* Nor how, when we junket ever so 
much during the night, we chew up garlic^ in the morning, 
in order that the husband having smelt it when he comes in 
from the wall,' may not suspect us of doing any thing bad. 
These things, you see, he has never at any time spoken of 
And if he does abuse a Phasdra, what is this to us ?* Neither 
has he ever mentioned that, how that well-known woman,' 
while showing her husband at day-break '" how beautiful her 
upper garment is, sent out her paramour hidden in it — that 
he has never yet mentioned." And I know another woman, 
who '^ foi- ten days said she was in labour, till she purchased 

' Comp. Plut. 1131. Pax, 175. Proagon, Fragm. vii. ed. Dindorf. 

' Comp. Plautus, Curcul. i- 3, 1. Liddell's Lex. voc. arpo^iy^. 

' ^^ ovTw KaXovfjLivog 'AiroWutv TtTpaywvio^/^ Scholiast. 

* Comp. Nub. 355, and Dawes, M. C. p. £86, ed. Kidd. 

' For a similar pleonastic use of the second negative, of. vss. 498 
—501, 718. Plut. 410. 

" Xenoph. Conviv. iv. 8, o Ni/ci7parof Kpofiiivuv oZmv iin9vfi.u 
oitaSt fASfTi', 'iv' I'l yvvq awroO TrwTivy firi liavoJiOrjvai /iriSeva av 
^ikijaai aiiTov. Cf. Hor. Epod. iii. 19. 

' " Thucyd. viii. 69, fjaav o' 'AOrivaloi Travrig dii o'l filv ivl rdx'^i 
«t o' tv rd?«, tCjv Iv AiKsKticf iroXifiiuiv 'ivixa 'tip' BjrAoif, which events 
oelong to the same year in which this play was acted." Enger. Cf. 
Ach. vs. 72, and Dawes, M. C. p. 588, ed. Kidd. 

» Comp. Lys 514. Equit. 1198. Eccles. 520. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 
48, 3, obs. 8. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 90. 
' ' " J) yvvri is not multcr giuedam, but twta ilia mulier." Fritzsche. 

'" vtr' opflpov, Dindorf. " Videtur ita res esse cogitanda, ut mulier 
propterea illo praetextu usa sit, ut cum encyclo adulterum occuUante 
ex thalamo in avXfiv egredi possit, unde facile effugere adulter po- 
terat." Enger. 

" Comp. the construction in vss. 491, 492, 461. 

" Comp. Plut. 365, 933. Pax, 676. Ran. 889. Nub. 599, 863. Avea, 
1144. Lys. 96. Eur. I ph. T. 146. Phoen. 266. Hec.759. Hippol. 100. 
,£Bch. Theb. 555 Elmsley, Heracl, 601. Person and Schafer, 



478 THE THESMOPHORIAZTJSJE. «04-5!fi. 

a little child; while her husband went about purchasing 
drugs to procure a quick delivery.' But the cliild* an old 
woman brought in a pot with its mouth stopped with honey- 
eomb,' that it might not squall. Then, when she that carried 
It nodded, the wife immediately cried out, " Go away,'' hus- 
band, go away, for methinks I shall be immediately delivered." 
For the child kicked against the bottom of the pot.'* And lie 
ran off delighted, while she drew out the stoppage from the 
mouth of the child, and it cried out. And then the abomin- 
able ^ old woman who brought the child, runs smiling to the 
husband, and says, " A lion has been born to you, a lion ! 
your very image, both in all other respects whatever, and its 
nose is like yours, being crooked like an acorn-cup."' Do 

Orest. 1645. Hermann, Vig. n. 35. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 12. Mus. 
Crit. i. 72. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 302. Blomf. Theb. 54.9. 

' See Bekk. Anecd. p. 74, 1. Pollux, ii. 7 ; iv. 208. The imper- 
fect of epx"/*"' is rarely used by the Attic writers. See Elms. 
Heracl. 210. Kruger, Or. Gr. § 40, p. 163. 

' " This use of the article is worthy of notice. So rqr S', vs. 
717. [Eccles. 316. Pax, 644. Lys. 395. Equit. 652. Cf. note on 
Eccles. 275.] Infants were exposed in pots, as we are informed by 
the Scholiast on this passage and on Ran. 1288, and by Hesychius 
in voc. t7X'"'P"'^f "fl lyxvTp'iZfiv, Moeris, Att. p. 102. Schol. on 
Plato, Min. p. 315." Enger. 

' " Sic Schol. ad Acharn. 452, avoyyoQ irtjrXijpw/iEvof ^JXiroj, icai 
TiOeaai Tif , (TTOfiaTi ruiv Traidiojv^ OTrio^ anxtnijauyat. Z^TOvvreg rpoipriv." 
Enger. 

• " Fort, Lieber, fort ! gleich kommt 's zur Welt, so drangt 's 

im Bauch ! 
Das arme Kind arbeitete namlich in Topfes Bauch. 
Da lief er herzensfroh hinweg ; sie nahmen schnell 
Das Waclis dem Kindchen aus dem Mund, da quarrt es hell." 

Drogse^i 
' " The Scholiast observes that fi»;Vpac was expected ; and so the 
passage is commonly understood. But Thiersch has rightly ob- 
served that these are the words of Mnesilochus, and not of the lyiug- 
in woman." Enger. " Observe the difference between an aorist and 
a perfect: for if we had \t\aKTiKev in our text, it would be a con- 
tinuation of the speech of the woman, unconsciously betraying 
herself and mentioning the pot through forgetfulness of her part ; i 
but now l\dKTtaiv, ferierat, informs us that these are the words oi ( 
Mnesilochus wittily narrating the affair." Fritzsche. j 

• Mnesilochus is here forgetful of his assumed character. ( 
' " Kraus wie ein Eichelpeserich." Droysen. The interpretation 

given in the text is that proposed by Lycophron ap. Schol. ad Pac 
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we not practise these wicked acts ? Yea, by Diana,' do we 1 
And then are we angry at Euripides, " who^ have suflered 
nothing greater than we have committed?" 

Cho. This^ certainly is wonderful, where the creature 
was found, and what land reared this so audacious woman. 
For I did not think the villanous woman would* even ever 
have dared thus shamelessly to say this publicly amongst us. 
liut now every thing may take place. I commend the old 
proverb, " For* we must look about under every stone, lest 
an orator bite us." But indeed there existeth not any thing 

199, and adopted by Fritzsche and Liddell. For a-n-alavavTa, see 
note on Equit. 845, and for Kai after ra t aX\a, comp. Lys. 953. 
A^sch. Pers. 67ti. Eum. 697. Prom. Vinct. 954. 

' " A very appropriate oath. Mnesilochus means Diana the mid- 
uiife, who of course knew these things very well, and the vile arti- 
fices of the women." Fritzsche. 

' A parody on the Telephtis of Euripides, p. 842, ed. Matthi'a, 
tlxa Sri Qvfi.oiifi.iQa 
ouiiv iraGoVTEt fiaWov v SiSpaKort^ ; 
Comp. Hec. vs. 623, and Rhenisch. Mus. ii. p. 240. 

' For this vise of tovto to introduce something afterwards ex- 
plained more fully, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 4, and cf. Nub, 
215, 380, 1262, 1412. Plut. 259, 573, 594, 898, 921. Vesp. 47, 653 
1536. Pax, 146, 1075. jRan. 1369, and vs. 556 of this play. 

* av belongs to the infinitive {ToX/iijaai), as in Thucyd. viii. 66 
ivijfrav yap Kai ov£ ovk av •work TtQ tfitro l^ oXiyapxtav TpairkaOaL. Cf. 
Pax, 710. Kriiger on Thucyd. i. 22, and the similar passages quoted 
in the note on Equit. 1175. Brunck translates it correctly enough : 
" improbam non rebar ne ausuram guidcm fuisse." I mention this, as 
Droysen's " Ich hlitte nie geglaubt" is liable to mislead, iv is not 
frequently doubled with an infinitive ; see, however, vs. 442, supra 
Lys. 116. Antiphanes ap. Athen. ii. p. 60, E. Plato, Rep. ix. p. 
178, E. Thucyd. i. 76, and note on Ran. 34. 

' A parody upon a popular scolion of the day, whicli is quoted 
ap. Athen. xv p. 695, D., (cf. Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 876,) 
uiro iratrri XlQw tTKOpiriov, to Toip ^ virodvtTat' 
(/)jja^£t; /i^ tTi fid\r]' Tto 6' d<pavii irdv tirtTui 66kov, 
Praxilla ap. Schol. Ravenn., (cf Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 819,) 

irird wavTi \iQio {TKopirioi/^ Ct Valpt, tpuKdatrto. 
" p^Twp is substituted by the poet, since by \i6ov be means to fiijita 
T^S TlvvKos. Cf. Ach. 653. Pax, 663. Eccles. 87." Enger. See note 
on Equit. 956. For the effect of a sycophant's bite, see Plut 885 
The preceding words aW liirav, &c., are a proverbial expression 
applied to any thing which happened unexpectedly. Comp. Macho 
ap. Athen. vi. p. 246, C. Herod, iv. 37, 195; ▼. 9, 97. Xenoph. Anal*, 
vii. 6, 11. " Aber jetzt ist ailes m6gli<h." Droyaen. 
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more wicked for all purposes ' than women shameless by na- 
ture, — unless perhaps it be women.^ 

3rd Wom. You are certainly not in your right senses, 
women, by Aglaurus ! ^ But you have either been bewitched, 
or have suffered some other great evil, who permit this pesti- 
lent creature to wantonly insult us. all in such a manner. If 
indeed there be any one who will do it, it is well ; but if not,'' 
we ourselves and our slaves, having got ashes from some 
quarter, will depillate her rump, so that she may be taught, - 
woman as she is, henceforth* not to speak ill of women. 

Mnes. Nay not my rump, pray, O women. For if, when 
there was freedom of speech and it was permitted us all to 
speak, as many citizens as are present, I then spoke what 

- Comp. Ach. 951. Vesp. 1101. Ran. 968, 731. Plut. 273. Theoc. 
.\xii. 58. ^sch. Pers. 332. Prom. Vine. 761. Antiphanes ap. Athen. 
iii. p. 108, E. Valck. Phosn. 622. For fvaii, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 
41), 4, obs. 1. 

^ Menander, ovk av ytyotT* ipojvTos d6\LuiTepov 

oudki' ytpoi/Tos, ifKiiu eVspos yiptov ipwv. 
Comp. eund. Fragm. ex. ed. Didot. Phocylides ap. Bergk, Poet. 
Lyr. p. 338, 

Kai ToSe ^wKuXidettt' A'spioi kUkol' ovx o /xev, 8e ^ ov. 
rravregt TrXrjv TlpoKKkovQ' Kai XlpOKXerjg Akpiog. 
The reader will reeoUect Porson's famous parody i.ipon this, begin- 
ning, 

" The Germans in Greek 
Are sadly to seek," &c. &e. 
Fritzsche and Enger read ttXtjv dp' it. Cf. Aves, 601. Eur. Danae, 
Fr. vi. Metagenes ap. Scbol. Vesp. 1216. 

^ One of the daughters of Ceerops and Agraulos, by whom, as 
well as by her sister Pandrostis, (Lys. vs. 439,) Athenian women 
were aeeustomed to swear. The third daughter was Herse. See 
Ovid, Metam. ii. 77. Hermann, Opusc. vii. p. 269. 
* " Thut 's ein andrer, gut; thut 's keiner, raseh, so holen 
Wir selbst mit unsern Magden uns die ersten besten Kohlen." 

Droysen. 
■'' When she ought to have said quoniam nemit adest, nos ipsce cum ser- 
vis vindictam sumemus, she says si nemo adest." Enger. See note on 
Plut. 470. 

'• " According to Hermann \'Vig. n. 26) and Kriiger, (Gr. Gr. § 46, 
3, obs. 2,) TO \onrdv = henceforward, implying unbroken continuance 
of time, while roS Xowrou ^for the future, itertim, implying repetition. 
Tou Xoivov, for the future ; a prose form : frequent in Herodotus, 
Lysias, and Demosthenes ; occasionally in Thucydides, Isocrates, 
and others : of the old Attics, only in Arist. Pax, 1084. The later 
writers preferred Xootov or roXonrov." Bernkardy. Both forma ar< 
trequen' 111 -Xenophon. 
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pleas •! knew in defenct) of Euripides, ought I on this account 
to suffer punishment by being depillated by you ? 

3rd Wom. Why, ought you not to suffer punishment ? who ' 
alone hast dared to reply in defence of a man, who has done 
as many injuries, purposely devising tragedies where a wo- 
man has been vile, writing plays on Melanippes and Phajdras.' 
But he never at any time wrote a play on^ Penelope, because 
she has been adjudged to bo a chaste woman. 

Mnes. I know the reason. For you could not mention a 
single Penelope among the women of the present day, but 
Phajdras every one. 

3rd Wom. You hear, women, what things the villanous 
woman has again said of us all. 

IMxES. And, by Jove, too, I have not yet mentioned as 
many as I am cognizant of ! For would you that I mention 
more ? 

3rd Wom. Nay, you cannot any further ; for you have 
poured forth all that you knew. 

Mnes. No, by Jove, not yet the ten-thousandth'' part of 
wliat we do I For, you see, I have not mentioned this, hovi' we 
take strigils^ and thee draw off the wine with a siphon. 

' JiffTis introduces a predicate which belongs exclusively io its ante- 
cedent. See iEsch. P. V. 362. Horn. II. *. 43. Arist. Nub. 42, 537, 
9''7 1377. Equit. 311, 316, 352. Vesp. 621, 649, 700, 739, 924, 1167. 
Pax, 671, 1035. Ach. 225, 290, 303, 497, 645. Ran. 427. Plut. 13, 121, 
281. Eccles. 1104. Lys. 699. Pax, 865, 970. Ed. Rev. No. xxxm. p. 
231. 

= Comp. Ran. 1043. Euripides never wrote a play and called it 
" Phaedra." The allusion is to his first Hippolytus, ClinriXyToQ 
K-oXuTTT-ofifj'oc,) which was more frequently called his Phadra, frorn 
the prominence of that character, as Shakspeare's " Julius Cassar ' 
might be as appropriately called " Brutus." " (vpiaKuiy XoyoyQ=tn- 
veiiiens tragmdiam ; unless you understand it as said invidiously 
against Euripides, who often violated all the traditional features on 
the ancient myths." Fritzache. 

' See Liddell's Lex. voc. voiiw, i. 9. ' Comp. Lys. 355. 

s " Aristophanes makes the women use both a atrigil and a siphon. 
For first ihey take a strigil through want of a cup, ((xrXey. \a/5oD<Ta»,) 
atid than they draw off the wine with a siphon {ivura ai<t>iaviloii.iv rbf 
3lvov). I have lately seen several strigils in the Berhn Museum, 
which, though utterly incapable of bemg used as siphons, could 
nevertheless hold a small quantity of liquid, for they were all hoi 
low." Fritzsche. Enger, who derides this interpretation of I'ritzsrlie s, 
says, "The interpreters rightly observe that the women make use 
of a strigil through want of a cup." 

2 I 
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3rd WoM. You be hanged ! ' 

Mnes. And how, again, while we give the meats from the 
Apaturia^ to our go-betweens, we then say that the cat' 

3rd Wom. Me miserable ! you talk nonsense. 

Mnes. Nor have I mentioned how another struck down 
her husband with the axe ;* nor how another drove'^ her hus- 
band mad with philtres ; nor how the Acharnian woman ^ once 
buried 

3rd Wom. May you utterly perish ! 

Mnes. — her father under the kitchen boiler. 

3rd Wom. Are these, pray, endurable to hear ? ' 

Mnes. Nor how you, when your woman-slave had borne 
a male child, then substituted this for yourself, and gave up 
your little daughter to her. 

3rd Wom. By the two goddesses, you certainly shall not 
get off with impunity for saying this ! but I will twitch out 
your hairs.' 

Mnes. You shall not touch me, by Jove ! 

3rd Wom. Well now, see ! 

IMnes. Well now, see ! 

3rd Wom. Take my cloak, Philista ! [^Strips off her cloak.] 

Mnes. Only put 7/our hand upon me, and, by Diana, I 
will 

3rd Wom. What will you do ? 

Mnes. I'll make you evacuate this sesame-cake^ which yoi: 
have devoured ! 

Cho< Cease railing at one another ; for some woman '" ig 

• Comp. Aves, 1530. ' See Acharn. 146. 

' Conip. Pax, 1151. Vesp. 363. ' Comp. Hor. Sat. i. 1, 9Ji. 

^ See Liddell's Lex. in voc. /talvoftai. 

' See note on vs. 499, supra. 

' For the construction, cf. Plut. 899. 

' "Aristophanes says at ttokccSsq after the similitutie of at irXona- 
Sic." Fritzsehe. Cf. Lys. 448. 

' Eupolis ap. Athen. xiv. p. 646, F., 

off -^apLTuiV fJikV O^Et, 

Ka\\afiiSa^ ok ^aivei^ 

fiiiXa Sk Xpi/xiTTETat. 
Xiciiv is the second aorist infinitive. The future would bex""'<'^at 
Cf. I^s. 440. 

'" The woman turns out to be Clisthenes, who is so often ridiciU d 
for his effeminacy. 
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rminlnp; towtirds us in haste. Therefore, before she is near,' 
.^ ye') silent, in order that we may hear decorously what' sli'e 
IS going to say. \^Eiiter Clisthenes.'] 

Clisth. O women dear, yc kindred' of my disposition, I 
show' by my cheeks that I am a friend to you; for I am 
womari-mad, and am always your patron.'' And now''' having 
heard an important matter about you, which was canvassed °, 
little btfore' in the market-place, I have come to tell it and 
announce it to you, in oi-der that you may see and take care, 
lost a ten-ible and important affair come suddenly upon you 
cm your guard. 

Cho. What is it, boy ? for 'tis natural to call you boy," as 
long as you have your cheeks thus smooth. 

Clisth. They say that Euripides has sent' a man up hither 
to-day his own father-in-law, an old man. 

Cho. For what deed ? for the purpose of what design ? 

Cltsth. In order that he might ije a spy upon your words, 
whatever you deliberated and purposed to do. 

Cho. Why, how was a man among women without being 
detected ? 

Clisth. Euripides singed and depiIlate(J him, and dressed 
him up like a woman in all other respects. 

Mnes. Do you believe him in this ? What man is so foolish, 

' "avri Toi tyyiif Trapa roTf "Arj-iKoTe." Sclioliast, Cf. Aristophanes' 
Triphales, Fragm. i. Soph. Phil. 1218. 
' See notes on Nub. 1148. Eccles. 1126. 

* " %Tice\\en\\y V ois, Seelenanverwandte mir." Fritzsche. 

* Thuc. i. 93, Kai SriXri »; oiKoSofiia in Kai vvv iariv on Kara awcvlriv 
iyivtTo. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 4, obs. 8. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 
467. Hermann, vig. n. 69. Liddell's Lex. voc. liKaiog, C. Comp. 
Eur. Andr. 59, seq. 

' For the construction, cf. Demosth. Cor. p. 82, ical aii irpovUveiQ 
avTwv. 

" "The particles xal vvv denote that a common occurrence, and 
cne that usually happens, now takes place again. See Eur. Helen. 
408, 736." Fritzsche. 

' " Hermann makes no doubt but bXiyif n may be correctly used 
for bXiyif rivt, or oXiyV Ttf). The correctness of Hermann's judgment 
is shown by Herod, viii. 95, Kai 6\iytfTi vpoTipov tovt'imv." Fritzsche. 
firi Kai ^=- ne forte = doss nicht ettta. Cf. jEsch. Suppl. 399. 

" Comp. Vesp. 1297. Eur. Androm. 56, 64. 

* The eeo/io^optov stood on an elevated situation near the Arro- 

"""^ 'i , 2 
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as to bear ' to have his hairs plucked out ? I don't believe it, 
O ye highly-honoured goddesses ! 

Clisth. You talk foolishly ; for I would not have come to 
report it, if I had not heard this from those who clearly khew. 

Cho. This affair is a dreadful one which is announced.* 
Come, women, we ought not to be idle, but to look out f()r the 
man, and search where he has secretly taken his seilit un- 
known to us. And do you, \turning to Clisthenes','] our 
patron, help to find him out ! so that you may have 'thanks 
for this as well as for that.^ ? 

Clisth. Come, let me see ! [ Turning to one of the 
women.'\ First, who are you ? 

Mnes. (aside). Whither can one* turn? 

Clisth. For you must be examined. 

Mnes. (aside). Me miserable I 

4th Woman; Did you ask me,^ who I am? Th6 wife of 
Cleonymus. 

Clisth. Do you know who this woman is ? 

Cho. Oh yes, we know her ! But examine the others. 

Clisth. But who, pray, is this who has the child ? 

4th Wom. My nurse, by Jupiter ! 

Mnes. (aside). I am^ undone . \_Attempts to slip away.j 

Clisth. (turning to Mnesilochus). Hollo you ! whither are 
you turning? Stay here ! What's your ailment?' 

Mnes. Permit me to make water. 

* Fritzsche retains rivtixiro, the reading of the old copies, trans- 
lating, "qui sibi pilos evelli sinebat, (ut quidem ait Clisthenes)." 
" Fritzsche is mistaken, for in this case Mnesilochus would be ask- 
ing who the person was, who, as Clisthenes said, suffered his hairs 
to be pulled out; which does not suit this passage." Enger. Cf. 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 13, obs. 10. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 292. 

* Acbarn. 135, crtpof a.\a%iiiv ovTog liaKripvTTCTai. See Kriiger, 
Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 7. Cf. Plat. Protag. p. 318, B. Phjedon, p. 61, 
C. jEsch. Prom. V. 251. Eur. Ion, 1281. Xenoph. Mem. ii. 6, 34. 
Horn. II. X'. 611. Od. i. 348, and vss. 700, 702, infra. Lys. 748, 1022 
Vest). 1377. Ach. 829. Horn. II. xiii. 612, 650. 

' Du hilf ihn selbst mit suchen, dass du diesen Ruhm 
Zu jenem dir, du unser Beschiitzer, hinzu verdienst." Droyseii. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 3. Hermann, Vig. n. IM 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 440 ; and cf. note on Aves, 847. 

' 2lir. Helen. 414, ovo/ia !k x^pae, ilTie v^i Kni \faic, oiiK olSa. Se« 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, obs. 2. 

Peril! sive interii!" Fritzsche, 
' Quidnam tibi subito malt accidie > " Fritzsche, 
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Cusxn. You're a shameless' creature. Do you then'' cU 
so ! for I will wait here.^ 

Cho. Pray do wait, and watch her carefully too ! for her 
alone, sir, we don't know. 

Clisth. You're a long time'' making water. 

jMnes. Yes, by Jove, my good friend ; for I suiFer from 
strangury : I ate some nasturtium yesterday. 

Clisth. Why do you chatter^ about nasturtium ? Will 
you not come hither to me ? \_Drags him away from tlif 
(•i>rner.'\ 

JInes. Wliy, pray, do you drag me when I am ill ? 

Clisth. Tell me, who's your husband ? 

Mnes. Do you inquire about'' my husband? Do you know 
What's his name, of the burgh of Cothocidte?' 

Clisth. What's his name ! W^hat sort of a person ? 

MxES. There is a What's his name, who once What 

d'ye call 'em, the son of What's his name 

Cltsth. You appear to me to be talking nonsense. Have 
you ever* come up hither before? 

MsES. Yes, by Jove, every '•* year ! 

Clisth. And who is your messmate ? '" 

Mnes. Mine is What's her name. Ah me, miserable ! 

Clisth. You say nothing to the purpose." 

5th Wom. {to Clisthenes). Go away! for I will'^ examine 
her properly by the rites of last year. And do you stand 

' See note on Aves, 924. 

^ " The words S' ovv joined to an imperative are concessive : ' Tu 
i^tur fac sane.' Cf. Vesp. 6, 764. Ach. 186. Lys. 491. jEsch. Prom. 
9.35. Bum. 226." Fritzsche. Comp. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. { 69, 52, obs. 3. 

3 " Warten werd' Ich hier so lang." Droysm. 

* Comp Vesp. 940. 

' This is a comic word, formed in derision of the preceding rap- 

iafia. Thus Vesp. 652, arap u narip riptTipt Kpovilti Phil. 

T-avaai Ka: iiii iraTtptZi. Comp. note on Pax, 1072. 

« " Accusati'.Tis de quo." See Mus. Crit. i. p. 532. Cf. vs. 1217, 
infra. 

' Of the tribe CEneis, to which the orator jEschines belonged. 
See Hermann, Vig. n. 24. 

* See note on Aves, 869. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 13, obs. IS. 

'" •' Deine Zeltgenossin." Drm/sen. " It appears very evident 
that the ThesmophoriazusK pitched tents in front of the tempm, v, 
that several women dwelt together in the same tent." Fritzsche 

" See Hermann, Vig. n. 13, 189. " Comp. Ach. 110. 
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away, that you may not hear, as you are a man. \_Clisthenes 
retires to one sirfe.] Do you tell me, what one of the rites' 
used to be first exhibited to us. 

Mnes. Come, let me see ! Nay,^ what was the first ? — We 
ttrank. 

5tii "Wom. What was the next after this ? 

Mnes. We drank each other's health. 

5th Wom. This you heard from some one. What, then, 
was the third ? 

Mnes. Xenylla asked for a night-stool ; for there was no 
chamber-pot.* 

oTH Wom. You say nothing to the purpose. Come hither, 
liither, Clisthenes ! This is the man whom you speak of. 

Clisth. What then shall I do ? 

5th Wom. Strip him ; for he says nothing that is right. 

Mnes. And will you then* strip the mother of nine 
children ? 

Ci-iSTH. Unloose your girdle quickly, you shameless crea- 
ture ! 

Sth Wom. How very stout and strong she appears ! and, 
by Jove, too, she has no breasts, as we have. 

Mnes. For I am barren, and have never been pregnant.' 

5th Wo^r. Now ; but you were the mother of nine chil- 
dren a while ago.* 

Clisth. Stand upright ! Whither are you thrusting down 
your hand ? 

5th Wom. See there, it peeped out ! and very fresh-coloured 
it is, you I'ogue. 

Clisth. Why, where is it ? 

5th Wom. It's gone again to the front. \^Clisthe?ies goes 
in front of Mnesilochus.^ 

Clisth. It is not here.** 

' Comp. Vesp. 83]i Lobeck, Aglaoph. i. p. 54. 

» Cf. Nub. 787. Hermann, Vig. n. 339. " The Ravenna Scho- 
liast remarks that the women are again upbraided with vitwlence." 
Fritzsche. 

' Eupolis, (ap. Atben. i. p. 17, E.,) liiv, rig eliriv afi,Sa, ttoI, irpcu- 
rof iiiTa^v Trlviav; Epicrates, (ap. Athen. vi. p. 262, D.,) ri yap lx6io* 
ri, jrai, irdl KoXfiaBai Trapd ttotov, rj Trjv afiiSa ipkguv ; Comp. Plaut. 
Mostell. ii. 1, 39. 

* See Hermann, Vig. n. 239. ' See note on Lys. 1023. 

• Su IvniTTfvOfvl and ryliSi, Metagenes ap. Athen. vl. p. 2(i9, V 
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OTH WoM. Nay, but' it has come hither again. 

Clisth. You've a kind of an isthmus,'^ fellow ; you're worse 
than the Corinthians. 

oTH WoM. Oh the abominable fellow!' On this account < 
then he reviled us in defence of Euripides. 

Mnes. Me miserable ! in what troubles have I involved 
myself ! 

OTH WoM. Come now, what shall we do ? 

Clisth. Guard him properly, so that he shall not escape ; 
and I'll report these to the Prytanes. \_Exit Clisthenes.'] 

Cho. Then we ought now after this'' to kindle our torches 
and gird ourselves up well and manfully, and strip off' our 
garments and search, if perchance some other man too has 
entered, and to run round the whole Thesmophprium'' and 
the tents, and to examine closely the passages. Come then," 
first of all we ought to rouse a nimble loot and look about in 
every direction in silence. Only we must not" loiter, since 
the time admits no further delay,'" but we ought now first" 

rj/j'^f^i, Aves, IS. vui'fifi'i, il)id. 448. ra«n)j'^i, ibid. 1364. Tovrovfiivi, 
Ran. 96.3. TovT(,Si, PKit. 227. Cf. Aves, 644. Equit. 1357. I.ys. 
1274. Eccles. 989. Phit. 1033. Ran. 611, 745, 752. Lobeck, Phryn. 
p. 414. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 25, 6, obs. 7. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 196. 

' iidWi =^ minime, immo . Cf. Aves, 110. Ran. 103, 611, 751, 

745. Ach. 458. 

' See Herod, vii. 24. " Du hast 'ne Art von Isthmos." Droysen. 

' Cf. Vesp. 900. •* For tovt' apo, cf. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 130. 

' " Reisig has well observed that /iiTd ravra is said generally in 
reference to sequence of time, and not in reference to one specific 
event ; while liird tovto designates that circumstance only which 
has just preceded, fieri Tavra either simply =j)ostea, or denotes 
that several items have preceded." Fritzsche. 

' As was usual for the chorus before it commenced its dance and 
song. Cf. Lys. 662, 686. Acharn. 627. Pax, 729. Vesp. 408. Plato, 
Menex. p. 381, ti fis KtKevois cnruSvvra 6p\riaaa6ai. 

' " The Theamophorium might rightly be called the Pnyx; for in 
the temple, as though it were the Pnyx, was held the Assembly 
concerning Euripides. Therefore the words Tqv irvKva iraaav, &c. 
will mean Thcsmophorium totum et icntoria huic templo vicina, which 
the women used to pitch on those festival days." Fritzsche. So also 
Enger. » Comp. Lys. 1303. 

' " Doch insonderheit man muss ziigern nicht.'' Droysen. 

'' In Plut. 255 the construction is somewhat different : wj 6 Kaipo; 
oi'x« jiiXkHv. For the negative, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 7, obs. 1 . 

" See Liddell's Lex. voc. irpioroQ, ii. 3. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 43, .', 
ol'i. 9. § 46, 3, obs. 2. Hermann, Vig. n. 10. Matthiii, § 425, and 
p. 487. Jelf, (j 558. 1 "But Tr)v tt'-wtii" Tpixnt"= rr/v Trpiiji/* 
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to run as quickly as possible round about Come then, search, 
and quickly investigate all parts, if any other, again, is se- 
'^retly sitting in these places.' Cast your eye round in every 
direction, and properly examine all parts, in this direction, 
and in that. For if he be detected^ after having done unholy 
deeds, he shall suffer punisliment, and in addition to this shall 
be an example^ to all the others of insolence and unjust deeds 
and ungodly manners ; and he shall say that there are evi- 
dently gods ; and he shall be forthwith a witness to alH men 
to honour the gods, and that they justly pursuing what is 
pious, and devising what is lawful, should do what is right. 
And if they do not do so, the following shall happen to them : 
when any of them is detected acting profanely, burning with 
madness, mad with frenzy, if he do any thing,' he shall be a 
conspicuous warning to all women and mortals'' to behold, 
that the god punishes what is unlawful and unholy, and it is 
done immediately. But it seems that pretty nigh all parts 
have been properly examined by us : at any rate we don't 
now see any other man sitting among us. \_Mnesilochus 
snatches a child from the arms of one of the women."] 

ddov Tpkx^tv. Sed prima quaque via currere oportet^ quam celerrime dr.' 
cumcirca." Fritzsche. 

' " Ob ein andrer heimlich hier noch auf der Lauer miige sein." 
Droysen. For the construction, see vs. 600, mpra. 

' " Denn ertappen wir ihn bei so frevelndem Thun." Droysen. 
*' dvoaia 5pav, h. 1. is nothing more than in Thesmophorium pene- 
trare.** Buffer. 

^ " Ein warnendes Beispiel." Droysen.' 
* " Wird Zengniss sein 

Dass der Oottlieit Jeder Ehrfurcht zollen muss, 

Dass fromm jeglicher scheun muss, 
Was das Gesetz heiliget, sinnen nur muss zii thun, 
Wie es sich wohl geziemt." Droysen. 
' The antistvophe and grammatical construction show that the 
words liKaiug t i^sjrovTag are corrupt." Enger. The translation 
in the text is that proposed by Brunck, Portus, and Reisig ; though, 
as Fritzsche properly observes, oaia xai voynixa are naturally con- 
nected together. See note on Pint. 287- 

' "The words ti rt dpt^ri are corrupt, as the metre and sense 
show." Enger. For ri, any thing bad, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 440. 
° "When there ought to have been vaatv yvvat^t icni avSpaai 
Aristophane?, for the sake of a jest, makes a strange opposition, aa 
if women were not to bp reckoned in tho number of mortals " 
Fritzsche. 
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6rH VVoM. Ah ! Whither are you flying ? Ho you ! Ho 
you ! will you not stay ? Me miserable ! miserable ! And 
hs is gone, having snatched away my child from my breast. 

Mnf.s. Bawl ' away ; but this you shall never feed with 
morsels, unless you let me go ; but here at the altars^ being 
.struck with this sword upon its bloody veins, it shall stain the 
altar with blood. 

6th Wosr. Oh me miserable ! Will you not succour me, 
women? Will you not raise a mighty and rout-causing^ 
shout, but suffer me to be deprived of my only child? 

Cho. Ha ! ha ! venerable Fates, what new portent,'' 
again, is this which I behold ? How all then '' are deeds ot 
audacity and shamelessness ! What a deed is this, again, 
which he has done ! what a deed, again, my friends ! 

Mnes. How I'U knock your excessive arrogance out of you ! 

Cho. Are not these, pray, shameful deeds and more'' than 
that ? 

6th Wom. Shameful certainly, if one' has snatched away 
my child. 

Cho. What then can one say to this, when this man ia 
shameless enough to do* such things ? 

' "The forms dvuxOt, KiKpaxBi, are well known." Fritzsche. Cf 
Vesp. 198, 415. 

2 " rtSv ^(Ofiwv, d-KO row rd firipia lirdvto diroKtiaOai." Scholiast. 
"The Ravenna Scholiast rightly explains it, ini twv /3w^wv, whicli, 
however, would have been better expressed liri tov ISufioii." Fritzsche. 
Tliose who retain the old interpretation ought at least to be pre- 
pared with examples of vXriaauv eiri fitjpiuv. 

' " All the interpreters, except Bothe alone, ridiculously take 
'poirdlov as a avhatantive. Whereas ttoXA^v §oriv xai Tpoiraiov mean 
mafjnuTti clamorem afgue efiismodi, qui alterum in fugam conjiciat.'* 
Fritzsche. Cf. Equit. 246. " Bothe rightly perceived that Tpoirmvp 
was an adjective^ clamorem^ gtw in fugam convertatur Mnesilochus." 
Enger. I could have wished that one of these scholars had given us 
a similar example of rpoTraloc being used of two terminations. 

■* See note on vs. 597, supra. 

^ " Particula apa crebro significat, communem esse sententiam 
et in proverbium abiisse." Fritzsche. 

' Comp. Aves, 1500. 

' See Aves, 1350. Lys. 118. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 13, obs. 11. 
Bernhardy, Wissenschaft. Synt. p. 291, 292, and for f'x" tlapTriTTj, 
see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 3, obs. 6, and cf. Eccles. 355, 957. Aves, 852. 
• "Wennder 

So schaamlos ist, dergleichen zu thun" Droysen. 

Comp. I'lato, Crit. p. 53. C. 
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Mnes. Aud, be assured, 1 have not done yet. 

6th Wom. But certainly* you have come whence you 
have come;''' and you shall not say^ after having easily 
escaped, what a deed you have done, and got off ; but shall 
receive punishment. 

Mnes. May this, however, by no means take place, I pray 
God! 

Cho. "Who then, who of the immortal gods, would come as 
your helper,* with your unjust^ deeds ? 

Mnes. You talk in vain : her ^ I will not let go. 

Oho. But, by the two goddesses, perhaps you will not ' in- 
sult us with impunity, and speak unholy words. For we will 
requite you f'or these with ungodly deeds,' as is reasonable : 
iind perhaps some fortune, having cast^ you into an evil of a 
different kind, will restrain you. But [^turning to Mica]_ you 
ought to take these '" women-slaves, and bring out some wood, 

' " Dock gewiss," Kruger. 

^ '^ Unde guidem veneris, nescio,*^ Bentley, So Soph. Col. 273, (Ko//»jr 
iV iKo/ii/i'. Polycrates ap. Athen. viii. p. S3S, D , iypa-i/iv, daa' 
typa^l/'' iy(i yap oiic nlSa. C'omp. Eur. Orest. 78. Hec. 873. Med. 89i, 
1018. jEsch. Agam. 67, 1297. Soph. Colon. 376. Rex, 1376. Arist. 
Equit. .333. Acharn. 560. Hermann, Vig. n. 30. Reisig, Com. 
Crit.. in Soph. Colon, p. 235. The alhision may, however, be to the 
proverb aXuv 0oproc IvOiv f/XBiv, ivd' f^jj, said of persons who lose 
what they have acquired. " In this passage the sense requires 
aW ouv i]KSig, ol y' T^KCtc, pervenies, quo pervenies, i. c. noh tibi dicere, 
in qua mala incides. ^sch. Cho. 778, fisXtt ^lolnv, utrjrjp av jiiXy 
Tripi." Hermann. 

" See note on Equit. 722. But the present example is not pre- 
cisely similar. 

' Comp. Eur. Hippol. 673. 

* " Cum tuis injtcstis factis, i. e. in tanta facinoruin tuorum injustitiu. 
Compare tiv iXivQipq. TrarpiSi, supra, vs. 102." Fritzsche. 

' Comp. Eur. Hec. 400. 

' See note on Plut. 551. 

' " It is impious and wicked to violate him who has fled for 
dfuge to the altar." Bergler. " icaS^rai tTri /3iu/xo5 iig iKCTivutii." 
Scholiast. Enger and Hermann read dvoaiovg iv dOsois fpyotf. b«; 
ydp dvTa}iif<^6^ia9a k. t, \. 

' " Aliqua te fortuna in contraria mala conjectum. forsitan reprimet." 
Fritzsche. The usual interpretation is, " Having changed to an evil," 
&c. But there are strong grammatical reasons in favour of the 
other method. See note on Nub. 689. For ra^a in the sense oi 
perhaps with an indicative, see Plato, Phsedr. p. 256, C. 

'" " It is evident that raaSi means iervas, and not /a<es, as Fritzsche 
thoufflit- V^ide nos iu Mus Rhen. I'hilolog. ii p. lii." Enger. 
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and burn the villain to ashes, and destroy him with fire as 
soon as possible 

6th Wom. Let us gc to fetch the brushwocd, Mania.' And 
I'll make you [addressing Mnesilochus'j to-day a hot coal. 

Mnes. Set on fire and burn ! But do you [addressing the 
child^ quickly strip off your Cretan^ garment ; and blaniu 
your mother alone of women for your death, child. [Strips 
the child, whereupon it turns out to be a wine-skin dressed up 
like an infant.^ What's this ? The girl has become a wine- 
skin* full of wine, and that too with Persian slippers. O ye 
most thirsty'' women, O most bibacious,^ and contriving by 
every device to tipple, O great^ blessing to publicans, but to 
us, on the contrary, a pest ; and a pest also to the furniture ' 
and to the woof ! * 

6th. Wom. {returning with a bundle of brushwood). Heap 
up beside him abundant brushwood, Mania. 

Mnes. Yes, heap it up ! But do you answer me this ques- 
tion : do you say you bore this child ? 

Gth Wom. Yes, and carried it ten^ months. 

Mnes. Did you carry it ? 

' The common name for a woman-servant, as Manes was for a 
man-servant. Cf. Ran. 1344. For tri in this sense, see Kriiger, 
Gr. Gr. § 68, 42, obs. 2. 

' "Kpqrucoj': Hesychius 'ifiaTiSiov \ewTbv xai jSpayv. to. yap TOi- 
avTa KptiTtKa IXcyov. Cf. Phot. p. 178, 17. Eadem fuisse vestis, 
qu& apud Athenienses rex sacrorum utebatur teste PoUuce vii. 77 
Meinekio (Com. Frag. ii. p. 560) videtur; diversam fuisse Fritzschius 
statuit." Enger. 

' Compare Shakspeare, King Henry IV., part i. act v. se. 3, 
where Prince Henry, on drawing out of Falstaff 's pistol-case what 
he thinks is a pistol, finds it to be a bottle of sack ! Compare also 
Plautus, Aulul. ii. 66. This being the vriariia, it ought to have been 
a day of strict abstinence. 

• " Ihr giirgelheissen Weiber." Droysen. 

' A comic superlative, like KXe-TrriaTaToi', Ach. 425. avToTnrof;, 
Plut. 83. irpoTtpaiTipos, Equit. 1165. So also Sophron (ap. Mus. 
Crit. ii. p. 352) uses wpojSarwrepoc, more sheepish. Cf. Pax, 662. 

• "O ihr der Kneipen grosser Segen, grosser Fluch 

Fiir uns und Fluch fiir Hausgerath und Webestuhl ! " Droysen. 

' ** (iiravTa yao 'ivsKa tov iTLiiv ktii-)^vpa tW^tui ku'l ■jrnrpdtiKf.Tai. 

Scholiast 

' " For drunken women don't weave." Enger. 

• Menander, nXoKtoj/, Frag, iii., yyvi] kvCi SsKdfit]voQ. Cf. Terence, 
Adelph. iii. 4, 30. Plautus, Cistell. i. 3, 16. For r>tyicov, see Kriiger, 
Gr Gr. i 40, p. 185. Bekk. Anecdot. i. p. 98, 12. 
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6tii Wom. Yea, by Diana I 

Mnks. Holding three Cotylae, or how ? tell mo ! l^xposet 
the wine-skin to view.^ 

6tii Wom. What have you done to me ? You have stripped 
my child, you shameless fellow, being so little. 

Mnks. So little ? 

6tii Wom. Yes, by Jove, little I 

Mnes. How many years old is it? three Choas,' or four? 

6th Wom. About so much,- and as long as since the Dio- 
nysia. But restore it. 

Mnes. No, by this' Apollo ! 

6th Wom. Then we'll set fire to you. 

Mnes. Set fire by all means ; but this shall be slaughtered 
fortliwith. 

6th Wom. Nay, do not, I beseech you ; but do to me what 
you please instead'* of it. 

Mnes. You are very fond of your children by nature:' 
but this shall be slaughtered none the less.^ 

9th Wom. Alas, my child ! Give me a bowl,'^ Mania ; so 
that certainly I may at least catch the blood of my child. 

Mnes. Hold it under, for I will gratify you in this one 
thing. [^Drinks up the wine-skin himself.^ 

6th Wom. May you perish miserably ! How grudging and 
malevolent you are ! 

' As if its age were reckoned by so many Pitcher-feasts instead of 
years, as the Romans dated their wine from such and such consul- 
ships. According to the Scholiast x^^C is a comic substitute for 
years, as if he had asked,: " How many gallons old is it? — Three, or 
four?" Certainly the former interpretation destroys all the jest of 
the passage. 

' " Almost so, and as much time as hath passed 
From the late Dionysiac festival." Wheelwright. 
" So grad', und die Zeit von den Dionysien her dazu." Droysen. 

' " He points to the statue of Apollo which stood upon the stage. 
Qee Meineke on Menander, p. 256. Lobeck, Aglaoph. p. 256." 
Enger. Comp. Vesp. 869. Menander, Frag, ccxii. ed. Didot. 

* "Thue mir an, was du lillst, statt dieser Kleinen." Droysen. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 4'6, 4, obs. 1, and for rig, see note on 
Aves, 924. 

' Comp. Thucyd. i. 8, i. 74, i. 82. jEsch. Cho. 708. Kriiger, Gr 
Gr. § 67, i. obs. 3. The opposite is ovUv fiaWov. 

' ** Td ayyeiov, sis o -rd aXfia Tvav atpa'Qofx.iviovitpiiMV St\ovrat.'* Photvts, 
'* Ut, quoniam vivam non possum recipere, eerie g-tidem sangmner^ e*/^ 
recipiam." Enqer. Comp. Lys. 205. 
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Mnes. ijioldiiig up the empty luine-skin). This hide' be- 
longs to the priestess. 

6th Wom. What belongs to the priestess ? 

Mnes. (tossing her the empty wine-skin). Take it ! 

Tth Wom. Most wretched Mica, who has robbed you of 
your daughter? who has taken away your beloved cliilil ? ^ 

6th Wom. This villain ! But since you are present, giiun) 
him, in order that I may take Clisthenes and tell to the I'l^- 
tanes ■• what this man has done. \_Exit 6th woman.] 

Mnes. Come now, what shall be my contrivance for safety? 
what my attempt? what my device? For he who is the 
author of this, and who h.is involved^ me in such troubles, 
does not yet appear. Come, what messenger can I send to 
him ? Now I know a contrivance out of his Palamedes : * 
I'll write upon the oars and throw them out, as that well- 
known'' character did. But the' oars are not at hand. 
Whence therefore can it be possible for me to get oars 5 

' " It is agreed on all hands that the remainders of the victims, 1 
mean the skins and feet, belonged to the priests." Friizsche. " In 
the next verse he throws the woman the wine-skin, as if she were 
the priest." Enger. 

^ " Aristophanes plays upon the ambiguity of the word : Quis te 
devirglnabit* for Quis tibi puellam tuam ademitf" Brunck. So also 
Fritzsche, Enger, and Hermann. See his Opusc. iii. p. 328. 

' This verse is bracketed by Dindorf as spurious, more especially 
on account of the non-Attic form 6?7;p)}ffaro. See Lobeck, Phryn. 
p. 718. 

' Of course she does not go to the Prytanes ; but this is a mere 
excuse for leaving the stage. In fact, the person who here person- 
ates Mica, will shortly have to reappear as Euripides. So she takes 
this opportunity of changing her dress. 

' For similar constructions of the participle, cf. Equit. 310, 759, 
823, 1188. Lys. 1142. 

' " The Palamedes of Euripides belonged to the tetralogy of the 
Troades, and was brought on the stage b. c. 414 — not 415, as jElian 
would lead us to believe." Droysen. " It was brought on the stage 
01. 91, 1. Sophocles and .flEschylus also wrote plays under this 
name." Fritzsche. This date is also given by Clinton. 

' CEax, brother of Palamedes. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 
7. " Euripides in his Palamedes had represented (Eax inscribuig 
the death of Palamedes on a great number of oara, expecting that 
rae at least out of so many oars would reach the shores of Euba;a 
and inform Nauplius of the death of his son." Fritzsche. 

' " Brunck wonders at the article. Mnesilochus means those 
oars which were used in the Palamedes of Euripides, or such ai 
those." Friizsche. 
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whence?' But what if^ I were to write on these hero images 
instead of the oars, and throw them about ? Much better ! 
Certainly indeed ' both these are wood and those were wood. 
O hands of mine, you must take in hand a practicable^ deed J 
Come now, you plates of polished tablets, receive the traces 
of the graver, messengers of my miseries. Ah mc, this Bho 
is a miserable* one ! through what a furrow it goes, it goes ! 
Go ye, hasten through all roads, that way, this way ! You 
ought speedily. [_.Exit MnesilochusJ\ '• 

Parabasis. 

Cho. Let us then praise ourselves in our parabasis.' And 
yet every one says many ill things of the race of women, that 
we are an utter evil" to men, and that all evils spring from us, 
strifes, quarrels, sedition, painful grief, and war. Come now, 
if" we are an evil, why^ do you marry us, if indeed we are really 

' For this repetition of the interrogative, cf. vss. 292, 715, supra. 
Ran. 120. 1399. Equit. 82. Nub. 79. Theocr. xxvii. 38. Bernhardv, 
W. S. p. 443. 

" £upolis, Autolyc. p. 97, tI 5^-' av el fir/ to (jKa<piov aiiry trapiiv ; 
Cf. Nub. 154. Eur. Helen. 1043. A similar act of impiety is related 
of Diagoras the Melian. Being in want of firewood, he broke up a 
statue of Hercules for that purpose. " Mnesilochus inscribes his 
misfortune upon the busts and statues of the gods, of which there 
were several in the Thesmophoriiim, and throws them forth, so that 
he might send Euripides letters worthy of Euripides." Fritzsche. 
■'Aristophanes is here ridiculing some verse of Euripides." Enger. 
" Wie, wenn Ich die Gotterbilder an der Ruder Statt 
Beschrieben iiber Bord mir wiirfe ? ja es geht ! 
Sind Holz doch diese, und jene desgleichen waren Holz." Droysen. 

" See Herm. Vig. n. 297. Cf. Hor. A. P. 399. Herod, vii. 239. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. " He means such a deed as may 
show him a vopog, i. e. a way of safety." Fritzsche. Enger also re- 
cognises in this word a play upon Tropov, vs. 769. The same may 
be observed of xflpff and iyxtipt^v. 

^ In uoxBnpby there is a play on the preceding fioxBuv. Fritzsche 
thinks his writing consisted of these words, EvpnriSri, X'i'pEi, X'^P^'- 

* " Mnesilochus is removed from sight by the machine, and then 
the parabasis begins." Fritzsche. 

' " Nos igitur nosmet ipsas in hoc pardbasi laudabimits." Fritzsche. 

' A favourite epithet with Euripides. See Hippol. 616, 625, 628. 

» Ct. Equit. 1132. Plut. 586. Eccles. 95, 219. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. $ 
54, 12, obs. 8. Otto on Cicer. De Finibits, i. 3. " But this is not n 
double protasis, but a repetition of nearly the same words. What 
she says is this ; * Si malum sumus^ cur ducifis ??^5, hoc malum uxores 
tl i7iterdicitis ne exeamusf^ " Enger. 
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an evil, and forbid ani/ of us either to go out, or to be caught 
peeping out,' but wish to guard the evil with so great dili- 
gence? And if the wife should go out any whither, and you 
then should discover her to be out of doors, you rage with 
madness, who ought to offer libations and rejoice, if indeed 
you really find the evil to be gone away from the house, ami 
do not find it at home. And if we sleep in other people's 
houses, when we play^ and are tired, every one searches foi' 
this evil, going round about the beds. And if we peep out^ ot 
a window, he seeks to get a sight of the evil. And if she retire 
again, being ashamed, so much the more does every one desire 
to see* the evil peep out again. So manifestly are we much 
better than you. And a test is at hand to see.'' Let us make 
trial, which of the two are worse. For we say that you are ; 
but you say that we are. Let us consider now, and compare 
each with each, placing each name* side by side, both the 
woman's and the man's. Charminus'' is inferior to Nausi- 
mache : his deeds are manifest. And in truth also Cleophon " 
is, I ween, by all means inferior to Salabaceho. And none of 
you even attempts to contend with Aristomache for a long 
time,' that notable one at Marathon, and with Stratonice. 

' Comp. Eccles. 1052. For the negative after verbs oi forbidding 
&c., see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 12, obs. 3. , . , , , 

» " naiZfiv is commonly said of a festival, which is celebrated 
with dances and other sports. Therefore this is the meaning of the 
Chorus : At si domi aliente obdormiverimus diem agentes festum lusuque 
fatigata, unusquisgue hoc vmlum (uxorem) gtusrit, lectos circumiens.' 
Fritztche. ^ Comp. Pax, 982. 

♦ Brunck translates this in a very strange manner, as if ro Kaxov 
depended on iiriOvnei, and ISt'iv were an exegetical infinitive. 

» ./Esch. Pers. 419, Oakaaaa S' ovkit »)v iMv. Cf. Eupolis ap. 
Athen. xiv. p. 638, E. Plut. 489. Dobree and Boissonade on Plut. 
48. Kniger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 8. _ _ 

* Fritzsche and Hermann read tovvo/i cKairrov. 

» He had been admiral Ol. 92, 1, and defeated by Astyochus 
with the loss of six triremes. See Thucyd. viii. 41, 42. He is men- 
tioned again, ibid. viii. 73. Hence the women argue he is inferior 
to Nausimache, (.vais, uaxofiai,) a noted strumpet. Her name is se- 
lected on account of the notion expressed by it. Salabaceho (Jiquit. 
-es) was of the same profession as Nausimache. The other nanies, 
Aristomache, (aptirroc, ,iaxi,) Stratonice, (ffrparoc, vUr,,) Eubule, {iv, 
BovKfi ) are comic fictions, and stand for the td«as they express, viz. 
The battle of Marathon, The Victory of the Army, Good Counsel. 

• See Ran. 678. , . ,, 

• "^por.TToXX. referendum ad Apwro^axnv.non ad tyx^'P^'- ^^9"^ 
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But what senator of those of last year, who delivered up Iiis 
senatorial office ' to another, is superior to Eubule ? Not even 
he himself^ will say this. So much^ better do we profess 
to be than the men. Neither would a woman who lias stolen 
at the rate'' of fifty talents of the public money come into the 
city in a chariot ; but when she may have committed her 
greatest ' peculations, when she has stolen a bushel of wheat 
from lier husband, she restores them^ the same day. But 
we could point out many of these present who do this, and 
who are, in addition to this, more gluttonous than we, and 
footpads, and parasites,' and kidnappers. And in truth also 
they are, I ween, inferior to us in preserving* their patri- 
mony. For still even now our loom^ is safe, our weaving- 
beam, our baskets, and our parasol ; while the beam '" of many 
of these our husbands has perished from the house together 
with the head, and the parasol of many others has been cast 
i'rom their shoulders in their expeditions. We women" could 
j ustly and deservedly '^ bring many charges against the men : 

1 could have wished he had supported this use of ttoXXoO xP"""" by 
similai' examples. " Nemo vestrum a Jongo tempore conatur." Brunck. 

' This refers to the expulsion of the Senate (01. 92, 1) by the 400. 
See Thiicyd. viii. 69, 70. So all the commentators, except Enger, 
who says, "It is evident this is not the alhision. Muller (Hist. 
Greek Lit. ii. p. 246) is very probably right in referring it to the 
senators having been compelled to yield up the greater part of their 
powers to the rrobuli, (01. 91, 4,) as Thucydides testifies, viii. ]." 

° " Here some particular senator is pointed out witti tne finger." 
Ejiger. 

' A parody on Horn. II. iv. 405. 

* (Compare Vesp. 669, 716. The person alluded to is Pisander. 
See Aves, 1556. Lys. 490. Babylonians, Fr. viii. 

* " But when her greatest theft has been committed, 
A basketful of corn." Wheelwright. 
' " avT is auri, not avrb, and refers to to. fiiyiara." Fritzsche, 
So also Enger. 
' " Schmarotzer." Droysen. ' Comp. Lys. 488. 

• " Jugum textorium amongst the Greeks was avriov." Fritzsche 
Cf. Horn. II. xxiii. 762. 

'" Meaning the shaft of the spear. So immediately after they say 
"parasol," meaning by that their shield. In this the Scholiast 
thinks he alludes more especially to CleonymUs A piipaaT-ig. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 8, obs. 3. Cf. Aves, 1581. Pax, 508, 
849, 1341. 

" " The poet himself teaches us that there is no difference be- 
tween iv SUy and diKaiws- Nub. 1379 1380. Ph. j •> rbv ii" iv lit* 



832-84P. THE THE8HUi'H0RIAZUS^. 497 

but ono most monstrous. For it were proper, if any of us 
bore a man serviceable to the state, a taxiarch or general, that 
she should receive some honour, and that precedence be given 
her at the Stenia and Scirophoria, and at the other festivals 
which ' we have been accustomed to keep. But if any wo- 
man bore a cowardly and worthless man, either a worthless 
trierarch or a bad pilot, that she should sit behind her who 
has borne the brave man, with her hair cut bowl-fashion.^ 
For how' is it equitable, O city, that the mother of Hyper- 
bolus ■• should sit near the mother of Lamachus,* clothed in 
white, and with loose flowing hair, and lend out money on 
usury ? To whom, if she were to lend out to any one, and 
exact usury, no man ought to give any interest, but they^ 
ought to take away her money by force, saying this, "In 
sooth you're deserving of interest, having borne such ' pro- 
duce." [^Re-enter Mnesilochus.'] 

Mnes. I've got a squint with looking for* him; but he 
does not yet 8 appear. What then can be the hinderance ? 
It must Tje that he is ashamed of his Palamedes '" because it is 

y av. Str. Kai irCig iiKaiuq ; These words when joined together 
mean, jure meritoque. Comp. iia Kivfje aWmg, Vesp. 929 ; ilxy pf- 
Siwg, Ran. 733, and many others, ap. Musgr. Hec. 489. Bergl. 
Vesp. 929." Fritzsche. So also Enger. 

' " Assimilation; usually, but very falsely and improperly, called 
attraction." Kr'uger. See his Grammar, § 51, 10. Cf. Plut. 1G44. 

^ ** (IdoQ Kovpag SovXiKijc." Scholiast. Hesycliius gives it to courte- 
sans. 

' Comp. Acharn. 700. For w iroXig, Fritzsche compares Acharn. 
27. Eupolis ap. Athen. x. p. 425, B. Soph. Rex, 629. 

« See note on Nub. 1065. Cf. Thuc. viii. 73. 

' This is the general so much ridiculed in the Achamians. As he 
was now dead, Aristophanes could afford to do him justice. He wag 
killed in the Sicilian expedition. See Thuc. vi. 103. 

• fij]biva tlvovrag. See note on Eccles. 680. 

' The play on the words tokoc and tIktu) is of course lost in the 
translation. 

• Plautus, Merueehm. v. 3, 6, "lumbi sedendo, oculi expectando 
dolent." Lucian, Lexiph. c. 3, iyu> Si aiWog (=tX\6c) y'.ysvriiiai 
« vcpiopHv. Cf. Ach. 15. 

• Ts vera nonduin adest^ viz. Euripides." Fritzsche, Comp. Vesp, 
!18. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 1, and note on Eccles. 275. 

'" " He means Euripides' play Palamedes, The sense is : Euripides 
nondum adest, quod eumfabula arcessivi, cujus ipsum nunc pudet, Itaque 
nlidfahuld jnihi est arcessendus,** Enger. For the date of this play, 
tee note on vs. 770. It formed part of a tetralogv consisting of the 

2 K 



498 THE THESMOPHORIAZUS^. 8<9— 8M 

frigid. "With what drama then can I draw ' him up ? I know 
it! I'll imitate his new^ Helen. At all events I have a 
woman's dress. 

7th Wom. What are you a^ain plotting ? or why do you 
look gaping about?' You shall soon see** a bitter Helen, if 
you will not be orderly, until some of the Prytanes come. 

Mnes. {as Helen). " These ^ are the streams of the Nile 
with beautiful nymphs, which, in place of rain^ from heaven, 
moistens the plain of white' Egypt, a people using black 
draughts."* 

7th Wom. You're a knave, by the torch-bearing' Hecate! 

Mnes. "Not'" inglorious is my native land, Sparta, and 
Tyndareus is my sire." 

7th Wom. Is he your father, you pest? Nay, rather, 
Phrynondas." 

Alexander, Palamedes, Troades, Sisyphus (satyvic drama). According 
to jElian (V. H. ii. 8) he was beaten on this occasion by Xenocles. 

' This is the technical word for drawing up with n windlass. 

' "The Scholiast and others understand this of the recent public- 
ation of his Helen, which was just out. Voss (who is followed by 
Fritzsche) refers it to the innovations made by Euripides upon the 
story of Helen. Tlie poet intended it to be understood in both these 
senses." Enger. 

'' See note on vs. 473, supra. * Cf. Aves, 1468. 

' This and the two following verses are taken from Eur. Hql. init. 

' See Bekker's Anecdot. i. p. 73, 24. Blomf. Agam. 1512. 

' In Euripides this last verse stands thus, \ivKrje rUKEiaric X'o*'"! 
vSpaivu yvag. Besides altering the words, Aristophanes has also 
altered the construction, making \tvKi'ig, which in Euripides is an 
epithet of ymvoQ, agree with AlyvTrrov, for the purpose of making 
the whole ridiculous; for Egypt is proverbially /ieXn/t^uXoc. 

' Das SchwarEklystiren-Volk." Droysen. "Herodotus (ii. 77) 
and innumerable other authorities teach us that the Egyptians 
made use of the syrmeea, a medical draught, as a purge. Herodotus 
states that the Egyptians purged themselves everj' month for three 
continuous days. Cf. jEsch. Suppl. 145, 700." Fritzsche. He ridi- 
cules the double interpretation given in Passow's Lexicon (copied 
into Liddell) most unmercifully, remarking; upon the absurdity of 
dressing the Egyptians in the avp/ia, (he might as well have given 
them the Roman toga,) a people whose dress (the KaXanpie) was 
notoriously white: avSpig Xivkuiv ek TTEwXiu^arwi/, .lEsch. Suppl. 701. 
" It is evident that the epithet black is applied to those bad humours 
from which they purggd their bodies." Enger. Cf. Pax, 1254. 

• Eur. Helen. 509, <J ^uxripop' 'EKarij, irBfiire <j)acriiar' diiivrj, Cf. 
note on Nub. 366. "> From Eur. Helen. 16, 17. 

" An infamous Athenian, pilose name has passed into a snonjm 
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Mnes. "And' I am called Helen." 

7th AVom. Are you again becoming a woman, btfore you've 
suSered punishment for your former acting the woman ?'■' 

Mnes. "And^ many men died on my account at the 
streams of the Scamander." 

7th Wom. And would ^ that you had died too. 

Mnjss. " And-'' I am here ; but my unhappy husband, my 
Menelaus, does not 3''et conic. Why then " do I still live ? " 

7th Woman. Through the laziness^ of the crows. 

Mnes. " But** something as it were cheers my heart. Do 
not cheat" me of my coming hope, O Jove ! " [^Enter Euri- 
vides attired OS MeneJans.'\ 

EuK. " Who has'" the rule over these fortified mansions, 
who" would receive strangers distressed with storm '^ and 
shipwreck on the open sea?" 

Mnes. " This '^ is the house of Proteus." 

EuK. " What Proteus ? " 

with every thing vile. See Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 311, 26, and p. 71, 
2.1. Compare Taylor on iEsch. Ctes. p. 632, 633, and Liddell's Lex. 
ill voc. ippvvaivSiwc. He is mentioned again in the Amphiaraus, 
Frami. X. 

' From Eur. Helen. 2'z- 

' " Bevor du deinc erste Weibelei gebiisst." Droysen. 

" Rightly the Schol. Rav. and Suidas, rije ywaiKuns lUfiriaiut 
For yvvatKittiv (vs. 268) is mulierem imitari atque mentiri." Fritzsche, 

' From Eur. Helen. 52, 53. Cf. ibid. 608, and Liddell's Lex. voc. 
^vxri, ii. 2. ' 

* See note on Nub. 41. ' From Eur. Helen. 49. 

• From Eur. Helen. 56. ' /. ib. 301. 

' " Tu quidem vivis corvorum inertium beneficio. The crows are lazy, 
who have not already torn you in pieces." Fritzsche. 

' He hears Euripides singing at a distance. For Sairtp rtc, 
comp. Vesp. 395, 713. Aves, 181, and ElmsL Acharn. 193. 

' A notable construction. See Person, Hec. 1174. Sch'afer acl 
Greg. Cor. p. 15. For »/ iirwvaa, see Porson, Phoen. 1651, 

'» From Eur. Helen. 68. 

" " This and the following verse are not found in Euripides, but 
are taken from some lost play of his." Enger. " Brunck badly con- 
jectures Of &v Sk^atTo, for an opinion and conjecture are put forward 
about an altogether indefinite person. Cf. Soph. Col. 1172." Fritztcht. 
See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 406. Reisig, Com. Crit. Colon, p. 320. 

" Comp. JEich. Theb. 210. 

" Taken from Eur. Helen. 460 : 

rp, TlftaiTfi't Ttin' olkil tii/iaT'- AZytTrToc H yn- 
Men. >'Y[)irTos; w tiartivus, ol viTrXtuic' apa, 
2 K 2 
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7th Woman. Oh thrice-unlucky ' [ Turning to Euripides.] 
Ho is telling lies, by the two goddesses ! for Proteas ' has 
been dead these ten years. 

Eur. " At what country hare we landed with our ship ? " 

Mnes. "Egypt." 

Eur. " O wretched ! whither have we sailed ! " 

7th Woman. Do you believe this fellow at all — the dtvil 
take 2 him — talking nonsense? This is the Thesmopho- 
rium. 

Eur. "Is Proteus himself within, or out of sight ? " 

7th Woman. It must be that you are* still sea-sick, 
stranger, who having heard that Proteus is dead, then' ask if 
he is within, ori out of sight. 

EuK. " Alas, he is dead ! '^ere has he been buried i.: 
the tomb?" 

Mnes. " This is his tomb,^ upon which I am sitting." 

7th Woman. Then' may you perish miserably! and cer- 
tainly indeed you will perish, who have the impudence to call 
the altar a tomb. 

Eur. "Why,^ pray, do you sit in these sepulchral seats 
covered'' with a veil, O female stranger ? " 

' An Athenian, son of Epicles. See Thuc. i. 45, ii. 23. "Srri lUa 
nruifos annos significare recta adnotat Fritzschius." Enger. See 
Kviigev, Or. Gr. § 46, 3, obs. 1. 

= See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 9. Comp. Ach. 778, 865, 924, 
952. Pax, 2. Aves, 1467. Eccles. 1052, 1076. Plut. 456, 713. Vesp. 
756, 1033. 

" In Eur. Helen. 473, we have, 

Ictt' ovv iv otfCots, ouTtv' ovOfia^tL^^ aua^ ; 

irov dnT* av th] ; -n-oTEpov Iktos, tj 'v Sofioiv ; 
Aristophaiies uses tJwTrtoe in derision of Euripides' fondness for 
that word. Cf. Ale 546. Suppl. 1038. Med. 624. 

* Comp. vs. 818. Equit. 238, 880, 951. Aves, 62. Plut. 871. Pax, 306. 

• For this use of dra following a participle, see Person, Advers. 
p. 275. Blomf. gloss. Prom. V. 802._ 

"" Eur. Helen. 466, t6S' iarlv avTov /ivijiia, vaic S' ap)^ct x^ovoe. 

' " Dich hole der Geier und dich holen wird er auch, 
Der du den Altar ein Todtenmal zunennen wagst." Droysen. 
Comp. Eur. Iph. Aul. 1445. Troad. 264. For y? roi, see Herm. Vig. 
n. 297. 

' " Neither this nor the next two verses are found in Euripides." 
Enger, 

' '■ Aristophanes invents this, in order to give coherence to what 
follows after vs. 904." Enger 



891-90S. THE THESM0PH0RIAZT5S^. 501 

Mnes. "Iam> forcetl to mingle in wedlock i\'itli tlie "or 
of Proteus." 

7th Woman. Wherefore, you wretcli, are you ngiiin de- 
■'eiving the stranger? \^To Euripides.^ Tliis fellow, O 
stranger, acting the knave, came up hither lo the women for 
the stealing of the gold. 

Mnes. "Bark away, assailing '•= me with censure." 

Eur. " Female stranger, who is the old woman who re- 
viles ^ you ? " 

Mnes. " This is Theonoe, daughter of Proteus." 

7th Woman. No, by the two goddesses! unless'' Critylla 
daughter of Antitheus of Gargettus be so. But you're a knave. 

Mnes. " Say whatever you please. For I will never 
marry^ your brother, having abandoned" Menelaus, my hus- 
band, in Troy." 

Edr. " What say you, woman ? Turn your sparkling eyes' 
towards mine." 

Mnes. "I am ashamed before you, having been mauled' 
in my cheeks." 

Eur. "What's this? Speechlessness^ possesses me. Ye 
gods, what sight'" do I behold? Who art thou, woman ?" 

' Eur. Helen. 62, ttoXq o ti^vijkotoq Sijp^ yaiitiv. 

^ Soph. Ajax, 1244, riiiaq kukoIq jiaXilTi Trov. Eui'. El. 902, ^i) /if 
Ttg ip^6v(ft jSdXy. For Toufibv aiofia = lyu), cf. Eur. A!c. 647. lii'racl. 
91,529. Soph. Rex, 643. 

" Comp. Acharn. 577. Eur. Hipp. 340. Ale. 707. Soph. El. .'-.97 

• See note on Lys. 943, and cf. Eqiiit. 186. I may here borrow the 
words of Enger : " Varias virorum doctorum emendationes afterre, 
ut in re aperta, inutile est." 

• Eur. Phoen. 1587, v yAp yafioufiai ^waa Traidl o-w ttote ; 

• Eur. Helen. 54, 

Kal SoKto irpoSoua efJidv irotriv trvvaxj/at '7r6\efjLOv"E\\rj(Ttv ueyav. 
' " Aug' in Auge wirf den Blick." Droysen. 

• " The Scholiast rightly enough explains it ItTuh) i,vpt]6i\{ Jit 
But the wit of the passage turns upon this, that not only had Miie- 
silochus been mauled by Euripides, but Helen also had been roughly 
handled by the same poet. See his ffcfen, vss. 1089— 1091." Enger 
Cf. Hec. 968. 

• Comp. Eur. Here. F. 515, 556. Helen, 549. Bekk, Anecd. i. 
p. 83, 9. 

" "This verse is taken, with slight change, from Eurip. Hel. 56'', 
Tis t\ ; Tti»' Ji/fiw ff^v, yuvatj irpoa^ipKOfiat, ; 
Comp. ibid. 72. The four following verses are taken from Euripide 
irithovt any change." Brunck. 
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Mnes. "And who are you? for the same' wiirJ holds you 
and me." 

EuE. "Are you a Grecian woman, or a woman of tliis 
country?" 

Mnes. "A Grecian woman. But I also wish to learn* 
yours." 

Eur. " I see you very like to Helen, woman." 

Mnes. " And I you to Menelaus,^ as far as may be judged 
from the pot-herbs." 

Eur. "Then'' you rightly recognise a most unfortunate 
man." 

Mnes. " O thou who hast come late to the arms of tliy 
wife! Take me, take me, husband ! Throw thy arms'' around 
me ! Come, let me kiss you ! Take and lead me away, lead 
me away. lead me away, lead me^away" very quickly." 

7th Woji. Then, by the two goddesses, he shall weep,' 
whoever shall lead you away, being beaten with the torch. 

EuK. " Do you hinder me from leading my wife, the 
daughter of Tyndareus, to Sparta?" 

7Tn WoM. Ah me, what* a knave you also appear to me to 
be, and this man's counsellor ! No wonder you were acting 
the Egyptian^ this long while. But he shall suffer punish- 
ment ; for the Prytanis is approaching, and the Policeman. 
[ Goes totoards them.'\ 

Eur. This is unlucky. "Well, I must sneak away. '" 

" Wer du ? dasselhe Wort ergreift so mich wie dich." Droysen, 
Eur. Med. 252, iW* ob yhp auTo^ irpd^ ak KUfi' tjkel ,\oyos. 

'^ Eur. Troad. 63^ fiflXtaT*' arap dii Kfti TO trov SriXta uadtlif, CI 
Helen. 562. 

^ £ur. Helen. 572, iytu dt Mev^Xdio yi &'• oiio' ex'** '''* 4*"^' 

' Vss. 911, 912, are from Eur. Helen, 565, 566. 

' A parody upon Eur. Helen. 627, 628. 

• The repetitions are in derision of Euv. Helen. 650, 

iroaiv tfiov tfiov i')(OfXEv t')^ofi£i/, iiv tuEfoi* 
tfitvou Ik Tpota^ iroXutTTJ ^jloXeTv, 

' KXavafT is KXavaerai, not KXaiaeri. Brunck compares vas. 1012 
1178. Lys. 927. Nub. 523, IHO. See Dawes, M. C. p. 496. 
» Cf. vs. 1212, infra. Plut. 899. Lys. 462. Pax, 173, 425. Nub. 773. 

• " AlyvjTTial^uv is ambiguous in this passage, as it may mean as 
well de ^gypto qutBdam yarrire, as ^gyptiorum versutiam et fraudulentot 
mores imitari." Kuster. So also Fritzsche and Enger For ov« Jioc, 
•ee note on Acharn. vs. 413 

"> Cf. Aves, 1011. 
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Mnes. But what shall I do, unhappy man ? 

EuK. Remain quiet; for I will never abandon you, if 1 
live ; ' unless my innumerable artifices fail me. [_Exit Eu- 
ripides.'] 

]SInks. This line' has drawn up nothing. \_Enler Prytani* 
and Policeman.] 

Pryt. Is this the knave of whom Clisthenes spoke to us ? 
Ho you, why do you hang down' your head ? Lead him* 
within. Policeman, and bind liim to the plank, and then place 
him here and guard him, and suffer no one to approach him ; 
but beat thein with your whip, if any approach. 

Ttii Wo.m. Yes, by Jove! for now assuredly" a tricky 
fellow'' almost took him away from me. 

Mnks. O Prytanis, by your right hand, which you are ac- 
customed to hold" out bent, if any one offer you money, grant 
me a small favour, although about to die. 

Pryt. In what shall I oblige* you ? 

M.vr.s. Order the Policeman to strip me naked and fasten 
me 'to the plank ; in order that, being an old man, I may not 
in saffron-coloured robes, and a woman's night-cap, afford 
laughter to the crows, while I feast them.^ 

' " Fritzsche rightly interprets it si modo quidqaam in me erit viUB." 
Enger. 

' A metaphorical expression, taken from fishermen who draw 
nothing up. Comp. Vesp. 175. Eur. Electr. 581. Lucian, Her- 
motim. c. 28. " Comp. Equit. 1354. 

* "Fritzsche rightly perceived that uaayuv ^= introducent, a'O 
that it must not be joined with iv rg aaviSi, as Brunck has do: 
The Scythian is ordered to bind him behind the scenes and tnen 
bring him out and guard him on the stage (IvdaSi). Fritzsche re- 
marks that Herodotus (vii. 33, ix. 120) speaks of the same punish- 
ment." Enyer. 

' Dobree, Fritzsche, and Enger read vvv Srj, just now. I grant 
that vvv SiJT' may be defended in this sense : Plane tuflagellopereute, 
ai quis aceesserit ; nunc enim profecto," &c. Fritzsche. 

' Fritzsche understands this as an allusion to Euripides' fondnesi 
for introducing his heroes in rags. See Ran. 84'2. But in this way 
the woman would be represented as recognising Euripides undei 
his disguise. The Scholiast, Bergler, and Enger refer it to vs. 877, 
where he talks of having come in a ship. See Dawes, M. C. p. 592 

' Comp. Pax, 905—908. Equit. 1083. 

" See Porson, Phoen. 740. 

• " Damit Ich nicht 

fm Krokosjackchen und Schweinemagen, Ich aller Mann 
Zum Gespotte werde den Raben, die Ich atzen soil." Drover, 
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PttYT. It has been determined by the Senate to bind you 
with thika on, in order that you may be clearly seen by the 
passers-by ' to be a knave. \^£xif Prytanis ] 

Mnes. Oh ^a^j ! oh my I saffron robe, what thing.s you 
have done ! No longer is there any hope of safety. \_Polioe- 
man leads Mnesilochus within.^ 

Cho.^ Come now, let us sport, as is here the custom with 
the women, whenever on holy seasons we celebrate the solemn 
orgies of the two goddesses, which Pauson ^ also honours, and 
fasts, oftentimes protesting to them from season to season that 
such are frequently a care to himself.'' Put yourself in motion, 
each of you, advance, come on lightly with your feet in a circle,^ 
join hand to hand, move to the time^ of the dance ; go witli 
swift feet. It behoveth the choral order'' to look about, 
turning round the eye in every direction. And at the 
same time also celebrate, each of you, and honour with your 

" The Scholiast atsurdly joins toXq xSpaKiv lanHv. On this annota- 
tion, see what I have said in the Rhen. Mus. Philolog. ii. p. 246." 
Enger. So also Fritzsche. See note on Nub. 689. 
' Comp. Vesp. 623. 

' " While the chorus is singing this, Mnesilochus is within, get- 
ting hound to the plank." Enger. 

' Comp. Ach. 854. Plut. 602. He was a well-known painter of 
the day, and chiefly devoted himself to caricatures. His poverty 
was so noted that it passed into a proverb, Ilavai»voe irroixoTipot; . 
In this place he is represented as strictly observing the fast, (vrja- 
Tiia,) not from any religious motive, but because he had nothing to 
eat. See Erasmus, Adagia, p. 564. Aristot. Polit. viii. 5. Poet, 
ii. 2. Lucian, Encom. Demosth. c. 24. 

• " avveirevxoiiivoQ — fiiXeiv is a short form of speech, with a preg- 
nant construction in which this sense is involved, avvtrrcvxaiievog /cat 
Xlyu))/, ToiavTa ij,s\iiv ^d/i. iavTif, simul precans deas et dicens sive 
QUERENs ialia sibi frequenter curie esse." Fritzsche. " Fritzsche is 
right with respect to the construction, hut not right with respect to 
the sense. Pauso preeatur deas contestaturgue, frequenter sibi esse jeju- 
nium cordi, i. e. he celebrates the third day of the Thesmophoria in 
such a manner as to be quite an example to the women." Enger. 

' "A description of the dance in a circle with linked hands." 
Fritzsche. So also Enger and Kuster. " Fritzsche observes that 
t)ie usual way of construing this, ay Iq kvkXov, is wrong." Enger. 
Cf. Eccles. 478. 

" " Im Takt des Tanzes rege sich jede." Droysen. "Secundum 
rhythmum oharece queelibet incedat." Brunck. Cf. Lobeck Aiax p 
825. .<Esch. Eum. 307. 

' " Andreas Div\is rightly interprets it choreie ccnatilvtiotitm et 
ordinem. Cf. .Ssch. Agam. vs. 22." Fritzsche. 
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voice, tlio rat'e of the Olympic gods, with a miud mad for 
dancing. Bui if any one expects that 1, woman as I am, will 
speak ill of men during the sacred rites,' he does not think 
rightly. But it behoveth us immediately, as our duty is, first 
to dispose the graceful step of the circling dance.^ Advance 
with your feet, celebrating Apollo with beautiful lyre, and the 
bow-bearing Diana, chaste queen. Hail, thou far-darter, and 
grant us the victory ! And let us celebrate, as is fitting, 
Juno who presides over marriage, who sports in all the 
dances, and keeps the keys of marriage.* And I entreat the 
pastoral Mercury, and Pan, and the dear Nymphs, benevo- 
lently to smile upon and take pleasure in our dances.'' Begin 
now zealously the Diple,* the joy of the dance. Let us sport, 
O women, as is the custom ! Assuredly we keep" the fast. But 
come ! turn to another measure with foot keeping good time ; 
round off the whole ode. And do thou thyself,* O ivy- 
wreathed king Bacchus, lead us ; and I will celebrate thee 
with chorus-loving odes,^ O Evius, O Bromius, child of 

' "Thev feared to speak ill of men, not so much because they 
were in the temple, as because they were celebrating the sacred 
orgies in the temple." Fritzsclie. " But iv iiptf does not mean "i 
templo, but in sacris obeundis." Enger. 

* " Erst dem schon verschlungnen Rundtanz anzuordnen seinen 

Seliritl." Droysen. 

' See Lobeck, Aglaoph. p. 650. 

* " The construction is, tTrtyikaaat toiq TjfisTkpaiQ xopet'atCi x^'P*''^^ 
ayraig. Cf. Nub. 274. Add Vesp. 389." Tritzache. The construc- 
tion is more singular than Fritzsche seems to have been aware of. 
\aptvTa is referred to the more remote noun Vldva. 

' " Kuster rightly perceived that the ^in-X^is a species o{ dance, — 
as Hesychius testifies, dnrXrj' i^xV"^"'! liloe ^ Kpovftaros, — and that 
this is by apposition called xap'" xop^'oc-" Enger. So also Fritzsche. 
This species of dance is also mentioned by Pollux, iv. 105. 

** " Certe {utiqite) autem jejunium agimus,^' Fritzsche. 

' From the conjecture of Bentley on Hor. A. P. 441. Comp. vs. 
54. " Topj/eut reponendum arbitror, ut loco convenientius : Verum 
age, alio teconverte compositopede ; toma totam cantihnam," Bentley. 

' " It is very well known that Bacchus acted as leader of tlic 
dance in the orgies. Cf. Eur. Bacch. 141. Soph. Ant. 153." Fritzsche. 

' Vs. 990 — 1000 is confessedly " corrupto corruptius." In Din- 
dorf we have trk fi^X^uj Eviop, w Atovufff, ^op^iff TepTrofievot; 'Eittov 
Etriox, eiroi avaxopivwv. The participles rep-n: and dvay- cannot be 
referred to the cliorus. See vs. 965. I have translated as if there 
had been ui ^i\o\6poiai jikX^ta, Evt£, <ij Atof te Bpoatt Kai XifiiXas Trai, 
and in 994, EJie, EBie, tioX. See Fritzsche's and Engei's edition* 
As Uindorf has left it, no translation is Dossible. 
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Jove and Semele, delighting in dances, in the mountains 
Among the pleasing hymns of ths Nymphs, Evius, liivius, 
beginning a choral dance, evoe ! And the echo of Cithseron 
resounds around thee, and the thick-shaded mountains dark 
with leaves and the rocky dells re-echo ; while around thee 
the beautiful-leaved ivy flourishes with its tendrils round 
about. [^Mnesilochus is brought upon the stage again by the 
Policeman fast bound to the plank.'] 

Policeman. There now' you shall wail to the open sky. 

Mnks. O Policeman, I beseech you ! 

Pol. Don't beseech me ! 

Mnes. Loosen the nail. 

Pol. Well, I am''^ doing so. [^Hammers it m tighter.] 

Mnes. Ah me, miserable I you are hammering it in the 
more.^ 

Pol. Do you wish^ it to be hammered still more ? 

Mnes. Alas, alas ! May you perish miserably. 

Pol. Be silent, miserable old man ! Come, let me bring a 
mat,* in order that I may guard you. [ Goes out and returns 
again with a mat."] 

Mnes. These are the blessed fruits which^ I have enjoyed 
from Euripides. Ha, ye gods, preserver Jove, there are 
hopes ! The man does not seem likely to abandon ' me ; but 
he ran forth as' Perseus, and secretly gave me a sign that I 

» Comp. jEsch. Prom. 82. Aristoph. Phit. 1129, 724. Vesp. 149. 
Horn. II. xxi. 122. 

' " The Scythian understands Mnesilochus very well, but does 
the contrary." Enger 

^ " Weh mir, Ich Armer ! mehrhinein noch hammerst du ! " Voas. 

• " Viane etiam amplius?" Enger, " Er wollen noch fester? 
(=Wollen Sie noch fester?)" Droyaen. 

> "This phraseology of the Scythian is very strange. When he 
intended to say ^ep' tya IStvly/cw ^op/iov, 'iva fvXaiui ai, he expresse* 
himself in infinitives, <p'to' tyui HtvsyKdv ^op/i6;, 'iva (pvXa^eiv <roi, 
which he pronounces in his own fashion. But Brunck rightly ob- 
serves that the Scythian goes and fetches a mat to lie down upon, 
that he may not be fatigued with standing." Enger. 

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 7. Eccles. 42ti, tout airska^sav 
"SavaiKvSovt, TayaOov. And this construction {tivoq ti) is the regu- 
lar one in the prose writers. The accusative of the aimple object 
(Diphilus ap. Athen. vi. p. 227, F. Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 47) is very 
rare. See BernV.ardy, W. S. p. 149. 

' Comp. JEsch. Eum. 900. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 7, obs. 3. 

• " Recte Schol. Ravenn. avrl tov uq VLipaeic." Fritzache, Cf 
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must become Andromeda. At all events I'm I'urnislied with 
the fetters.' Therefore it is stilP evident that he will come 
to save me ; for otherwise he would not have flown near me. 
\_Enter Euripides as Perseus.'] 

EuK. Dear,^ dear virgins, would I could approach anc 
escape the observation of the Policeman ! [^Addressing the 
Policeman.'] Dost thou ■• hear ? O, / beseech thee, who 
dwellest in caves, by reverence, assent, permit me to come to 
the woman ! 

Mnes. Pitiless^ was he, who bound me, the most distressed 
of mortals. When I had witli difficulty escaped the anti- 
quated'' old woman, I perished notwithstanding. For this 
Policeman has been standing by me this long while as my 
keeper : has hung me up, undone and friendless, as a dinner 

Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, and note on Plut. 314. According to 
Droysen, Euripides fliea through the air a la Perseus. " Aristo- 
phanes is ridiculing the Andromeda of Euripides, which was acted 
at the same time with his Helena." Enger. See note on vs. 848. 
"From this it is understood, that Euripides came on the stage ha- 
bited as Perseus, and at first persohated Perseus, as Mnesilochus did 
Andromeda; but with great coilfusion of character." Fritzsche. 

' 7"Ae fetters, (rd iitr/xa,) i. e. the fetters needed for personating 
Andromeda bound to a rock. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § SO, 2, obs. 4, 
and Lys. 645. Brunck's version {eguidam re ipsa vinclus sum) utterly 
extinguishes the sense. Droysen translates it rightly enough, 

" Auch hab' Ich ja die Banden wenigstens." 

' See Dawes, M. C. p. 514. 

' "Vs. 1115 is taken from Euripides, the two next are Aristo- 
phanes' own." Enger. See note on vs. 23, supra. 

* This and the two following verses of Euripides' speech to the 
Policeman are parodied from Andromeda's address to the echo. 
Accordingly Euripides addresses the Policeman as, " Thou echo that 
dwellest in caves." Comp. Eur. Hec. 1110. Ovid. Met. iii. 395. The 
(lassage of Euripides is this, 

TTpos Ai^ovi ffi Taif iv UfTpOtif 

diroiravaov, iatrov 
* A^ol fXE. ai/ii <f>i\at^ yoou nrd^aif Kafislii. 

' " In this song Mnesilochus, through perturbation of mind, 
gpeaks sometimes m his own character, sometimes in the character 
of Andromeda, which has a very comical effect." Brunck. 

' "They render oairpdi', putidam. But rightly Phrynichus (p. 
377) and Photius, ^aairpovov to ^sx^rjpdv Kat ipav\oi\ aWA ri> »a- 
Xatov, ECiroXif.' " Fritzsche 
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for the crows. Do you see? not among dai.ces, nor yel 
accompanied by the girls ' of my own age, do I stand with the 
ballot-box of pebbles, but, entangled in strong fetters, I am 
exposed as food for the whale Glaucetes.^ Lament me, O 
women, not with a bridal song, but with a prison-song,^ since 
I have suffered wretched things, wretched man, oh me unhap- 
py, unhappy ! and among my other impious sufferings from 
ray relations, supplicating the man,* kindling the all-tearful 
lamentation of death,-' alas ! alas ! who first shaved me clean, 
who clothed me in a saffron-coloured robe ; and, in addition 
to tills, sent me up to this temple, where the women were 
assembled. Ah me, thou unrelenting god of my fate ! Oh 
me, accursed ! Who at the presence of my woes will not look ^ 
upon my unenviable suffering ? Would that the fire-bearing 
star' of JEther would utterly destroy me, ill-fated man. 
For no longer is it pleasing to me to behold the immortal 

' Cf. Eur. Phoen. 1265. Here he is " dancing among the gills of 
his own age;" presently he forgets himself and relapses into the 
old Athenian " with ballot-box in hand." Throughout the whole 
there is a studied confusion of persons, genders, and constructions. 
Aristophanes, like Rabelais, often writes incoherent nonsense de- 
signedly. See Aves, 926—930, 950, 951, 1000—1009. Ran. 1264— 
1267, 1274—1277, 128.5—1295. Pax, 1070, 1071. 

' "A famous glutton mentioned in Pax, 1008." Brunck. The 
Scholiast on Aves 348, cites from the Andromeda, iKSttvai KijTCt 0op- 
pdv. " Glaucetes is called a whale by apposition, because he was 
in the habit of devouring fish like a whale." Fritzsche. 

' Cf. .Esch. Bum. 306, 331, 344. 

* "He might have written ipura XtTOjikva in the regular way 
But yoaffSI lit precedes, to which the participles are accommo- 
dated." Fritzsche. d\X' in Dindorf's text is evidently a misprint 
for S.W'. 

' " By 'Alia yoov I understand the lament of the dving, the death- 
acng. Compare Eur. Elect. 143." Fritzsche. Virgil, jEn. ii. 500, 
" Incendentem luctus." 

' " There is no difficulty in the passage. We must remember the 
words in vs. 944, 'iva toiq wapiouffi SriKoq yg iravovpyog wv, Mnesilo- 
chus takes the words of Andromeda (tiq tTroiieTai) imploring tlie 
aid of the gods, and perverts them to the opposite meaning to 
suit his own case. He wanted to be seen by the passers-by as 
little as possible." Bnger. Cf. Eur. Hec. 227, 193. Fritzsche 
strangely enough translates it, " unenoiable on iccottnt of '.hi prttttun 
af my woes." 

' Fritzsche and Liddell understand the thunderbolt. 



1083-1066 THR IrfESMOPHOKlAZUS^. .TOS 

flame ; since I am hung up, the cut-throat woes of the 
gods,' for a quick journey to the dead." 

EuR. (as Echo). " Hail, O dear child ! but may the gods 
destroy thy father Cepheus, who exposed thee." 

Mnes. {as Andromeda). " But who are you, who have 
pitied my suffering?" 

Eur. " Echo, responsive mocker of words,' who, last year 
In this very place, myself even shared in the contest^ with 
Euripides. But, child, you must act your own part, to weep' 
piteously." 

Mnes. " And you must weep in answer after me." 

Eur. " This shall be my care : but commence your words." 
\_Goes behind the sceneJ^ 

Mnes. " sacred* night, how long a course you pursue, 

' " A most notable kind of apposition is one expressed by an ac- 
cusative and common to the whole sentence : tKpi/iaa^riv, Xat/ioTfitir' 
axi Saifiovwv. Euripides especially favours this accusative of apposi- 
tion. Androm. 292. Here. F. 226. Hec 1075. Orest. 812. Iph. A. 
234. Ale. 7. Iph. T. 14.59. Elect. 1080." Fritzsche. See Kriiger, 
Or. Gr. § 57, 10, obs. 10. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 127, and add Ach. 
1201. Ran. 381. 

^ Enger and Fritzsche read stti, and construe it with v'sKvaw. 

' Compare Nero's famous line, (alluded to by Persius, i. 102, 
*' Enim ingeminate reparabilis adsonat Echo.** Comp. also Hor. i. 1*1 
4 ; i. 20, 8. Ovid, Met. iii. 381, 493. Soph. Phil. 189. 

* " M:tgckampfet habe fiir Euripides." Droysen. " As for the 
assertitn that Echo had assisted Euripides in this verj' place (the 
theatre) the year before, it is said in ridicule of EuripideSj who had 
not hesitated to introduce Echo's " jocosa imago " into his tragedy 
of Andromeda. How Echo was introduced is told us by the Ravenna 
Scholiast, ' «7ret ftarjyays KaKOaTivaKrov Ttjv 'Hxw o 'EvpfjriStiQ iv ry 
Ai'SpofiUf. ilg rovro iraiiit.' Tliat is. Echo answered the lament- 
ations and sobs of Andromeda. But upon the stage Euripides' Echo 
neither came nor could come." Fritzsche. 

* The infinitive is here exegetical of the preceding sentence. See 
examples ap. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 10, obs. 6, § 51, 7, obs. 4. In 
these cases the inf. is usually in apposition to a pronoun (mostly 
a demonstrative) in the preceding sentence. See Ran. 610, 13C9. 
Pax, 1076. Plut. 1163. Lys. 1180. Nub. 216, 1412. 

* " This highly poetic invocation to night is taken verbatim from 
the prologue to the Andromeda of Euripides, Fragm. xxviii. These 
verses are thus rendered by Ennius, (ap. Varro de LinguA Latin6, v. 8,) 

Qut^ cava cceli signi teneniibus 
Conficis bigis.'* Wheelwright. 
The whole passage is thus rendered by Grotius, (Excerpt, p. 870,) 
O nox, sacra nox, quam tu longoi 
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driving over the starry back of sacred ^ther through the 
most august Olympus." 

EuK. {from behind ' the scene as Echo). " Through Olym- 
pus." 

Mnes. " Why ever have I, Andromeda, obtained a share 
of woes above* the rest?" 

EtiR. " Obtained a share." 

Mnes. " Wretched' for my death.'' 

Eur. " Wretched for my death." 

Mnes. " You will destroy me, old woman,'' with chatter- 

ing-" 

Eur. « With chattering." 

Mnes. "By Jove, you have got in very troublesome."'' 

Eur. "Very." 

Mnes. " Good sir," permit me to sing a monody, and you 

will oblige me. Cease." 

Euii. "Cease." 

Mnes. Go to the dpvil. 

EuR. " Go to the devil." 

Mnes. What's the pest ? 

EuK. "What's the pest?" 

Mnes. You talk foolishly. 

Eur. " You talk foolishly." 

Mnes. Plague take you. 

Eur. " Plague take you." 

Agitas cursus super astrigerum 
V^cta wtherii dorsum templi 
Et per Olympi veneranda loca. 

' " So also Euripides' Echo had answered from behind the scenes.' 
Fritzsche. 

' See Person, Med. 284. 

' " Here also, as in vs. 857, Aristophanes joins the words difTer- 
ently than Euripides had done. For, as the Scholiast records, 
Andromeda had added nkWovaa tvxHv." Enger. See Krii^er, Gr. 
Gr. § 47, 3, obs. 2, and § 47, 21, and notes on vs. 1109. Lys. 967. 

* " One may infer from this appellation that Echo was commonly 
considered a decrepit old woman.". Fritzsche, 

' Eur. Iph. T. 273, iIt ovv iir' oktuTs daaaiTov Aioiricopa) ; "are 
you the Dioscuri who sit upon," &c. Cf. Find. Nem. ix. 97. Thuc. 
vii. 88. Flato, Fhsedon, p. 107, C. Soph. Trach. 648. Xenoph 
Hellen. v. 1, 10. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 6. Hermann, Vig 
Append, p. 733. 

• " He addjressea Euripides." Enger. 
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Mnes. Confound you. 

ijUU. " Confound you.'' 

Pol. {awaking^ and starting tip from his mat). IToUo you, 
what are you talking ? 

P^UK. " Hollo you, what are you talking ?" 

Pol. I'll summon the Prytanes. 

Eur. " I'll summon the Prytanes." 

Pol. What's the pest ? 

EuK. '• What's the pest ?" 

Pol. Whence was the voice ?- 

EuK. " Whence was the voice ?" 

Pol. {turning to Mnesilochns). Are you talking?* 

EcK. " Are you talking ?" 

Pol. You shall weep. 

Eur. " You shall weep." 

Pol. Are you laughing at me?'' 

Eur. " Are you laughing at me ?" 

Mn»;s. (to the Policeman). No, by Jove ! but this woman 
near you.* 

Eur. " This near you." 

Pol. Where is the abominable woman? Now sha's flying. 
AVhither, whither are you flying ? 

Eur. " Whither, whither are you flying ? " 

Pol. You shall not get off^ with impunity. 

Eur. " You shall not get off with impunity." 

Pol. Why, are you still muttering ? 

Eur. " Why, are you still muttering?" 

Pol. Catch' the abominable TOomfflw.' 

Eur. " Catch the abominable woman." 

Pol. The chattering and accursed woman. 

Eur. {entering as Perxeus). " Ye* gods ! to what land of 

' So Bothe, Fritzsche, and Enger. 
^ " TTwreroTTWv^, i. e. TroGtv if 0wv^." Brunck. 

' "Tunc hqiierisf" Brunck. "The Policeman addresses Mne- 
gilochus, thinking it was he who spoke." Enger. 

• " KarayeX^g /lov." Scholiast. 

' " 1 am by no means mocking you, says Mnesilochus, but this 
woman near you (Euripides in the cnaracter of Echo)." Fritztche. 

• Cf. Plut. 64. E^nit. 235, 828. Hermann, Vig. n. 207. 

' "Xa/Si is not said to Mnesilochus, but to some one passing by." 
Fritztche. 

• " The Scholiast informs us that the three first verses are taken 
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barbarians have we come with swift sandals ? for I, Perseus, 
place my wingei foot, cutting my way through mid air,' 
travelling to Argos, carrying the head of the Gorgon."^ 

Pol. What are you saying about^ the head of Gorgus the 
secretary ? 

Eur. " I say the head of the Gorgon." 

PpL. I also mean Gorgus."* 

Eur. "Ha!' what cliff is this w'hich^ I see, and virgin 
like to the goddesses, moored like' a ship ?" 

Mnes. " O stranger, pity me all wretched : loose me ffom 
my fetters." 

Pol. Don't you talk ! Accursed ' for your audacity : do 
you chatter when about to die ? 

from the Andromeda, and the rest put together from some other part 
of that play." Enger. , 

' " Manjr adjectives, placed as predicates, are to be translated 
by substantives, iikaoc 6 tottoq, (seldom o Ton-oj /leaoe, because ^tsaoQ 
is regularly the emphatic word,) the middle of the place. On the 
contrary, o fiiaos tottoq, or (o) tottoq b jiiaoQ, the middle place, axpa 
V X^'Pj or 1] x- o.Kpa, the top of the hand.. kts\a.T7\ ?;' y^, or ?/ y^ icrj^drri, 
the extremity of the land, ij^itvq 6 /3tof, or 6 [3loq rjfiiffVQ, half of his 
life." Kruger. Comp. Eur. Phoen. vs. 1. Rhes. vs. 4'23. Ovid. Fast. 
V. 666, Alato qui pede carpis iter. " The disputes of the mythologists 
respecting the talaria of Mercury and of Perseus are well known." 
Fritzsehe. 

' Cf. Aves, 824. Lys. 619. Equit. 84, 279 Pind. Pyth. iv. 446. 
This usage of the article is poetic. See KrUger on Xenoph. Anab 
i. 2, 7. Gr. Gr. § 50, 7, obs. 7. 

' Fritzsehe and Enger read ri Xtyi; rij rdpyoe jrspt, &c. What 
my you? are you bringing the head of Gorgus? According to them 
a-spt = ^speig. Cf. vs. 1007. 

* *' 6 Sk Topyos 7pa/i/naT£us, aWa Kal ISap^apo^." Scholiast. 

* In Euripides, «a, tiV oxdou t6vS* opio irzplppvTov 

dipptS 6a\d(T<nji, irapQiuov t* eiKo) Tiva ; 
Comp. Ovid, Met. iv. 671. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 6. 

' Comp. Cicero's translation of jEschylus' I'romecnoM Soluttu, 
Tusc. ii. 10, 

Adspicite religatum asperis 
Vinctumque saxis. Navem tit horrisono freio 
Nociem paventes timidi adnectunt navitce, 
Saturnius me sic infixit Jupiter. 
tur. Here. Fur. 1094, iSov, ri SsanoiQ vavs ottus iipjiiafiivoi, 
rjiiai; 

* " If a Greek had intended that Karapan roA/itje should signitj 
mekate ob audaciam tuam he would have said Trjs roX/jj/f." i'riiticht 
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Eur. " O virgin, I pity you, seeing you hung up." 

Pol. It is not a virgin, but a sinful old man, and a thief, 
and a knave. 

Eur. " You talk foolishly, Policeman ; for this is Andro- 
meda, daughter of Cepheus." 

Pol. Look at his breasts ! Do they look like a woman's ? 

EuK. " Give me here your ' hand, in order that I may 
touch the damsel ; give me it. Policeman : for all men have 
their weaknesses, and love of this damsel has seized myself." 

Pol. I'm not at all jealous of you ; but if his face had been 
turned this way, I would not have refused your going and 
kissing^ him. 

Eur. " But why. Policeman, do you not permit me to re- 
lease her and recline upon^ the couch and marriage-bed?" 

Pol. If you strongly desire to kiss the old fellow, bore 
through the plank and go to him. 

Eur. " No, by Jove, but I will loosen the fetters." , 

Pol. Then I'll whip you. 

Eur. " And yet I'll do so." 

Pol. Then I'll '' cut off your head with this scimetar. 

Eur. " Alas ! what shall I do ? To what words shall I 
turn ? But his barbarous nature will not give ear to them.* 
For in truth, if you were lo offer new inventions of wisdom 
to stupid^ people, you would spend your labour to no purpose. 

See vs. 1072, where we have 9avdTov TKrijiuv. See also note on 
Lys. 967. 

' " Reich deine Hand her, dass Ich der Maid mich nahen kann ! 
Reich her, o Scythe ! haften doch Schwachheiten an 
Den Menschen alien." Droysen. 
*• Porrige hue mihi manum, ut adpropinquem ad puellam eamqne adtin- 
gam ; porrige, Scgtha. Euripides tries the temper of the Policeman 
cautiously, for he sees that he will have to fly again, if the Police- 
man does not show himself good-natured." Fritzsehe. 

' " He uses the indicative for the infinitive, as in vs. 1109 supra.'' 
Enger. 

^ For this construction, see Porson, Ilec. 1010. 

• " Fritzsehe perceived that the sense was ttiv Knjia\i]v aov apa rj 
{t^o/xaxa'Pft ravry d7roK6;//<i», and that the crooked scimetar of Per- 
seus was meant." Enger. Brunck and Droysen otherwise. 

» Comp. Equit. 632. Eur. Phoen. 469. Androm. 1238. Suppl. 977. 
Ileracl. 549. Ion, 1607. Thucyd. iii. 31 ; vii. 49. " This verse is per- 
haps from the Andromeda." Enger. 

• " Denn dummen Menschen neue Weisheit kund zu thun, 
Jgt eitel aufgewandte Miih." Ttroyten 

2 I. 



514 THE THESMOPHOiaAZUS.E. 1132— 11« 

But I must apply some other derice' which is adaptetl to 
[lira." [^Exit Euripides.^ 

Pol. Abominable fox ! how he was for deceiving' me. 

Mnes. Remember, Perseus, that you are leaving me 
miserable. 

Pol. What, j'ou're still wishing to get the whip ! \^Liet 
down again and falls asleep.^ 

One. It is* my custom to invite hither to'' the chorus 
Pallas, friend of the chorus, virgin, unwedded damsel, who 
guards our city, and alone possesses visible sovereignty, and 
is called guardian. Appear,' O thou that hatest tyrants, as is 
fitting ! Of a truth the people of the women '' invokes thee ; 
and mayest thou come to me with Peace the friend of festi- 
vals.' Come, ye* mistresses, benevolent and propitious, to 
your hallowed place ;'* where in truth it is not lawful for men 
to behold the solemn orgies of the two goddesses, where, by 
torch-light,'" ye show your immortal countenances. Come, 
approach, we supplicate you, O much-revered Thesmophora; ! 
If ever before ye came" in answer to our call, come now, we 
beseech you, here to us. [^Enter Euripides as an old pro- 
curess, accompanied by a dancing-girl and a boy with afiute.^ 

Comp. Eur. Med. 300. Bacch. 480. Here. F. 298. Theognis, 625. 
Sophocles ap. Athen. x. 433, F., and note on Lys. 233. 
' Comp. Nub. 480. Plaut. Cistell. ii. 2, 5. " Comp. Vesp. 1290. 
• " Pallas, die Freundin des Chorgesangs, 
Her mir zu laden zum Chor, ist recht, 
Pallas, die keusclie, die Jungfrau 
AVelche ja unsere Stadt behenscht, 
Sichtbar einzig des Landes herrscht, 

Schliisselwaltende (Juttin ! " Droysen. 

• Comp. Nub. 56i. Equit. .559. Fragm. 314. 

• Veni, Mhierva^ quae tyrannos ahominaris, sicxctijusfoique est : populiu 
te profecto viulieni/n invocat." Fritzsche. 

• Cf. vss. 306, 335. 

' "Peace is called the friend of festivals, because, during the Pe- 
loponnesian war, the rural Dionysia and other festivals could not 
even be celebrated on account of the frequent incursions of the 
enemy." Fritzschi 

• "Demeter and Cora." See Reisig, Enarr. Colon. 104.5. 

• See Biickh, Find. Ol. iii. 19. 

"• " Wo im Fackellieht ihr ein imsterblichea Schaun giJnnt." Droyt. 

" See Elmsley's note on Acharn. 733. Med. 1041. Cf. Avea, 144. 
Monk, Ale. 281. Hermann, Eur. El. 93S. Scrh. Col. 1881. Kriiger, 
Gr Gr. § 30, obs. 1. 
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Eur. Women, if you ai'e willing to make' peace with mo 
for the future, it is now in your power ; I make you these 
proposals of peace on the understanding^ that you are to be 
in no wise abused by me at all henceforth. 

Cho. On account' of what matter do you bring forward 
this proposal ? 

Edr. This man in the plank is my father-in-law. If tliere- 
fore I recover him, you shall nevfr'' be abused at all. But if 
you do not comply, I will accuse you to your husbands when 
they come home from the army of those things which you do 
secretly.* 

Cho. For our" parts, be assured that we are prevailed 
upon. But this barbarian you must' prevail upon yourself. 

Eur. That is my business ; and yours, [^turning to the 
dancing-girl,'] Elaphiuin, is to remember to do what 1 told 
you on the road. In the first place therefore walk past him,** 
and gird yourself up. And do you, [^turning to the boy,] 
Teredon,^ play an accompaniment to the Persian '" dance. 

' " -Mit niir Vertrag zu schliessen, miiglich ist es ietzt.'' Droysen. 
" BTTOvSaq, auiifiaxiav, eiprivriv ■woidaQui is said of him who makes a 
league himself, to make a covenant; tnrovSdg iroieiv of him who is 
merely instrumental towards a league's being made, to bring about a 
covenant. Thucyd. v. 38, oi BoiaJrapxo' are related to have wished 
T^v ^Vfifiaxiav ttoluv, but oi Boiwroc (c. 39) ^vfifiaxiav iSiav iroiiiaaa- 
Bai. Cf. ibid. 43, 17— 4.9 ; ii. 29. Pax, 212, 1199. Acharn. 267. Lys. 
1.54, 951, 1006. Aves, 1599." Fritzsche. See Bernhardy, W. S. 
T). 344 

- Comp. Plut. 1000, 1141. Acharn. 722. Thuc. i. 113. Kruger, 
Or. Gr. § 68, 41, obs. 8, and § 65, 3, obs. 3. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 251 

^ " Aus welchem Anlass anerbietest das du uns? " Droysen. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 401. 

' " vTTotrovpilv n is said of women who do any thing in their own 
houses secretly or deceitfully." Fritzsche. 

' " So viel an uns liegt, siiid wir herzlich gern bereit." Droysen, 
" Qiwd quidem ad nos attinet, scitonos tibi obsecitndare.'* Fritzsche. 

' A common use of the imperative. So jEsch. Prom. 713, oreTx*, 
you must go. See Hermann, Vig. n. 143. Markland, Iph. A. 734, 
and cf. Ran. 1024. 

' "iitpxeoSai in this passage means transire, for the dancing-girl 
was to walk past the policeman in order to attract his attention." 
fritzsche. So also Enger. 

" "The termination -riSdiv belongs to masculine proper names, a« 
SapTTi/Jiiv, Tf) 9p))5(ii'. Comp. also vs. 12().i." Kiuiei. 

'• Comp. Xen. Anab. vi. I, 10. 

2 L S 
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Pol. (waking up). What's this bumming ? ' What band of 
revellers awakens me ? 

Eur. The girl was about to practise beforehand, Police- 
man ; for she is going to certain people to dance. 

Pol. Let her dance and practise," I will not hinder her. 
\_She begins to dance.'} How nimble ! like a flea in a sheep- 
skin. 

Eur. Pull up this dress, child, and sit upon the Police- 
man's knee and hold out your feet, that I may take off your 
elioes.' 

Pol. Yes, yes, sit down, sit down, yes, yes, my little 
daughter. \_Dancing-girl sits down upon the Policemans 
knee."] Ah, how firm^ her breast is, like a turnip. 

Eur. (to the boy). Play you quicker ! Are you still afraid 
of the Policeman ? 

Pol. Beauteous she is behind ! You shall repent, if you 
do not remain within. Well ! beauteous she is before ! 

Eur. It is well. Take your dress : it is time for us now 
to go. 

Pol. Will she not kiss me first ? 

Eur. Certainly. \^To the dancing-girl."] Kiss him ! [^She 
kisses him.] 

Pol. Oh, oh, oh ! Oh my ! How sweet her lips ! like Attic 
honey. Why does she not remain with me ? 

Eur. Farewell, Policeman ! for this cannot be. 

Pol. Yes, yes, old woman, gratify me in this. 

Eur. Then will you give me a drachma ? 

Pol. Yes, yes, I'll give it you. 

Eur. Then bring the money. 

Pol. But I have not any.* Come, take my quiver. 

Eur. Then you'll bring her again. 

Pol. (to the dancing-girl). Follow me, my child ! And do 
you, old woman, guard the old man. — But what's your name ? 

Eur. Artemisia. Therefore remember my name. 

' Comp. Acharn. 866. 

' "The Scythian, when he ought to have said, opxica^Ou icni 
if\iTji(7aru, uses infinitives, and inflects ipx^iaBai like an activ« 
ireib." Biiffer. 

' See note on Lys. 1243. * Cimp. Ach. 1199 

* See Donaldson, New Cratyl. p. 190, foil. 
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Pol. Artamuxia. [^Exit Policeman ivith the (/a/ichiff-girl.] 

Eur. O crafty Mercury, this you manage well as \et. Do 
you then [^addressing the hoy\ run off with this flute, my 
boy ; and I will set him at liberty. Mind that you" fly man- 
fully, as soon as ever ' you are at liberty, and hasten '■* home to 
your wife, and children. 

jNInes. This shall be, my ' care, if once I be at liberty. 

Eur. Be thou'' free! Your business! fly! before the 
Policeman comes and catches you. 

JInes. I will do so now. {Exeunt Euripides and Mnesi- 
lochus.j 

Pol. {returning with the dancing girl). How agreeable 
your daughter is, old woman, and not ill-natured, but gentle, 
AVhere's the old woman ? [Dancing-girl slips off.'] Ah me, 
how I am undone ! Where is the old man gone from hence ? 
O old woman, old woman. I don't commend you, old woman. 
Artamuxia. The old woman has deceived me. [Picks tip 
his quiver and throws it across the stage.'] Away with you 
as soon as possible ! It is rightly called quiver, for it imposes 
upon me. Ah me, what shall I do? Whither is the old 
woman gone ? Artamuxia. 

Cho. Are you inquiring for^ the old woman, who was 
carrying the harp ? 

Pol. Yes, yes. Did you see her ? 

Clio. Both she herself has gone this way, and an old man 
was following her. 

Pol. The old man with the saffron-coloured robe ? 

Ciio. Yes ; you might still catch her, if you were to pur- 
sue her this way. 

Pol. Oh the abominable old woman ! Which way^ shall I 
run ? Artamuxia. 

Cho. Run straight upwards. Whither are you running ? 

' "Brunck observes that rax'!""" is to be joined with orav, and 
not with ^iviyii, as the editors have done." Enger. 
' Comp. Eurip. Suppl. 730- 

Comp. vs. 1064, supra. Pax, 148, 1006, 1276. Pint. 229. 
' " Whilst releasing him he says esio solutus." Enger. 

" Accusativus de quo." See Mus. Cril. i. p. 632. 
• One woman had told him one way, the other wonia i another, 
Comp. note on vs. 1127, supra. 
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Will you not run back this way? you are running the con- 
trary way. 

Pol. Me miserable ! But Artamuxia is running off. \_£xit 
PolicAnan.'J 

Cho. Run then, run then, with a fair wind to the Devil ! 
But we have sported sufficiently ; so that in truth it is time 
for each to go home. May the Thesmophoras return us a 
gracious kindness for this. [Exewit omnesA 



E*T> OP THE TH'iSMOPHORlAzrs^K. 



THE FROGS. 



DRAMATIS PERSONvt 

BACCHUS. 

XANTHIAS (servant of Bacchun. 

HERCULES. 

DEAD MAN. 

CHARON. 

FROGS (subordinate Choruij. 

chorus of myst^ 
j:acus. 

SERVANT OF PROSERPlSi 

FEMALE INNKEETERS. 

EURIPIDES. 

^SCHYLUS. 

PLUTO. 

VARIOUS MIT8"> 



THE ARGUMENT. 



According to the notice of the ancient Didascalia, this play wa* 
acted at the Leneean festival, January, b. c. 405, in the Archonship 
of Callias. It was brought out in Philonides' name, who gained 
the first prize, Phrynichus the second with his "Muses," and Plato 
the third with his "Cleophon." The Frogs was so much admired 
on account of its parabasis, that it was acted a second time; — very 
probably in the March of the same year, at the Great Dionysia. 
The Frpgs has for its subject the decline of the Tragic Art. Bac- 
chus has a great longing for Euripides, and determines to bring him 
back from the infernal world. In this he imitates Hercules, but 
although furnished with that hero's lion-skin and club, in senti- 
ments he is very unlike him, and as a dastardly voluptuary affords 
much matter for laughter. He rows himself over the Acherusian 
lake, where the frogs merrily greet him with their melodious croak- 
ings. The proper Chorus, however, consists of the shades of those 
initiated in the Eleusinian mysteries." ^schylus had hitherto occu- 
pied the tragic throne in the world below, but Euripides wants to 
eject him. Pluto presides, but appoints Bacchus to determine this 
great controversy. The two poets, J;he sublimely wrathful .35schylus, 
and the subtle and conceited Euripides, stand opposite each other, 
and deliver specimens of their poetical powers ; they sing, they de- 
claim against each other ; and their peculiar traits are characterized 
in masterly style. At last a balance is brought, and separate verses 
of each poet are weighed against each other. Notwithstanding all 
the efforts of Euripides to produce jjonderous lines, those of JE%- 
chylus always make the scale of his rival to kick the beam. Bac- 
chus in the mean time has become a convert to the merits of jEschy- 
lus, and although he had sworn to Euripides to take him back with 
him to the upper world, he dismisses him with a parody of one of 
his own verses in the Hippohjtus : 

"My tongue hath sworn, I however make choice of ^schylus." 

Consequently .^schylus returns to the living world, and resigns 
the tragic throne in his absence to Sophocles. The scene is first 
laid at Thebes ; afterwards it changes to the nether shore of the 
Acherusian lake; and finally to the infernal world, with the palace 
uf Pluto in the background. 
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[Scene — the front of Hercules' lemple.'\ 

Bacchus,' Xanthias — [the former with the lion's skin of 
Hercules throton over his usual effeminate attire, and armed 
with that hero's cluh ; the latter mounted on an ass, and 
carrying their travelling baggage on the end of a pole^. 

Xan. Shall I say some of the w&u^A jokes, master, at which 
the spectators always laugh." 

Bag. Yes, by Jove, whatever you please, except "I am 
burdened ;"^ but beware of this, for it is by this time utterly 
sickening to me.' 

Xan. Nor any thing else facetious ? 



' Bacchus is introduced very properly as the person in quest of 
a poet, since at his festival so man)' Athenian dramas, and this 
among the rest, were performed. It served also, as Frischlinus ob- 
serves, to avert indignation from the head of the comedian, should 
any arise in the populace at this unsparing ridicule of their favour- 
ite Euripides. Of the Lenaean festival more will be said hereafter. 

^ It appears from this scene, that a custom prevailed among the 
inferior dramatic poets at Athens, of introducing servants laden 
with baggage, whose sole business it was to complain, and whose 
wc StXitoiiai, and i)Q ir«?o/ia(, were catchwords similar in their effects 
to those so ably exposed by Mr. Gifford in his Baviad. 

' It is but justice to observe, that Aristophanes has himself, in 
more places than one, been guilty of the very fault he here inveighs 
against. See Lysist. 255, 314. The Scholiast mentions another 
passage from the Thesmophoriazusa Secundce, Fragm. viii. (ed. Din 
dorf), wg Sid ye tovto tovttoq ov Svvafiat ^^peiv 
aKEVrj roaavra, xai rov uJ^ov ^XiSofiat. 

* " Das ist verbraucht bis zum Ucherdruss." Vroysen. Comp 
Liddell's Lex. in voc. xo\i). 
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Bac. Except, "How I am afflicted!" 

Xan. What then ? shall I say what is very laughable ? 

Bac. Aye, by Jove, boldly : that thing only ' take care yo« 
eay not 

Xan. What? 

Bac. That with shifting the yoke ^yrom one shoulder to 
the other, you desire to ease yourself. 

Xan. Nor that I shall break wind with carrying so great 
a load upon me, unless some one shall remove it ? 

Bac. Nay, do not, I beseech you, except when I am about 
to vomit. 

Xan. Then what occasion' was there that I should carry 
this baggage, if I am to do none of those things which 
Phrynichus'' is accustomed to do, and Lycis, and Amipsias ? 
They are always carrying baggage in Comedy.* 

Bac. Don't do so then ; for whenever, being a spectator, I 
see any of these stage tricks, I come away older by more than 
a year.^ 

Xan. this thrice-unlucky neck then ! because it is dis- 
tressed, but must not utter what is laughable. 

' Comp. Eccles. 258. For this exhortative use of ojrwc, see note 
on Lys. 316. 

' Cf. Eccles. 833. Phcenissae, Fragm. iii., (ed. Dindorf,) and note 
on Lys. Z\2. 

' "What's the use, then, 

Of my being burthen'd here with all these bundles, 
If I 'm to be deprived of the common jokes 
That Phrynichus, and Lycis, and Amipsias 
Allow the servants always in their Comedies, 
Without exception, when they carry bundles? " Frere. 

• These were comic poets contemporary with Aristophanes. The 
first gained the second prize with his Muses when the present 
comedy was brought upon the stage. Amipsias had gained the first 
prize over our author's first edition of tlie Clouds; and, again, over 
(lis Aves. 

• This line is bracketed by Dindorf as spurious. Brunck's method 
of construing it makes the construction solecistic ; for irotew is not 
construed with a dative in Attic Greek. See Dawes, M. C. p. 334. 
Elmsl. Med. 1271. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 123. Wherever the dative 
is found with ttoiew, it is the " Dativus Commodi." See -Krueer, 
Gr. Gr. § 46, 12, obs. 3. 

• The Scholiast quotes the following line from Homer as an illus- 
tration of this : 

4Ji^a yip iv KUKoTtiTt jSporot KaraytipdaKovciv. Cf. vs. 91, t'n/ra 
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Bac. Then is not this insolence and much conceit, when t, 
who am Bacchus, son of — a wine-jar,' am walking myself, nnd 
toiling, while I let him ride, in order that he might not be' 
distressed or carry a burden ? 

Xan. Why, do I not carry ? 

Bag. Why, how do you carry, who are carried ? 

Xan. Because I carry these.' 

Bac. In what way ? 

Xan. Very heavily. 

Bac. Does not the ass then carry this weight which you 
carry ? 

Xan. Certainly not what I hold and carry ; no, by Jove ! 

Bac. Wliy, how do you carry, who are yourself carried by 
another ? 

Xax. I know not ; but this shoulder of mine is burdened. 

Ba.c. Do you then, since you deny that the ass assists you, 
in your turn take up and carry the ass. 

Xan. Ah me, miserable ! Why was I not at the sea-fight ?* 
Of a truth I would have bid a long farewell to you.''' 

' Where he should have said " son of Jove," contrary to expecta- 
tion, he calls himself "son of a wine-jar." The vessel here men- 
tioned occurs also in the Lysistrata, 196 : and that in which the 
portion of manna was set apart by the children of Israel as a me- 
morial is called by the Septuagint ardfivos, Exod. xxvi. 33. 

^ Matthia (after Reisig) remarks, " The optative seems to express 
that Dionysus hai-this intention when first he let Xanthias mount." 
Kriiger supposes that along with the principal tense u past tense 
also is present to the mind at the same time. Such casKS ought 
rather to be explained in conformity with the proper nature of the 
optative, i. e. a mood expressitig the thoughts of some (me different from the 
speaker. Cf. note on Eqnit. vs. 135. Here I refer it to the scheming 
of the lazy Xanthias to bring this about. Cf. Aves, 45, 1524. Ec- 
eles. 347. Pax, 32. Soph. Col. 11. Elect. 760. Eur. Iph. T. 1218. 

^ i. e. TO. arpht^aTa. 

' At the sea-fight at Arginusfe the slaves (who had distinguislied 
themselves by their bravery) were presented with their freedom. 
This practice of arming slaves was not peculiar to Athens, since we 
find from Plutarch that Cleomenes armed two thousand Helots to 
oppose the Macedonian Leucaspidae, in his war with that people 
and the Achseans; and the Helots were also present at the battle 
of Marathon, according to Pausanias. In Rome also, though it was 
highly criminal, as Virgil, Mn. ix. .547, tells us, for slaves to enter 
the army of tlicir masters, yet, after the battle of Cannae, eight thou- 
sand of them were armed, and, by their valour in subsequent 
actions," cjirned themselves liberty. 

' For lliis repetitio'' ff dv with an indUa'ii'o cf. Aves, 1593. Ly». 
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Bac. Dismount, you scoundrel, for now I go' near tlsh 
door, wliitlier I was first to betake myself. [^Knocks violenth) 
at the door.'] Little boy, boy, I say,'' boy ! \_Xan(hias din- 
mounts from his ass.2 

Her. (from within). Who knocked at the door ? How 
Centaur-like* he rushed at it, whoever he is. [ /'he door 
opens, and Hercules comes out.'] Tell me, what's this?* 

Bac. {addressing Xanthias). Boy !^ 

Xan. What's the matter ? 

Bac. Did you not observe ? 

Xan. What? 

Bac. How exceedingly he was afraid of me. 

Xan. Yes, by Jove, lest yon should be mad. 

Hei!. {aside). By Ceres, I certainly am not able " to re- 
frain from laughing, though I bite my lips ; nevertheless 1 
laugh. 

Bac. My good sir, come forward ; for I have some need 
of you. 

Her. {trying to suppress his laughter). I am not able 
to drive away my laughter, when I see a lion's skin lying 
upon a saffron-coloured robe.' What's your purpose ? Why 

361,511; Thuc. viii. 96 ; Eur. Ale. 96; Hippol. 497 ; Soph. El. 441, 
697; Antig. 468, 680, 884; Ajax, 1144. See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 276. 
lleim. Vig. n. 283. 

' For tifii PaSii^MV, see Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 56, 3, obs. 3. 

' See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 38, 4, obs. 5. . 

' The simile is well chosen for the character of Hercules, who 
had himself witnessed the insolence of which he speaks. Accord- 
ing to, the Scholiast, this is ironically spoken by Hercules, as if 
Bacchus had been unable, through weakness and effeminacy, to 
strike the door violently. Plant. Trucnl. ii. 2, 1, Quis illic est, qui 
tarn proterve nostras cedes arietat > With oirrif we ought, strictly speak- 
ing, to supply the requisite form of the preceding verb (ir^Xaro). 
See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 51, 15, 1. 

* Comp. Vesp. 183, 1509; Aves, 859, 1030, 1495; Lvs. 350. 445: 
Pint. 1097. 

= Comp. vs. 271, 521, 608, infra; Aves, 665, 1581, 1628; Equit. 
1389; Vesp. 935; Eccles. 128, 734, 737, 739, 833; Kriiger's Gr. Gr- 
§ 45, 2, obs. 6, and § 50, 8, obs. 3. 

• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 11. 

' So also in the Thesmoph. 143, Agathon is described as wearing 
B saffron vest, which wa« % majK of effeminacy among the Romani 
also. 
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htt/e the buskin and club' come together ? Whltlior in tlie 
world have you been abroad ? 

Bac. 1 embarked on board the Clisthenes.^ 

Her. And fought at sea ? 

Bag. And we sunk either twelve or thirteen ships of tSie 
enemy too.^ 

Her. You two ? 

Bag. Yea, by Apollo ! 

Her. " And then I awoke." ^ 

Bag. And indeed, as I was reading the Andromeda to my- 
self* on board the ship, suddenly a desire smote my heart, 
you can't think how vehemently.'' 

Her. Desire ? How great ' a one ? 

Bag. a little one : as big as Molon.* 

Her. For a woman ? 

' Comp. note on Thesm. 139. 

" He speaks of the effeminate Clisthenes as if he were a ship of that 
name. He iiad probably fitted out and manned a ship as Trierarch 
for the expedition to Arginiisae. He is introduced in the Thesmo- 
phoriazusa, vs. 574, as a very woman in manners and character, and 
warns the Athenian ladies of the knavery of Euripides and Mnesi- 
lochus. Cf. Lys. 1092; Thesm. 235 ; Nub. 355; Aves, 831. 

' " AVlienever Kal — yi is used in answers, it adds something new, 
and more important than the preceding ; answering to the Latin 
afqiie adeo.** Enger. 

• The battle of Arginusae had but just taken place, and, as usual, 
tlve most worthless fellows, who had been compelled to engage in it, 
were making themselves out each the hero of the day. Hercules, 
who would put a stop to Bacchus's vaunts, replies to him with the 
usual conclusion of those who relate their dreams. In the Cyclops 
of Euripides, Silenus, tlie mythological attendant of Bacchus, is 
boasting of some exploit against a giant, and, at the end, asks 
himself, doubtingly, whether it be not a dream. " A polite way of 
telling people that they have been romancing. It is remarked by 
the German translators, Conz and Welcker, that their ancestors 
had a similar proverbial mode of expression, used for a similar pur- 
])Ose, ««(^ mit dem erwacht Ich,** Mitcliell, 

' Plato, (ap. Athen. i. p. 5, B.,) tovtI SuXOiiv ^ovKojxai to /3i;8\iov 
irpof ifiavTov. Cf. Eccles. 931. 

• Comp. Acharn. 12, 24; Nub. 881; Eccles. 399; Plut. 742; 
Monk, Hippol. 448; Hermann, Nub. 878. 

• hee note on Equit. 1324. Cf. Blomf. Pers. 340. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
} 51, 16, obs. 3. 

' Didymus relates that there were two of this name at Athena, 
one an actor, the other a robber. " Molon wag remarkable for hit 
bulk and stature." Frere, 
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Bac. Certainly not. 

Her. For a boy, then ? ' 

Bac. By no means. 

Her. For a man, then ? 

Bac. Faugh ! 

Her. Have you been with Clisthenes ? 

Bac. Do not mock me, brother, for^ I am distressed ; such 
a desire utterly undoes me. 

Her. Of what sort, my little brother ? 

B^C. I am not able to tell it ; yet certainly ^ will I declare 
it to you in a riddle.'' Did you ever* suddenly desire pea- 
soup ? 

Her. Pea-soup? bless me I ten thousand times in my 
life. 

Bac. Shall I teach you thoroughly the truth" of the matter, 
or shall I declare it in some other way ? 

Her. Nay, do not about the pea-soup at least ; for I under- 
stand tliat instance very well. 

Bac. Therefore such a longing for Euripides consumes 



Her. And that too' when he is dead? 
Bac. And no man could persuade me, so as not to go to 
fetch him.* 

Her. To Hades below ? 

' For this use of aX\a, cf. note on Lys. 193. 

^ See note on Nub. 232. 

' 8;ju)c yi ixivToi, attamen eerie. See Hermann, Vig. n. 337. 

' See Eniip. Rhesus, 754. yEsch. Again. 1192. Choeph. 887. 

• In the Peace, 841, Hercules is laughed at for his voracity, 
which the complaints of the hostesses in this play abundantly testify. 
Bacchus, therefore, wlien lie would give Iiis brother tlie strongest 
idea of his passion for Euripides, reminds him of his own for the 
iTvos, which was made of boiled pulse, and the proper diet of the 
brave in tight, according to the Scholium. For ijcrj, see note on 
Equit. 869. 

' " Shall I state the matter to you plainly at once. 

Or put it circumlocutorily ?" /•>«•«, who adds 

in his note, " A ridicule of the circuitous preambles to confidential 
communication in tragedy," ik^iWo-kw is the present subjunctive. 
The Greeks do not use a present indicative in this kind ^f con- 
struction. Comp. Soph. Trach. 972. Eur. Ion, 711. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Or. § 51, 7, obs. 11. 

' Sp.' Krii;.nv, Gr. Gr. § 67, 12, obs. ti ; and for iiri, ibid. 5 69, 42. 
obs. 2. 
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Bag. Aye, and, by Jove, lower still, if there be aught ftill 



ower. 



Her. With 2 what intent ? 

Bag. I want a clever poet, " for' some are no longer alive, 
and others who are living, are bad." 

Her. What then, is not* lophon alive? 

Bag. Why, to be* sure this is even the only good thing 
still remaining, if indeed even this be good ; lor I don't know ' 
tor certain even how this is. 

Her. Do you not mean, then, to bring up Sophocles,' who 
is before* Euripides, if you must bring one from thence? 

Bag. Not before I shall have taken lophon alone by him- 
self, and tried him, what he can do without Sophocles. And 
besides, Euripides, as he is roguish, would even attempt to run 
away hither along with me, while the other is easy here, and 
easy there.^, 

Hee. But Where's Agathon ? '" 

' Plut. 397, £' ^' icTiv i'rtpoe Tiq TiouHOuv, Tov 'iripov. 
' Comp. Lys. 480, 487. 

" The Scholiast observes that this is a hemistich from Kuripides. 
The seventy-second line is also from the CEneus of that tragedian. 

* lophon was the son of Sophocles and Nicostrate. The praises 
bestowed on him here, however, are considerably qualified by what 
follows after, whence it would appear that Sophocles' children wore 
net content with their attempt to wrest his personal fortune from 
him, hut extended their rapacity to his literary property after his 
death. The Scholiast mentions a play of that tragedian, in which 
this undutiful son is introduced as bringing the action against his 
father, which was refuted by the recital of tlie (Edipus Coloneui, 
C'ic. de Henectute. 

" See Hermann, Vig. ii. 299. 

' Anticipation. Cf. vs. 79; Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § (il, 6, obs. 1 ; and 
note on Nub. vs. 1148. 

' See Monk, Ale. 25. Hippol. 1148. Cf. vs. 863, infra. 

' "There appears to be a studied ambiguity in the expression." 
Mitchell. 

• iv9dSe, the upper world, iKtl, the lower world. Cf. Soph. Ant. 75 ; 
Aj. 1389. Plato, Apol. p. 41, C. 

'" Agathon was the contemporary of Euripides, &c-, and is men- 
tioned by Aristotle in terms of praise for his delineation of the 
character of Achilles, which Tyrwhitt supposes to have been intro- 
duced into his tragedy of Telephua. See Arist. de Poet. cap. xxviii. 
From the fragments which remain of this author, it appears that lii» 
style was replete with ornament, particularly antithesis. See Eth. 
Nith. vi. 5. Athen. v. p. 185, A. Thesm. 60. Thesm. Sucuiid 
Vragm i. "He was not dead, as might be supposLil, liut liad le- 
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Bac. He has left me and gone, a good ' poet, and much re- 
gretted by his friends.* 

Hee. Whither in the world is the poor fellow^ gone? 

Bac. To the banquet of the blest. 

Her. And Xenocles ? ■• 

Bac. By Jove, may he perish utterly. 

Her. And Pythangelus?' 

Xan. (aside). But no account^ made of me, though I am so 
dreadfully galled in my shoulder. 

Her. Are there not therefore here more than ten thousand 
other mere lads who compose tragedies, more loquacious' than 
Euripides by more than a stadium ? * 

Bac. These are small fry, and chatter-boxes, "twittering- 
places of the swallows,"'* disgraces to the art, who vanish 
speedily, if only they receive a chorus, after having once 
piddled upon tragedy.'" But a poet of creative powers you 
could no longer find," if you searched, who uttered a noble 
expression. 

tired to Macedonia, to the court of king Archelaus." Droysen 
See Athenoeus, xv. p. 673, F. 

' A pun upon his name. ' Eur. Phoen. 324, ^ ■jroSiivbg fiXois 

^ Eur. El. 231, irov yrjq 6 T\{jfituv rXrifiovaQ tpvyaQ tx*^v. 

' Xenocles was the son of Carcinus, and obtained the prize against 
the Alexander, Palamedes, Troades, and Sisyphus of Euripides. See 
note on Nub. 1272. Cf. Thesm. 169, 440. Vesp. 1501. 

* This poet has sunk into the oblivion his poetry probably de- 
served. " "But nobody thinks of me." Frere. 

' This fault is again noticed in Euripides, i ■!. 1101, and is remarked 
by Plutarch also, De Aud. Poet. p. 45, (vi. 163. Reisk.) 

' Comp. vs. 18, TrXiiv r) 'viavTtfi ■jrpiafiuTfpoQ. Nub. 430, tCiv 'EX- 
\riyuiv hardv aradiowiv apiaToq. Alexis ap. Athen. p. 638, C., vtiipag 

IpOfitfJ KpetTTtiJV. 

' JThis expression occurs in the Akmena of Euripides, Fragm. ii., 
and points at once to the garrulity and barbarisms of the poets 
alluded to. Virgil mentions the first, Geor. iv. 307, as an attribute 
of the swallow; and the latter we may gather from the interpreta- 
tion of the DodoniEan pigeon by Herodotus, ii. 57, where he says, 
" as long as she (the Egyptian) spoke in a foreign language, slie 
appeared to them (the natives) to utter the sounds of a bird." Such 
was the opinion passed upon our own tongue by Charles V. 

'■" " Necdum enim rjnt adeo validi, ut cum ea rem habere possint 
eo successu, quo gaudere Solent oi yovi/toi. De Tragoedia, tanquam 
de meretriee, loquitur, quae amatoribus poetis copiam sui facit. Sic 
Equit. 517." Brunck. 

" iroiqrqv div obx ivpoig ^ifTdv av. Matthia (Gr. Gr. $ 598, b , i 
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Hek. How creative ? 

Bag. So creative as to utter ' some such venturous phrase 
as "^ther, little mansion ^ of Jove," or "Foot of time," or 
"The mind which was not willing to swear by the victims, 
and the tongue which swore apart from the mind." 

Her. Do these please you ? 

Bag. Nay, but^ they please me to more than madness. 

Her. Of a surety'' they are knavish tricks, as appears 
even to you. 

Bag. Do not direct* my mind; for you have a house of 
your own. 

Her. And yet absolutely they appear most villanous. 

Bag. Teach me to dine.** 



600, 5) and Mitchell imagine that in this kind of formulas one d» 
belongs to the optative, the other to the pai-ticiple, so that the pan- 
ticiple is thereby ^= li c. optativo. More accurate grammarians have 
very properly rejected this as a monstrosity, and recognise in such 
constructions merely the usual repetition of av with an optative, as 
in Thesm. 196. Moreover a participle almie by itself is constantly 
used as a protasis =fi c. optativo, as may be seen ap. Kriiger, Gr. § 
56, 11 ; Matthia, § 566, 4; Jelf, § 697, b. A good example is Eur. 
Ph. 514. _ 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 13, obs. 10. Bernhardy recognises in 
these constructions a sort of climax. Mitchell very aptly compares 
Longin. xxxii. 3, «t ctl TrapaKEKivSwevTiKbirspov tl Xe^at. 

- This line is from the Melanippe of Euripides, and quoted cor- 
rectly in the Thesm. 272, although here the comedian's malice or 
forgetfulness has led him to render it more ridiculous by the sub- 
stitution of finfiaTiov for olKtimv. The expression, "foot of time," 
is in the Baccha, 876. Cf. Alex. Fragm. xxi. The passage which 
follows is a paraphrase of the celebrated line in the Hippolytus, vs. 
608 ; see Thesm. 275. Cicero both translates and applauds it in 
the Offices, iii. 29. 

' See note on Thesm. vs. 646, C. Cf. vss. 745, 751, infra. Ach. 458. 

' One would hardly have thought it necessary to assure the 
merest tyro, that r\ iirjv never did, and never could under any cir- 
cumstances, signify nihilominus tamen; oKX itnav yevoir' &v 7167J. 
Those who cannot judge for themselves may consult Hermann's 
ote on Eur. Ale. 64. " Profecto inepta aunt, vel tejudice." Brunch. 

' " Rule not my thoughts ; thou'rtmasterof thine own." i)wn«((T. 
A parody on the followmg line of the Andromeda of Euripides, 
fi-q rbv ifibv o'ikh vovv' i-yw yap dpKeffut. 

' " Ne sutor ultra crepidam." Hercules was a great glutton, and 
might therefore be supposed to understand the art which Bacchi..a 
recommends him to teach. He therefore says, "confine your ia- 
•tractions to gastronomy ; it's something that you understand.'' 

2 11 
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Xan. {nside). But iio account of me. 

Bac. But tell me these, for the sake of which ' I have come 
with this dress, in imitation of you, that you might tell me 
your entertainers, if I should want them, whom you made use 
of at that time when you went to fetch Cerberus, the har- 
bours, bakers' shops, brothels, resting-places, lodging-houses, 
springs, roads, cities, rooms, hostesses, and where there are 
fewest bugs. 

Xan. (aside). But no account of me. 

Her. Oh rash ! why, will you dare to go ? 

Bac. And do you too say nothing further to this, but tell 
me about the roads, how we may soonest arrive at Hades be- 
low ; and tell me neither a hot nor a very cold zvay. 

Hee. Come now, which of them shall I tell you first ? 
"Which ?^ for there is one wai/ by a rope and a bench, if you 
hang yourself. 

Bac. Have done, you tell me a choking one. 
^ Her. But there is a compendious and well-beaten^ path, 
that through a mortar. 

Bac. Do you mean hemlock ? 

Hee. Certainly. 

Bac. Aye, a cold and chilly one, for it immediately be- 
numbs * the shins. 

Hee. Would you have me tell you a spei^dy and down-hill 
road ? 

Bac. Yes, by Jove, for I am not good at walking. 

Her. Creep down then to the Ceramicus.^ 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 11. = Cf. Nub. 79. 

' The reader will perceive the pun. Plato, Plised. p. 116, "And 
let some one bring in the poison, if it has been pounded, if not, let 
him beat it up." And again, p. 117, " And after he had pounded 
it for a considerable time, he came with the person who was to give 
the poison to Socrates, bringing it .beaten in a cup." 

* This is Plato's account of the effects of hemlock: Phasd. p. 118, 
" And then having violently squeezed his foot, he asked him [So- 
crates] if he felt it ; but he said, no : and after this again his shins ; 
and then he came up to us and told us that Socrates was becoming 
chilled and benumbed." 

' The Ceramici were two districts, one within the walls of Athens, 
the other without. The latter is here meant. The former was an 
insignificant part of the town, and the resort of the lowest and moRt 
ptofligate of its inhabitants; the latter, however, was famous on 
many accounts, especially as the burying-place of deceased var- 
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Bac. And what then ? 

Her. When you have mounted on the lofty tower — 

Bac. What must I do ? 

Her. Look out thence for the torch to be thrown down 
and then, when the spectators call to fling it, do you, too, 
fling ' yourself — 

Bac. Whither? 

Her. Down. 

Bac. But I should destroy the two membranes^ of mj 
brain : I could not travel this way. 

Her. What then? 

Bac. That whereby you then descended.' 

Her. But the voyage is long ; for you will ijnmediately 
come to a large lake, altogether bottomless. 

Bac. How then shall I get across ? 

Her. An old sailor-man will carry you over in a little boat 
only so big, when he has received two obols'' as his fare. 

Bac. Ha ! what a mighty power the two obols have every 
where ! How came they thither, too ? * 

riors : see Thucyd. ii. Of the celebration of the torch-race, men- 
tioned by Herod. 8, as consecrated to Vulcan, with whom other 
writers join Minerva and Prometheus, more will be found in the 
note on vs. 1087 of this play. Cf. Vesp. 1203. Kuster says that the 
torch thrown from the tower was a signal for starting: Meursius 
understands each of the competitors to receive a torch from thence. 
" Hercules s[)eak<: as one standing on a higher ground than the 
place alluded to." Miirhell. 

' Cf. Ach. 1001. Nub. 1080. Equit. 1187. This usage must not be 
confounded with that noticed in the note on vs. 169. 

'' ©pi'ov is properly a fig-leaf, but applied to the membranes of the 
head, according to the Scholiast, from their resemblance to the 
foliage of the fig-tree. 

' Eur. Electr. 1041, IrpcipBriv ijvTrtp ijv iropivaijiov. Orest. 1251, 
UTiJTt T-qvS' afia^rifiri TpijSov. Herod, viii. 121, livai ti)v /iinoyatnv. 
See Kriiger, Gr. Or. § 46, 6, obs. 2. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 115. 

* In other mythological authorities Charon is said to be con- 
tented with a single obol, but the comedian increases his fare to 
two, for the purpose of introducing a sneer at that part of Solon's 
legislation, which, in the words of Mr. Mitchell, " made the country 
a nation of judges, or, to use the original term, a nation oidicasts.' 
" Aiif einem nur so grossen Nachen setzet dich 
Ein alter Fiihrmann iiber fiir zwei Obolen Lohn." Droyten. 
* " Wie kamen sie auch dort?" Droyien. 
«wf icai qXBirriv; would be somewhat different 
2 M 2 
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Hek, Theseus brought them. After this you will see 
snakes, and innumerable wild beasts most dreadful. 

Bac. Do not try • to astound, or put me in a fright, for 
you wiU not dissuade me. 

Her. Then you will see abundant mud,^ and ever-flowing 
ordure ; and^ people lying in this, if any where any one ha* 
ever wronged his guest,* or appropriated the wages of pros- 
titution, or beaten his mother, or struck his father's cheek, 
or sworn a false oath, or if any have transcribed a passage of 
Morsimus.^ 

Bag. Yea, by the gods, in addition to these also there 
ought to have been, if any one learnt the Pyrrhic dance of 
Cinesias." 

Her. After that the breath of flutes shall encompass you, 
and you shall see a most beautiful light, as here,'' and myrtle 
groves, and happy bands of men and women,* and abundant 
clapping of hands. 

' See Person and Schafer on iiur. Ph. 79 ; Hermann, Vig. n. 161. 

' Plato mentions this, Phaedon, 81, — "That whoever comes to 
hell uninitiated in the mysteries, or unatoned for by sacrifice, shall 
lie in mud." See also ^sch. Eum. 269 ; Virg. jEn. vi. 608. 

' See note on Lys. 556. 

* Aristophanes had in his mind jKsch. Eum. 259. 

' Morsimus was a rival of Aristophanes in the drama, and is 
mentioned by him in the Knights, vs. 401, where the chorus wishes, 
as the strongest and deepest curse that could visit them, if ever 
they forget their liatred to Cleon, that th^y may be compelled to 
" sing a part in a tragedy of Morsimus." Cf. Pax, 801 ; Aves, 281, 
where he is called " son t/* Philocles." 

' A native of Thebes, son of Meles, a player on the cithara, and 
a dithyrambic poet. He was so thin and weak, as to be obliged to 
support himself by slays made of lime-tree wood. See Aves, 1378 ; 
Ran. 1437. His dirty habits are alluded to in Eceles. 330. In 
Aves, 1372, he appears in the character of a begging poet. Span- 
heim produces a passage from Athenseus, itself a fragment of a 
lost play called Gerytades, and written by Aristophanes, in which, 
among the persons who, for their leanness and ghost-like appear- 
ance, were to be sent to hell on an embassy, is enumerated Cinesias, 
—airb KVKkiKiov. See Aristoph. Fragm. 198, ed. Dindorf. The 
Pyrrhic dance, required the Orthian strain, according to Athenseus. 

■ See note on vs. 82. " A brilliant sun was probably shining at 
the time over the theatre when the words were uttered." Mitchell. 
See Schlegel Dram. Lit. p. 53, 57; Pindar Thren. Fragm. i., roiff. 
XafiTTU fiiv ^kvoQ dtXiov rdv Iv^aSi vvktu Karu). Virg. S^n vi. 6tO, 
" Largior hie campos aether et lumine vestit purpureo." 

• As a similar instance of asyndeton. Kustei- cites Soph. AntiR 
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Bag. But who, pray, are these ? 

Heu. The initiated — ' 

Xan. (aside). By Jove, I am certainly the ass^ tliat carries 
the mystic implements. But I will not hold thesis any' 
longer. [ Throws his baggage on the grouiid.'] 

Her. — who will tell you every thing wliatuver you Avant. 
For they dwell* very near along the very road, by Pluto's 
gates. And now fare you well, brother.* [Hercules goes in 
and shuts the door.^ 

Bag. Yea, by Jove, and fare you well also ; but do you 
{^to Xanthius) take up the baggage again. 

Xan. Before I have laid them down even ? 

Bag. Aye, and very quickly, let me tell you ! 

Xan. Nay, do not, I beseech you, but hire some one oi 
those who are being carried forth to burial, who is going on 
this errand.^ 

Bag. But if I should not be able ? 

Xan. Then let me take^ them. \_A funeral procession 
with a dead body on a bier crosses the stage."] 

1079, dvipdv, yvvaiKwv KiaKifiaTa. See Kiiiger, Gi". Gr. § 59, 1, 
obs. I. 

' Virg. /En. vi. 638. This alludes to an idea prevalent throughout 
(ireece, but especially in Athens, that the Mystae were to enjoy 
their time in the Elysian fields after death, crowned with myrtles, 
and possessed of all possible happiness. Euripides, in his Here. 
Fur. 612, mentions the initiation of Hercules as a preliminary step 
to his descent into hell. To those who have time and opportunity 
for its perusal, the ingenious attempt of Df. Warburton to prove 
Virgil's sixth book a description of the Eleusinian mysteries will 
most probably afford a more copious account of that festival than 
can be here given. Div. Leg. 2. 

' These animals, says the Scholium, were used for carrying the 
necessary adjuncts to the performance of the mysteries from Athens 
to Eleusis ; they were often over-laden, and from this circumstance 
arose the proverb used by Xanthias, as indicating any intolerable 
burden. 

^ Thuc. iv. 117, Is TovirXtioi xpoJ'ov. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 2, 
obs. 8 ; § 50, 4, obs. 13. This is the only passage in Aristoplianes 
where this phrase is found. 

' "Denn ihre Wohnung haben sie dort zu allernachst 
Und dicht am Wege, der zu Plutons Pforte fiihijt. " Droyaen, 

• Eur. Hippol. 1451, x"'"' TroXXajuoi, rrartp. 

* Eur. Bacch. 965, Ini t6S' fpxo/ia(. 

"Der in den Wurf dir grade kommt" Droysen. 
' " The infinitive \ras also used absolutely — certainly without nny 
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Bag. You say weL ; for they are carrying forth ' some 
dead man here." Hollo you ! You, I say ! you,^ the dead 
man ! Fellow, will you carry some small baggage to Hades ? 

Dead Man. About'' how many? 

Bac. These here. 

D. M. Will you pay two drachmae ^ as my pay? 

Bac. No, by Jove, but less. 

D. M. (to the bearers). Go you slowly on your way.^ 

Bac. Stay, my good sir, if I may possibly make' a bargain 
with you. 

D. M. Unless you will pay two drachmae, don't talk, 

Bac. Take nine obols. 

D. M. Then may I come to life again ! \_Funeral pro- 
cession moves on."] 

Xan. How' haughty the accursed fellow is ! Won't he 
smart for it? I'll go myself. \^Takes up the haggagt 
again.] 

Bac. You are a good and noble fellow. Let us go to the 
boat. \_Here the scene changes^ to the banks of the Styx.'] 

Charon. Avast ! '" put to shore ! 

ellipsis— for the denoting of a wish, {optatively,) as a kind of invoca- 
tion, which may also express merely a person's liking. The subject 
in this case stands in the accusatme. jEschylus, Stoi iroXTrai, fi.i] /ii 
lovXtiag Tvxfiv. Aristophanes, fiiaSibiaai rtva. A. idv Se firi Ixt" ; S. 
Tore fi' dytiv." Krvger. See his Grammar, § 55, 1, obs. 4, and obs. 
5. Of course we must not confound such as these with the in- 
finitive = imperative. Cf. vss. 887, 891. Eccles. 1107. Pax, 551. 
Aves, 448. 

' The following dialogue may remind us of the concluding scene 
in Bombastes Furioso, which subsequent productions of a similar 
nature have imitated. 

' Comp. Vesp. 182, 205, 1415. Pax, 840. Aves, 287, 279. 

» Comp. iEsch. Prom. 980. Eur. Bacch. 910 ; iVIed. 273. Soph. 
Ant. 270. Hermann, Vig. n. 341. 

* See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 16, obs. 6. 

' The Attic drachma v/as six obols. Bacchus, therefore, offers 
him three-fourths. 

* " Bearers, move on." Frere. ' See note on vs. 14t)0. 

' Plut. 275, lis ai/ivbg oviriTpiirTog. Cf. Eur. Hippol. 92, 492, 
961, 1067. 

" A pompous rascal ! Won't he pay for't? Well ! 
I'll e'en proceed and carry it myself." Dunster. 

* Se£ Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p 161. 

Mr. Mitchell has ob»ei'ved »hat tho nautical language o*" Ih-: 
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Xajs. {gazing at (he Sti/x with astonishment). What's this ? 

Bag. By Jove, this ' is that lake of which he was telling 
us ; and 1 see a boat too. 

Xan. Aye, by Neptune, and see here 's Charon too ! 

Bac. Hail, Charon ! hail, Charon ! hail, Charon ! 

Cha. Who is bound to the resting-»lace from miseries* 
and troubles? who to the plain of Lethe, or to an ass-shear - 
ing,3 or to the Cerberians,* or to the crows, or to Ta;- 
narus ?° 

Bac. I. 

Cha. Get on board quickly. 

Bao. Where d'ye tliink you sliall puL^ in? to the crows 
really ? 

Cha. Yi""!, by Jove, as far as you are concerned.'' Now, 
get on board, 

Athenians was not very musical, as neither our own formerly or at 
present. 

' See Kriiger's important remarks on this construction, Gr. Gr. 
§ 61, 7, and note on Aves, 179. 

" Mitchell compares Plato, Legg. ii. p. 653, D. Soph. Phil. 878. 
Eur. Fragm. inc. civ. 

' " tf ovou 7r6icas = land of !W toAere." Mitchell. Itwas a common 
proverb, signifying impossibility, or rather what does not exist. In 
Greece, when any one attempted aught impossible, it was usual to 
.say to him, uvov iccipftg, " you are shearing an ass." 

* " People among whom Cerberus dwells, not without allusion to the 
Homeric Cimmerii." Mitchell. There were two nations of this 
name, one on the Palus Moeotis, who in the time of Cyaxares in- 
vaded Asia Minor, Herod, i. 6 ; another that dwelt on the western 
coast of Italy, and from their habits, such as concealing themselves 
in caves, &c., were supposed by the ancients to be denizens of 
hell. Homer, Virgil, and Milton have all availed themselves of 
this idea. 

' A dark place at the foot of Malea, a promontory of Laconia, 
the southern point of Europe. Neptune had a temple there, and 
for an offence against him, the earthquake which demolished Sparta 
was supposed to have happened. There was a cave at Tsenariis 
whence issued a black and unwholesome vapour, and this gave rise 
to tlie poetical fable of its being the passage through which Hercules 
dragged Cerberus. Virgil, Geor. iv. 467, mentions it as the road 
of Orpheus also. Cf. Eur. Here. F. 23; Cyclops, 292. 

" For similar uses of the simple verb in this sense Mitchell cites 
Soph. Phil. 305 ; Solon, Fragm. V. vs. 65. ' 

' Comp. Acharn. 386, 958. Nub. 422. Soph. Phil. 774. Euj". 
He!en. 1274. Krugsr, Gr. Gr. § 68, 19, obs 3. 
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Bac. Here, boj ! [^JBacchus gets into the boat.'] 

Cha. I carry no slave, unless he has been in the battle ' of 
the Carcasses. 

Xan. No, by Jove ; for I happened to have sore ^ eyes. 

Cha. Will you not then, pray, run round the lake, round 
about'* 

Xan. Where then shall I wait for you ? 

Cha. Near the stone of Auaenus,'' at the resting-places. 

Bac. D'ye understand ? 

Xan. Yes, certainly, I understand. Ah me, miserable ! 
what omen^ did I meet with as I left home? \_Xanthicts 
runs off.] 

Cha. {to Bacchus). Sit to your oar. [Bacchus goes and 
seats himself on the oar instead of at the oar.~\ If any one 
further is for sailing, let him make haste. \_To Bacchus.] 
Hollo you ! what are you doing ? 

Bac. What am I doing ? why, what else but sitting on the 
oar, where you bade me ? 

Cha. Will you not then, pray, sit down here, you fat-guts ? 

Bac. {seating himself). There. 

Cha. WiU you not then put forth your hands and stretch 
them out ? 

Bag. There. \_Makes a silly motion with his hands.] 

' The allusion is to the battle of Arginusae. " The sense is : nisi 
pugna navali interfuit et eo aibi libertatem paravit: ■Ktpi tiov xpeuv 
is said for Trtpi ruiv auiiiaruiv." Thiersch. According to Mitchell, 
Charon judges of the battle from his stand-point as ferryman, and 
therefore speaks of it only as the battle in which so many carcasses 
had io be recovered for the rites of sepulture. And this seems the 
most probable explanation. Herod, viii. 102, ayHvag SpojiiovTai 
TTtpi a(pkutv avTEoiv. , 

' Thiersch sup{)oses the allusion is to some Athenian of the day, 
who had made this excuse. For ov yap dXXa, see note on Nub. 232, 

^ " So lauf und lauf ' nur hurtig rings um den Teich herum ! " 

Droyten. 

* One of Aristophanes' equivoques, as auaivov is at the same time 
the imperative of avaivofiai = be Ihou withered. Cf. ^sch. Eum. 333 

* The superstition of the ancients respecting the objects that fell 
in their way on leaving their houses is well known. Potter has 
enumerated several, as an eunuch, a black, and an ape, or a snake 
lying in the road, so as to part the company. Of these Polls and 
Hippocrates '.lot the physician) are said to have written books. 
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Cha. Don't be playing the fool,' but row stoutfy with your 
feet against the stretcher.'^ 

Bac. Wliy, how then shall I be able to row, being inex- 
perienced and unused to the sea, and no ynhiminian ? 

CiiA. Very easily ; for you shall hear most delightful 
melodies, as soon as you once lay to your oar. 

Bag. From whom ? 

Cha. From swans, the frogs, wondrous ones. 

Bac. Kow give the time ! 

Cha. Yeo ho ! yeo ho ! 

Frogs. Brekekekex, coax, coax, brekekekex, coax, coax. 
Marshy offspring of the fountains, let us utter an harmonious 
strain of hymns, my sw^eet-sounding song, coax, coax, which 
we sung in Limnise^ around the Nysoean'' Bacchus, son of 
Jove, when the crowd of people rambling about in drunken 
revelry on the sacred festival of the Chytras, marched through 
my demesne. Brekekekex, coax, coax. 

Bac. I begin to have a pain in my bottom, you coax, coax. 
But you, no doubt,^ don't care. 

Frogs. Brekekekex, coax, coax. 

Bag. May you perish then together with your coaxi" for 
you are nothing else but coax. 

Frogs. Aye, justly, you busybody, for the Muses with 

' See note on vs. 299, mfra. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § S3, 7, obs. 5, and 
for ixt^v, ibid. § 56, 8, obs. 4-, and note on Aves, 341. 

-" Pull stoutly against the oar, going well back." Liddell. This 
can scarcely be the meaning. 

' A swampy district in the neighbourhood of the Acropolis, where 
was the temple of Bacchus, and where the Bacchic festival was 
celebrated. There is an allusion at the same time to the natural 
haunt of the Frogs. 

' Nysa is placed by some authors in Arabia, by others in iEthi- 
opia. It was, with another of the same name in India, consecrated 
to Bacchus, and here the god is said to have been educated by the 
nymphs of the place. His connexion v/ith it appears from his nama 
Dionysus. A probable derivation of this name is the Indian one, 
which deduces (it from Stvvoi and tiiau, king of Nysa. See Creuzei 
as cited ap. Mitchell, p. 413. 

' " Not /ortasce, but videlicet or prof ecto, as Schafer ad Long. p. 
SS7, teaches us. Cf. Plut. 358, 1058. Eur. Heraci 262." Thierich. 
"Freilich." Droysen. For obSiv iikkti, cf. Vesp. 1411. 
' " Hoi' euch rait eurem kex koax ! 
Ihr seid ja nichts «ls kex koax." Dropten. 
Coilip Pax, 1288. 'fhesin. 826. 
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beautiful lyre, and horn-footed ' Pan, wlio plays reed-sounded 
strains, have loved me, and the harper Apollo is still more 
delighted with me on account of the reed,^ wjiich, put under 
the lyre, living in the water, I nourish in marshes. Brekekekex, 
coax, coax. 

Bag. I have blisters, and my hinder-end has been sweating 
this long while, and then presently it will stoop and say 
"brekekekex, coax, coax." Come, O song-loving race, have 
done ! 

Fkogs. Nay, rather, we will sing the more, if ever on' 
sunny days we have leapt through gaUngal and sedge, de- 
lighting in strains of song with many a dive ; or at the bot- 
tom, avoiding the rain of Jove, have chanted* our varied 
watery choral music amid the noise of bursting bubbles. 
Brekekekex, coax, coax. 

Bag. (striking at them and splashing with his oar). I'll 
take^ this from you. 

Frogs. Then in truth we shall suffer dreadful things. 

Bag. But I more dreadful things, if I shall burst with 
rowing. 

Feogs. Brekekekex, coax, coax. 

Bag. a plague take you ! for I don't care. 

' This well-known piece of mythology is found in Homer's hymn 
to Pan, vs. 2. See Liddell's Lex. in voc. KipofiarriQ. 

'' The Limnae, or marshes in which the chorus resided, furnished 
this plant, for the use of which in making the ^op/tiyS we have 
Homer's testimony. Hymn to Mercury, 47. 

' " The rather loudly^ will we chant, I ween, 
For often we 've been singing, 
Beneath the sunbeam's golden sheen, 
Through sedge and duckweed springing. 

With gladsome strain i 

We plunge beneath, 
Safe from the rain, 
While the bubbles crack again. 
With the watery music of our breath — 

Croak! ci-oak ! croak!" Larken. 

♦ " x'pe'O" <p9cyyea9ai, a bold expression for inter saltandvm, siA- 
ttlimcium, cantare." Dindorf. 

' " Das werd' Ich euch benehmen schon ! " Droysen. 
' 7 take this hint, learn this lesson from you, i. e. you shall not have 
this brekekekesh koash koash entirely to yourselves. Bacchus here 
coiamences a counter- strain." MiicAell. 
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Frogs. Nay, assuredly, we will screech as loud as oui 
throats can compass,' throughout the day, brekekekex, coax, 
coax. 

Bac. In this you shall not conquer me. 

Frogs. Nor, assuredly, shall you us by any means. ^ 

Bac. Never shall you conquer me, for I will screech 
brekekekex, coax, coax, even if I must all the day, till I over- 
come your coax. [ The frogs suddenly cease croaking.'] I 
thought I should^ make you cease from your coax at last. 

Cha. Have done ! have done I put the boat to land with 
the oar ; step out ; pay your fare. 

Bac. Take* now the two obols. \_Bacchus steps out and 
Charon pushes off again.] 

Bac. Xanthias ! * where 's Xanthias ? ho, Xanthias ! " 

Xan. {from a distance^ Hollo ! ~' 

Bag. Come hither. \^Enter Xanthias.] 

Xan. Welcome, master.* 

Bac. What's the state of things there?* 

* Horn. II. xi. vs. 462, iiixjiv oaov «0aX^ X^^^ tptarog. 

' " One would scarcely believe, without the express declaration 
of the Scholiast, that the frogs remained invisible. Yet it a])pears 
to have been a constant practice that tiie chorus, whenever it was 
engaged otherwise than in its proper character — in the technical 
language of the theatre a parachoregema — should not be visible. A 
similar case occurs in Thesm. 100 foil." Dioysen. The present 
chorus of frogs is not the proper chorus, but the sjibordhiate cliorus. 
The proper chorus consists of the shades of the initiated. 

' Comp. Nub. 1301. Soph. Phil. 1083. Horn. II. xxii. 356. Od. 
xiii. 293. For this construction of iraita, comp. Eur. Troad. 1025. 
Bacch. 280. Soph. El. 798. 

* See note on Equit. 1384. ' Comp. note on vs. 40, supra. 

' According to Schlegel, the scene in the beginning is at Thebes, 
whence it changes to the banks of Aclieron, without Bacchus or 
Xanthias leaving the stage ; the hollow of the orchestra then be- 
comes the river he is to cross, he embarks at one end of the Logeum, 
(wliich was a platform comprehending the proscenium, and in fact 
all that part of the theatre occupied by the actors,) rows along the 
orchestra, and lands on the other end, coasting, as it were, the 
proscenium, &c. ; meantime the scene has again changed, and we 
are now presented with the infernal regions, and the palace, of 
Pluto in the centre. 

' The old stage direction makes this li'iliriiia rou avpiyiiov. 

' "Schiin willkommen, Herr! " Droysen. 

' •' Quid, qualia sunt, qtue illic (in those places where you 've b?en 
■»l now are^ habenturf" Dindorf. 

" Was gab s auf deinem wenej" Droyttn, 
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Xan. Darkness and mud. 

Bag. Then did you see any where there the parricides and 
the perjured, of whom he spoke to us ? 

Xan. And did not you ? 

Bag. Aye, by Neptune, did I ; and now, too, I see them. 
[ Turns and looks towards the audience.^ Come now, what 
shall we do ? 

Xan. It is best for us to go forward, for this is the place 
where he was saying the dreadful wild beasts were. 

Bag. How he shall smart for it ! ' He was humbugging, 
so that I might be frightened, as he knew me to be valiant, 
out of jealousy ; for there is nothing so self-conceited as Her- 
cules. But I should wish to fall in with one, and meet with 
an encounter worthy of my journey. 

Xan. Well now,^ by Jove, I hear some noise. 

Bag. {in a great fright'). Where, where is it ? 

Xan. From behind. 

Bag. Go behind. 

Xan. But it is in front. 

Bag. Then go in front. 

Xan. Well now, by Jove, I see a huge wild beast. 

Bag. What sort of a one ? 

Xan. Dreadful : at any rate it becomes of every shape ; at 
one time an ox, and now a mule, and at another time, again, 
a most beautiful woman. 

Bag. Where is she ? come, let me go to her. 

Xan. But, again, it is no longer a woman, but now it is 
a dog. 

Bag. Then it is the Empusa.* 

' " Oh confound him ; 

He vapour'd and talk'd at random to deter me 
From venturing. — He 's amazingly conceited 
And jealous of other people is Hercnles ; 
He reckon'd I should rival liim, and in fact 
(Since I 've come here so far) I should rather like 
To meet with an adventure in some shape." Frete. 
' " For numerous examples of Kai fi-qv, followed by oSe, or its cases, 
when a new personage approaches, see Quart. Rev. ix. p. 3.54." 
Mitchell. 

' "The Empusa, who is also spoken of (Eccles. 1066) as covered 
with bloody pustules, was a spectre sent by Hecate, who came 
across travellers, assumed all sorts of shapes, loved human flesh, — 
a Lamia." Welcker. Others suppose it to be Hecate herself, from 
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Xan At any rate her whole face blazes with fire. 

Bac. And she has a brazen leg. 

Xan. Aye, by Neptune, and the other, be well assured, in 
that of an ass.' 

Bac. Whither then can I betake myself ? 

Xan. And whither I ? 

Bac. (runs to the front of the stage). priest,'' preserve 
me, that I may be your boon companion. 

Xan. We shall perish, O king Hercules. 

Bag. Don't call me,' fellow, I beseech you, or pronounce 
my* name. 

Xan. O Bacchus, then. 

Bag. This name still less than the other. 

Xan. Go where you are going. Hither, hither, master ! 

Bag. AVhat's the matter ? 

Xan. Be of good courage : we are altogether prosperous,* 
and we may say, like Hegelochus,® " for after the billows again 
1 see a calm." The Empusa is gone. 

a passage in the " Tagenistae," a lost play of Aristouhanes. where 
they are mentioned in apposition. Harpocration, liowever, cor- 
rects the Scholium, and changes Svarvxavaiv vToixovciv, making it 
thus one of the Ivooia ai/ipoXa, or omens of the way, before men- 
tioned in these notes. 

' See, however, Liddell's Lex. in voc. 

" Das andre von Eselsmist." Droysen. 
Cf. Athen. xiii. p. 566, F. 

' This is addressed to the priest of Bacchus himself, who was 
mounted on a conspicuous seat in the theatre, from his share in the 
solemnities of the day. The conclusion alludes to the practice of 
drinking plentifully at the feasts of this god, and in which probably 
the priests' zeal was shown by their potations. " Among the en- 
tertainments given on occasion of the Dionysiac festivals, one of the 
most splendid was that furnished by the high-priest of the god." 
Mitchell, 

' Vs. 202, supra, ov fiij fXvaprjaiis, oW avrifiac i\aQ. Cf. vs. 462, 
524, infrn. Nub. 505. Eur. Hippol. 601, ov fir) vpoaoianQ x^'P". A'V^' 
athii iriir'Kuiv. Nub. 296, ov yifi aKiiri/ti fiijli TTOiriaiiQ. Cf Vesp. 394. 
See Donalds. N. C. 583. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 5. The fol- 
lowing are somewhat diiferent: Soph. Trach. 1183, ov Sfaaaov oioiic, 
my^' airiffTijffsis ifioi ; Here iii) is to be supplied to the first member 
from the following /ijjJe. So also Eur. Hippol. 498. Soph. Rex, 637. 
Ajax, 75. iEsch. Theb. 236. Plat. Sympos. p. 175, A. Hermann, 
Vig. n. 269. Schneidewin on Soph. Ajax, 75. 

' Comp. Aves, 1505. ' Comp. 1706. Plut. 341. 

• Hegelochus was an actor, who in performing the part of Oretitc-a 
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Bag Swear it. 

Xan By Jove. 

Bag. And swear again. 

Xan. By Jove. 

Bac. Swear. 

Xan. By Jove. 

Bag. Ah me, miserable ! how pale 1 grew at the sight 
of her ! 

Xan. But this fellow in his fright turned redder than I. 

Bag. Ah me ! Whence have these evils befallen me ? 
Whom of the gods shall I accuse of ruining me ? " -ZEther, 
little mansion of Jove," or, "Foot of time?" {^A distant 
tound ofjlute-music is heard from behind the scenes. ] 

Xan. Hollo! 

Bag. What's the matter ? 

Xan. Did you not hear ? 

Bag. What? 

Xan. The breath of flutes. 

Bag. I did; and a very mystical' odour of torches t<H) 
breathed upon me. Come, let us crouch down softly and listen. 
[^Bacchus and Xanthias retire to one side.'\ 

Cho. of the Initiated {behind the scenes). lacchus, 
lacchus, lacchus, O lacchus.^ 

in Euripides' play of that name, when he came to vs. 273, «k kviiA- 
Tuiv ydp av9iQ av yaXr)v' opuJ, being out of breath and not able to 
render the elision audible, converted the last words into yaXfiv opH, 
i. e. " I see a weasel," instead of, " I see a calm," which would be 
small matter of rejoicing to the unfortunate son of Agamemnon, 
since the sight of those animals was accounted unlucky, and one of 
them crossing the way was sufficient to put a stop to a public as- 
sembly. Pot. Ant. vol. i. p. 341. Cf. Gottling, Gr. Accents, § 43. 
Mehlhorn, Gr. Gr. § 88, note 1. The Scholiast says that Plato 
(the comedian) ridiculed Hegelochus also, and produces two pas- 
sages, one from Strattis, the other from Sannyrion, in which this 
pronunciation of his is noticed. For the construction, see Kruger, 
Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 12. Person, Misc. Crit. p. 210. 

' " Ein mystisch Rauchwokliiftchen hat mich angehaucht." Droys. 
" Qualis in mysteriis ease solet." Thiersch. 

" This was a name ajipropriated to Bacchus in the Eleusinian 
inysteries, and under which he appears in the Orphic hymns as son 
of^ Ceres ; hence also the hymn sung in his honour had the same 
title, and this was originally derived from the shouting {iaxv) of the 
women. See Eur. Cycl. 69, and Msch. S. C. Theb. 141. " The fol- 
lowing scene i« a humorous representation of the concluding cer^ 
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Xan. There we have it,' mastei- ; the initiated, of whom 
he was telling us, are dancing some where here. At any rate 
they are chanting lacchus, like Diagoras.'' 

Bac. To mg also they appear so. Therefore it is best to 
keep quiet, so that we may know it for certain. [^Enter Chorus.^ 

Cho. lacchus, O highly-honoured, who dwell'est here in 
your abodes, lacchus, O lacchus, come to thy pious votaries, 
to dance through this . meadow ; * shaking the full-fruited 
chaplot about your head abounding in myrtle,'' and with bold 
foot treading a measure among the pious Mystaj, possessing 
the largest share of the Graces,* holy and sacred, the un- 
i-estrained, mirth-loving act of worship. 

Xax. O venerable, highly-honoured daughter of Ceres, 
how sweetly the swine's flesh breathed® upon me ! 

mony of the Eleusinian mysteries, on the last day of which Uie 
worship of Bacchus, under the invocation of lacchus, was united 
with that of Ceres. lacchus seems to have been the last Avatar of 
the worship of Bacchus, as Pan was the first. For an account of 
the character of this worship, and its extreme discrepancy from that 
of Ceres, see the learned work of Mr. Ouvaroif, as translated by 
Mr- Christie." Frere. 

' Comp. Ach. 4^1, 820. Lys. 241. Pax, 289, 51(5. Aves, 354, 507, 
and vs. 1342 of this play. Eur. Orest. 80t. Helen. (iSO. Med. 98. 
Demosth. Mid. p. 583, 19. Plato, Plisdr. p. 241, D. ; Symp. p. 223, 
A. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 11, and § 61, 3, obs. 10. Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 279. 

^ The Scholia mention two persons of this name, the first, Dia- 
goras of Melos, an impious philosopher, accused of the crime for 
which Socrates suffered, against whom the Athenians were so in- 
flamed, that the Areopagites oflfered a talent to any who would 
bring his head before them, and two to him who should take hini 
alive. Cic. de Nat. De. i. 23. The other Diagoras was a lyric poet, 
said to he ever introducing " lacchus, lacchus." The latter is meant 
here. See Bergk, Poet. Lyr. p. 846. The word "laxxoi; is used in 
three significations: first, the deity; secondly, the sixth day of the 
mysteries; thirdly, the hymn sung in his praise, as in this passage. 

^ " The Eleusinian dances were of two kinds, public and private. 
The former were executed in a beautiful meadow, near the well of 
Callichorus." S<. Croix, as cited by Mitchell. The locality was the 
'Vdpiov TTiSiov in the meadows of the Cephissus. 

* Soph. Col. 16, PpviDv Saijivris. Cf. Elmsl. ad loc. and Blomf. 
gloss. Agam. 163. 

' Plutarch, in M. Ant. 926, mentions that Bacchus had the name 
Charitodotes, and his altar was united with that of the Graces at 
Olympia, according to Herodotus as cited by the Schol. Ol. v. 8. 

• S>yine were sacrificed to Ceres and Bacchus on account of the 
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Bag. Will you not then be quiet, if you do get a smell of 
sausage ? 

Cho. Brandish in your hani and wake up the flaming 
torches,' lacchus, lacchus, thou Hesperus of the nocturnal 
orgies. The meadow gleams with flame ; the knee of the 
old men moves swiftly;^ and they shake off griefs and long 
cycles of aged years at the sacred act of worship.^ But do 
thou, blessed deity, gleaming with thy torch, lead* straight 
i'orward to the flowery, meadowy plain the youths forming " 
the chorus. 

It behoveth him to abstain ^ from ill-omened words, and 
make way for' our choirs, whoever is unskilled in such words, 
or is not pure in mind, or has neither seen nor celebrated with 
dances the orgies of the high-born Muses,* and has not been 

injuries they commit in corn-fields and vineyards. Herodotus de- 
scribes the Egyptian mode of sacrifice, ii. 47. vpoakirvivat is im- 
personal, and takes the genitive of the origin of the smell, (^^oipcioiv 
cpiwv,) as oKu) in Pint. 1020. Therefore it does not admit of a verbal 
translation in English. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 142. 

' The festival of Ceres was celebrated with torches, in comme- 
moration of those which Ceres was said to have lighted at the fires 
of Etna in her search for Proserpine. 

' There is a remarkable instance of this in Euripides, where 
Cadmus and Tiresias are seized with a desire of dancing, and the 
former says, " Whither ought we to lead the Chorus ? whither set 
our foot, and shake the hoary head? Lead thou me, Tiresias, thou 
in old man, me an old man." Baech. 114. 

" Und den Greisen wird das Knie leicht." Droysen. 
' " In der heiligen Festlust." Droysen. 

' " Bacchum quasi prasentem faciunt sibi ducem, quia ipsius 
imago choro praeibat." Thiersch. 

' Soph. Aj. 697, w Btijiv xopoiroi dva^. 

• " Keep silence — keep peace — and let all the profane 
From our holy solemnity duly refrain ; 
Whose souls, unenlightened by taste, are obscure ; 
Whose poetical notions are dark and impure ; 
Whose theatrical conscience 
Is sullied by nonsense ; 
Who never were trained by the mighty Cratinus 
In mystical orgies poetic and vinous ; 
Who delight in buftboning and jesis out of season ; 
Who promote the designs of oppression and treason ; 
Who foster sedition and strife and debate : 
All traitors, in short, to the stage and the state." frert 
Virg. Mn. vi. 258, " O procul, O procul este.'' 
' MBt/eriux is Trnpd npoaSoKiav for /ivtrriiv, and Kparivov fc ■ CuitvuantL 
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initiated in the Bacchanalian orgies of the tongue of Cratinus ' 
the bull-eater ; or takes pleasure in buffoonish verses which 
excite this buffoonery unseasonably ■? or does not put down 
hateful sedition, and is not good-natured to the citizens, but, 
eager for his private gain, rouses it and blows it up ; or when 
the state is tempest-tossed, being a magistrate, receives bribes ; 
or betrays a garrison or ships, or exports from ^gina ^ for- 
bidden exports, being another Thorycion, a vile collector ol 
toUs,^ who used to send across to Epidaurus oar-paddings, 
and sail-cloth, and pitcli ; or who persuades any one to supply 
money for the ships of the enemy ; or befouls the statues of 
Hecate,* while he is accompanying with his voice the Cyclic 
choruses ; or, being an orator, then nibbles off the salaries of 
the poets," because he has been lampooned in the national 
festivals of Bacchus. These I order, and again I command 
and again* the third time I command to make way for thf 

' " Cratinus is the great comic writer of the times of Pericles, 
whom Aristophanes had in his younger days often and bitterly 
assailed. See Equit. 400, 526. He had now been dead for a long 
time, but still lived in people's memories as the hero of the comic 
art." Droysen. The epithet Tanrophni/us belonged originally to 
Bacchus, hut Aristophanes introduced Cratinus in this place in 
allusion to his Bacchanalian liabits of drunkenness ; on which see 
Hor. Ep. J. xix. 1. It mai/ be derived from the circumstance of a 
bull being given to the ditliyrambic conqueror. See Simonides, 
Ep. 57- For the construction, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 190, and 
comp. Plut. 845. 

- " Wer gemein witzreissender Worte sich freut, die zur Unzeit 
horen sich lassen." Droysen. 

' iEgina, from its situation, would be chosen as the place for 
exportation of illegal stores, and the Thorycion here mentioned 
probably derived from his office numerous facilities in that line 
of trade. 

' Nothing further is known of this person than what may be 
collected from this passage and from the brief notice of the Scho- 
liast, who says be was a taxiarch during the Peloponnesian war. 

' "The allusion is to a scandalous anecdote of Cinesias, the 
dithyrambic poet. Of. Eccles. vs. 330." Droysen. Compare also 
Aves, 1054. 

• " The person here put to the ban, as diminishing the poetic 
/umorarium, appears to nave been the orator Agyrrhius. See the 
Scholiast on Kicles. 102. Schbmann de Com. p. 65." iSitchell. 

' See note on Acham, 1000. 

• See Hermann, Vig. n. 2SS, 

% II 
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choruses of the Myste ; ' but do ye wake the song, and oar 
night-festivals,^ which become this festival. 

Advance then manfully, each of you, to the flowery bosoms 
of the meadows, dancing, and joking, and sporting, and scoff- 
ing. We have breakfasted^ sufficiently. Come, advance, and 
see that you'* nobly extol the Preserver,^ singing of her with 
your voice, who promises to save the country for ever, even 
if Thorycion be not willing. Come now, praise with divine 
songs and celebrate the goddess Ceres,^ the fruit-bringing 
queen, with another species of hymns. 

Ceres, queen' of holy orgies, assist us, and preserve thy 
own chorus, and let me securely throughout the day sport 

' " Zu entfernen sich gleich vor dem mysti.schen Chor.'' Droysen. 
' Cf. Herod, iv. 76. Soph. El. 92. Eur. Troad. lOSO. Helen. 1385. 
» " All have had a belly full 
Of breakfast brave and plentiful." Frere. 
" Zum Imbiss heut' war sattsam da." Droysen. 
Against this meaning, notwithstanding Brunck's note, there ap- 
pears no very strong objection, if it be understood of the sacred 
banquet. " The expression may be metaphorical : satis sziperque 
prahisum est, veniendnm. tandem ad rem/* Thiersch. A possible reading 
would be TipiaTivTai, but I know of no authority for the use of it 
* See note on Lys. vs. 316. 

' Spanheim quotes Aristotle, (Rhet. iii. 11,) to support his opi- 
nion that Demeter is here meant, and mentions an inscription on 
a coin which attributes the same epithet to that goddess ; but at 
the same time acknowledges that her daughter Persephone shares 
the title with her on the coins of the Cyzicenes. Droysen and 
Thiersch suppose it to belong to Minerva, because Ceres is cele- 
brated below, and we know the appellation was bestowed on various 
deities, in different placee^or-.at different times; whence it after- 
wards descended to kings, as Ptolemy Soter, &c. Liddell under- 
stands it to mean Demeter, Mitchell, Persephone. 

' For the conRtruction, see Bernhurdy, W. S. p. !21, and eomp. 
vs. 458. vi/m. Lys. 4-69. Ach. 1201. 

■ " Du keuscher Orgien Kiinigin, 
Demeter, sei in Gnaden nah 
Und schirme selber deinen Chor ; 
Lass sondor Fehl' den Tag hindurch 

Mich spielen, tanzen, singen, 
Mich sagen auqh viel Spassiges, 
Mich sagen auch viel Ernstliches, 
Und, wenn Ich wiirdig deines Fest's 
Gespielet hab', gespottet hab', 

Den Siegeskranz raieh schmlicken " Vroytjan, 
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and dance, and let me say much that is laughable, and much ' 
that is serious, and after having sported and jested^ in a 
manner worthy of thy festival, let me wear the head-band 
as conqueror.^ 

But come on now, and invite hither with songs tlw bloom- 
ing god, our partner in this choral dance. 

O highly -honoured lacchus, who invented the verj' sweet 
melody of the festival, follow along with us hither to the god- 
dess, and show how long a journey'' you accomplish without 
toil. 

lacchus, friend of the choral dance, escort me ; for thou 
hast torn in pieces my sandals and my ragged garment for 
laughter and for economy,^ and hast devised, so that we may 
sport and dance without punishment.^ 

lacchus, friend of the choral dance, escort me ; for, having 
glanced a little aside, I just now spied the bosom of a 
young and very pretty girl, our playmate, as it peeped out 
from her vest rent at the side. lacchus, friend of the choral 
dance, escort me. 



' For this anaphora, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 59, 1, obs. 4. For the 
infinitives, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 357, and note on vs. 169, 
»upra. 

' Jests were introduced into the Eleusinia, because Ceres had 
been amused and made to smile by them during her search for her 
daughter. 

' The allusion is to the prize of a triinnphant headband {raivia) 
given to the victor in the contest of wit and raillery, which took 
place as the procession was crossing the bridge of the Cephissus. 
See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 88. Ari3tophanes,'however, means the victory 
over his fellow comedians. 

* Eurip. Bacc. 194. Bergler and Thiersch suppose it to allude 
to the travels of Bacchus in India ; Conz and Mitchell, to the pro- 
cession of lacchus from the Ceramicus to Eleusis ; when, by the 
aid of the god, whose statue and mystic banners accompanied them, 
the votaries accomplished a long journey. " Qxiam longam viam sine 
labore conficias." Brunck. 

' " That many would wear this sacred robe till it fell into shreds, 
is natural enough ; and it is at this economical, as well as reverential 
practice, and not, as Thiersch supposes, at the thrifty expenses ol 
the choregus in the appointments of the drama, that the laiish in 
the text appears to be directed." Mitchell. 

• " Und scbaffst es auch, dass ungestraft 

Wir spielen, tanzen, singen." Droysen. 
2 N 2 
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Xan. Somehow I am always ' inclined to follow ; and I 
wish to sport and dance with her. 

Bag. And I too. 

Cho. Will ye then that we jointly mock at Archedemus ? ' 
who when seven years old had no clansmen : but now he is 
a demagogue among the dead above, and is chiefs of the 
scoundrelism there. But I hear that Clisthenes* among the 
tombs depillates his^ hinder parts, and lacerates his cheeks. 
And stooping forward he mourned for, and bewailed, and 
called upon Sebinus, who^ is the Anaphlystian. And they 
say that Callias^ too, this son of Hippobinus, was at the sea- 

' Plut. 246, lyio Si roirov toii rpotrou Trwe iln' aei. Eur. Hipp. 662, 
atl yap oiv irutg tlai KctKnvai Kaxai. Cf. Pax, 425. Bast ad Greg. 
Cor. p. 169. Porson, Med. 288. Elmsley, Med. p. 131. 

' Archedemus at this time was powerful at Athens, and had the 
care of Deceleia. Xen. Hell. i. c. 7. The expression t^vae (ppan- 
pag is a comic construction formed in jest, after the analogy of 
fveiv oSovTag, &c. The word expected was ^paaTijpag, " teeth that 
indicate the age;" but he substitutes ^gartpag, to ridicule him as 
an alien. See Donaldson, New Crat. p. 297. The custom is ex- 
plained by Potter as follows : — " All fathers were obliged to enrol 
their sons in the register of their peculiar ^parpia, (or ward,) at 
which time they made oath that every son so registered was either 
born to them in lawful matrimony, or lawfully adopted. Notwith- 
standing which, the ^paripte, or members of that ward, had the 
liberty of rejecting any person against whom sufficient evidence 
appeared, concerning which they voted by private suffrage." And 
again, on this very passage, " Whereby they (the chorus) seem to 
intimate that he (Archedemus) had fraudulently insinuated him- 
self into the number of the citizens, it being usual for those who 
were free-born to be registered before that age." Ant. i. 47. Cf. 
note on Aves, 1669. 

' Comp. Herod, ix. 77, Aa/iiruv o TlvBeo), AiyivTiricv rd, vpS/ra. 
See Blomf. gl. Pers. vs. 1. Hermann, Vig. n. 97. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
§ 43. 4, obs. 14. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 336. 

* ' The well-known effeminate fop Clisthenes had lost his dear 
friend,_ and was bewailing him among the graves in the Ceramicus. 
His friend is nominally called Sebinus, and an Anaphlystian ; his 
true name is unknown. Yet I believe I may venture to transplant 
him into the deme of Cineedtts." Droysen. 

> See note on Pax, 880, and for the transition from the infinitive 
to the indicative, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 388. 

' See note on Thesm. 544, and Porson, Orest. 1645. 

' He means Callias the son of Hipponima, who is known to have 
■quandered large sums upon sophists and courtesans. See Avei, 
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figlit, dressed in a woman's lion-skin. \_Bacchus and Xan- 
thias leave their hiding-place and come forward.'] 

Bac. Could you peradventure tell us whereabouts in tbia 
place Pluto dwells ? ' for we are strangers newly come. 

Cho. Do not go away far,^ nor ask me again and again, 
but know tbat you are come to his very door. 

Bac. Take them' up again, boy ! 

Xan. What is this thing but "Jove's* Corinth "in the 
baggage ? 

Cho. Now advance ye in the sacred circle* of the goddess, 
sporting through the flowery grove, who have a participation 
in the festival dear to the gods. 

Bac. I wiU go with the damsels and women, where they 
celebrate the night-festival in honour^ of the goddess, to carry 
the sacred torch. 

283 — 286. He was Cybele's SfSovxos : hence Iphicrates nicknamed 
him fiJiTpayiipTTii. 

• " Ihr konnt vielleicht uns sagen, 
Wo wohnt allhier denn Pluto 1 
Denn Fremde sind wir, eben bier erst angelangt." Droysen. 
Cf. Senectus, Fragm. x., and see notes on Nub. 1148. Eccles. 1126. 

' For similar examples of /iriSiv = fifi, Mitchell cites Elmsley's 
Medea, vs. 152. Andr. vs. 88. Add Vesp. 1003, 1478. Lys. 431. 
Plut. 498. Comp. Plut. 962. 

' Soph. Phil. 674, x^poie o" '''"^- Cf. Efect. 1491. Antig. 444. 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 3, obs. 8. Vs. 1467, infra. Pax, 958. Equit. 
1161. Bemhardy, W. S., p. 410. Hermann on Soph. Antig. 215. 
Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 93. Dorville Char. p. 238. 
The omission of av converts the expression into a wish, a modest pro- 
posal, or suggestion. Cf. Vesp. 572. Xenoph. Anab. iii. 2, 37. Her- 
mann, Vig. Append, p. 726. Bemhardy, W. S. p. 405. A question 
naturally arises ; if x^po'C av Aaio be good Greek to express a 
softened command, is ovk av ^wpoTs good Greek to express a 
soitene A. prohibition t This may be safely answered in the affirma- 
tive. See Vesp. 726. Bemhardy, W. S. p. 410, and comp. Inscr. 
El. ap. Rose, p. 29, 30. 

• Applied to any pestering reiteration. The proverb is here used 
by Xanthias with reference to line 165, where he receives a similar 
command. Cf. Eccles. 828. Pind. Nem. vii. 155. The origin of 
the saying is supposed to have been as follows : Once an ambassa- 
dor came from Corinth to Megara, (their colony,) and threatened 
them, as rebels from the mother city, with vengeance human and 
divine, reiterating the words oiKaimg civ arcvaioi o Ailig K6piv9og, «i 
It!) \al5oi Ukiiv, whereupon the Megarians, in a rage, took and beat 
him, crying jroTe, iraXt rbv Aiof 'KJtpivQov. Cf. Eccles. 828. 

• i. e. the circular dance. See Thesm. 954. 

• See Kriiger, Gr- Gr. § 48. 4, obs. 4. Cf. Lys. 1277 Thesm. 104. 
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Cho. Let US proceed to the flowery meadows abounding 
in roses, sporting in our manner, the most beautiful in tlie 
dance,^ which' the blessed Fates institute. For to us alone, 
as many as have been initiated, and conducted ourselves in a 
pious manner towards the foreigners and the citizens, are the 
sun and the light joyous.' 

Bac. Come now, in what way shall I knock at the door ? 
in what?^ How then do the people of the country here 
knock ? 

Xan. Don't loiter,* but try the door, as you have your 
dress and your spirit after the manner of Hercules. 

Bac. {knocking at the door). Boy ! boy ! 

JEacus {from within). Who's there ?^ 

Bac. Hercules the brave, [^acus comes out.'\ 

JEikG. O you impure, and shameless, and audacious fellow, 
and abominable, and all-abominable, and most abominable ! 
who dragged out our dog Cerberus,'^ which I had the care of, 
and darted away holding him by the throat, and ran clear ofif 
with him. But now you are held by the middle ; such a black- 
hearted ro^ of Styx, and blood-dripping cliff of Acheron, 
environ you, and the roaming dogs* of Cocytus, and the 
hundred-headed Echidna,^ which shall rend in sunder your 
viscera ; and a Tartessian '" serpent shall fasten on your lungs. 

The allusion is to the night^festival which terminated the sixth and 
great day of the Eleusinian mysteries. 

* *' Qxiocum pulchrtB chorefB confztncttx esse solent" Thiersch. 
' ^^ Quam {c\\.ox&&V[i) felieifato instituimiis." Dindorf. 

' See note on Aves, 1066. * See note on Thesm. 772. 

' See note on vs. 298, supra. 

' In one of Lucian's dialogues, Menippus says to Ma,QXLS, " 1 
know this too of thee, thou art porter." The salutation with which 
he receives Bacchus, xmder the idea of his heing Hercules, is very 
like that bestowed by Mercury on Trygaeus, Pax,, 182. 

' See notes on Nub. 366. Plut. 6^. 

• The Furies. Cf. iEsch. Eum. 237. Che. 911, 1041. 

' The Echidna of the poets was commonly represented as a 
beautiful woman to the waist, and thence downwards a serpent. 
Cf. Eur. Here. F. 1191. 

"• Tartessus was probably considered (as Sicily and all countries 
with which the Greeks had least acquaintance) the resort of mon- 
sters. Ti;£ poets supposed it the place wherein Phoebus unhar- 
nessed his wearied steeds at sunset, and also the habitation of 
Geryon. It is better known by its modern name, Cadiz. Cf 
iUrod :-. 192. 
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while Tithrasian ' Gorgons shall tear in pieces your kidneys, 
together with your entrails, stained with blood ; to fetch 
which I will set in motion a swift foot.^ [_Exit jEacus, and 
Bacchus falls down in a fright.'\ 

Xan. Hollo you ! what have you done ? 

Bag. Eased myself : invoke the god.' 

Xan. O you ridiculous fellow ! will you not then get up 
quickly, before some stranger sees you ? 

Bag. But I am fainting. Come, bring a sponge to put to 
my heart. 

Xan. There, take it ! [ Offers him a sponge.] 

BAte. Put it to it. 

Xan. Where is it ? \_Bacchus presents his posteriors to 
him.'] Oh ye golden'' gods ! is it there you keep your heart ? 

Bac. Why, it crept down through fright into the bottom 
of my belly .^ 

Xan. O thou most cowardly of gods and men ! 

Bag. I ? how am I cowardly," who asked you for a sponge ? 
No other man then would have done it." 

Xan. What then' would he have done? 

Bag. He would have lain sniftering, if he was a coward ; 
but I got up, and moreover wiped myself clean. 

' Tithras was a deme of the tribe TEgei's, and derived its! name 
from Tithras, son of Pandion. The females of this district appear 
to have borne the character of vixens. 

' " The Scholiast informs us, that the horrific part of jEacus' 
speech is an imitation of an attempt at the sublime in Euripides' 
tragedy of Theseus, which is now lost ; but which probably related 
to bis descent to the infernal regions." Frcre. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
§ (58, 42, obs. 2. Bernhardy, W. S. \}. 252. 

' A parody on the form observed in making libation. As soon 
as the libation was poured, they cried, kciXh diov. Mitchell there 
fore translates, " The libation has been made : invoke the god." 

* According to Thiersch, merely said in conformity with that 
opinion, which considered every thing amongst the gods as golden 
Thus xpt/iT^ 'AtjipoSiTti, llnm. II. iii. 64'. 

' 'OXicaieg, Fragm. vi., StaXtixovra fiov rbv (carw airarayyiifv. (.'A 
Vesp. 713. 

' " A coward ! Did not I show my presence of mind, 
And call for a sponge and water in a moment? " Pre.re. 
See note on Plut. 1046. 

' " Das hatte so leicht kein andrer Mann pethan." Unyter 
See notes on vs. 866, infra.. Vesp. 983. 

' See note on Lys. 193. 
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Xan, Bravely done,' by Neptune ! 

Bag. By Jove, I think so. But did you not fear the sound 
of his words and his threats ? 

Xan. No, by Jove ! I did not even give them a thought. 

Bag. dome then, since you are so spirited and brave, do 
you take this club and the lion's skin and become me, if ^ you 
are so fearless of heart ; and I vpill be your baggage-carrier 
in turn. 

Xan. Give them now quickly, for I must' comply with 
yon ; and look at the Hercules-Xanthias, if I shall be a 
coward, and with a spirit like you. [_Dresses himself in the 
lion's skin.'] 

Bag. No, by Jove, but truly the worthless slave of Me- 
lite.* Come then, let mo take up^ this baggage. [£nter a 
maid-servant of Proserpine."] 

Servant. O dearest Hercules,^ have you come ? Come in 
hither ; for the goddess, when she heard that you' were come, 
immediately began baking loaves, boiled^ two or three pots of 
soup of bruised peas, broiled a whole ox, baked cheese-cakes 
and rolls. But do come in. 

' See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 291. ' See note on Thesm 789. 

» See note on Nub. 232. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 352. 

* Melite was a deme of Attica, so called from the nymph of that 
name, with whom Hercules was in love. There was a temple there 
to Hercules Averter of ill, {'AXeiiKaKoc,) which name Bacchus ex- 
changes Trap' virovoiav for Mastigias. In the village of Melite, Her- 
cules was initiated in the lesser mysteries. Cf. ]VIuller's Dorians, i. 
p. 445. '' A sarcasm is also implied against Callias, who was like- 
wise of Melite, and used a lion-skin as his military dress." Frere, 
See notr on Aves, 13. 

' See note on Lys. 864. 

' The transformation of master into servant is no sooner effected, 
than the servant of Proserpine comes out and addresses Xanthias 
as Hercules, endeavouring to tempt him in by the description of a 
feast ; wherein it will be observed the peculiar taste of the son of 
Alcmena is consulted by the introduction of the trvog, while his vo- 
racity is more than hinted at by the quantity of viands prepared. 

' " Only in this case did the Attic tone of conversation tiUow an 
enclitic to stand at the commencement of a member of a sentence, 
v/hich was closely connected with the /preceding, and imparted to 
the pronoun a moderate emphasis : Nicomachus, (ap. Atheii. vii. p. 
291, B.,) u)v tilsvai aoi KpelTTOv ijv fioi irpiv Xa\nv. Plat. {"arm. p. 
135, D., «i Si fiji at. (not <ri) Siaipev^tTai fi aXrjdaa, and in the inacc<i- 
ate expression, iravaal, pit jiri urdinje, in the ethical speech in Eut. 
Iph. A. 1436." Bernhardy. 

' See note on Aves, 365, and Bernhardy W S p. XiO- 
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Xan. No, I thank you.' 

Ser. By Apollo, I will not suffer you to go^ away I for' 
in truth she has been boiling poultry,^ and toasting' sweet- 
meats, and mixing up most delicious wine. But come in 
along with me. 

Xan. No, I thank you. 

Ser. You are talking nonsense : I will not let you go ; for 
there is a* very pretty flute-girl too within, and two or three 
dancing-girls besides.' 

Xan. How say you ? dancing girls ? 

Ser. Youngish,* and newly depillated. But do come in, for 
the cook was just going to take up the slices of salt fish, and 
the table was being carried in. 

Xan. Go then, first of all tell the dancing-girls who are 
within, that ourself is coming in. [Addressing Bacchus. 
Boy,^ follow this way with the baggage. \_Exit maid-servant. 

Bag. Hollo you ! stop ! you are not for taking it in earnest, 
surely,'" because I dressed you up as Hercules in jest ? Don't 
be trifling, Xanthias, but take up the baggage again and 
carry them. 

Xan. What's the matter ? Surely you don't intend to take 
away from me what you gave me yourself ? 

Bac. Not soon, but instantly" I'll do it. Lay down the 
skin ! 

' A civil way of declining an invitation or gift, corresponding to 
the "henigne " of Horace, (Epist. I. vii. vss. 16, 62,) and the " Ich 
danke " of the Germans. So iraw koXwc, vs. 512. See Bekker's 
Anecdot. i. p. 49. Bentley on Terence, Heaut. iii. 2, 7. 

' Lys. 1019, ov ai vtpw^ofiai yxf /ivbv ovra. Cf. vs. 1476, infra. 
Thesm. 699. Nub. 124. Vesp. 439. Eccles. 370, 1055, 1068. Pax, 10. 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 6, obs. 2. Mus. Crit. i. p. 187. 

' " Cf. Porson ct Elmsley ad Med. 675, 660." Mitchell. See note 
on Ach. 933. 

' Nub. 339, Kpia t' dpviBtia kixv^^v. 

' Eccles. 844, ppvyerai Tpayrniara. 

' See notes on Equit. 1128, 400. Cf. also Aves, 1292. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 4, 11, and note on vs. 1164, infra. 

' Pherecrates (ap. Athen. vi. p. 269), Kopai S' ipriug iJ/Bi/XXtiSffai 
Kai ri poSa KiKapjikvai. 

' See note on vs. 40, aupra. 

"> Comp. Lys. 354. Nub. 1260. Pax, 1211. Eccles. 330, Scpb 
Phil. 1233. For the next line, see note on vs. 299, supra. 
" " Not soon, but instantly. — 
Down with the skin," l>mtter. 
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Xan. I call you to witness this,' and commit my cause to 
the gods. 

Bac. What' gods? Is it not silly and vain, that you 
should expect that, slave and mortal as you are, you shall be 
the son of Alcmena ? 

Xan. {sulkily). Never mind ; — 'tis well ; — take them.' For 
you will perhaps want me some time, please God."* 

Cho. This is* agreeably to the character of a man who pos- 
sesses prudence and understanding, and who has sailed about 
much, always to roll himself oven to the snug side'' of the 
ship, rather than to stand like' a painted image, having as- 
sumed one appearance : whereas, to turn oneself to the easier 
side is agreeably to the character of a clever man and a 
Theramenes ' by nature. 

» Conip. Nub. 1297. Plut. 932. Vesp. 1436. Without raira. Nub. 
1223. Ach. 926. Pax, 1119. Aves, 1031. 
^ See note on Lys. 1178. 

• Comp. vs. 270, supra. Equit. 51, 949, 1187, 1384. Aves, 936. 
Lys. 533. 

• See note on Plut. 345. 

' Comp. vs. 540, infra. Eur. Bacch. 641. Helen. 958. Soph. Aj. 
319. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 37, obs. 1. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 264, 292. 
* " Dass er sich immer kliiglich hinroUt 
Nach dem nicht gefahrdeten Schiffsbord, 

Statt wie eine Statue stets 
Dazustehn in einer Stellung." Broysen. 

All the commentators follow the Scholiast in his application of this 
passage to sailors, who run to that side of the ship which, in a storm, 
IS kept uppermost by the waves. It is not unlikely, therefore, that 
the mention of the painted figures is only a continuation of the same 
alUision, and relates to the signs borne by vessels on their prows 
and sterns, chiefly the latter, as Ovid mentions, — " Accipit et pictos 
puppis adunca Deos." See Liddell's Lex. in voc. ToT^oe. 

' See note on Plut. 314. 

' Theramenes was son of Hagnon, and a general at Athens, in 
the time of the comedian. His political character was so pro- 
verbially ficklte and changeable, that he got the nickname of ko- 
Bopvog, 1. e. a shoe that would serve either fbot. See Mus. Crit. ii 
p. 212. Thucydides bears testimony both to his talents and his 
changeable temper, (Thuc viii. 68, 89.) On the fall of Athens, 
he became one of the thirty tjrrants, but was far from participating 
in their cruelties. His humanity rendered him a dangerous inmate 
at their councils, and being accused by his colleague Critias, he 
was condemned, and ordered to drink hemlock; which sentence, 
and its execution, he bsre with a constancy quite foreign to hii 
former character. 
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Bac. Why, would it not have been i-idiculous, if Xantliias, 
slave as he is, waLowed on Milesian ' bed-clothes, and paid 
court to a dancing-girl, and then asked for a chamber-pot;^ 
while I looked at him and employed myself otherwise, and 
he, inasmuch as he is a knave himself, saw it, and then struck 
me with his fist and knocked out my front row of teeth out of 
my jaw. \_Enter two female innkeepers.'] 

1st Innk. Plathane,^ Plathane, come hither; this is the 
villain that came into our inn one day, and eat up sixteen of 
our loaves. ' 

2nd Innk. Yes, by Jove, that's the very man certainly.* 

Xa2»'. (aside). Mischief has come for somebody.* 

1st Innk. And in addition to this too, twenty pieces of 
boiled meat, at half an obol apiece.* 

Xan. (aside). Somebody will suffer punishment. 

1st Innk. And that vast quantity^ of garlic. 

Bac. (with great dignity). You are talking foolishly, 
woman, and you don't know what you say. 

1st Innk. Then did you expect I should not know you 
again, because you had buskins * on? What then?^ I have 
not yet mentioned the vast quantity of dried fish. 

' The wool of Miletus was much celebrated among the ancients, 
both for its fineness and the dyes with which it was tinged. Thui 
Virgil, Geor. iii. 306 : — 

" Quamvis Milesia magno 

Vellera mutantur, Tyrios incocta rubores." 
See also Lysist. 729, and Cic. Verves, i. 34. 

° Pamphilus, (ap. Athen. i. p. 4, D.,) aiiiSa dorm ng- fi vXaKovvra 
rif SoToi. Eupolis, (ib. p. 17, C.,) nj tiTriv a/tiSa Tra/mpiuTOS iieraKv 
TTtvwv ; 

f " As Bacchus was before made answerable for the offence which 
Hercules had committed in seizing Cerberus, he is now accused of 
other misdemeanours which Hercules (agreeably to the character 
of voracity and violence attributed to him by the comic writers) 
might be supposed to have committed in the course of the same ex- 
pedition." Frere. 

* " Aye, sure enough, that's he, the very man." Frere. 

' "The meaning is not, alicui malum, imminet, hut nobis or mi/it 
imminet. Xanthias might have inferred this from the looks and 
voices of the women." Dindorf. Soph. Ajax, 1138, tovt' hq ivl.ni 
TovTTOQ ipxirai Ttvi. ^sch. Cho. 52, (po^tirai tiq, Cf. Theb. b9B 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 16, obs. 8. Hermann, Vig. n. 114. 

« See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 234. ' Cf. Soph. Elect. 5(A. 

• " Buskins were peculiar to Bacchus : the woman mistakin;? t.m 
'o\ Hercules, considers them as an attempt at disguise." Frere. 

' " Tt Sal in Arist. Ean. S58, may indeed be translated ouidj/ornt I 
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2nd Innk. Wo, by Jove, nor the fresh cheese, you rogue,' 
which this fellow devoured together with^ the cheese-baskets. 
And then, when I demanded the money, he looked sour at me, 
and began to bellow. 

Xan. His conduct exactly ! this is ^ his way every where. 

2nd Innk. And he drew his sword too, pretending* to 
be mad. 

1 ST Innk. Yes, by Jupiter, unhappy woman ! 

2nd Innk. And we two, I ween, through fear, immediately 
sprang up into the upper story, while he rushed out and went 
off with the rush-mats. 

Xan. This also is his way of acting. But you ought to do 
something. 

1st Innk. {to the stage attendants). Go now, call Cleon my 
patron ! 

2nd Innk. And you Hyperbolus^ for me, if j'ou meet with 
him, that we may destroy him. 

but still the idea of surprise remains, as when one mentions some- 
thing greater than the preceding : teas derm?" Hermann. 

' Addressed to her female companion." Mitchell. Cf. Lys. 910, 
91*. Eccles. 124, 242. Thesm. 644. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 99. 

' "Just like him! that's the way wherever he goes." Frere. 
" Xanthias endeavours to instigate the two women against his 
master." Mitchell. 

' See note on Plut. 837. 

" The comedian's vengeance pursues Cleon, his great enemy, to 
the very recesses of Tartarus, wnere he gives him both clients and 
company worthy of him. Hyperbolus was an Athenian, banished 
from his country on account of the peculiar infamy of his character. 
He had retired to Samos, where the friends of the democratic party 
rose and slew him. Thuc. vii. 73. He is mentioned in terms oi 
strong reprobation in Equit. 1304, 1363, where Mr. Mitchell ha^ a 
note, giving an account of the cause of his banishment. It appears 
he had endeavoured to effect a quarrel between Nicias and Alci- 
biades, and bring on the latter the punishment of ostracism. They 
united their influence, and declared him a person dangerous to the 
state. The people were surprised, being well acquainted with the 
meanness of his_ character; they humoured the jest, however, and 
in his banishment by ostracism, the better citizens gained the 
double advantage of being at once rid of him, and shortly after, 
of that punishment itself^ which had come into disrepute from 
bein^ exercised on such a villain. See Pierson on Moer. p. 2> and 
for 'tva, see Harper's Powers of the Gjeek Tenses, p 125- Kniger 
Gr. Gr. § 54, 8, obs. 4, § 69, 31. 
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1st IfjNK. O abominable "throat ! how I should like' to 
smash your grinders with a stone, with which you devoured 
my wares.^ 

2nd Innk. And I should like to cast you into the pit. 

1st Innk. And I should like to take a sickle and cut out 
your gullet, with which you swallowed down my tripe.' But 
I will go to fetch ^ Cleon, who shall summon him to-day, and 
wind these out* of him. [Exeunt female innkeepers.'] 

Bag. May I die most miserably, if I don't love Xanthias ! 

Xan. I know, I know your'' purpose: have done, have 
done with your talk ! I will not become' Hercules. 

Bac. By no means say^ so, my dear little Xanthias. 

Xan. Why, how could I become the Son of Alcmena, " who 
am at the same time^ a slave and a mortal?" 

Bag. I know, I know that you are angry, and that you act 
so justly ; and even if you were to beat me,'" I could not gain- 
say you. But if ever I take them away from " you henceforth, 
may I myself perish most miserably, root and branch, my 
wife, my children, and the blear-eyed Archedemus.'^ 

' " How I should like to strike those ugly teeth out 
With a good big stone, you ravenous greedy villain ! 
You gormandizing villain ! — that I should, — 
Yes, that I should, — your wicked ugly fangs 
That have eaten up my substance, and devour'd me.'' Frere. 
' Comp. Vesp. 1398, and note on Pax, 880. 

' Shakspeare, Hen. IV. part ii. act ii. sc. 1, "He hath eaten me 
out of house and home ; he hath put all my substance into that fat 
belly of his : — but I will have some of it out again, or I'll ride thee 
o' nights, like the mare." 

« See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 42, obs. 2. She retires in order to change 
her dress, as she will presently have to appear again as .S^acus. 
' For the construction, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 146, 147. 

• Cf. Plut. 1080. 

' Comp. Acharn. 403. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 3, oba. 7. Hermann, 
Vig. n. 283. 
« See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 12. 

♦ Xanthias retorts upon his master in his own words. See vs. 513. 
'• " Stallbaum observes (Plat. Phileb. § 137) that Kav ii is always 

joined with an indicative or an optative, never with a suhjunctive. 
Phaedon, p. 71, B. Lysid. p. 209, E. Rep. ii. p. 376, A. Theag. p. 
130, D. Phileb. p. 58, E. Demosth. p. 530, 21." Mitchell. Comp. 
Viger, p. 527- 

» Comp. Thuc. viii. 29. Demosth. p. 50, 42. Kriiger, Gr. Or. { 
47, 2, obs. 3. 

" 'Tlie preceding formula of imprecation was the most solemn of 
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Xan. I accept the oath,' and take the dress on these terms. 
\_Xanthias reassumes the dress of Hercules.'] 

Cho. (to Xanthias). Now it is your business, since you 
have taken the garb which you wore at first, to make your- 
self young again, and again to look terror, mindful of the 
god to whom you liken yourself : but if you shall be detected 
talking- nonsense, or shall utter^ any thing cowardly, it is 
necessary that you take up the baggage again. 

Xan. You advise me not amiss, my friends ; but I happen 
myself also to be just reflecting on these matters. That, 
however, if there be any good to be got, he will endeavour 
to take these away from me again, I well know.^ But never- 
theless I will show myself brave in spirit, and looking sour.* 
And it seems to be needful, for now I hear a noise of the 
door. \_Re-enter JEacus attended by three myrmidons.'] 

^AC. Quickly bind this dog-stealer, that he may suffer 
punishment ! Make haste ! 

Bac. {aside). "Mischief has eome^ for somebody." 
Xan. (to Macus\ Go to the devil ! Don't approach 
me !^ 

JEac. Well! you'll fight, will you?^ Ditylas, and See- 
all in use among the Athenians, as the punishment imprecated (see 
Plutus, vs. 1103) was the most awful. See Bernhardy, p. 290. 
Archedemus has been before mentioned in terms of ridiculej vs. 
417, and the Scholiast supposes him to be here introduced, from 
the disorder of his eyes having originated in his intemperate fond- 
ness for wine. But see vs. 192, supra. 

' Mitchell cites ^Esch. Eiim. 407. Ag. 1643. Eur. Helen. 847. 
Plat. Leg. xii. p. S49, B. 

» Cf. Vesp. 1289. Eur. Ion, 972. ^sch. Ag. 1653. Ch. 41. Eum. 
794. 

' See the passages cited in the note on Lys. 154. 

' This method of indicating qualities is common to our author : 
in the Wasps (vs. 455) I^Xiizovriav KcipSa/ia. In the Plutus, 328, 
PXtTTtiv 'Apri. In the Knights, vs. 631, KapXexj/i vavv. The origanum 
is mentioned by Theophrastus, in his Hist, of Plantsi, i. 19, as yield- 
ing a sour juice. See also Plin. N. H. xx. 67. " Auszusehen wie 
Sauerkraut." Droysen. 

' Bacchus retorts upon Xanthias in Xanthias' o-^n words. See 
vs. 552. 

" The present tense of tlfu = a future in Attic Greek; hence it 
admits of the same construction as a future. See Elmsley, Med, 
1120. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 5. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 403. 
' " Oh, boh! do you mean to light for it?" Frere. 
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blyas, and Pardocts,' come hither and fight with this fellow '. 
\^A scuffle ensues, in which Xanthias makes the officers keep 
their distance. "] 

Bag. {vexed at Xanthias' success). Is not this'^ slmmeful 
then, tliat this fellow should make an assault, who steals other 
people's property besides ? 

Xan. (ironically). Nay, but ' monstrous. 
,-ffiAC. Aye, indeed, 'tis shocking and shameful. 

Xan. Well now, by Jupiter, I am willing to die, if I ever 
jame hither, or stole any of your property, even of a hair's 
value. Come, I'll do a very noble thing for you : take and 
torture this slave of mine ; and if ever you find me out guilty, 
lead me away and put me to death. 

^AC. Why, how am I to torture him ?< 

Xan. In every way : by tying him to a ladder,-'' by sus- 
pending him, by scourging'' him with a whip, by cudgelling 

' See note on vs. 40. " The persons employed in the forcible 
and personal execution of the law, as arrests &c., in Athens, were 
foreign slaves, Scythians, purchased for that purpose by the state. 
These barbarous names are supposed to indicate persons of this 
description." Frere. • 

' " Well, is not this quite monstrous and outrageous, 
To steal the dog, and then to make an assault. 
In justification of it ? " Frere. 
1 have noticed that the Greeks prefer to place the subject of the in- 
finitive after the infinitive, and the object of the infinitive before it. 
See V3S. 530, 596. Plut. 401. Vesp. 1368. Aves, 1280. Theoc. iii. 
21. Cf Bernhardy, W. S. p. 460. Very often the right understand- 
ing of the whole sentence depends upon this principle. See Plato, 
Crit. p. 48, E. ; Thuc. viii. 66, where, moreover, the omission of the 
article as well shows that ivi^ovXtvaavra is the subject. For this ad- 
verbial use of irpoQ, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 2, obs. 2. 
' See note on Thesm. vs. 646. 

* Mr. Frere is mistaken in supposing this to be said in the soft- 
ened, obliging tone of one who consults another's pleasure. See 
Porson, Phoen. 1373. Hermann, Ale. 498. 

' This passage is quoted by Archbishop Potter in his Antiq. vol. 
i. p. 60 ; to which punishments he adds grinding at the mill, and 
burning marks on their flesh. Commentators express surprise at 
the modes of torture here allowed,^ and to which the masters were 
compelled, when summoned by their adversaries, to surrender their 
domestics, when a law was existing, whereby the person who kUlef! 
B slave became liable to the same penalty as the murderer of a free 
citizen. 

• The change of tense is worthy of notice. The two first are 
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him, by racking ' him, and further, by pouring yinegar into 
his nostrils, by heaping bricks upon him,^ and every other 
way ; only don't beat him with leek or young onion. ^ 

^AC. Tour proposition is just ; and if I maim your slave 
at all by beating him, the money shall be deposited.'' 

Xan. Nay,^ nought of that ; so lead him away and torture 
him, as I said. 

^AC. Nay, rather, here, in order that he may speak be- 
fore your face:^ do you [to Bacchus'] put down the baggage 
quickly, and see that you tell us no lies here. 

Bag. I advise somebody not to torture me, who am an im- 
mortal ; otherwise, blame yourself.' 

^AC. What do you say ? 

Bag. I assert that I am an immortal,* Bacchus, son of Jove, 
but that this fellow is a slave. 

^AG. {to Xanthias). Hear you this ? 

tingle acts, the others continued acts. The iuTpixis has been men- 
tioned in Pax, Tie. 
' Comp. Plut. 875. Lys. 846. 
' " Mit Ziegeln den Bauch bepacken." Droysen. 
' That is, tortui-e Jiim every way but in sport ;" for with these 
plants, says the Scholiast, the Athenian boys were wont to beat 
each other in play. Cf. Theocr. vii. 105 — 108. 
' " Ein billiger Vorschlag! sollt' Ich vielleicht den Burschen dir 
Zum Kriippel schlagen, so liegt das Ersatzgeld schon bereit." 

Droyaen. 
" A fair proposal : but in striking him 
If chance we maim him, damages will lie." Dunster. 
" Demosthenes illustrates this in his speech against Pantaenetus, 
(vol. ii. p. 978, Reisk.) Demanding the slave, whom he affimu to be 
privy to this, for torture ; and, should it be true, I myself was to owe him 
the damages unvalued; but, if false, the inquisitor Mnesiclea was to be 
umpire of the value of the slave," Spanheim. 

^ See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 48, 6, obs. 2, § 62, 3, obs. 12. Bernhardy, 
W. S. p. 353. 

' Mitchell compares jEsch. Chbeph. 5t)6. Eur. Rhes. 422. Crest 
282. Androm. 1066. Soph. Antig. 307, 760. Add Terence, Eun. 
»ct. iv. sc. vii. vs. 24. For this use of ovug, see note on Lys. 316. 
' "I'll tell you what: 
I'd advise people not to torture me ; 
I give you notice — I'm a deity. 
So mind now — you'll have nobody to blame 
But your own self." Frere. 
For Tivi, see note on vs. 552, supra. 
' Cf. vss. 63-St 742, 831, infra, and Class. Mus. No. xxv, p. 230 
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Xan. Yes, I did. And so much the more too is he de- 
serving of a whipping ; for if he be a god he will not feel it. 

Bac. Why then, since you also say you are a god, are you 
not also beaten with the same number of blows as I ? ' 

Xan. The proposition is just ; and which ever of us [to 
^acus] you see crying first, or caring at all because he is 
beaten, consider him to be no god. 

-/Eac. It must be that you are a noble fellow, for you come 
to fair terms.^ Now strip. 

Xan. How then will you test us fairly ? 

^AC. Easily, blow for blow each party.* 

Xan. You say well. 

yEAC. WeU! 

Xan. Observe then if you see me flinching. \jPuts himself 
in an attitude for receiving the blows.^ 

^AC. {striking him). Now I have struck you. 

Xan. No, by Jove ! 

JEac. Neither do you seem'* to me to have felt it. But I 
will go to this fellow and strike him. [Strikes Bacchus.'] 

Bac. {pretending not to feel it). When ? 

JEaAC. Assuredly I struck you.' 

Bag. Why, how then did I not sneeze ? 

^AC. I know not : but I will try this fellow again. 

Xan. Will^ you not then make haste? [^acus strike! 
him.'] Oh dear I 

' " Warum denn, so auch du behauptest Gott zu sein, 
Bekommst du nicht dieselben Friigel auch wie Ich?" Droysen. 

* " Das muss Ich sagen, du bist ein ganzer Ehrenmann ; 
Denn du giebst der Billigkeit ihr Recht." Droyaen. 

* " Oh, easily enough — , 
Conveniently enough — a lash apiece, 

Each in your turn ; you can have 'em one by one." Frere. 
" Then with the substantive repeated, by turns, alternately. So often 
illJikpa Trap' riiiepav, alternis diebtis; and others formed after the same 
analogy. irXjjyijv Trapa nXTjyrjv, Arist. Ran. 643. Xoyoj/ Trapi \6yov, 
Plato, Rep. p. SiS, A. ev irap' 1v, vicissim, Plut. Consol. ad Apoll. 
p. 106." Bemhardy. Cf. Lobeck, Ajax, p. 294. Schafer, Bos, p. 139. 

* See note on Plut. 409. 

* "^acus perseveres and applies his discipline alternately to 
Bacchus and Xanthias, and extorts from them various involuntary 
exclamations of pain, which they immediately account for, and 
justify in some ridiculous way." Frere. 

* See Kriigcr, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 4. 

i a 
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JEac. What's the meaning of " oh dear ? " were you in pain ? 

Xan. No, by Jove, but I thought only when the festival 
of Hercules among the Diomeians takes place.' 

iEAC. The pious man !^ I must go this way again. [Strikei 
Bacchus.'] 

Bac. Oh! oh! 

^AC. What's the matter? 

Bac. I see horsemen. 

-^AC. Why then do you weep ? 

Bac. I smell onions. 

^AC. For you don't care at all about it. 

Bac. No care have I. 

jEac. Then I must go to this fellow again. \_Strikes 
Xanthias.] 

Xan. Ah me ! 

iEAC. What's the matter? 

Xan. {holding up his foot). Take out the thorn. 

^AC. (much perplexed). What's this afiair? I must gc 
this way again. [_Strikes Bacchus.'] 

Bac. O Apollo!' "who, I ween, inhabitest Delos or 

Pytho." 

Xan. (to ^acus). He was pained. Did you not hear him ? 

Bac. Not I ; for I was recollecting'' an iambic verscof Hip- 
ponax. 

' Diomeia was a deme of the tribe .Sgeis, so called from Diomus, 
son of Colyttus, the friend of Hercules, who had a temple there, and 
was worshipped there in great splendour. The Diomeians are re- 
proved in the Acharnians for their boastful temper; and, in a note 
on that passage, Mr. Mitchell observes, that " The Biomeian tribe 
did not assume a more heroic character in times posterior to Aris- 
tophanes ; for it was among them that the sixty wits, (ytXwro- 
rroioi,) who registered the squibs, the sarcasms, the follies, and 
eccentric characters of Athens, held their sittings, which even the 
tumult of the Macedonian war did not disturb." 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 45, 2, obs. 4. 

' " O Apollo — nemlich ' der du Pytho und Delos schirmst.' " Sroy. 
To this the Scholiast adds two other lines, — 

"H Na'^ow fl MtXijxov Jt ^eitjv KXdpcfv 
"Ikov KaQ' Lkp\ 7] ^Kudas d^i^saL, — 

and observes, thai: in his pain and confusion, Bacchus ascribes them 
to the wrong author, Ananius having composed them. Bergk, how- 
ever, classes them amongst the writings of Hipponax. See his Poet 
Lyr. p. 525. " See Fabric. Bibl. Gr. ii. 104." Mitchell. 
* See Bernharay, W. S. p. 176. 
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Xan. (to ^acus). ifou effect notliiiig. bomu, smite his 
flanks. 

yEAC. No, by Jove, no more I do. [ To Bacchus.] Bui 
now present your belly. 

Bag. O Neptune ! 

Xan. Some one was pained.' 

Bac. "who riilest the -ffigean^ headland, or, in the 

depths, the azure sea." 

Mac. By Ceres, I certainly am not able to discover as yet 
which of you is the god. But go in ; for my master himself 
and Proserpine will distinguish you, inasmuch as they also 
are gods. 

Bag. You say rightly ; but I should have wislied that you 
had done this before I received the blows. \_Exei(nt Bacchus, 
Xaiithias, and ^acus.] 

Cho. Muse^ of the sacred chorus, advance, and come for 
the enjoyment'' of our song, about to see the vast multitude of 
people, where innumerable philosophic arts* are sitting, more 
ambitious than Cleophon," on whose incessantly chattering lips 
a Thracian swallow ^ roars dreadfully, seated on a foreign leaf ; 

' See note on vs. 552. 

' The headland alluded to is Sunium in Attica, whence in the 
Knights, vs. 560, Neptime is called Suniaratus. According to the 
Siholiast, it is a quotation from the Laocoon of Sophocles, Fragm. 
c:cxli. 

' " Muse of the sacred choirs, advance. 
Delighting in our song and dance ; 
Survey the peopled crowds, where sit 
Innumerable tribes of wit." Wheelwright. 
* See Lidd. Lex. in voc. rtpi/zif. 

' Comp. Antiphanes ap. Stob. S. 68, 37, and see note ou vs 
1017, infra. 

' There were several of this name at Athens, of whom the most 
conspicuous was the well-known lyre-maker, a public character in 
the time of Erasinides and his colleagues, and whom Xenophon re- 
lates (Hell. i. 7) to have fallen in a popular tumult soon after the 
murder of those generals. The Scholiast says, that Plato the come- 
dian wrote a drama on this Cleophon, in which he accuses liim of 
foreign parentage. It is supposed that Euripides alludes to him in 
the Orestes, 901. See Thesm. 805, and vs. 1532, infra. 

' It was common for the Greeks to compare the speech of barba- 
rians to the notes of birds. Thus Herodotus, speaking of the oracle 
at Dodona. See note on vs. 93, aupra. 

"Dem auf geschwiitziger Lippe 
Widerlich zwitschert und schwirrt 
2 o 2 
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and it whimpers a tearful nightingale's dirge, that he must 
perish, even if the votes be equal.' 

It is fitting that the sacred chorus should jointly recom- 
mend and teach what is useful for the state. In the first 
place therefore we move^ that you put the citizens on a level, 
and remove their fears. And if any one has erred, having 
been deceived somewhat by the artifices of Phrynichus,^ I 
assert that it ought to be allowed those who made a false step 
at that time to do away with their former transgressions by 
pleading their cause.* In the next place I assert that no one 
in the city ought to be civilly disqualified ;5 for it is disgrace- 
ful that those who have fought one battle at sea, should straight- 

Eine Thrakerschwalbe, 
Die sich hiipferlich wiegt auf barbarischem Zweig ; 
Doch er wimmert ein weinerlich Nachtigallied." Droysen. 
Sliakspeare, Midsummer-Night's Dream, act i. sc. 2, " But I will ag- 
gravate my voice so, that I will roar you as gently as any sucking 
dove ; I will roar you an 't were any nightingale." 

' " Then the urns were opened, and the suflFrages numbered in pre- 
sence of the magistrate, who stood with a rod in his hand, which he 
laid over the beans as they were numbered, lest any person should, 
through treachery or mista"ke, omit any of them, or count the same 
twice. If the number of the black beans were greatest, he pro- 
nounced the person guilty; and, as a mark to denote his con- 
demnation, drew a long line, whence airaci riiiav fiaKpav, in the ' 
comedian, signifies to condemn all: on the contrary, he drew a short 
line in token of absolution, if the white beans exceeded, or only 
equalled, the number of the black; for such was the clemency of the 
Athenian laws, that when the case seemed equally disputable on 
both sides, the severe and rigorous commands of justice gave place 
to the milder laws of mercy and compassion. And this rule seems to 
have been constantly observed in all the courts of Athens." Potter. 
See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 188. 

* See the passages referred to in the note on Thesm. 428. 

' See Thuc. viii. 25, 2,7, 48, 50, 51, 54, 90, 92. d tiq . . rote oXkt- 
tiouuiv (vs. 690). Comp. note on Eccles. 688. 

' " Muss es, mein Ich, ihra vergiinnt sein, wenn er da gestrau- 
chelt ist, 
Durch Verantwortung zu losen seine Schuld in jenem Zwiet." 

Droysen. 
' It appears that there were three degrees of ariiiia at Athens : 
(1.) When the criminal kept his property, but was deprived of 
iome other privilege. (2.) When he suffered for debt to the public 
a confiscation of property and temporal suspension of his rights; 
and, (3.) When he and his descendants were for ever deprived of 
citizenship. "See Schomann 72, 111, 275. Wachsmuth, iii. 188, 
Mitc/uU 
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way be both Platseang,' and masters, instead ti slaves. Neither 
can I assert that this is not^ proper.— Nay, I commend it; 
for it is the only sensible thing that you have done.' f But in 
addition to this, it is reasonable that you forgive thi? one mis- 
hap of theirs when they entreat you, who, as well as their 
fathers, have oftentimes fought at sea along with you, and 
are related to you by birth.* Come,'0 ye most wise by na- 
ture, let us remit our anger and willingly admit all men as 
relations, and as civilly qualified, and as citizens, whoever 
engages in a sea-fight along with us.* But if thus we shall 
be puffed up and shall pride ourselves upon our^ city, and that 
too when we are' in the arms of the billows,* sometime here 
after in subsequent time'' we shall appear not to be in oui 
right senses. 

But if I am '" correct in discerning the life or the manners 

' "i. e. should be put on a footing with the 200 Plataeana, to 
whom the freedom of the city was given, after their escape from 
the well-known siege recorded in Thucyd. iii. 20, seq. See also 
Wachsmuth, ii. MS." Mitchell. For n'lav, see Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 190. 

^ See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 12, obs. 6. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 356. 
Though KovSi is a combination of the commonest occurrence, the 
opposite (ovSi Kai) is, according to Porson, (Misc. Crit p. 221,) quite 
unstatuteable. 

^ See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 7. 

* Eur. Med. 1301, o'l TrpoarjKovTts yevti. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § iO, 
4, obs. 1. Kv/ipopav is a euphemisin for afiapriav. 

' " Auf, ihr von Natur so klugen, werfet alien Hass von hinnen, 
Lasset jeden, der rait uns zur See gek'ampft, uns ohn' Besinnen 
Als verwandt, als voll, als Biirger anerkennen und gewinnen.' 

Draysen. 
For similar uses of oirris, see Porson's Advers. p. 217. 

' See Lid. Lex. in voc. diroaenvivu. On the other side, Thiersch, 
*' quod attinetjiis civitatis^ i, e. in jure civitatis donando." 

' " IxovEg pro oiTtf. Eur. Baceh. 89, ixova' Iv itSivtov Xoi^iatj 
avdyKaiai." Mitchell. The constructions cited in the note on Thesm. 
473, are different. 

' jEsch. Fragm. Inc. 301, ''Vvxic fxovj-cf KVfiaTuiv iv dyKaXaig. Cf. 
Cho. 587. Eur. Orest. 1371. Helen. 1071. 

' " Werden sp'ater wir erkennen, dass wir nicht verstandig waren." 

Droyse7i. 
Cf. Soph. Col. 614. Herod, i. 130. For the negative, see Elmsley, 
Med. 487. Hermann, Opusc. iii. p. 200. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 7, 
obs. I. 

'" " This verse is from the CEneua of Ion the tragedian." Droyirn. 
For 'i<JTt(, see note on Thesm. 544. 
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of a ma.:, wh ) will yet suffer for it, Cligenes ' the little, tliis 
ape, who now troubles us, the vilest bath-man of all. as many 
as^ are masters of soap made from adulterated soda mixed up 
with ashes, and of Cimolian^ earth, will not abide for a long 
time. But though he sees this, he is not for peace, lest he 
should one day be stripped'' when drunk, when walking with- 
out his cudgel. 

The freedom ' of the city has often appeared to us tp be 
similarly circumstanced with regard to the good and honour- 
able citizens, as to the old coin and the new gold.^ For nei- 
ther do we employ these at all, which are not adulterated,' 
but the most excellent, as it appears, of all coins, and alone 
correctly struck, and proved by ringing every where, both 
among the Greeks and the barbarians, but this vile copper 
coin, struck but yesterday and lately with the vilest stamp ;' 
and^ we insult those of the citizens whom we know to be 
well-born, and discreet, and just, and good, and honourable 
men, and who have been trained in palaestras, and choruses, 
and music;'" while we use for every" purpose the brazen, 

' " Of Cligenes we know little beyond what the text teaches us, 
except that he was engaged with Cleophon and others (b. c. 407) in 
the banishment of Alcibiades." Droysen. 

^ " oTToaoi depends upon the omitted navTuiv, wliich is implied in 
TrovTjpoTarog. KpaTnv Koviag {pulverem teneret obiinere) is said of 
those who handle, who use, employ it." Dindorf. See Bernhardy, 
W. S. p. 304. 

' " Cimolus, now Argentiera, an island in the Cretan Sea, pro- 
ducing chalk and fuller's earth. This yn KiftwXm is still used for 
soap in the Archipelago." Mitchell. 

* See note on Lys. 1023, and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 334. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. iroXij. 

' The ]iew coinage here mentioned is said to have been made in 
the year 40J, during the archonship of Antigenes. Spanheim re- 
marks, tliat the coins he had examined of that date were, to a sur- 
prising degree, inferior to the money coined in Sicily and Magna 
Graecia. " By rapj^aTov vifiiajia, we are to understand the old Attic 
silver coin, so remarkable for its purity and intrinsic worth, and 
which is here set in opposition to a recent issue of gold coin, so 
alloyed and debased, that the poet hesitates not to call it a copper 
coinage fvs. 730)." Mitchell. 

' See Porson, Hec. 358. Kriiger, § 56, 3, obs. 1. Bernhardy, VV. 
S p. 277, 334. ' Cf. Pint. 862, 957. Ach. 517. 

' ovT( (72!; . . . Tuiv iroXiTuiv Tt. See note on Aves, 1597. 

'" The Greek liovatKrj comprised all the elements of a liberal edu- 
sation. " See note on Thesm. 532. 
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foreigners, and slaves, rascals, and sprung ' from rascals, who 
are the latest come ; whom the city before this would not heed- 
lessly and readily have used even as scape-goats.'^ Yet even 
now, ye senseless, change^ your ways and again employ the 
»ood. For if you succeed, it will be creditable^ to you ; and 
if you fail at all, at any rate you will seem to the wise to 
suffer, if you do suffer* aught, from a stick "^ which is worthy. 
\_Re-enter Xanthias and ^acus.^ 

jEh.c. By Jupiter the Preserver, your master^ is a gentleman. 

Xan. Most assuredly a gentleman, inasmuch* as he knows 
only to drink and wench. 

^AC. To think of his not beating you,' when openly con- 
victed, that you said you were the master, when you were the 
slave. 

Xan. He would certainly have suffered for it. 

jEac. Upon my word this is a servant-like act "■ which you 
have openly done, which I take pleasure in doing. 

' Comp. Equit. 185, 337. Soph. Phil. 388, 874. El. 589. Demosth. 
p. 228, 19; 613, 1; 614, 19; 1327, 2. Lysias, 118, 12; 135, 38. 

2 ^apfiaKolffiv = KaBapfiatTiv. 

' Mitchell compares Plut. 36. Eur. Iph. A. 343. Eupolis ap. 
Stob. Serm. iv. 

* " Laudi vobis erit." Thiersch. ' See note on Lys. 171. 

' " The Chorus with an arch look adverts to a common proverb, 
which recommends a man about to hang himself, to select a good 
piece of timber for the purpose, and such as will not fail him by 
breaking with his weight." Mitchell. The proverb in jjuestion is, 
Itt d^iov yovv tov KvXov kuv airay^aaOai. The author wished to re- 
move by a timely jest any irritation which might have been caused 
by the preceding tiresome dose of politics. With this position of 
the adjective, the thing spoken of is not distinguished from any 
thing else, but from itself under different circumstances. Here the 
emphasis falls upon the adjective. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 50, II. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 325. 

' " By Jupiter ! but he's a gentleman, 
That master of yours." Frere. 

See note on Nub. 366. 

» oan; 7E = quippe qui. See Thesm. 883, 888. Eur. Hippol. 1064. 
Demosth. p. 631, 6. Porson, Praef. Hec. p. 51. Schafer on Soph. 
Trach. 336. Hermann, Soph. Rex, 588. Kriiger on Xenonh. Anab. 
i. 6, 5 ; Gr. Gr. § 69, 15, obs. 1. Cf. vs. 1184, infra. Plat. Euth. p. 4, A. 

* See note on Nub. 268, and Hermann, Vig. n. 19. 

10 i> -WeU ! that's well spoken ; like a true-bred slave. 
It's just the soi-t of language 1 delight in." Fren. 
For the construction, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. ^ 57, 3, obs. 7. 
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Xan. Take pleasure, I pray you ? 

^AC. Nay, but methinks I am an Epoptes,' when I curse 
my master in private. 

Xan. But what, when you go out muttering, after having 
received many blows ? 

^AC. Then, too, I am delighted. 

Xan. But whatj when you play the inquisitive busybody ?* 

JEao. By Jove, / am delighted^ as never any thing in the 
world was. 

Xan. O Jupiter, the Protector of families ! And when you 
overhear what your masters* talk about ? 

JEac. Nay, but I am more than mad with joy ! 

Xan. But what, when you blab this to those outside ? 

JEkC. I ? Nay, by Jove, but when I do this, I am even 
transported beyond measure. 

Xan. O Phoebus Apollo ! give me your- right hand, and 
let me kiss you, and do you kiss me yourself, and tell me, by 
Jove, who' is our fellow-slave, what is this tumult, and 
clamour, and wrangling, within ? 

JEac. Between ^schylus and Euripides. 

Xan. Ha! 

^AC. An affair, a mighty, a mighty affair^ has been set 
a going among the dead, and a very great commotion. 

Xan. Wherefore?' 

The Epoptae are said by Potter to mean all who were admitted 
Tin the year following their initiation to the lesser mysteries) to 
behold the Arcana of Eleusinian worship. The commentators on 
this passage, however, rank them with the Hierophant and torch- 
bearer as peculiar ministers, who could not obtain their office until 
they had been one year Mystae. As then the Mystas were ac- 
counted happy, the Epoptse were proportionably capable of more 
exalted happiness. For fiaWd., see note on Thesm. 646. 

» See Valckn. Hijpol. 785. 

' " With i>Q /id Ai' we must repeat xaipiii [fjJo/tat?] : ita lator, «( 
nulld alid re me lietari scio. Reiske proposed oliSiv d\X' iyui sc. ?/fo- 
liai," Dindorf. 

* An example of "Anticipation." See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, 
obs. 2. 

• " And now for Jupiter's sake ! — 

For he's the patron of our cuffs and beatings." Frere. 
"Beim grossen Zeus, dem uns gemeinsamen Prugelpatron." Drm/i. 

' Cf. vss. 580, 584. Plut. 1080. Aves, 726. Plut. 348. 

' "iKTov; quaret Markland, Eur. Suppl. 131." Forson. See alsq 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 312. 
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^AC. There is a law established here, that out of the 
professions, as many as are important and ingenious, he 
who is the best of his own fellow-artists should receive'' a 
public maintenance in the Prytaneum,' and a seat next to 
Pluto's 

Xan. I understand. 

^AC. until some other person, better skilled in the 

art than he, should come ;■• then it was his duty to give place. 

Xan. Why then has this disturbed iEschylus ? 

jEac. He held the tragic seat,^ as being the best in his art. 

Xan. But who now ? 

JEac. As soon as Euripides came down, he began to show 
off to the foot-pads, and cut-purses, and parricides, and house- 
breakers ; of which sort of men^ there is a vast quantity in 
Hades, and they, hearing his objections, and twistings, and 
turnings, went stark mad, and thought him the cleverest. 
And then elated he laid claim to the throne where ^schylus 
was sitting. 

Xan. And was he not pelted ? '' 

' Bernhardy translates dvo ruv re;i;vuiv, de artibus, comparing 
Thuc. iii. 13, dno re tuv "EKKtividv, otto tc riv 'A6i]vaiwv, respectu. 
See his Wissensch. Synt. p. 222. 

' aiiriv is merely epanaleptic, (Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 5, obs. 1,) 
and may be neglected in translating. For similar constructions in 
Latin, see Terence, Eun. act v. sc. 4, vs. 6. Adelph. act iii. sc. 3, 
vs. 4. 

' The Prytaneum is placed by Meiirsius to the north-east of the 
Acropolis, and was so called from che Prytanes meeting there. In 
it were the statues of Vesta and Peace. A maintenance in this 
place, at the public expense, was only granted to such as had de- 
served nobly of their country, the posterity of Harmodius and 
Aristogiton, the conquerors at Olympia, &c. "The under world 
is a copy of the upper world. An Athenian law gave a public 
maintenance in the Prytaneum and precedence to such as excelled 
their fellow-artists." Voss. Cf. Wachsmuth, iv. 316. 

» See notes on Equit. 134, and on vs. 24, supra, .ffiacus of course 
is quoting the provisions of the law. 

> " The Professor's chair of our own days grew out of the pro- 
visions made by the Roman emperors, when the sophists of tiie 
age were to be stimulated by honours and rewards of every kind, 
n order to create an effective opposition to the progress of Chris- 
tianity." Mitchell. 

• See Porson and Schafer ad Eur. Crest. 908. Hermann, Vig. 
Q. 28. Bernhardy. W. S. p. 296. 

» Comp. Vesp. 1234, 1422. 
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JEac. No, by Jove, but the mob clamoured ' to institute a 
trial, which of the two was the cleverer in his art ? 

Xan. The mob of rascals ? 

^AC, Aye, by Jove, prodigiously.* 

Xan. But were there not others on ^schylus' side as 
allies ? 

jEac. The good are few, as here.' [^Points to (he audience. ^ 

Xan. What then is Pluto intending to do ? 

jEac. To institute a contest, and trial, and ordeal of theii 
skill forthwith.'' 

Xan. Why, how then did not Sophocles also lay claim to 
the seat ? 

JEac. Not he, by Jove, but kissed ^schylus as soon as 
he came down,'' and gave him his right hand ; and he^ had 
given up to him the seat. But now he was intending, as 
Clidemides" said, to sit down as third combatant, and if JEs- 
chylus conquer, to remain in his place ; but if not, he declared 
he would contend against Euripides in skill. 

Xan. Will the affair take place then ? 

-Eac. Yes, by Jove, in' a short time hence. And the 



• Comp. Eccles. 399. Eur. Tro. 526. 

' Comp. Eur. Tro. 519. Soph. Ajax, 196. Antig. 418. For the 
construction, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs. 12. Cf. vs. 1135. 

' The author has here forgotten himself : evQaSs ought to signify 
" in Hades." 

« Mitchell cites Eccles. 20. Demosth. Mid. 521, 7 ; 522, 14 : 576, 
12 ; 585, 9. 

' " Sophocles was noted for a mild, easy character." Frere. 
° " And .3ischylus edg'd a little from his seat. 
To give him room." Frere. 
" Vnd wieder ihm hot jener an den Meisterthron. " Droijsen. 
It is indeed quite possible to reier kclkuvoq to Sophocles. See Kriiger 
Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 10. Mattliia, § 471, 10. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 
277. Porson, Misc. Grit- p. 216. " The verse seems very much like 
an interpolation." Mitchell. 

' " Of Clidemides even the ancient commentators knew nothing: 
they conjectured that he was an actor of Sophocles'." Droysen. 
" Sophocles being a quiet, unostentatious character, which shows 
itself rather in deeds than words, did not publicly make known hii 
intention of taking up the contest with Euripides, but only men- 
tioned it to Clidemides his confidant through whom it had tran- 
spired." Wilcker, 
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dreadful contest will be agitated in this very ' place ; for 
poetic skill will be measured^ by the scales. 

Xan. How then?^ will they weigh'' tragedy by butcher's 
weight ? 

-32ac. And they will bring* out rulers and yard-wands for 
verses, and they will nial<e close-fitted oblong squares too in 
the form of a brick, and rules for drawing the diameter, and 
wedges. For Euripides says he will examine the tragedies 
word by word.^ 

Xan. Of a truth, I suppose -lEschylus takes it ill. 

JEac. At any rate, he bent his head down and looked 
sternly. 

Xan. But who, pray, will decide this ? 

-^AC. This was difficult: for they found' a scarcity of 
clever men. For neither was iEschylus on friendly terms 
with the Athenians 

Xan. Perhaps* he thought them house-breakers for the 
most part. 

^AC. and^ in other respects considered them mere 

' " KavTavBa Sr) = et quidem illo ipso in loco (in Pluto's palace). 
TBL Seiva = grave certamen." Dindorf. 

' " On futures, such as aTaOftrtatTai, see Monk's Hipp. 1458. ' 
Mitchell. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 141. Heindorf, Plat. Charm. 33. 

• This alludes to the festival of Apaturia, at Athens, on the third 
day of which the young citizens were presented to be registered, 
and at which ceremony it was customary to offer a lamb to Diana. 
It was to be of a certain weight, and because it once happened that 
the by-standers (or, as the Scholiast says, the sponsors, for fear they 
should not have their due share of meat) cried out ^elov, /itiov, " too 
little, too little," the sacrificial lamb was ever afterwards called 
/ifiov, and the person who brought it to be weiglied, fieiayuryoe, and 
the act itself, /luayuyia. " In one of the later scenes of this play 
the two poets put single verses into the opposite scales of a balance." 
Frcre. 

' " Herbringen sie gleich Richtholz und Elle fur Wort und Vers, 
Und Ziegelformen, ihre Patzen zu streichen drin, 
Und Zirkel, Kantel, Winkelmaass ; denn Euripides 
Verlangt die Tragiidien durchzumessen Vers fiir Vers.'' Droyaen 

• Cf. vs. 1198, and see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 240. 
' See note on Thesm. 1157. 

• "Wohl weil er in Masse selbe fiir Diebsgesindelhielt?' Dro^ten 

" Considering them as rogues and villains mostly." Frert- 
' Sec note on vs. 726, supra. 
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triflers with regard to judging of the abilities of poets.' So 
then they committed it to your master, because he was ex- 
perienced in the art.^ But let us go in ; for whenever our 
masters are seriously engaged,' blows'* are prepared for us. 
[^Exeunt JEacus and Xanthias.'\ 
? Cho. Doubtless the loud-thunderer' will cherish dreadful 
wrath within, when he sees^ his glib-tongued rival in art 
sharpening his teeth: then will he rolF his eyes through 
dreadful frenzy. And there will be' a helmet-nodding strife 
of horse-hair-crested words, and the rapid whirling of splin- 
ters,' and parings'" of works, as the man repels the horse- 

' Brunck remarks on this passage that the comedian was still 
sore from the failure of his Clouds. 

"As being ignorant and empty generally; 
And in their judgment of the stage particularly." Frere. 
" Und den Rest fiir allzu damisch, um iiber Dichtergeist 
Urtheilen zu kcinnen." Droysen. 

See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 261. 
' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 375. 

■* " ffTTOvSaZsLVj majori cum studio graves res agere,*' Dindorf, *' 5« 
soHous, or earnest." Liddell. 

r * " Verbera (effect for cause) nobis parata sunt, nisi adsimus." Dindorf. 
* Thi§ passage is intended throughout to imitate the grandilo- 
quent pomp of ^schylus, as contrasted with the minute prettiness 
of Euripides. 

" The full-mouthed master of the Tragic choir, 
We shall behold him foam with rage and ire ; 

Confronting in the list 
His eager, shrewd, sharp-tooth'd antagonist. 
Then will his visual orbs be wildly whivl'd. 
And huge invectives will be hurl'd." Frere. 
' The reader must not imagine from this that loiiv governs a gen- 
itive, though I have found it convenient so to translate it. ^fiyovroi 
avTirixvov is a genitive absolute. So Soph. Trach. 394, u>e 'ipTrovTog 
fimpae i/iov. See Reisig, Com. Crit. Colon, p. 332. Kriiger on 
Xenoph. Anab.iii. 1, 19, and Gr. Gr. § 47, 10, obs. 8. Mattbia, Or. 
Gr. § 548, 1 ; § 348, obs. 3. Neue on Soph. Trach. 394. On the 
other side see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 151. Jelf, Gr. Gr. § 683, 1. 
' " Oculos sues disterquebit." Dindorf. 

■ "Sein wirdmahnenumflatterterKampfdergeharniscbtenWorte, 
Kecklich gewitzeltes Spitzengeschwatz, Feilspahne der Werke, 
Wenn sich der Mann vor des geniusflammenden Alten 
Rosslich stampfigt'n Worten webrt." Droysen. 

" vapa^ovia axiviaXajiiav = rotationes (agitationes) audaces irit^ 
iularum temdum (arguraentationu m subtilium)." Dindorf. 
" " Finely carved works." Liddell, 
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mounted words of the ingenious ' hero : while he, having 
bristled up the shaggy locks of his naturally-haired mane, 
and contracting his brows dreadfully, and roaring, will send 
fortli bolt-fastened words,^ tearing tliem up like planks witli 
gigantic breath. On the other side the word-making, polished 
tongue, examiner of words, twisting about, agitating envious 
jaws, dissecting the words of his opponent, will refine awaj- 
to nothing vast labour of the lungs.^ \_Enter Bacchus, Pluto, 
^schylus, and Euripides."] 

EuK. I will not give up'' the seat: cease your advisings ; 
for I assert, that I am superior to him in the art. 

Bac. jEschylus, why are you silent ? for you bear his 
language. 

Eur. He will act the dignitary at first, just as he wis 
always accustomed to play the marvellous in his tragedies.^ 

Bag. My good fellow,'' speak not so very loftily. 

Eur. I know him, and have looked him through of old — a 
fellow that writes savage poetry,' stubborn of speech, with an 
unbridled, licentious, unchecked tongue, unskilled in talk,* 
pomp-bundle-worded. 

' Spanheim observes on the constant use of words compounded 
with fp^v in the plays of jEschykis, Prom. 884, S. C. Theb. 7(iO, 
Eum. 326, and also in his own prayer shortly after (vs. 886). The 
word iiT'irolSaiiojv occurs in the Prom. 811. Supp. 299. 

2 yofKjioQ and its compounds are favoui'ite terms with Aeschylus. 
Mitchell cites Suppl. 921. Theb. 537. Pers. 71. Suppl. 434, 825. 

" Pers. Sat. i. 14, " Grande ahquid, quod pulmo animiE praelargus 
anhelet." 

• " Aufgeben werd' Ich nicht den Thron ! spar' deinen Rath, 
Denn dessen Meister riihm' Ich mich in unsrer Kunst." Droys. 

See note on Lys. 119. For the construction of fiitiUirBai, see Lid- 
dell's Lex. in voc. iii. 

' " He's mustering up a grrand commanding visage 

A silent attitude — the common trick 

That he begins with in his tragedies." Frerc. 
lie alludes to a fashion jEschylus had of biinging his characters on 
the stage and keeping them for a long time suent. See vs. 912. 

• Cf. vs. 1227. Aves, 1638. Eccles. 564, 784. Eur. Hec. 707. 
Heracl. 568. Reisig, Com. Crit. Colon, p. 243. This use of /ityaXa ia 
very rare, although /^Eya Xiyiiv is of common occurrence. See 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 129. 

' The allusion is, as Mitchell observes, to his Salvator-Rosa-like 
fondness for wild and savage scenery. 

• " Uniiberredsar- " Droyaen. C Liddell's Lex. in voc. Pollux, 
ii 125. 
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iEsr.H. Indeed? you son of the marktt-goddess,' do you 
%ay this of me,^ vou gossip-gleaner, and drawer of beggarly 
characters, and rag-stitcher ? But by no means shall you 
say it with impunity. 

Bac. Cease, jEschylus, and do not passionately inflame your 
heart with wrath ! 

^SCH. Certainly not ; before I shall have shown up clearly 
this introducer of lame characters, what sort ' of a person he 
is, who speaks so boldly. 

Bag. Boy^, bring out a lamb, a black lamb, for a storm* is 
ready to issue forth. 

^SCH. O thou that coUectest Cretan ^ monodies, and intro- 
ducest unholy nuptials into the art 

Bac. Hollo ! stop, O highly-honoured ^schylus ! And 
do you, unlucky Euripides, get yourself out of the way of 
the hail-storm, if you are wise, lest through passion he smite 
your temples with a head-breaking word and let out your 
Telephus.^ And do you, JEschylus, not angrily, but 
temperately refute, and be refuted.' It is not meet that poets 
should rail at each other, like bread-women. But you in- 
stantly roar like a holm oak on fire. 

' " Wahrhaftig, Sprosse jener Gartengottin du ! " Droyaen. 
The allusion is to Euripides' mother, Clito, the market-gardener. The 
line itself is a parody upon Euripides' own line, Frag. Inc. 200, 
d\Tj9sgt <i» TTat TTJs ^aXaacriag ^eov ; 
» See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 12. » Cf. Vesp. 530. 

* "Quick! quick! A sacrifice to the winds ! Make ready; 
The storm of rage is gathering. Bring a victim." Frere. 
Virgil, ^n. iii. 120, Nigram Hiemi pecudem, Zephyris felicilms albam. 
" Bacchus does not call for a sacrifice. It is his buffoonish way of 
saying that ^schylus is going to be in a stormy passion." Frere. 
' O der du Kretischen Hurgesang zusammenfeilschst, 
TJnd widernaturliche Ehen einfUhrst in die Kunst." Droysen. 
See Nub. 1372. He alludes to the Hippolytus, in which Phsedra 
(who was of Cretan origin) plays a prominent part. The monodies 
here mentioned are at vs. 197 of that play. The comedian adverts 
also to his story of Macareus and Canace, (Ovid. Met. xi. 563,) and 
to his Pasiphae. 

• " Or else with one of his big thumping phrases 

Yc-' '11 get your brains dash'd out, and all your notions 
And sentiments and matter mash'd to pieces." Frere. 
TrjKi^ov is irap^ Trpoo'joiciav for iyKijiaKov. 

' Plato, Gorg. p. 462, A., iv rip fiipu Iptaruv Kat cpoiru/tcvof, darff 
iyi!) rt Ka'. Topyias, fXi/x^ " «<«' iXEyx"". Cf. Cicer. Tusc. ii. 2. 
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EuK. I am ready, and do not decline, to bite, or to be bit- 
ten first, if he tliinks proper, in iambics, in choral songs, and 
in the nerves of tragedy ; and, by Jove, in the Peleus, too, 
and the -ffiolus, and the Meleager, nay, even the Telephus.' 

Bac. What, pray, do you mean to do ? Teil me, JEsehylus ! 

JEsCH. I was wishing 2 not to contend here ; for our con- 
test is not on equal terms. 

Bag. Why, pray? 

^scn. Because ^ my poetry has not died with me, but this 
man's has died with him, so that he will be able to recite it. 
But still, since you think proper, I must do so. 

Bac. Come then, lot some one give me here frankincense 
and fire, that I may pray,^ prior to the learned compositions, 
so as to decide^ this contest most skilfully. But do you [to 
the Chorus\ sing some song to the Muses. 

Cho. O you chaste Muses, the nine^ virgins of Jove, who 
look down upon the subtle, sagacious minds of maxim-coin- 
ing men,' whenever they enter into competition as opponents 
with keenly-studied tricks of wrestling, come to observe the 
power of mouths most skilful in furnishing for themselves 
words and poetic saw-dust.' For now the mighty contest of 
skill is coming to action^ forthwith. 

' Comp. Pax, 280. 

' There is no omission of av in this passage, for the wish is a real 
one and not limited by conditions. See .£schin. Ctes. § 2. Matthia, 
Gr. Gr. § 509, 5, a. Bernhardvj W. S. p. 373. &v is never omitted 
with the indicative except in hypothetical propositions. For cases 
of this kind, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 10, obs. 1, and § 53, 10, obs. 
5. Cf. vs. 1195, ot/™- Vesp. 709. 

^ " Because my poems live on earth above, 
And his died with him, and descended here. 
And are at hand as ready witnesses." Frere. 

* " Bacchus imitates the agonothetae and prize arbiters, who in 
like manner were accustomed to offer prayer and sacrifice before 
Uieatrical or other contests." Mitchell. 

' " Den Streit zu entscheiden musenkun3tverstandiglichst."i)roy«. 

' Mitchell compares Eur. Med. 827- 

' Thus in the Clouds, vs. 952. Knights, vs. 1379. Thesm. 55. 

" So oft sie mit griindlich studirten, 

Kiinstlich gefiihrten Finessen 

Bewehrt sich cntgegen ira Kampf stehn." Droyaen. 

* " The ptifiara is applied to .ffischylus, the ' saw-dust' to Euripi' , 
tea." Scholiast. 

' " Denn der erhabene Kampf 

Upber ilie Meisterschaft, jetzt wird er losgeheu." Droysm. 
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Bac. Now dc you two alao offer up some prayer, before 
you recite your verses. 

-iEscH. {offering frankincense). Ceres, who nourislied 
my mind, may I be ' worthy of your mysteries ! 

Bac. Come then, now do you also [to Euripides'] offer 
frankincense.^ 

Eur. Excuse me ; for the gods ' to whom I pray, are dif- 
ferent. 

Bac. Are they some of your own, a new^ coinage ? 

Eur. Most assuredly. 

Bac. Come thfen, pray to your peculiar* gods. 
'^ Eur. O Air, my food,^ and thou well-hung tongue, and 
sagacity, and sharp-smelling nostrils, may I rightly refute 
whatever arguments I assail.^ 

Cho. Well now, we are desirous to hear from you two 
learned men what hostile course of argument you will enter 
upon. For their tongue has been exasperated, and the spirit 

' iE.schylus was a native of Eleusis, and therefore offers up his 
;irayer to the patron goddess of that town. The mysteries, how- 
ever, which he mentions, he had during his life-time been accused 
of divulging, but escaped by pleading ignorance of the sacred na- 
ture of what he had revealed. Arisi. Eth. 3. See Franz's " Des 
/Eschylos Oresteia," Introduction, p. xxxi. It is probable, there- 
fore, that he had before his death been initiated. " The poetry 
of ^scbylus is pervaded by a most earnest tone of religious feeling. 
His reverential, pious prayer, stands in striking contrast to the 
' enlightened ' blasphemy of Euripides." Droysen. For the infini- 
sive, see note on vs. 169, and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 357. 
Comp. Nub. 426. Vesp. 96. 
" " Pray excuse me : — 
The gods I worship are of other kinds." Dunster. 
?or this use of icaXwc, see note on vs. 508, and for the relative, see 
notes on Thesm. 502. Nub. 863, and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 303. 

* The reader will remember one of the articles of Socrates' im- 

geachment, on Kcuvd. dariyaye Saijxovia, which was brought against 
im five years subsequently. 

' " Dindorf and Thiersch observe, that there is a certain comic 
ambiguity in this word, which implies at once peculiar, and also 
vulgar, plebeian." Mitchell. 

• " JVleine Weide." Droysen. Cf. Nub. 331, 424. 

' " Thou foodful Air, the nurse of all my notions ; 
And ye, tiie organic powers of sense and speech. 
And keen, refined, olfactory discernment, 
Assist my present search for faults and errors." Frtn. 
Comp. note on vs. 169, and Bernhardy W. S. p. 357< 
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of both is not devoid of courage, nor their souls sluggish. 
Therefore 'tis reasonable to expect that one will say some- 
thing clever and well-polished; while the other, tearing them 
up,' will fall on him with words torn up from the very 
roots, and toss about many long rolling words. 

Bag. Come, you ought to recite as soon as possible : but iu 
such manner that you shall utter what is polite, and neither 
metaphors,^ nor such as any one else might say. 

Eur. Well now, I will speak of myself subsequently, what 
I am in poetry ; but first 1 will convict this fellow, that he 
was an impostor and a quack, and will show with what tricks 
h(; cajoled the spectators, having received them reared as fools 
in the school of Phrynichus.^ For first of all he used to 
muffle up and seat some single character, an Achilles' or a 
Niobe, without showing the face, a piece of tragic quackery,* 
who did not even utter so much 

* Dindorf translates this, alterum convellentevn illumy radicitus eoulsis 
verbis irruentem, multas dissipaturum esse verborum tricas. 

' The first sarcasm is directed at the transcendental metaphors 
jf ^schylus, the second at Euripides' fondness for the language of 
common life. 

' Phrynichus the tragedian having brought on the stage a play, 
the subject of which was the taking of Miletus by the Persians, so 
powerfully affected his audience, that, to use the words of Herodo- 
tus, " the theatre melted into tears ;" and he was fined a thousand 
drachmae for recalling their misfortunes to the minds of his country- 
men. This play was acted b. c. 497. See Bentley, Phal. p. 183, 184. 
-tschylus died d. c. 455, in the 69th year of his age. The author 
of the argument prr-fixed to the Persae asserts, on the authority 
of Glaucus, that ./ischylus copied that play from the Phasnissa of 
Phrynichus. 

* The former of these characters was introduced in a play of 
iEschylus, called the Ransom of Hector, where he exchanged only a 
few words with Mercury, and continued silent during the rest of 
the play. Niobe was represented sitting mute on tbc tomb of her 
children until the third act of a drama which bore her name. Of 
Telephus, however, (see Tyrwhitt's note on Arist. Poet. p. 153, 
where that able commentator's only point of doubt seems to be 
accounted for upon this practice of iEschylus,) Euripides says no- 
thing, conscious perhaps of the probability of his sarcasms being 
turned on himself. Bergler observes that Euripides has 8;iven in to 
the very same fault in the Adrastus of his Suppliants, and in his 
Hecuba, in the tragedy of that name: Supp. 104. Hec. 485. 

' npoaxjjiia is used by Josephus to express the shadow of power 
which Hyrcanus possessed, while the reality was enjoyed by Herod 
and Phaselus. Antiq. xiv. 12. " Trauerspiels Ausnangeschild.'' 
Vroysen. 

2 1- 
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Bag. No, by Jove,' they certainly did not. 

Eur. His chorus, on the other hand, used to burl four 
Series of songs one after another without ceasing ; while they 
were silent. 

Bac. But I used to like the silence, and this used to please 
me no less than those that chatter now-a-days. 

EuK. For you were a simpleton, be well assured. 

Bac. I also think so myself.'' But why did What's his 
name do this ? 

Edr. Out of quackery,' that the spectator might sit ex- 
pecting, when his Niobe would'' utter something ; while the 
play would be going on. 

Bac. O the thorough rascal ! How I was cheated, then, 
by him ![ To ^schylus.'] , Why are you stretching and yawn- 
ing, and showing impatience ? 

Eur. Because I expose him. And then, when he had 
trifled in this way, and the drama was now half over, he used 
to speak some dozen words as big* as bulls, with brows and 
crests, some tremendous fellows of terrific aspect, unknown to 
the spectators. 

^SOH. Ah me, miserable I 

Bag. {to ^schylus). Be silent. 

EtTR. But not a single plain word would he utter.® 

Bac. (to ^schylus). Don't grind your teeth. 

EuR. But either " Scamanders, or trenches, or griffin- 
eagles' of beaten brass upon shields," and neck-breaking 
words,* which it was not easy to guess the meaning of. 

' " No more they did : 'tis very true." Frere. 
= See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 2, obs. 1. 
' " Dunstmacherei." Droysen. 

• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 8. 

» " Worte biiffelmass'ge." Droysen- Cf. Pax, 1278. 

• " Eur. He never used a simple word 

Bacch. {to JEachyhis). Don't grind your teeth so strangely. 
Eur. But ' Bulwarks and Scamanders,' and ' HippogrifTs and 
Gorgons, 

On burnish'd shields of brass,' — ^bloody remorseless phrases 

That nobody could understand." Frere. 

' See the Agam. vs. 522, 1168. Choeph. 363. Eum. 395. The 
Gryphons (or Griffin") occur in the Prom. 810, and are mentioned 
by flerodotus, iii. 116; iv. 13. 

• " Sturzjahes Wortgeschwindel." Droyten, 
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Bac. Aj'o, by the gods '. at any rate I have lain ' awake 
Wfore now during a iong space ^ of the night, trying to find 
out his " yellow horse-cock," what bird it is. 

-(EsCH. It had been painted' as a device on the ships, you 
ignoramus. 

Bac. But I thought it was Eryxis,'' the son of Philoxenus. 

Eur. Ought you then to have introduced a cock^ into 
tragedy ? 

-iEscn. And what sort,^ you enemy of the gods, are the 
things which you introduced? 

EcK. Not horse-cocks, by Jove, nor yet goat-stags, as you 
do, such as they depict on the Persian tapestry:' but imme- 
diately, as soon as ever I received the art from you, puffed 
out with pompous phrases and ponderous words, I first of all 
reduced it, and took off its ponderousness with versicles, and 
argumentations, and with white beet,' giving it chatter-juice, 
filtering it from books : and then I nursed it up with mono- 
dies, making an infusion of Cephisophon.^ Then I did not 

' Here a distich of Euripides (Hipp. 375) is parodied : see Eq. 
1290. The Hippalectryon occurred in the Myrmidons of .Slschylus. 
It is ridiculed again in Pax, 1177. Aves, 800. See notes on Nub. 
1148. Eccles. 1126. 

' Mitchell cites .iEsch. Agam. 534, 592. 

' " A figure on the head of ships, you goose ; 
You must have seen them." Frere. 

' Philoxenus, whose son and father appear to have had the same 
name, is mentioned by Aristotle as a great glutton. Eth. iii. t. 10. 
" Who Eryxis, the son of Philoxenus, was, we know not. The 
Scholiast says he was ridiculed for being deformed and of a per- 
verse temper. His father, a pupil of Anaxagoras, has been occa- 
sionally mentioned by Aristophanes." Droysen. See Vesp. 84. 
Nub. 686. 

' See note on Lys. 171. 

• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 16, obs. 3. Cratinus, (ap. Athen. i». 
p. 164, E.,) iXStz T^v Qaaiav aX/ijjv oV arra jSavZti. 

' The custom of painting monstrous figures of animals on eastern 
tapestry is commented on by Vossius, in his notes to Catullus, p. 
197. Ihe architecture of the temples in Hindostan at this day 
rr ■').i furnish some curious patterns for a work of this sort. This 
•■aj,estry is mentioned also by Aristotle, Mir. Ausc. c. 119. Plautus, 
Blich. act ii. sc. 1, vs. 54, calls them Babylonian. 

' He means that he reduced the swelling with a poultice of whiln 
beet. 

'' It was in consequence of an intrigue between Cephisophon and 
the wife of Euripides, that the tragedian retired to the court of 
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trifle with whatever I met with, nor rashly' jumbled things 
together; but he who came forward first used straightway 
to tell the pedigree of the piece.^ 

Bac. For, by Jove, 'twas better than to tell your own.' 

EtTE. Then'' from the first verse I used to leave nothing 
idle; but a woman ^ would speak for me, or a slave all the 
same, or a master, or a virgin, or an old woman. 

^SCH. Then ought you not, pray, to have been put to 
death for daring to do this ? 

Eur. No, by Apollo ; for I did it as a popular act. 

Bac. No more of this, my good friend ; for upon this sub- 
ject your argumentation does not appear to the best advantage." 

Archelaus, king of Macedon. The sophist who forged the letters 
of Euripides was so little aware of this circumstance, that he has 
made the poet address one of his longest and most friendly epistles 
to the very person who had thus dishonoured him. See Bentley, 
Phal. p. 419, ed. Lond. 1777. 

" Mit Saftchen feinster Schwatzelei, aus Biichern wohl erlesen ; 
Monodien hekam sie dann, vermengt mit Kephisophon, zu es- 
sen." Droysen. 
' " In quce incidit, quce ipse occupat, excogitando." Dindorf. 
° " I kept my plots distinct and clear, and to prevent confusion. 
My leading characters rehearsed their pedigrees for prologues." 

Frere 

See Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 119. 

'' This witticism depends on the double meaning of the word ysvoj 

* " Sodann von den ersten Versen an, nichts liess Ich miissjg 

dastehn, i 

Nein nein, es sprach, mir da die Frau, desgleichen sprach der 

Sklave, 
Es sprach der Mann, das Tochterlein, das alte Weib.'' Droysen. 
See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 222. 

' Ai'istotle, m his Poetics, (28,) has blamed the tragedian for in- 
troducing Melanippe discussing the philosophy of the Anaxagoraean 
school, to prove to her father that the children she had herself 
borne and concealed were the oifspring of his cows ! See Mus. 
Crit. 1. p. 531. 
" " Denn dieseSachen sind fiirwahr nicht deine starke Seite." 

Droyien. 
As if he had said, " the less you talk of your love of democracy the 
better." Socrates, Euripides, Plato, Xenophon, and Critias are 
known to have entertained a thorough contempt for democracy ii; 
any shape. Whatever Euripides may have said in his tragediei 
in favour of it, his real sentiments were opposed to it. " The phi- 
losophic sect to which Euripides belonged, were known to be hostil* 
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Eur. Then I taught these' to speechify 

jEsch. I gi-ant you. Would that you had burst ^ asunder 
in the middle before you taught them. 

Edr. And the introduction of subtle rules, and the corner- 
ing-oiF of verses, to notice, to see, to understand, to twist, to 
love, to use stratagems,^ to suspect mischief,'' to contrive all 
things cunningly* 

jEsch. I grant you. 

Edr. Introducing domestic affairs, with which we ar« 
conversant, in which we are engaged, by which ^ I might bi 
tested ; for these,' being acquainted with the subjects, might 
criticise my art. But I used not to talk big, taking them 
away from their understandings, nor did I astound* them by 
introducing Cycni and Memnons with bells on their horses' 
trappings. And you will recognise ' the pupils of each, his 
and mine. His are Phormisius'" and Megaenetus'' the Mag- 
to the democracy." Frere. Mr. Mitchell professes to understand 
the passage very differently. 

' i. e. the spectators." Mitchell. 

^ See note on Nub. 41. ' Comp. Ach. 385. 

• Comp. Thesm. 396, 496. 

' " Nach Regeln der Kunst zu Werke gehn, abzirkeln Zeil' um 
Zeile, 
Bemerken, denken, sehen, verstehn, belisten, lieben, schleichen, 
ArgwiJhnen, laugnen, her und hin erwagen." Droysen. 
' " So that the audience, one and all, from personal experience, 
Were competent to judge the piece, and form a fair opinion, 
Whether my scenes and sentiments agreed with truth and na 

ture." Frere. 

" Und gab mich so dem Urtheil Preis, da jeder, dessen Kenner, 
Urtheilte iiber meine Kunst." Droysen. 

Conip. Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 79, 83. 
' The audience. 

• See Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 523. 

• " Auch wird man seine SchUler leicht von meinen unterschci- 

den." Droysen. 

" Phormisius is mentioned in the Eccl. vs. 97i as hairy in his per- 
son J and the Scholiast says his rough aspect was Euripides' chief 
inducement to place him in the school of ^scbylus the aypioTroidf. 
" A few years later he was in the notorious embassy to the king of 
Persia, which Plato the comic poet cut up in his ' Ambassadors.' " 
Droysen. For rovTov/itvi, see note on Thesm. 646. 

11 " Magsenetus, according to the Scholiast, was one of those wn« 
strove to be appointed a general." Droysen. 
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nesian, whiskered-lance '-trumpetera, sneering-pine-ben<lers 
while mine are Clitophon,^ and Theramenes the elegant. 

Bac. Theramenes ? a clever man and skilful in all things,' 
who, if he any where fall into troubles, and stand nigh unto 
them, escapes out of'* his troubles, no Chian, but a Ceian.^ 

EuK. I certainly instructed^ them to be prudent in such 
matters, by introducing into the art calculation and consider- 
ation ; so that now they understand^ and discern all things, 
and regulate both other matters and their households better 
than heretofote," and look at things narrowly, — " How is this ? 
Where is this ? Who took this ?'"9 

Bac. Yes, by the gods ; at any rate every Athenian '<• now 

' " Trompetengrimbartslanzenvolk, zahnknirschesichtenbeuger." 

Droysen, 
In the latter word thei-e is an allusion to Sinis, a famous robber iu 
Attica, who, from his prodigious strength, was able to bend the 
boughs of trees together, to which he then tied his prisoners, and 
afterwards, unloosing the bands that held together the branches, 
he suffered them to recoil, and his victims were torn limb from 
limb. He was put to death by Theseus. Ovid. Met. vii. vs. 440. 

' " Clitophon, the son of Aristonymus, is the same person as he 
after whom one of Plato's Dialogues is named. He was a pupil 
find admirer of the sophist Thrasymachus, as Theramenes was of 
Prodicus : both thereforfe were educated after the ' new ' mode." 
Droysen. For Theramenes, see note on 540, and for kohij/oq, see 
note on Thesm. 93. 

^ See note on Thesm. 646. * Comp. .^isch. Eum. 142, ed. Franz. 

' " Apparently a provei-bial expression, implying one \vho can 
say Sibboleth, or Shibboleth, as will best serve his purpose. No al- 
lusion, say Brunck and Dindorf, to the game of dice is here to be 
understood. The expression is applicable to a man of versatile 
genius, who, like the bat in the fable, can be bird or mouse, as will 
best answer his end, being always found on the prosperous side." 
Mitchell. " The proverb is, however, said to refer not to this [game 
of dice], but to the contrast between the dishonest Chians and 'the 
honest Ceians." Liddell. 

• See Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 176. 

• Hesiod, Op. 291, outoi; /i£v iravacuffro^, oQ avTOS Travn voiiffsi, 

• See KrLiger, Gr. Gr. § 5'0, 1, obs. 19. 

■• " Marking every thing amiss — 
' Where is that?' and—' What is this ? ' 
' This is broken — That is gone.' 
'Tis the modern style and tone." Frere. 
" " General distress had produced a. stricter economy, which \» 
lipie hiimorously attributed to the precepts of Euripides." Frire 
Foi fiirai T1.C, see Mus. Crit. ii. p. 20. 
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when he comes in, bawls to his domestics and inquires, — 
" Where's the pitcher ? Who has eaten ofi' tlie sprat's liead ? ' 
My last year's bowl is gone. Where is the garlic of yester- 
da)'? Who has nibbled at my olives?" But before this they 
used to sit most stupid, gaping boobies'' and blockheads. 

Oho. " Thou seest this, O illustrious Achilles." ^ Come, 
what wilt thou say to this ? Only see that thine anger seize 
thee not, and carry thee out of'' the course ; for he has laid 
grievous things to your charge.* But, noble man, see that 
you do not reply with anger, but shorten sail, using the ex- 
tremity^ of your sails, and then gradually bear up, and watch 
when you catch the wind gentle and steady. But, O thou 
first' of the Greeks that built the lofty rhyme, and gave dig- 
nity to tragic nonsense," boldly send forth thy torrent of 
words. 

-SlsCH. I am angry at the encounter, and my heart is in- 
dignant that^ I must reply to this man. Yet, that he may 
not say I am at a loss, [to Euripides,'] answer '" me, for what 
ought we to admire a poet ? 

EuK. For cleverness and instruction, and because we make ^ 
the people in the cities better. 

^SCH. If then you have not done this, but from good and 

' Anaxilas, (ap. Athen. vii. 313,) ro5 KEffrpewj KaTiSr\SoKiv to Kpa- 
viov, 
' See Mus. Crit. i. p. 127. 

' Harpocration has added to this verse (which is a quotation 
from the Myrmidons of .flJschylus) the two following : 
AoptXvfidvTOVQ Aavatov fiox^oVQ, 
OvQ irpoTrairuKag iiatti KXtaiag, 
It appears they were the words of some embassy to Achilles, en- 
treating his assistance. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 280. 

* An allusion to the Hippodrome, at the terminus of which were 
planted olives, to mark the limit? of the course. See note on 
Lys. 316. 

' " Cf. Dobree's Advers. i. p. 247." Mitchell. 

' For the construction of aicpoc, see note on Thesm. 1099. 

' " Zuerst aufthiirmtest erhabene Phrasen." Droysen. 

' " Und dem tragischen Spiel Pomp gabst und Kothurn." Droya 
Aristophanes means to say, that he found tragedy a mass of ab- 
surdities, and elevated it to tragic dignity. Mr. Mitchell very 
aptly cites the testimony of Prof. Schorefield on this point, (Prwf 
'•a iSschyl.,) " Lateritiam invenit, marmoream reliquit." 

• See kruger, Or. Gr. § 65, 5. obs. 7. 

'• Cf. Lys. *86. 487, and Bernhardy, W. S. 424. 
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noble characters have rendered' them most knavish, what 
will you say you are deserving* to suffer? 

Bag. To be put to death ; don't ask him.^ 

^SCH. Observe then what sort of men he originally re- 
ceived them from me, if noble and tall fellows,' and not citi- 
zens that shirk all state burdens,* nor loungers in the market, 
nor rogues, as they are now, nor villains; but breathing*"' of 
jpears, and lances, and white-crested helmets, and casque* 
iind greaves, and seven-fold' courage. 

Eur. This mischief now is spreading.* He will kill m\ 
with his repeated helmet-making. 

Bac. And by having done what did you teach them to be 
so noble-minded? [^^schi/lus is silent.^ Speak, -ffischylus, 
and do not be churlishly haughty and angry. 

-ZEsCH. By having composed a drama full of martial spirit. 

Bac. Of what kind ? 

^SCH. The " Seven against Thebes." Every man that 
saw it would long to be a warrior.' 

Bag. Indeed this has been ill done of you ; for you have 
made the Thebans '" more courageous for the war ; and for 
this you must be beaten.^' 

' " cLTriSei^ag := ivroirfirag, aiTi(pr)vag, as often elsewhere. Cf. Plut. 
127, 210." Thiersch. " See Class. Mus. No. xxv. p. 230. 

^ " Death, to be sure! Take that answer from me." Frere. Ct". 
Plut. 499. Aves, 492. 

' Comp. Vesp. 553. ^ Comp. Ach. 601. 

' As examples of this iEschylean construction, Mr. Mitchell re- 
fers to Agam. 366, 1280i Cho. 30. Eum. 835. Prom. V. 367. 

' Comp. Horn. II. vii. 223. Bernhardy translates dvnovg, passion- 
ate ebullitioiis of rage. So also vs. 676, supra, ao(piai, philosophic arts. 
Plato, Legg, ii. p- 665, D., ^(tovriang, judgments, ibid. xi. p. 922, A., 
av^piai, brave deeds. Plato, Theset. p. 172, .C, ifiiXoaoipiai, systems of 
philosophy. Isocr. Areop. p. 147, -Trai^aat, stages in education. Horn. 
Od. M. 341, ^avaroL, kinds of death. So also fiavlaiy cases of madness; 
KoXXri, beautiful fotnns ; /3tot, means of living, modes of life ; aX-qQuai, 
the true circumstances. The plural denotes the various kinds of the 
thing mentioned. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 44, 3, obs. 2. 

' Comp. Nub. 906. Ves} . 1483. 

° For the construction, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 9, obs. 2, and 
for av rjodaOt], see note on Aves, 788. 

" i. e. "the Thebans of the comic poet's day, who at the com- 
mencement of the Peloponnesian War had united themselves with 
the Spartans, not the Thebans desciibed in the drama of JFnehy- 
lua." Mitchell. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 335. 

" Comp. aate on Thesm. 1171. 
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-flilsrsH. It was in your power to practise it ; but you did 
not turn yourselves to this. Then I published the "Persae" 
after this ' and taught them to desire always to conquer tlieir 
id -prsaries, having embellished a most noble achievement. 

Bag. Of a truth I was delighted, when report was made 
ibout the defunct Darius, and the chorus immediately struck 
Its liiinds together thus and exclaimed " Alas!"^ 

-'EsCH. This it behoves poets to practise. For observe how 
useful the^ noble poets have been from of old. Orpheus'* 
made known to us mystic rites, and to abstain* from slaughter ; 
Musreus, thorough cures* of diseases, and oracles ; Hesiod, tlie 
cultivation of the earth, the season for fruits, and tillage ; and 
by what did the divine Homer obtain honour and glory, ex- 
cept this, that he taught what was useful, the marshalling of 
an army, brave deeds, and the equipment of heroes ?' 

Bag. And yet, nevertheless, he did not teach the most 

' Comp. note on Plut. 504. 

' There is no passage in the Perste, as handed io'im to us, in 
which the word iavoX occurs ; but so inconsiderable an expression, 
in fact, little better than a direction to the chorus, might easily have 
been altered or omitted. Aristophanes appears to allude to their 
praise of the deceased monarch. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 9. 

* From this poet, the orgies of Bacchus, said to have been brought 
fiom Egypt to Greece by him, were called Orphica. 

» Horace, A. P. 391, 

" Silvestres homines 

Caedibus ac victu foedo deterruit Orpheus.'' 
For this use of icai, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 59, 2, obs. G. 

• Spanheim observes that this is claimed by Prometlieus in jtschy- 
lus. Musasus is supposed to have been son or scholar of Linus or 
Or7)heus. Virgil assigns him a distinguished place in Elybiuiii, 
^n. vi. 677. The Scholiast mentions his tomb in Phalerum. 

' " Orpheus instructed mankind in religion. 
Reclaimed them from bloodshed and barbarous rites; 
MusEeus delivered the doctrine of medicine. 
And warnings prophetic for ages to come ; 
Next came old Hesiod, teaching us husbandry, 
Ploughing and sowing, and rural affairs. 
Rural economy, rural astronomy. 
Homely morality, labour, and thrift. 
Homer himself, our adorable Homer, 
What was his title to praise and renown ? 
■What but the worth of the lessons he taught u«. 
Discipline, arms, and equipment of war. ' Fnn. 
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Stupid Pautacles.' At any rate, lately, when ho was for 
leading the procession, he tied on his helmet first and was 
going to fasten his crest on it.'^ 

-iEscH. But in truth many other brave men, of whose 
number also was the hero Lamachus : from whom my mind' 
copied and represented the many brave deeds of Patrocluses^ 
and lion-hearted Teucers, that I might rouse the citizen to 
raise himself to these, whenever he should hear the trumpet. 
But, by Jupiter, I did not introduce harlot Phsedras or Sthe- 
noboeas ;* nor does any one know any^ woman whom I ever 
represented in love.^ 

EuK. No, by Jove ; for neither was there aught of Venus 
in you. 

^SCH. Nor may there be ; but over you and yours she 
presided very mightily;* so that she even cast you down 
yourself.^ 

' " Pantacles, whom Eupolis also called ' The awkward,' probably 
committed that comical awkwardness at the Panathenaia. He is said 
to have been Hipparch ; therefore a person of some consequence-' 
Droyaen. 

' " Doch den Pantakles wenigstens hat er 

Nichts grosses gelehrt, den verschrobenen ! 

Letzt, als f iihren er soUte den Festzug, 

Band fest er zuerst sich den Helm, 

Um sodann sich den Helmbusch driiber zu stecken." Droyaen. 
' ""09fv = ai^' ov, viz. 'O/iripov." Dindorf. In Athenaeus (viii. 
348) ^schylus calls his dramas Ti/iaxv /icyaXiov Snirvwv 'Oii-qpov, 

* For this use of the plural of proper names, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. 
§ 44, 3, obs. 7. Bernliardy, W. S. p. 61. Longin. Sublim. xxiii. 
3 and 4. 

' Tbe wife of Proetus, king of Argos. Being unable to induce 
Bellerophon to listen to her, sne accused him to her husband falsely, 
which occasioned his expedition against the Chimsera. Homer calls 
her Antaea. II. vi. 152, &c. Comp. note on Thesra. 404, and for 
the second negative, see note on Plut. 551. 

^ Pliiletoerus (ap. Athen.^ xiii. p. 587, E.), QeoXvTuiv S" ovk oiSiv 
oiSe'ig, oTt to irpdrov iyivero. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs. II. 

' Spanheim observes that ^schylus' recollection must have to- 
tally failed him, when the whole plot of the Agamemnon (by many 
considered the best of his compositien3 remaining) turns on the 
adulterous passion of Clytaemnestra. 

' Mitchell compares Eur. Hippol. 1, 445. Add Iph. Aul. 529, cd. 
Hartung, and Bernhardy, W- S. p. 334, and for ttoWoD, cf. Niib. 
915. Equit. 822. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 138. 

• This alludes to Cephisoohon's intrigue (see the note on that 
aanie). Euripides was unfortunate in his matrimonial connexion* 
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Bag. Yea, by Jupiter, this is assuredly the case ; for you 
have been yourself afflicted with those things, which you 
composed upon other men's wives. 

Eur. Why, what harm, you wretched fellow, do my Sthe 
noboeas do to the city ? 

-(EscH. Because you have moved women, well-born, and thp 
wives of well-born men, to drink hemlock, shamed on ac 
count of your Bellerophons. 

Eur. But is this story which ' I composed about Phaedra, 
an unreal one ? 

.^SCH. No, by Jove, but a reaP one. Yet it becomes a poet 
to hide wickedness, and not to bring it forward, or represent 
it ; for he who directs them is teacher to the little children, 
but poets to those ^ who are grown up. In truth, it greatly 
behoves us to speak what is useful. 

Eur. If then you talk to us of Lycabettuses,'' and the heights 
of ]\Iount Parnes,* is this teaching what is useful, who ought 
to speak in the language of men ? 

having been twice married, and twice divorced ; which, some think, 
accounts for the antipathy to women exhibited in his plays ; to 
which, in justice, it must be added, his Alcestis forms an illustrious 
exception. Cf. note on Nub. 765. For the tmesis, cf. Nub. 792, 
1440. Aves, 1070, 1.506. Lys. 262. Plut. 65. Kiin, Greg. Cor. p. 
447. Blomf. Gloss. Agam. 569. Schafer, Melet. Crit. p. 68. Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 197. In Attic prose this usage is more doubtful. 
See, however, Schafer, Demosth. vol. iv. p. 536. 

' " But at least you '11 allow that I never invented it, 
Phaedra's affair was a matter of fact." Frere. 
" An vero historlam de Pfuedrd composui atlter atquo extabat f " Brunck- 
Cf. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 7, and note on Thesm. 597. 
' " A fact, with a vengeance ! but horrible facts 
Should be buried in silence, not bruited abroad, , 

Nor brought forth on the stage, nor emblazoned in poetry. 
Children and boys have a teacher assigned them — 
The bard is a master for manhood and youth. 
Bound to instruct them in virtue and truth." Frere. 
' See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 120. 

* Lycabettus, a mountain of Attica, situated near the confines of 
Batotia, anciently abounding in wolves, (whence it derived its 
name,) and afterwards fruitful in olives. For similar examples a( 
" Accusativus de quo," see Mus. Crit. i. p. 532. Bast, Greg. Cor. 
p. 128. 

» Fames, in Attica, must not be confounded with FarnassuB ia 
Phorie. For this use of the relative, see note on Plut. 104fi. 
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JEscH. But, you wretch, it is necessary also to produce 
words which are equal' to the great thoughts and sentiments. 
And besides, it is natural that the demi-gods^ have their 
words mightier than ours, for they also have their dresses 
grander than ours.* When I had beneficially established this, 
you utterly spoiled it. 

Eur. By doing what ? 

-ffiscH. First by dressing royal personages in rags,* that 
tliey might appear to men to be piteous. 

Eur. By doing what then have I injured in this ? 

-^SCH. Therefore on account of this no one who is wealthy 
is willing to be trierarch,° but wraps himself in rags° and 
weeps, and declares he is poor. 

Bac. Aye, by Ceres, with a tunic of fine wool underneath ; 
and if he impose upon them by saying this, he emerges again 
in the fish-market.' 

jEsch. Then, again, you taught them to practise loquacity 
and wordiness, which has emptied the palaestrae,* and worn the 
buttocks of the youths who chatter, and induced the crew of 
the Paralus^ to contradict their commanders. And yet, at that 
time when I was living, they did not understand any thing 
else, but to call for barley cake and shout " Yo heave ho ! " 

Bac. Yes, by Apollo, did he, and to break wind too in the 

' We find o/ioioe also similarly construed : Pax, 527, ofioiov yvXiov 
nTpaTuoTiKov. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 140. 

" It will be observed that, in the Prometheus, lo is the only mortal 
character; and she is approximated to immortals by her singular 
fortunes and subsequent deification. In the Eumenides, Orestes and 
the Pythoness. 

' See note on Eccles. 701. 

' See the sceneTjetween DicEeopolis and Euripides, in the Achar- 
nians, vs. 405, foil, The allusion is to his characters of CEneiis and 
Telephus. 

' The triremes at Athens were built and equipped by the wealthier 
citizens, no particular number of men being nominated to this office ; 
but their number being increased or diminished according to the 
value of their estates, and the exigences of the commonwealth. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 209. 

_' The Circus, a part of the Athenian agora, was principally occu- 
pied by these, where the wealthy and luxurious constantly resorted; 
li«h, and particularly the Copaic eel, being considered among their 
chief delicacies. S«e the Acharnians, vs. 880. For l-x^vs, see note 
on Lys. 557. 

' Comp. Nuh. 1054. • See Thuc. viii. rs, 74. «« 
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face of the rowers on the lowest bench,' and to befoul his mess- 
mate, and when on shore,^ to rob people : but now to contrs- 
dict, and no longer to row, and to sail this way, and, again, 
that way. 

-ffiscH. Of what evils is he not the cause ? Has he not 
represented pimps, and women ' bringing forth in the temples, 
and having connexion with their brothers, and saying, " to 
live is not to live ? " And then, in consequence of this,^ our 
city has been flUed full of under-clerks, and of buffoonish 
charlatans, who are always deceiving the people. But no 
one is able any longer* now to carry a torch ^ through want of 
exercise. 

' Mention is made here of the daXafiaKeg, the lowest tier of rowers 
in a trireme, the middle being called zeugitJE, and the uppermost 
thranitffi. It is rather remarkable that Athenaeus (vol. i. 17) ac- 
cuses .^schylus of introducing on the stage some drunken Greeks 
playing pranks far beneath the dignity of tragedy, and not unlike 
these. 

' " On this transition from a plural number to a singular, see 
Reisig's Conject. p. 151, seq., and Elmsley ad Eur. Med. 552." 
Mitchell. Add Eceles. 207, 508, 618, 672. Vesp. 554. Thesm. 798. 
Plut. 256. Nub. 975, 989. Pax, 640, 833. Equit. 1275. Kriiger, 
Gr. Gr. § 61, 4, obs. 1. Stallbaum on Plato, Rep. p. 389, D. 

" The second of these charges is, according to the Scholiast, an 
allusion to his Auge ; the third to Canace. For a passage somewhat 
similar to the Znv ov Zfjv, see the Hippolytus, 191. The Scholiast 
quotes a passage from the Phrixus to the same purport. Compare 
also Plato, Gorgias, p. 492, E., and vs. 1477, infra. 

* See note on Thesm. 87- 

* tre vvvi belong of course to oIoq ts saTt, and not to dyvfivauioQ. 
Adverbs require the article to admit of being used as attributive 
adjectives. 

" The Panathenaia were divided into Greater and Lesser, the 
former being celebrated on the twenty-second of the month Heca- 
tombffion, once in five years ; the latter was observed every year, on 
the twentieth of Thargelion. In this last there were three games, 
managed by ten presidents elected out of all the tribes of Athens, 
who continued in office four years. On the first day at even there 
was a race with torches, wherein first footmen, and afterwards horse- 
men, contended : the same custom was likewise observed in the 
greater festival. The second contention was ei'nvSpias ayCiv : i. e. a 
gymnical exercise, so called because the combatants therein gave a 
proof of their strength or manhood. The place of these games was 
near the river, and called Panathenaicum. The last was a musical 
contention, first instituted by Pericles. In the songs used at this 
time, they rehearsed the generous undertakings of Harmodius and 
Aristogitop Meursius observes that the race began from the pe- 
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Bac. No, by Jove, certainly not ; so that I was quite spent 
with laughing at the Panathenaia, when a fellow, slow, pale, 
and fat, was running with his head down,' being left behind, 
and acting strangely.^ And then the people of the Cerami- 
cus at the gates fall to beating his belly, sides, flanks, and 
buttocks ; and he, being beaten with the flat of the hand,^ 
fizzled a little and blew out the torch and ran away. 

. Clio. Mighty is the afiair, great is the strife, and mighty 
comes the war.'' Therefore it will be a difficult task to de- 
cide, when the one strains^ powerfully, .and the other is able 
to rally and resist actively. But do not encamp in the same 
place '* always ; for there are many other approaches of cap- 
tious arguments. Whatever therefore you have to dispute 
withal, state it, attack, rip up both what is old and what is 
new ; and make a bold attempt to say something subtle and 
clever. But if you fear this, lest' ignorance be in the spec- 
tators, so as not to understand the subtleties, while you two 
speak; do not dread this; since this is no* longer so. \ For 
they have been soldiers, and each of them with a book^ learns 

destal of a statue of Prometheus, that the competitors were three in 
number, and the prize was his who could carry his torch first to tlie 
goal without extinguishing it. From the practice here mentioned 
by Aristophanes, " Plagae Ceramicse " came into use as a proverb, 
to signify blows struck with the open hand, and in jest. Cf. vs. 
131, supra. 

' Lys. 1002, avyap rav ttoXiv firip \vxvo<l)opioVTEQ en-iKCKv0a/(E£. 
' " Und macht da Grimassen wie toll ! " Droyseri. According to 
Thiersch = 5etva Traax^ov. 
' See Plutiis Prior, Fragm. i. 
' " Hitziger Kampf ist aufgeregt." Vroysen. 
' See similar examples in Liddell, voc. Ttivia, iii. 
" " Auf und bleibt bei Einera Gang nicht ; 
Mancher Angriffspunkt noch beut sich f lir des Disputes Zwiege- 
fecht." Droysen. 
" Quum multi alii etiam aditits (opportunitates) callide excogitatorum 
argumentorum, argutia/rum, pateant, quum variis et rationibua aggredi 
le possint." Dindorf. Cf. note on Thesm. 351. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 4, and notes on Nub. 380. 
Thesm. 520. 

' " That defect has been removed; 
They're prodigiously improved. 
Disciplined, alert, and smart 
Drilled, and exercised in a Fran. 

' PhiUaophical haaVa hxq meant. 
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the rules of art : and besides, their intellects ' are first rate ; 
and now also they have been sharpened besides. Then don't 
fear but go through all, as far as the spectators are con- 
cerned, since they are clever. 

Eur. Well now, I wilP turn to your prologues themsehes, 
so that I shall first of all scrutinize the first part of the tra- 
gedy of the clever man himself; for he was obscure in the 
enunciation of his plots. 

Bag. And which of his will you examine ? 

Eur. Very many. But first recite me that from the 
Oresteia.' 

Bag. Come now, be silent, every man ! Recite, jEschylus I 

jEsch. " Terrestrial* Mercury, who watchest over thy 
paternal powers, be thou my preserver and ally, who suppli- 
i-ate thee. For I have come to this land and am returnin"-." 

Bag. (to Euripides). Are you able to censure any part of 
these ? 

EuK. More than a dozen. 

Bag. Why, they are but three lines altogether. 

Eur. But each of them has twenty blunders, [^^schylm 
exhibits signs of great impatience, and a desire to interrupt 
Etiripides.'\ 

Bag. ^schylus, I recommend you to be silent ; otherwise, 
you will appear obnoxious to more, in addition to your thrfee 
iambics. 

" " Cf. Herod, i. 60. Demosth. Ep. iii. 1047, 11, seq." Mitchell. 
See Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 1.58. 

^ " So werd' Ich also gleich an deine Prologe gehn, 
Um dereestalt den ersten Theil der Eragodie 
Zuerst ihm zu kritisiren, diesem grossen Geist! 
Vcrworren ist er, wenn er den Tliatbestand bespricht." 

Droysen. 
' The Oresteia, according to the Scholiast, was a tetralogy, coin- 
prising tlie Agamemnon, Choephorae, (of which this is the opening,) 
I'limenides, and Proteus Satvricus. See Franz's " Oresteia," In- 
troduction, p. xvi. and Mus. Crit. ii. p. 77. 

* Terrestrial Mercury with supreme espial 
Inspector of that old paternal realm. 
Aid and assist me now, j'our suppliant, 
Revisiting and returning to my country." Frere. 
These three lines form the commencement of the Chnephora, th« 
second piece of the Oresteia. " In this tragedy Orestes is repre- 
(entud as having secretly returned to Argos, standing at the tomb 
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-ffisCH. Shall I be silent for this fellow ? ' 

Bag. Yes ; if you will take my advice. 

Eur. For he has blundered prodigiously' at the very outset 

jEsch. [to Bacchus). Do you see that you are talking 
foolishly ? 

Bac. Well, I am little concerned. 

jEsch. How say you that I blunder ? 

Edk. Recite it again from the beginning. 

jEsch. " Terrestrial Mercury, who watchest over thy 
paternal powers.'" 

Eur. Does not Orestes then say this over the tomb of his 
deceased father ? 

JEsCH. I do not deny it.' 

Eur. Did he then say that Mercury* watched over this, 
when his father perished violently by the hand of a woman, 
through secret stratagems ? 

-ffiscH. It certainly was not that one ; but he addressed 
Mercury, the helper,^ as " Terrestrial," and made it plain by 
saying that he has obtained this prerogative from his father. 

Eur. You have made a still greater 'blunder than I wanted ; 
for if he have obtained the Terrestrial prerogative from his 
father — 

Bac. He would thus be a tomb-robber by his father's side. 

^SCH. Bacchus, you drink wine not redolent of flowers.® 

of his father, and invoking Mercury, (not the vulgar patron of 
thieves, pedlai;?, and spies,) but that more awful deity, the terrestrial 
Hermes, the guardian of the dead, and inspector-general of the in- 
fernal regions, the care of which had been delegated to him by the 
paternal authority of Jupiter." Frere. 

' Lys. 530, troi y', w KaTapare, (TtwTrw *yw ; Livy, iii. 41, " Negant 
sej)rivato reticere." Plutarch, Erot. p. 760, A., u6vi{i Maiicrivf Ka9- 
liioiit. Lucilius, Fragm. Incert. Sat. Ixxxix., " Non omnibus dor- 
mio." See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 85. Dawes, M. C. p. 126. 

» See on vs. 781. ' Cf. Eur. Hec. 302. 

* " So meint er denn, dass Hermes, als ^er Vater fiel 
Gewalt erleidend durch des eignen Weibes Hand 

In geheimer Arglist, treu dabei geholfen hat? " Droysen. 
Euripides moans to insinuate, that the Hermes invoked at the tomb 
of Agamemnon must have been Hermes ioXioQ, the patron of deceit 
and stratagem, and not Hermes x96vioq. 

* By this name he is called in Homer, H. xx. 73; xxiv. 360 ; is 
the latter of which the Scholiast gives as its meaning fifynXu^jXijj 

* Comp P)ut. 805. 
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Uac. Recite him mother ftne. and do you \_to Euripides'] 
look out for the fault.' 

iEscH. "Be thou my preserver and ally, who supplicate 
thee. For I have come to this land and am returning." 

Ecu. The sapient ^schylus has told us the same thing 
twice.^ 

Bag. How twice ? 

EcK. {to Bacchus). Observe the expression ; I will point 
rt out to you : " For I have come to this land," says he, " and 
am returning." But "I have come," is the same' with "I 
am returning.'' 

Bag. Yes, by Jove, just as if one were to say to one's 
neighbour, " Lend ■• me a kneading-trough, or, if you will,* a 
trough to knead in." 

^SGH. (to Bacchus). This is certainly not the same, you 
chattering fellow ; but it is** a most excellent verse. 

Bag. How, pray ? tell' me how you make that out. 

.iEsCH. "To have come" to a land* is in any one's power 
who has his part in a country, for he has come to it without 
any calamity^ besides ; but a man in exile "comes and re- 
turns from exile." '" 

' Comp. vs. 1171, infra. 

" Spanheim here observes that Eubulus the comedian derides 
Jhsremon on the same point, for making use of the terms " water," 
tnd " the body of a river," in the same line, to express a single 
tream. See Aul. Gell. Noct. Att. xiii. 24. 

' "Heimkehren aber ist mit Kommen einerlei." Droysen. 

* Comp. Thesra. 219, 250. ' See Bekker's Anecdot. i. p. 358, 9, 

« Comp. Plut. 371; Nub. 522, 829; Pax, 331; Kriiger, § 56, 3, 
obs. 3. 

' " Lass mich horen, wie du das sagen kannst.'' Droysen. 
" Kaff oTi appears to be said as xaff bvriva rpoirov." Thiersch. 

' " Es koramt ins Land, wer seiner Heimath nicht entbehrt, 
Wer oline weitren Zwang des Schicksals ging und kommt ; 
Doch wer verbannt war, kommt und kehret neim ins Land." 

Droyaen. 

' For this use of dXXof, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 4, obs. 11. It 
is commonly, but very erroneously, said to be pleonastic in such 
formulae. " In these cases dWoc and 'irepos may often be translated 
\)y ' besided,' ' moreover.' " Kriiger. C/ vs. 515, supra. 

'0 Demosthenes (Ag. Aristocr. vol. i. p. 636) has these words,- - 
" For it is evidently impossible for a man to return (icartX^eiv) to a 
country whence he has not previously been banished." See the 
Enmenides, vs. 459 ; Soph. Antij;. vs. 200 ; Person add. ad Eur. Med. 
1011. The preposition has precisely the same force in tcarayu 

a <4 
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Bac. Good, by ApoUo ! What say you, Euripides? 

EcR. I deny that Orestes " returned " home ; for he came 
secretly, without having prevailed upon the rulers.' 

Bac. Good,2 by Mercury ! but I do not understand what 
you mean. 

Eur. Therefore repeat another. 

Bac. Come, ^schylus, be quick and repeat it ; and do 
you [to Euripides} look to what is faulty. 

^SOH. "Upon this mound of his tomb I call upon my 
father to hearken to me and hear." 

Eur. There again ^ he utters another tautology, "to hearken 
and hear ;" which ^ is most evidently the same-thing. 

Bac. Why, he was calling to dead people,^ you wretch, 
wliom we can't reach even by calling thrice.^ 

^SCH. But how did you compose your prologues ? 

Eur. I will show you ; and if any where I say the same 
thing twice,^ or you see any expletive in it foreign to the 
subject, spit upon me. 

' i. e. .ffi'.gisthus and Clytsemnestra. Euripides would have made 
a shining figure (at least, as he appears here) among the tragedians 
of Tom Thumb's day. See the preface to that valuable drama. 

^ "That's well remarked ; but I don't comprehend it." Frere. 

' " Wieder sagt er da einmal 

Vernehmen, horen, was doch durchaus dasselbe ist." Droysen. 

Comp. Nub. 670. 

* 'ihe participle (ov) agrees in number with the predicate {rav- 
Tov), in preference to the subject. See note on Nub. 1182. 

* " Why, don't you see, you ruffian ! 
It's a dead man he's calling to. — Three times 

We call to 'em, but they can't be made to hear." Frere. 
See note on Lys. 556. 
« This alludes to a well-known custom. Hom. Od. ix. 65, 
ITjOtv Ttva Twv SsiKwv irapuiv rpig skoittov dvffat. 
So also Virgil, JEn. vi. 505, 

" Et magna manes ter voce vocavi." 

In like manner Hercules, in Theocritus xxiii. 43, calls Hylas thrice. 

This was practised only in the case of those who died in a foreign 

land, and whose souls were supposed to be recalled thereby to their 

native country. For the construction, see note on Nub. 689. 

' " I'll show ye ; and if you'll point out a tautology, 

■Or a single word clapt in to botch a verse — ♦ 

That's all ! — I'll give you leave to spit upon me.'' Frere. 

Commentators have pioduced two passages in Eiiripidea, in which, 

ihey assert, useless repetitions are introduced. The first i^ in thf 
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Bag. {to Euripides). Come now, recite ; for ' I must listen 
to the correctness of the verses of your prologues. 

EuK. "CEdipus^ was at first a fortunate man," — 

-lEscH. No, by Jove, certainly not;^ but unfortunate by 
nature, inasmuch as'' Apollo, before he was begotten, before 
even he -waa born, said he should kill his father. How waa 
he "at first a fortunate man ?" 

EuK. "And then, on the other hand, became the niot 
wretched of mortals." 

^-liscH. No, by Jove, certainly not ; nay, rather, he did 
not cease to be:^ assuredly not; when they exposed him as 
soon as he was born, in the winter, in an earthen vessel,'' tlml 
he might not be brought up and become his father's murderer ; 
and then he went to Polybus swollen in his feet;' and tlieii, 
being himself a young man, married an old woman, and in 
addition to this, his own mother ; and then he blinded 
himself. 

Bac. Then he had been fortunate,* if he had also been 
general along with Erasinides." 

PhcenissiBj 1?80, where, speaking of Eteocles and Polynices, lie siiys, 
dicrafi} (TTparriyoi Kal St7r\iit ffrpari/Xara ; the other in the Orestes^ vs. 
o40, — /ji) KTv-iTiXri, fiiiS' iarui KTvirot;, It is but justice, however, to 
Kuiipides to observe, that his best editors expunge the former ol 
these lines as spurious. 

' oi yap aXXa = Kai yap. See note on Nub. 232. For jiovaTiv, see 
note on Lccles. 410. 

' The opening of Euripides' Antigone, a play now lost. 

' It is a curious fact, that while jEschylus (S. C. Theb. vs. 774) 
and Sophocles (CEd. Tyr. 1189) both assert the happiness of CEdipus 
before his fall, Euripides himself (Phoen. 1611) contradicts the as- 
sertion, he has here made, by causing his hero to exclaim, " O fale, 
liow, from the beginning, hast thou engendered me to misery ! " 

* See note on vs. 740, supra. 

* ^^ Non desiit esse inf&riunatus." Dlnd&rf. For the negatives, see 
note on Plut. 551. 

' See Thesm. 505, where an old woman is mentioned as carrying 
a supposititious child in one of these vessels. 
' For the construction, see note on Plut. 734. 
' For this construction, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 10, oba. 1. iiv 
\)S thrown out in this way, when the speaker would represent the 
consequence as infallible. 

' Rrasinides was one of the unfortunate commanders coiulenmed 
to death after the battle of Arginusae. Xen. Hell. i. 7. 
" To complete his happiness 
He ought 10 na»i; acr/ed at sea with Erasuiidcs." trcr*. 
2 a 2 
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EuE. You talk foolishly : I compose my prologues excel- 
lently. 

^SCH. Well now, by Jove, I will not carp at each sen- 
tence of yours word by word ; ' but, with God's help,'' I will 
demolish your prologues with a little oil-flask.' 

Eur. You demolish my prologues with a little oil-flask ? 

^SCH. With one only. For you compose them in such a 
way that every thing fits your iambics, a little sheep-skin, a 
little oil-flask, a little bag. I will show you directly. 

Eur. " You will show me," quoth'a ! 

^SCH. Yes. 

Bac. {to Euripides'). You ought now to recite. 

Eur. " jEgyptus,'' as the very widely circulated report 
has been spread, with fifty sons, by ship,^ having landed'' at 
Argos " — 

^SCH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

EuR. What is this "little oil-flask ?" A plague upon it ! 

Bac. Recite him another prologue, so that he' may inves- 
tigate again. 

EuR. " Bacchus,* who, clothed with thyrsi* and skins of 
fawns, amid torches, bounds over Parnassus '" in the choral 
dance " — 

' Cf. vs. 802, 1407, and Bevnhardy, W. S. p. 240. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 13, obs. 2. 

^ " jEschylus attacks Euripides for the monotony of his metre, 
and the continued i-ecurrence of a pause on the fifth syllable, which 
he ridicules by a burlesque addition subjoined to all the verses in 
which this cadence is detected. The point and humour of this sup- 
[jlementary phrase is not explained to us by the ancient Scholiasts, 
nor has the industry of modern commentators enabled them to de- 
tect it. Euripides repeats the first lines of several of his tragedies, 
but falls perpetually upon the same pause, and is met at every tun 
by the same absurd supplement." Frere. See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 122 

• From the prologue to the Archelaus of Euripides. The story of 
Eg/ptus and Danaus, with their fifty sons and'daughters, is well 
mown, as the an-ival at Argos forms the subject of the Sxipplianla 
i)f iEschylus. 

> Cf. Soph. Phil. 22U. 

» Cf Eur. Helen. 1206, 1222. Cycl. 223, 349. Soph. Phi!. 244, 270, 

' " Dass er ihn eben so versucht." Droijsen. 

• The opening of the Eypsipyle. CatuU. Epithal. Thet. 391, 

" Siepfe vagus Liber Parnassi vert ice summo." 

• Eur. Bacch. 176, ^vpaovQ dvdiTTtii Kai v(0pwv Sopag tyfii'. 

' " Of this celebrated two-forked hill, it was observed that tha 
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-^SCH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

Bac- Ah me ! we have heen smitten again ' by the oil- 
flask ! 

Eur. But it shall be no trouble to us ; for to this prologue 
he will not be able to' attach an oil-flask. " There^ is not a 
man who is fortunate in all respects ; for either, being noble, 
he has not subsistence, or being low-born " — 

iEscH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

Bac. Euripides — 

Eur. "What's the matter ? 

Bac. I propose that you lower ^ your sails, for this little 
oil-flask will blow^ strongly. 

EuK. By Ceres, I would not even give it a thought : for 
now shall this be struck from him. 

Bac. Come now, recite another, and keep clear of the oil- 
flask. 

Eur. " Cadmus' once, having left the Sidonian city, th«.- 
son of Agenor " — 

^SCH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

Bac. My good fellow,^ buy the oil-flask of him, that he 
may not destroy our prologues.' 

one fork belonged to Apollo and the Muses, the other to the god 
of wine. When and how each came into possession of his fork, is 
explained by the Pythian priestess, who opens the Eumenides of 
^schylus. See Eum. 24, seq." Mitchell. 

' According to Mitchell, in mimicry of Agam. 1314. 

' The prologue to the Sthenobwa. The Scholiast has subjoined 
ihe half line omitted : 

irXovGiav apol TrXaxa. 

' See note on Thesm. 428. 
< See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 31, 3, obs. 11. 

' From the second Phrixua of Euripides, of wnicli Lucian, in 
Macrob., (vol. iii. p. 226, Reisk.,) Plutarch, in his Life of Isocrates, 
(vol. ix. p. 331,) and Hesychius, on the expression VXvKtQif XiSoiriiii, 
make mention. The Scholiast subjoins the omitted half line.^Ker' 
is Otj^r-; irilov. There is a passage very nearly resemblins 'I in 
the Bacch. vs. 170, 

KdSfiov fKKaXii So^wVt 
Ayi^vopog Traiff*, Zq ttoXtv Xi^uiviav 
Atniav. 

• See note on vs. 835, svpra, and of. Aves, 1638. 

' Strattis, (ap. Schol. ad Eur. Great. 269,) EupmiSov Si Ipa/ia ft- 
tiiiraTov SuKvatai. Bernhardy (W. S. p. 147) construes ij/jwv after 
ItaKvaiay, and compar«« Cquit. 1149, Htt av mcXofuni /ioi>. Nub. 
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Eur. What? Shall I buy ' cf him ? 

Bag. Yes, if you will take my advice. 

Eur. Certainly not; for I shall be able to recite many 
prologues, where he will not be able to attach an oil-flask. 
"Pelops,^ son of Tantalus, having gone to Pisa with swift 
steeds " — 

.^SCH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

I^AC. You see,' he has again attached his oil-flask. Come, 
my good fellow,^ [to ^schylm,'] still even now sell him it by all 
means ; for you will get a very gentlemanly* one for an obol. 

EuB. No, by Jupiter, not yet at least ; for I have many 
"Still. " OEneus ^ once from the earth" — 

^SCH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

Eur. Let me first say the whole^ of the verse. . " Oj^neua 
once having got an abundant crop from the earth, while offer- 
ing the first-fruits" — 

-(EscH. Lost a little oil-flask. 

Bag. In the middle of his sacrifice ? Why, who stole it ? 

Euii. Let him alone, my good sir ; for let him speak to this. 
" Jove," as has been said by Truth " 

982, apTraZuv twv npiafivTefioiv. iEschin. c. Timarcli. p. 15, tKXivrov 
Trjs iToXiijiQ. Ibid. p. 25, i^tiXtro rwv iiKaarCjv. Arist. Pax, 1118, 
apTrdao/iai a^uiv avrd. Soph. Rex, 1522, firilafiuis Taiirag y' iXy fiov. 
Jbid. 580, vavT ifiov Ko/iiZerai. Colon. 541, ttoXeoc tJiXtuSai. To mo, 
most of these appear to be Possessive Genitives. 

' Acharn. 812, TrSaov Trploijiai aoi tA x"'?'^'" j Ibid. SI."), uivifffofiai 
aoi. Comp. Pax, 1261, and Berrihardy, W. S. p. 77. 

' From the prologue to the Iphigenia in Tauris. Pisa was the 
capital of CEnomaus, and the scene of his unfortunate contest in the 
chariot^race with Pelops. After many contests between it and Elis for 
the presidency at the Olj'mpic games, it was destroyed by the Eleans. 

' Mitchell compares Eur. Bacch. 379. Hippol. 313. 

* " Auf, Freund, auch jetzt noch schafF' ihm eine geschwind ; du 
kaufst 
Von den ' Fein-und Guten ' eine fur einen Obolos." Droysen. 

' " The KoKoRayaBoi are the " Good Society " of Athens, the friends 
of Socrates, the educated classes, attached in their political views 
to 1he Spartan form of constitution, and averse to tne democracy 
dominant at Athens, — the aristocrats, who would gladly have back 
the 'good old times.'" Droysen. For the Genitive of Price, se« 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. « 47, 17. 

' From the prolojjue to the Mehager. The other hemisticn wai 
ovK tSvaiv 'ApTi/iili. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 50, U obs. 7. 

' The Melanippe Sapiens hegina thus, to which Brtiuck has added. 
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Bag. He will destroy you ; for he will say, ,"Lost a little 
oil-flask." For this little oil-flask sticks to your prologues, 
like warts to the eyes. Come, by the gods, turn ' to his 
melodies ! 

Eur. Well now, I ara'^ able to prove him to be a bad com- 
poser of melodies, and to be always introducing the same. 

Oho. What ever will be the event ? For I am considering 
what ever censure he will bring against a man, who has com- 
posed by far the most and best melodies in comparison witli ' 
tliose still living at the present day. For I wonder how he 
will ever censure this inspired'' chief; and I fear for him. 

Eur. Aye, very wondrous* melodic^: it will soon* show 
itself. For I will contract all his melodies into one. 

Bag. Well now, I'll take some of the counters and count 
them.' l^A symphony is played on the Jlute.'\ 

Eur. " O Phthian Achilles," why ever, when you hear the 

'EXXijv' tTiKTi. It would have been as well for Euripides, when lie 
jokes jtschylus for his Seamanders, to have recollected his own fond- 
ness for genealogy, so amply shown in the Iphigenia in Tauris. 

' " There ! that 's enough — now come to his music, can't ye? " 

Ft ere- 

' " Wahrhaftig, darthun kann Ich, dass or im Chorgesanfr 
Vollkommen schwach ist und sich immer wiederholt." Droysen. 

' Thucyd. v. 63, arpaTOiriSov icnXXio-rov rwv f^XP^ tov$(. Cf. ib. i. 
1 ; vi. 31. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 28, obs. 10. Buttmann, Soph. Pliil. 
1171. Kriiger, Dion. p. 83, and on Thuc. i. 1. 

* Orph. Hym. 30, AiovvaoVj fiaKx^Hov dvaKra. 

' " Mighty fine music, truly ! I '11 give ye a .sampb' ; 
Its every inch cut out to the same pattern." Frerc 
Kuripides alludes to the frequent recurrence of the dactylic metre in 
yV'.schylus' tragedies. 

• See note on Lys. 375. 

' " The entertainment which follows, consists of a musical bur- 
lesque, in which each of the rival candidates is represented as ex- 
hibiting a caricature of the style of his opponent. This caricature 
seems to have consisted of a series of musical phrases, selected from 
their works ; hut, as the music was the only object, while the words 
served only to indicate the music which was attached to them ; the 
words, which now remain alone, (the music having shared the com- 
mon fate of all the other music of the ancients,) present little more 
than a jumble of sentences, incapable of being connected by any con- 
tinuous meaning." Frere. Euripides exemplifies this by producing 
passages marked by a recurrence ot tne same musical cadence. For 
the construction, see note on Pax, 960, and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 146. 

' The first two lines of this medley are from the address of the 
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murderous toil,' alas ! do you not come to their assistance? 
We who inhabit^ the marsh, honour Mercury our ancestral 
progenitor. Alas ! the toil — iJo you not come to their assist- 
ance?"^ 

Bag. There are two "toils" for you, JEschylus. 

Edr " mos| glorious of the Achaians, wide-ruling son 
of Atreus.,* learn from me. Alas ! the toil — do you not come 
to their assistance?" 

Bag. This is the third "toil" for you, ^schylus. 

Eur. "Speak words of good* omen: the chief priestesses* 
are near, to open the temple of Diana. Alas ! the toil — do 
you not come to their assistance? I am authorized^ to declare 
the propitious road-omen of the heroes. Alas ! the toil — do 
you not come to their assistance ?" ' 

Bag. O King Jove,* what a vast quantity of " toils ! " 
Therefore I wish to go^ to the bath ; for I have a swelling in 
my kidneys from the " toils." 

Eur. Nay, not before you have heard another set'" of songs 
made up from his crtharcedic nomes." 

deputation to Achilles, in the Myrmidons of .Sschylus ; the third, 
from his Psyckagogi. 

' In Dindorf s earlier editions this is improperly arranged. 

' Comp. Thesm. 830. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 8, obs. 3, and § 45, 
2, obs. 6. 

' This verse consists of words torn from their construction, and 
consequently incapable of any just translation. It is quoted merely 
as a specimen of rhythm. 

* Timachidas says this is from the Telephits, Asclepiades, from tlie 
Tphigenia. 

' " From what drama of jEschylus this verse is taken, the com- 
mentators are uncertain." Mitchell. 

* The Scholiast says, ot Siavefiovreg ra TiJQ TroXsbiQj ?) oiKovvTeg iv 
ry ■KoKci. Brunck asserts that they were guardians of the Melissa-, 
or priestesses of Diana. Cf. Liddell's Lex. in voc. 

' From the Agamemnon, vs. 104. 

" Fug zu verkiindigen hab' Ich der Helden gesegnete Abfahrt." 

Droysen, 
The remark made on vs. 1267, applies here also. 

' Nub. 1, TO XPVf-"- ^'^v vvKTuiv oaov aTrkpavTov. Sabyloniam, 
Fragm. xv., to xP'll^" Trjg woXaiaf wf icoXdj'. See Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 427. 

» See Hermann, Append. Vig. p. 700. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 62, S, 
obs. 2. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 349. 

" See Liddell's Lex. voc. aTaaiiios. Mus. Grit. ii. p. 484. Ariatot. 
Rhet. 24, and Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 132. 

" Plutarch (De Mus. sc. vol. x. o. 652, Re5sk.) assigns the invcn- 
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Bag. Come now, repeat it, and don't add a "toil" to it. 
\_An accompaniment played on the cithara."] 

Eur. "How' the impetuous bird sends the two-throned 
sovereignty of the Achaians, youth of Greece,— phlattothratto- 
phlattothrat, — the Sphinx, the bitch, the president of mis- 
chances, — phlattothrattophlattothrat, — with spear and aveng- 
ing hand, — phlattothrattophlattothrat, — having permitted 
/hem to meet with the eager dogs that roam the air, — phlat- 
tothrattophlattothrat, — and the party hanging upon Ajax, — 
phlattothrattophlattothrat." 

Bac. What is this " phlattothrat ? " is it from Marathon, 
or whence did^ you gather together the songs of the water- 
drawer ? * 

-^SCH. Yet certainly I transferred them from a good place 
to a good place, that I might not be seen cropping the same 
sacred meadow of the Muses with Phrynichus.'' But this 
fellow borrows from all the prostitutes,^ from the scolia of 
JNIelitus,'' from the Carian' flute-music, from dirges, from 

tioii of this v6;ioc to Terpander, and places among measures of this 
kind the " Orthian." Timachides, according to the Scholiast, no- 
tices the use of these iit\i\ by jEschylus. 

' This medley is compounded partly of verses from the Agamcm 
lion, and partly from other plays. As the original is throughout 
what Carlyle would call "a heap of clotted nonsense," the reader 
must not expect much better from the translation. Vs. 1285 is froi' 
the Agamemnon, vs. 1287 from the Sphinx, vs. 1289 from the Aga- 
memnon, vs. 1291 from an unknown play, vs. 1294 from the Thrarian 
Women. The lines are quoted merely for the sake of the music 
which should accompany them, without any regard for the meaning 
of the words or their grammatical coherence. 

• See note on Nub. 893. 

' Tlie ropes aliaded to, were used chiefly to suspend buckets in 
wells, and hence these strains were sung by slaves, when employed 
in winding up the well-rope for water. See Liddell's Lex. in voc. 
ifiaioQ, and Athen. xiv. p. 618, C. 

' See Aves, vs. 749, where Phrynichus is compared to a bee. 

' On the quantity of this word, see Dobree, Advers. ii. 175. 
Dawes, M. C. p. 213. 

' The same ditbyrambic poet who subsequently became the ac- 
cuser of Socrates. See note on Lys. 1237. 

' Some commentators interpret this, "barbaric strains," on the 
authority of Homer, II. xv. 867 ; others as " servile," from the num- 
ber of Carian slaves at that time in Greece. Cicero, Orat. c. 8, 
" Itaque Caria, Phrygia, ct Mysia, quod minimi politae minim^que 
elegantes sunt, adsciverunt aptum suis auribus opimum quoddam et 
tanquam adipata d'ctionis genus." 
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dance-tunes. It shall soon be made manifest. Let some one 
bring me the lyre. And yet, what occasion for a lyre against 
him ? Where is she that rattles' with the castanets? Come 
hither, Muse of Euripides, to whose accompaniment these 
songs ^ are adapted for singing. [^Entrr a woman with the 
castanets, most ludicrously habited as the Muse of Euripides. \ 

Bag. This Muse was never accustomed to act the Les- 
bian; no.^ 

^SCH.'' (with an accompaniment of the castanets). " Ye 
halcyons that twitter beside* the ever-flowing waves of the sea. 
moistening your bodies with the humid drops of your wings, 
being besprinkled ; and ye spiders, that, dwelling under the 
roof in corners, wh-wh-wh-wh-wh-whirl ^ Avith your fingers 
the threads stretched on the web-beam, the cares of the tune- 
ful' shuttle, where' the dolphin fond of the flute was leaping 
around the dark-beaked prows — oracles and stadia. The 
exhilaration^ of the shoot of the vine, the toil-assuaging'" 

' Athen. xiv. 6.36, D., AiSvfioQ Sk ipT]fTtv, aUt}9evat nvai; avri riig 
\xjpaQ KoyxvXia Kal oarpaKa avyKpovovraq, tvpv9fiov yxov riva airoTf- 
Xtiv Totg opxovfisvotQ. 

' For the construction, see note on Phit. 489, and Kriiger, Gr 
Or. § 55, 3, obs. 7. 

' See note on Plut. 551. 

* "iEschylus here brings forward a fricassee of Euripidean 
phrases and rhythms. In order to thoroughly understand their 
striking characteristics, we must be rriore deeply initiated into the 
versification and music of the Greeks than we arc. Nevertheless, 
the general caricature is intelligible enough." Droysen. 

' According to Eichstadt and Bbckh, taken from EuripiJes' first 
edition of the Iphigenia in Aulis. Cf. also Iph. Taur. vs. 1096, and 
Havtuug's note on Eur. Iph. A. 1477. 

" "Perhaps Euripides had so changed the old measures, that 
whereas formerly every syllable had a separate sound given it by 
the musician, he allowed a single syllable to be inflected through 
various tones." Thiersch. This, however, cannot have been pecu- 
liar to Euripides alone. See Feussner, " De metrorum et melorum 
discrimine," p. 5, foil. Eur. Orest. 1429, \ivov fi\aKaT(f SaKTvXoic; 
'IXtaat. Cf. vs. 1348, infra. 

' " For these KipxiSiq, it seems, were a very vocal sort of things, 
nothing like the shuttles of ' these degenerate days.' Every one 
recollects the ' arguto pectine' of Virgil." Twining on Arist. Poet, 
note 127. A quotation from the Meleager of Euripides, Frag, xviii. 

' From the Jilectra of Euripides, vs. 438. 

• Imitated from the following fragment of the Wypsipcle, oivai^a 
'/tipii Tov iipbv ^oTpvv. 

" Eur. Pacch. 771, tiiv TravaiXvirov afi-ireXov. 
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tendril of the grape. Throw your arms' arouud me, my 
child." \_To Bacchus.'\ Do you see this foot ?' 

Bag. I see it. 

TEscH. What then ? do you see this ? 

Bac. I see it. 

iEsCH. {to Euripides). Yet, however, though you com- 
pose such stuff, do you dare to censure my melodies, who 
compose me? ?dies after the twelve modes of Cyrene ? These 
are your melodies. But I wish further to go through the 
manner of ypur monodies " Oh ^ dark-shining dusk of Night, 
what unfortunate dream cto you send to me from the unseen 
world, a minister of hell, having a soulless soul, child'' of 
black Night, a horrible, dreadful sight, clad in black shroud, 
murderously, murderously glaring, having huge claws ? Come, 
ye attendants, light me a lam^j, and bring me dew from the 
rivers in pitchers, and warm some water, that I may wash " 
away the divine dream. Ho, thou marine deity ! there we 
have it ! Ho, ye fellow-inmates, behold these portents ! 
Glyce has carried away my cock and is gone. O ye moun- 

' From the Uypsipele of Euripides. 
' In the metrical sense. 

' The lines which follow are a burlesque of the monodies in tka 
Hecuba, (see vs. 68 of that play,) and of the iph. Taur. 151. 

" O dreary shades of night ! 

What phantoms of affright 

}Iave scared my troubled sense 

With saucer-eyes immense ; 

And huge horrific paws 

With bloody claws ! 

Ye maidens, haste, and bring 

From the fair spring, 

A bucket of fresh water, whose clear stream 

May purify me from this dreadful dream. 

But on ! my dream is out ! 

Ye maidens, search about ! 

O mighty powers of mercy, can it Ve, 

That Glyke, Glyke, she, 

My friend and civil neighbour heretofore, 

Has robbed my hen-roost of its feathered store ? " Frtrt 

* Eur. Hee. 70, w vorvia x9iijv, luXavoirrip /yoiv fidrip dvtipim'. Cf. 
/Esch. Eum. 394. 

* The custom of expiating dreams by ablution is mentioned in 
the Peraie of iEschylus, vs. 205, where Atossa, after relating a ter- 
rific vision, proceed*. — 
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tain-born ' nymphs ! O Mania,^ seize her. But ' I, unhappj 
woman, chanced to be intent on my labours, wh-wh-wh-wh- 
wh-whirling with my hands a spindle full of flax, making » 
clue, that I might take it to market early in the morning and 
sell it. But he flew up, flew up* to heaven with the very 
light extremities^ of his wings; and left behind to me woes, 
woes ; and tears, tears from mine eyes I shed, I shed, unhappy 
woman. Come, O ye Cretans,^ children of Ida, take your 
bows and succour me, and put your limbs in motion, encir- 
cling' the house. And at the same time let the maid Dic- 
tynna, beautiful Diana,' with her bitch-puppies go througli 
the house on every side. And do thou, Hecate,^ daughter of 

'E-jrst 5' dviiTTr]V Kai vepoiu KaWippoou 

So also Circe in ApoUonius Rhodius, iv. 670. Persius, Sat. ii. IS, 
" Et noctera flumine purgat." 
' From the Xantrits of Euripides, according to Asclepiades. 

* See note on Thesm. 728. 

' " With the dawn I was beginning 
Spinning, spinning, spinning, spinning, 
Unconscious of the meditated crime ; 
Meaning to sell my yarn at market-time. 
Now tears alone are left me, 
My neighbour hath bereft me 
Of all— of all— of all— all hut a tear ! 
Since he, my faithful trusty Chanticleer, 
Is flown — is flown ! is gone — is gone ! 
But, O ye nymphs of sacred Ida, bring 
Torches and bows, with arrows on the string ; 

And search around 

All the suspected ground." Frere. 

* For instances of these repetitions, see the Helen of Euripides, vs, 
195,208; Iph. Taur. 188. Mitchell adds Orest. 1367, 1375, 1370, 
1387, 1392, 1413, 1414, 1425, 1426, 1454, 1457, 1465, 1473, 1488, 1513. 

' Eur. Bacch. 1205, \tvKoirtixiaiv xfipw" aKjialai. Soph. Rex. 1034, 

^ This and the following verse are quotations from the Cretan* o\ 
Euripides. 

' ^sch. Theb. 114, 'Apytiot ydp TroXtir/ta ILaSfiov KVK\o!ivrai, 
' " And thou, fair huntress of the sky. 
Deign to attend, descending from on high ; 
While Hecate with her tremendous torch. 
Even from the topmost garret to the porch. 
Explores the jjremises with search exact, 
To find the thief and ascertain the fact." Fren. 

' On old coins Hecate is represented with torches 
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Jove, holding up lamps with double lights with very rapid 
hands, light me along to Glyce's, that I may enter and search 
after the theft." 

Bag. Have done now with your melodies. 

.iEscH. I too have had enough. For I wish to bring him 
to the scales, which alone will try our poetry ; for they will 
test the weight of our expressions. 

Bag. Come hither then, if I must do this,' vend the art of 
poets like cheese.^ \_A huge pair of scales is brought on the 
stage.'\ 

Cho. The clever poets are painstaking. For this, again, is 
another novel prodigy, full of strangeness, which no'* other 
fTson would have thought of ! By the deity,* I would not 
have believed it, if even any one of the common^ people had 
told me, but would have thought he was trifling therein. 

Bac. Come then, stand by near the scale.'' 

-SiscH. AND Eur. Very well. 

Bac. And take hold and each of you recite your sentence^ 
and do not let go till I cry "cuckoo" to you.' 

^SCH. AND EuK. We are keeping hold. 

Bag. Now recite your verse into the scales. 

Eur. "Would that* the hull of the Argo had not flown 
through." 

' Plato, Gorgias, § 102, f) tovto jiiv oiSiv Sil, airbv iavrov dpxuv. 
For this use of the demonstrative, see notes on Thesm. 520; Nub. 
380. For icai, see note on Lys. 171. 

^ Or, rather, to appraise like a petit maltre. As similar instances 
of this quaintuess of e.xpression, we may compare Equit. 289, kvuo- 
KoirrjfUt) GOV TO viuTov. Pax, 74-7, ^^evSpoTOfijjas rb vHtTOv. Rail. 798, 
fiEiayuytiaovai rr/v TpayuiSiav. Empedocles, vs. 286, cuoro/ctT /uiicpa 
Sivipia. Eupolis (ap. Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 84), ^ovKoKilaSat diyai;. 

' For this remarkable construction, cf. Lys. 259; Thuc. viii. 96; 
Plato, Apol. p ;i8, D. In the present passage it looks very like a 
Latinism. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 5'i, 14, obs. 2, and § 51, 17, obs. 7, 
and note on vs. 1456. 

* For this elliptical expression, see KiJn, Greg. Cor. p. 150. Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 192. 

* Mitchell cites Plato, Cratyl. p. 390, D. ; Thest. p. 171, C. ; De- 
mosth. p. 1370, 5 ; Soph. Rex^ 393. 

" In the Peace, vs. 1248, TrXaoTiy? is used for the platter with which 
the game Cottabut was played. In the Choephorae, 287, it occurs as 
a scourge ; and in the Rhesus of Euripides, 303, as part of a horse's 
trappings. 

* " Und lasst sie nicht, bis dass Ich " kukuk " rufe, los." Draysm 
' Opening of the Medea. For uxpiKiv, see note on Nub. 41. Foi 

nd0O£, see Blomf. gl. Pers. 425. 
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^SCH. • river ' Sperchius, and ye cattle-feeding pas- 
tures." 

Bac. " Cuckoo ! " let go ! Why, this man's side ^ sinks far 
lower. 

Eim. Why, what ever is the reason ? 

Bac. Because he put in a river,^ having like a wool-dealer 
made his verse wet as they do their fleeces ; while the verse 
which you put in was furnished with wings. 

Euii. Come, let him recite another and weigh it against 
mine. 

Bac. Then take hold again. 

-lEscH. AND EcK. See there ! 

Bac. Recite ! 

VAiK. " There is no other temple of PM-suasion,' save 
sp(>«ch." — ■■ 

M%ci\. " For* Deatli alone of the gods loves not gifts.'' 

Bag. Let go ! let go ! Why, this man's side declines again ; 
for he put in Death, the weightiest of evils. 

EuK. And I Persuasion,^ a verse most admirably expressed. 

Bac. But Persuasion is a light thing, and- has no sense. 
Come, searcli again for some other of your heavy ones, which 
sliall draw down the scale for you, a mighty and huge one. 

EuK. Come, where then have I such a one ? where ? 

' From the P/«foc<cfej of jEschylus. To the Sperchius, the " king 
of sti-eams " in his father's land, Achilles offered his hair on the 
death of Patroclus. Homer, 11. xxiii. vs. 144. 

' " Viel tiefer sinkt des Aischylos Seite." Droysen. 
' " He slipped in a river, like the wool-jobbers. 
To moisten his metre — bvit your line was light, 
A thing with wings — ready to fly away." Frere. 
Young readers would do well to remember that tovitoq iTrTtpti/itvov 
is not TO iirrepiofikvov ivog- See vs. Iil9, infra. Equit. 1106. Fa.\, 
220, 1032. Eccles, 227, 721, 782. Schafer on Theoc. xxvii. 37, and 
(ill Soph. Ajax, 573, and on Greg. Cor. p. 877. Kriiger on Xenopli. 
An.ib. i. !), 18. Donaldson, New Crat. p. 382. So in Eur. Hippol. 
liSl, we must read Ztif ae ytwiiTuip ifiog. Cf. Bast, Greg. Cor. 
p. 170. Donaldson, Complete Greek Grammar, § 404. 

' From the Antigone of Euripides. Pitho (worshipped under the 
name Suada, or Suadela, at Rome) was fabled to be the offspring 
of Venus and Mercury. Her symbols were a thunderbolt, cbaiua 
of flowers, and the caduceus of her father. 
' From the Niobe of .lEschylus. 

• "But I put in Persuasion finely expressed 
In the best terms." /■■•■•'» 



U0O-141U THE FROGS, 60? 

Bag. I'll tell you: "Achilles has thrown' qua'tre-deux. 
Recite ! for this is your last weighing. 

Eur. "And in'' his right hand he grasped a club heavj 
with iron." 

-^SCH. "For' chariot upon chariot, and corpse upo i 
corpse." 

Bag. He has foiled you again, even now. 

EuK. In what way ? 

Bag. He put in two chariots and two corpses, which no! 
even a hundred Egyptians'* could lift. 

JEscH. And now let him no longer dispute with me word by 
word ; but let him get into the scales and sit down, himself, 
his children, his wife, and Cephisophon, having taken his 
b(joks* with him, while I will merely recite two verses of mine. 

' Brunck observes that this is intended to ridicule tlie Telephiia of 
Euripides, in which the principal characters are introduced playing 
at dice. "This line was ridiculed by Eupolis." Frere. 

' From Euripides' MeUager. 

^ From the Glaums Potnietuis of jEschylus, to which Brunck sub- 
joins this line, — 

tTTTTOi 6 i((t' 'iinrotQ ijaav Ifjnrupvpfikvoi, 

* Herodotus mentions the hard labour to which the Egyptians 
were compelled in building their pyramids. Cf. Aves, 1133. The 
optative in a relative clause requires the particle dv, in order to ex- 
press potentiality. Cf. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 14, obs. 2, and vss. 906, 
1377- Aves, 45, 163. On the contrary, when tlie relative in the 
sense of soever is construed with an optative, the particle av ia 
regulaily omitted. See Harper, Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 106. 
1 have said " regularly ; " because 1 have met indubitable instances 
of av being used, even in this case. 'Inscriptio Tela (ap. Chi.shul. 

Antiq. Asiat. p. 98), os uv rj KiKaWtvoi jj Ki^dXXag inroSkxoiTo 

airoWvoQai avTov Kai ytvog to tKtivov. Thuc. viii. 54, ixpTj^iiraVTO 
w\ivtTavTa Tov JlttuavSpov irpaoativ oiry dv avTolg SoKoitj dpiara. Ibid. 
68, KpdriaTog yevo/ievog d dv fvoii) liiriiv. Add Xenoph. Anab. i. 3, 
17; i. 5, 9; ii. 5, 11; iii. 2, 12; vii. 2, 6, and the passages cited by 
Borneniann on Xenoph. Anab. ii..4, 26. In all these examples the 
particle refers the mind to a protasis with ei and an optative, wliicli 
may be supplied from the context. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 15, 
obs. 4, and Schumann on Isasus, p. 306. Elmsley (Ed. Rev. No. 
xvii. p. 23S) has written inaccurately on this subject. 

° " AthrnfEus (i. p. 3, A.), or his abridger, speaking of the books 
possessed by Larensius, observes, that as a collector, he surpassed 
tiiose most admired for their collections, as Polycrates of Samos, 
Pisistratus of Athens, Euclid, Nicocrates of Cyprus ; moreover, the 
kings of Pergamus HMripides t/u poet, Aristotle the philosopher," 
&e Uivheli. 
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Bag. The men are friends of mine,' and I will not decide 
between them. For I will not become hostile to either of 
them; for the one ^ I consider clever, the other I am delighted 
with. 

Pluto. Then will you accomplish none of those things, 
for the sake of which you came ? 

Bag. But if 1 decide ? 

Plot. You shall take one of the two, whichever you pre- 
fer, and depart, that you may not come in vain. 

Bag. May you be prospei'ous ! Come, hear this from me : 
I came down for a poet.' 

EuK. On what account ? 

Bag. In order that the city may be saved and hold its cho- 
ruses. Whichever therefore of you shall give some good ad- 
vice to the state, him I purpose to take. In the first place, 
then, what opinion do you each entertain respecting Alcibi- 
ades?* For the state has difficult labour-pains. 

EuE. But what opinion does it entertain respecting him ? 

Bag. What?' It longs for, yet detests him, ^ while it wishes 
to have him. But tell me what you think of him. 

' "Well, they're both friends of mine — I shan't decide. 
To get myself ill-will from either party ; 
One of them seems extraordinary clever, 
And the other suits my taste particularly." Frere. 

" Amici sunt isti." Brunck, To imagine that ot dvSpsg (piXoi could be 
an address, may be excused in those who could translate to trroi 
iiTTipiaiiivov (vs. 1388) a winged word. 

' " Bacchus expresses the judgment of the connoisseurs, and of 
the great mass of the people. "The former praised iEschylus, the 
latter preferred Euripides." Welcker. 

3 See Kriiger, Gr. Or. § 68, 42, obs. 2. 

* It appears that this was after the retreat of Alcibiades to the 
Chersonesus, on the unfortunate issue of the battle fought by his lieu- 
tenant, Antiochus, against Lysander. See Xenoph. Hell. i. 6, 16. 

° It is very evident that the second riva ought to be given to 
Euripides, in conformity with a well-known idiom. See note on 
Thesm. 772. Otherwise it will be an inaccuracy of the kind noticed 
in the note on Aves, 1234. Since writing the above, I have seen 
my view fully confirmed by Bernhardy, W. S. p. 443. 

' " Imitated from a verse in the *poi;poi of Ion, the Tragedian, in 
which Helen is reported to have said to Ulysses, aiyj^fxiv, Ix^oix" 
Si, (ioiXirai yi ntjv." Mitchell. Shakspeare, Othello, act ili. sc. t, 

" Who dotes, yet doubts; suspects, yet focfUy loves." 
See Class. Mus. No. \xv. p 219. 
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Eon. I hate a citizen, who shall show himself slow (o ba- 
ndit his country, but quick to greatly injure it ; and T hate 
one who is full of resources for himself, but without resources 
for the state. 

Bag. O Neptune, excellent ! But [to ^schyhis] what opi- 
nion do you hold ? 

jEsch. One must not rear a lion's whelp ' within the city ; 
above all not rear a Hon in the city ; but if one rear it, one 
nnist submit to its ways. 

Bac. By Jupiter the Preserver, I am in doubt ; ^ for the 
one has spoken cleverly, the other clearly.^ But do each of 
you* deliver one opinion more about the state, what means of 
safety you have. 

Eur. If any one were to wing Cleocritus^ with Cinesias, 

' It is worthy of note, that this sentiment is expressed by Euri- 
pides plainly, in his Troades, 718, respecting Astyanax, and under 
the same allegory in the HeracUdce, 1005, where Lurystheus speaks 
to Alcmena of putting to death her grand-children. See SiJvern, 
" Clouds," p. 61^75. According to him, the first line is a quota- 
tion from the Ai}/joi of Eupolis. He compares ^sch. Agam. 725, 
ed. Schiitz. 

" Eurip. Erecth. Fr. xii., alSove JinreptriDg fx" "■'?'• 
' There is the same jingle in the original. 
* " So sagt mir also eure Meinung jeder noch 
In Betreff des Staates, wenn ihr zum Heil ihm eine habt." 

Droysen, 
' Cleocritus was a herald by profession. He is ridiculed in the 
Aves, 876. He appears afterwards as joined with Thrasybulus in 
the short civil war of the Piraeus. Cleocritus was celebrated for his 
immense size, Cinesias for his extreme slenderness, (vs. 153, supra. 
Aves, 1377. Eccles. 3.30. Fr. 198,) and the poet means to hint that' 
this would be a good way of getting rid of them both. 
" Befliigelte wer den Kleokritos mit Kinesias, 
Und hub' ein Windhaucli Uber Meeres Gebreit ihn bin." 

Droysen. 

Vss. 1437 — H^l, were obelized by the Alexandrine critics. In Din- 
dorf 3 edition, they are bracketed as doubtful. For the nominative 
absolute in vs. 1437, see Kriiger, Gr. Or. § 5t), 9, obs. 3 and 4 ; § 45, 
2, obs. 2 and 3, and cf. Plut. 277. Ach. 1182. Pax, 932, 1242, 1243. 
Vosp. 1288. Fragm. 509. Eur. Phoen. 294. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 68, 
and 479. KiJn, Greg. Cor. p. 87. Elmsley, Soph. Rex, 60. Blomf 
Gloss. Pers. 127. Gloss. Choeph. 513. Mus Grit. i. p. 213; ii. p. 292. 
•■ Accusatives absolute of participles are utterly without foundation, and 
ought to be banished from Greek educational books. H':e the very 
uncritical citations of Hemsterhuis 1. c, and of Elmricy ad Krw 
Iph. T. 930. p. 299." Bernhardy. 

'i % 
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and the winds were to bear them over the, plain' of the 
sea — 

Bag. 'Twould look ridiculous : but what is ,the meaning 
of it? 

Eur. If they were in a sea-fight, and then with vinegar 
cruets were to sprinkle vinegar in the enemy's eyes — [^Bac- 
chus turns anr/rily away.'] I know, and am willing to spp^k. 

Bag. Say on. 

EuK. When we consider trustworthy what is now distrust- 
ed, and what is trusted, unworthy of trust — 

Bag. How ? I do^ not understand you. Speak somehow 
less learnedly and more clearly. 

Eur. If we were to distrust those citizens whom we now 
trust, and employ those whom we do not employ,^ we might 
be saved. If we are now unsuccessful in these measures, how 
should we not be saved by doing the contrary ? 

Bag. Bravo, O Palamedes!'' O most clever intellect ! Did 
you invent this yourself, or did Cephisophon?* 

Eur. I only: but Cephisophon the vinegar-cruets. 

Bag. {to jEschylus). What then do you say ? 

^SGH. Now tell me first about the city, what kind of per- 
sons it employs :^ is it the good ? 

Bag. By no means.' It hates them most abominably. 

xEsCH. And does it take pleasure in the bad ? 

' Eur. Palam. Fragm. ii., jrovriag vnip wXaKoq. Cf. Elect. 1349. 
Find. Pyth. i. 24. 

2 "Wie? Ich versteh' es nicht ! 

Sprich etwas iingelehrter und verstandlicher ! " Droysen. 

' Cf. Eur. Iph. A. 503. Hippol. 1000. Rhes. 859, and vs. 1455, 
irifra. 

' The name of one ot Euripides' tragedies. See notes on Tliesm. 
770, 848. It is here used as synonymous with tric/cster. Athenaeus, 
i. p. 17, has'quoted this line of Eupolis : 

TlaXafirfStKov y£ rovro Tov^tvpTjfia Kai aoipov. 

' " It is well known that Euripides, in the details and execution 
of liis pieces, availed himself of the assistance of a leaded servant, 
Cephisophon ; and he perhaps also consulted with hint .especting 
his plots." Schlegel. 

' See notes on Nub. 1148. Eccles. 1126. 

' " Like the French comment; a civil interrogative, instead of a 
po \tive negative. Cf. Eccles. 976. Eur. Ale. 95. Androm. 84. Elect 
661.' Mitchell. See Valck. Phoen. 1614. Wolf, Dem. Lept. p. -iSS. 
Classical Museumi No. xxv. p. 243, and add Eccles. 3S9 Vesp. 1 H&. 
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Bag. It certainly does not ; but employs them of necessity. 

jEsch. How ' then could one save such a city, which nei- 
lli.cr cloak nor goat-skin fits ? 

Bag. Devise something, by Jupiter ! if possibly it may 
emerge again. '•* 

JEsCH. I will speak there ;' but here I am not willing. 

Bag. Nay, don't'' say so; but send up your good counsel 
from here. 

jEsch. When they consider the land* of their enemies to 
be theirs, and theirs their enemies', and their navy as their 
revenue, and their revenue as poverty.^ 

Bag. Good, but the judge' swallows them alone. 

x'lu. {to Bacchus). Decide ! * 

Bag. This shall be your judgment; for I will choose him 
whom my soul desires. 

EuK. Being mindful, then, of the gods by whom you swore, 
that you would assuredly take me away liomewards, choose 
your friends. 

Bag. "My^ tongue has sworn," but I shall choose iEs- 
chylus. 

' " The judgment which .^schylus pronounces on the city itself, 
by which a city, which hates the honest citizens, and yet does not 
i^ive itself up altogether to the bad, is declared to have no chanc* 
of being saved, must, from the evident connexion of the thought 
with line 1425, be referred to Alcibiades alone." Siivern. 

' For this tentative use of the hypothetical clause, see Kriiger 
Gr. Gr. § 65, i. obs. 10. Hermann, Vig. n. 312. Cf. vs. 175, aiipra. 

' i. e. in the world above. See vs. 82. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 12. 
» See Thucyd. i. 143, ii. 62. 

' " When they the enemy's country shall invade, 
And leave their own for the enemy to ravage ; 
When they shall think their ships their best resources, 
Their present revenues destructive." Dunater 

' " That's well — but juries eat up every thing, 

And we shall lose our supper, if we stay." Frere, 
T'..e pay of the 6000 jurymen annually sworn in eats away so 
much of the revenue, that nothing is left for the navv." Droysen. 
Frere sees in it a double allusion ; to the jurymen, and to the hurry 
of the actors and theatrical judges to get to the mpper, which con- 
cluded the business of the day. Cf. Eccles- 1178. For this >ise of 
the neuter plural, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 282. 
' See note on vs. 437. 

• Euripides' sophistry is here retorted on lumcelf. See vs. 101 
and Thesm. 275. 

2-2 
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EuK. What have you done, O most abominable ' of men ? 

Bag. I? I have adjudged JEschylus to be conqueror. For 
•vhy not ? 

EuE. Do you look me in the face, after you have done a 
most shameful deed to me ? 

Bac. " Why shameful,^ if the spectators do not think so ?" 

£uR. Wretch ! will you allow me to be dead then ? 

Bac. "Who knows ^ but to live is to die, and to breathe, 
to feast, and to sleep, a sheep-skin." 

Plu. Go* ye then within, Bacchus. 

Bac. Why so ? 

Plu. That I may entertain you two, before you sail away. 

Bac. You say well, by Jove ; for I am not displeased with 
the matter. [^Exeunt Pluto, Bacchus, Mschylus, and Eu- 
ripides r\ 

Gho. Happy is the man who possesses perfect knowledge. 
And we may learn this by many instances. For this man, 
having been adjudged^ to be wise, will depart home again, to 
the advantage of his citizens,^ and to the advantage of his 
own relations and friends, by reason of his being intelligent.' 
'Tis well tjien not to sit by Socrates* and chatter, having re- 

' He forgets he is speaking to a god. So, Aves, 1638, Hercules 
addresses Neptune thus ; 

Q daifiovt dudptuTTOfV JlotrnSov, 

' A parody on a line in the ^olus of Euripides ; Brunck mentions 
a repartee of the courtesan Lais to the Tragedian, in which she twits 
him with the same line. See Athen. xiii. p. 582, C. 

' " Who knows but life is death. 

Breathing is supping, sleeping but a fleece ? " Wheelwright. 
Cf. vs. 1082. It is a parody on a notable line in the Phrixus of 
Euripides, which he has repeated in his Hippolyttts, vs. 191, and in 
his Polyidus. 

* Cf. Lys. 1166. Vesp. 975. Soph. Colon. 1102, 1104. Dorville, 
Charj). 358. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 72. Schneidewin on Soph. Aj. 
844. Terence, Adelph. act iv. sc. 4, vs. 27. 

» Cf. Aves, 1585. _ » Cf. Plut. 888. 

' See this construction illustrated ap. Classical Museum, No. xxv 
p. 230. 

• Speaking of his power of language, Mr. Mitchell says, " That 
a person possessed of so powerful a weapon should sometimes have 
been a little too much delighted with trie use of it, is no subject of 
wonder." And again, " Much was affirmed by him, and little 
proved: both sides of the question were alternately taken, and tba 
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jected music, and having neglected the;most impcrtant parts 
of the tragic art. But to idly waste one's time on grand ' words 
and petty quibbles, is the part of a madman. [^Re-enter Pluto, 
Bacchus, and ^schfflus.'] 

Plu. Come now, ^schylus, depart joyfully, and save our 
city by good advice, and instruct the senseless, for they are 
numerous ; and take and give this [offering a halter'] to 
Cleophon, and this [offering a bowl of hemlock^ to the finan- 
ciers Myrmex and Nicomachus^ together, and this [offering 
a scourge'] to Archenomus ; and bid them come hither quickly 
to me, and not delay. And if they do not come quickly, by 
Apollo, I will brand them, and bind them hand and foot, and 
quickly despatch them under the earth along with Adimantus 
the son of Leucolophus.^ 

.^SCH. I will do so ; and do you give my seat to Sophocles 
to keep and preserve for me, if perchance I should ever re- 
turn hither. For him I judge to be next in genius. But 
mind that the rascal, and liar, and buffoon, never sit upon my 
seat, even against his will. 

Plu. {to the Chorus'). Therefore do you light for him the 
sacred torches, and at the same time escort him, celebrating 
him w^itli his own* melodies and songs. 

Cbo. Ye deities beneath the earth, in the first place* give 
a good journey to the poet departing and hastening to the 

result left upon his hearers' minds was that he himself was in doubt, 
and only excited doubts in others," p. 100. 

' Cf. Vesp. 1174. Soph. Aj. 1107. Eur. Hipp. 961. 

' Nicomachus was a scribe, against whom Lysias spoke. He 
had been employed shortly after the overthrow of the Four Hundred 
in the Revision of the Laws of Solon. Of Myrmex and Archenomus 
nothing is known. 

' The real name of his father was Leucolophides, which Aristo- 
phanes jestingly changes to Leucolophus, i. e. White crest. Eupolis, 
m his JloKiiQ, says of him, 

ovK dpyaXsov i^T* kari iTdo\iiv tovt* ifii 
riv AtvKoXo^ilov Traila, 

He was one of the generals at the battle of .fligoa Potami, but was 
saved from the death inflicted on the rest of the prisoners. See 
Xenoph. Hell. i. 4, 21. 

* For this singular construction of the pronoun, see Bernhardy, 
W. S. p. 277. 

> This is partly from the Glaucus Potnietui», partly from the 
Bwnenides, vs. 1010. 
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light, and to the city good thoughts of great blessings : for 
80 we may cease altogether from great griefs and dreadful 
conflicts in arms. But let Cleophon ' fight, and any other of 
these that pleases, in his native land. \_Exeunt omnes.~\ 

' See n6te on vs. 67S, supra. Here allusion is made to his being 
a, foreigner, and to his having caused the people to reject the offcri 
of peace made by the Spartans after the battle of Arginusae, when 
they proposed to evacuate Deceleia. 
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THE ECCLESIAZUSiE. 



DRAMATIS PERSONTIG. 

PRAXAGORA. 

SEVERAL WOMEN". 

CHORUS OF WOMEN. 

BLEPYRUS (husband of Praxanont) 

A NEIGHBOUR. 

CHREMES. 

TWO CITIZENS. 

FEMALE CRIER. 

A YOUNG WOMAN. 

A Y"OUNH MAN. 

THREE OLD WOMKN. 

A MAIU-SERVANT 

& HAST£li.. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



0* the date of the Ecclesiazuaa we are not informed by anyDidas- 
calia. AVe learu, however, from a note of the Scholiast on vs. 193, 
that it was brought on the stage two years after the league with the 
Boeotians ; consequently, in the spring of the year 392, b. c. ; and, 
(as may be inferred from the Scholiast on the i^»-ojs,vs. 404,) at the 
Great Dionysia. The EcclesiazustB is, like the Lysiatrata, a picture 
of woman's ascendency, but one much more depraved than the 
other. In the dress of men the women steal into the public assem- 
bly, and by means of the majority of voices which they have thus 
surreptitiously obtained, they decree a new constitution, in which 
there is to be a community of goods and of women. This is a satire 
on the ideal republics of the philosophers, with similar laws. Pro- 
tagoi-as had projected such before Plato. This comedy appears to 
labour under the very same fault as the Peace : the introduction, 
the secret assembly of the women, their rehearsal of their parts as 
men, the description of the popular assembly, rire all handled in the 
most masterly manner ; but towards the middle the action stands 
still. Nothing remains but the representation of the perplexities 
and Confusion which arise from the different communities, especially 
ijie community of women, and from the prescribed equality of rights 
in love both for the old and ugly, and for the young and beautiful. 
These perplexities are pleasant enough, but they turn too much on 
» repetition of the same joke. 
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[Scene — the front of a citizeri's house, having a lamp iu>- 
pended over the door. Time — a little past midnight.'] 

Pkaxagora {coming out of the house dressed in men's 
clothes). O bright eye of the wheel-formed lamp,' suspended 
most commodiously in a situation commanding a wide view, 
(for I will declare both your parentage^ and your fortunes : ^ 
for, having been driven with the wheel by* the force of the 
potter, you possess in your nozzles * the bright honours of the 
sun,) send forth the signal of flame agreed upon ! For to 
you alone we reveal it: — justly; for you also stand close by 
us in our bed-chambers when we try the various modes of 
Aphrodite ; and no one excludes your eye from the house, 
the witness of our bending bodies. And you alone cast light 
into the secret recesses of our persons, when you singe ^ off 
the hair which flourishes upon them. And you aid us w^hen 
secretly opening ' the storehouses filled with fruits and the 
Bacchic stream. And although you help to do this, you do 
not babble of it to the neighbours. Wherefore you shall also 
be privy to our present designs, as many as were determined 

' This apostrophe to the lamp she has just hung up is a parody 
on the pompous addresses to inanimate objects so frequent in the 
prologues and monodies of Euripides. For the construction, see 
kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 45, 3, obs. 5. Hermann, Vig. n. 260, d. Matthiii 
p. 481. Jelf, § 479, 3. _ 

' Ran. 946, aXK' oiStwv vpioTurra [xiv jioi to yivog elir' av tv6v( 
Tov Spdiiarog. 

' Comp. jEsch. Prom. 288. Find. Pyth. viii. 103. 

* For this construction, see Bernhardy, W. S. ^. 225. 

' The lamp would appear to have been one of those which wer» 
furnished with double lights. Cf. Ran. 1361. iXaSeic is referred to 
kixvoQ, not to Xo/in-pAv ofifia, 

• Cf. Thesm. 216, 590. Lya. 825. ' Cf. Thesm. 43* 
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on by my friends at the Scira.' But none of them is present, 
who ought to have come. And yet it is close upon day- 
break ; and the Assembly will take place immediately;^ and 
we must take possession of different^ seats from those which 
Phyromachus formerly ordered, if you still remember, and sit 
down without being detected. What then can be the matter ? 
Have they their beards not sewed on, which they were ordered 
to have ? or has it been difficult for them to steal and take 
their husbands' clothes? But I see a lamp there* approach- 
ing. Come, now let me^ retire back, lest the person who 
approaches should chance to be a man. [^Retires to one side.'] 

1st Woman (^entering with a lamp). It is time to go; for 
the herald just now crowed^ the second time, as we were 
setting out. 

Prax. {coming forward out of her hiding-place). I was 
lying awake the whole night expecting you. But come, let 
me summon our neighbour here by tapping at her door : for 
I must escape the notice of her husband. \_Taps at the 
door.] 

2nd Woman {coming out of the house). I heard the tap- 
ping ' of your fingers, as I was putting on my shoes, since I 
was not asleep : for my husband, my dearest, (for he whom I 
live with* is a Salaminian,) was occupying me the whole night 

' " The Xici'pa or 2Ktppo0opta was an anniversary solemnity at 
Athens, in honour of Athena Ssipaf. The name is derived from 
Sciras, a borough between Athens and Eleusis, where there was a 
temple dedicated to that goddess." Smith. The principal ceremony 
consisted in the carrying of a white parasol from the Acropolis to 
Sciras. Cf. Thesm. 834. It was a woman's festival. 

■* Cf. Phit. 432, 942, 1191. Pax, 237. Equit. 284. Thesm. 750. Lys. 
739, 744. Demosth. 354, 16; 398, 16; 569, 10; 586, 9. iEschin. 10, 32. 
' " Wahrend statt der Platze, die 

Phyromachos fiir uns heantragt — wisst ihr noch ?— 
Wir uns der andern versichern miissten unversehns.'' Dioysen. 

" The allusion is to some decree proposed by Phyromachus." Brunch. 

* " Doca 'ne Larape seh' Ich da herkommen." Droysen. 
See note on Aves, 992. > See note on Lys. 864. 

• " Es ist Zeit zu gehen ; hat der Herold eben doch. 
Da aus dem Haus wir traten, zum zweiten Mai gekraht." Droytm. 

The allusion is to the crowing of the cock. See Liddell's Lex. '3 
roc. Kripvl. Cf. Ran. 1380. 
' Cf. Thesm. 481. • " Dessen Frau Teh bin." Droyeit 
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in the bed-clo'.hes, so that it was only just now I could get 
this garment of his. 

1st Wom. Well now I see Clinarete also, and Sostrate here 
now approaching, and Philsenete. [^Enter Clinarete, Sostrate, 
and PhilcBTiete.'] 

Prax. Will you not hasten then ? for Glyce swore that that 
one of our ' number who came last, should pay three choas of 
wine, and a chtenix of chick-peas. 

1st Wom. Don't you see Melistice, the wife of Smicythion, 
hastening in^ her slippers? and she alone appears to me to 
have come forth from her husband undisturbed.' 

2nd Wom. And don't you see Gusistrate, the wife of the 
innkeeper, with her lamp in her right hand, and the wife of 
Philodoretus, and the wife of Chaeretades ? 

Prax. I see very many other women also approaching, all 
that are good for aught in the city."* 

3rd Wom. (entering, followed by many others). And I, 
my dearest, escaped and stole away with very great difficulty ; 
for my husband kept coughing the whole night, having been 
stuffed with anchovies over-night.* 

Prax. vSit down then, since I see you are assembled, in 
order that I may ask you about this, if you have done all that 
was determined on at the Scira. 

4th Wom. Yes. In the first place I have my arnipils 
rougher* than a thicket, as was agreed upon. In the next 
place, whenever my husband went to the market, I anointed 

' ** The ordo is : riiv vtyrarriv ijjuov ifKovaav cnroTiativ Tpf7(; xoa^ 
oh'nv." Brunck. 

'' Wie fliiik in den Miiiuierschuhn sie lieranklappt." Druysen. 

' "She alone of all 

Seems to have passed the night without disturbance." SmUh. 
" Kard axoXrjv is otiose, in the same sense that Terence in the Andrian 
■ays, aliam otiosus quaret, trtpav Kara erxoA^r ZrjrijatL, a son aise." 
Brunck. 

• " Die in der Stadt was Rechtes sind." Droysen. Xenoph. Ilel- 
len. V. 3, 6, b ri o(tte\os ffrparevfiarog. Thuc. viii. 1, role travv rutv 
trpaTitirbiv. Cf. Theocr. vii. vs. 4. Epigr. xvi. 4. ApoU. R. iii. 347. 

• " He supped on sprats, and got an indigestion ; 

So through the night 'twas nought but cough, cough, cough!" 

^'mtt/t. 

• Juvenal, Sat. ii. 11, 

" Hispida membra quidem et durae per brachia set* 
Promittunt atroccm animum." 
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my whole body, and basked the whole day standing in the 
sun-shine* 

5th Wom. And I. I threw the razor out of the house the 
first thing, in order that I might be hairy all over, and nr 
longer like a woman at all. 

Prax. Have you the beards, which we were all ordered 
to have, whenever we assembled ? 

4th Wom. {holding one up). Yea, by Hecate ! see I here's 
a fine one ! ^ 

5th Wom. (holding one up). And I one, not a little finer 
than that of Epicrates.* 

Prax. (turning to the. others). But what do you say ? 

4th Wom. They say yes ; for they nod assent. 

Prax. Well now I perceive that you have done the other 
things. For you have Laconian shoes, and staffs, and your 
husbands' garments, as we ordered. 

6th Wom. I secretly brought away this club of* Lamia's 
as he was sleeping. 

Prax. This is one of those clubs, under whose* weight he 
fizzles. 

' " It was the custom of the men to anoint the whole body with 
oil, and dry it in before the sun ; and of the women, to shave them- 
selves all over." Gray. For the preposition, see Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 264. ° See note on Aves, 992. 

^ A brachylogy for tov tov 'ETrucparouj KaWlova. When the sub- 
ject of comparison and the object of comparison are the same word, 
instead of the latter being expressed in the genitive, along with tlie 
genitive governed by it, it is often omitted, and the possessive geni- 
tive alone expressed. Hom. II. *. 191, Kftiaaiav Aiog yevtq wora- 
/lolo rirvKTai, i. e. yiviije TroTafiolo. Herod, ii. 134, irvpaiiiSa Kai 
ovToe aTteXivcTO jtoXXov sXaffffu) tou irarpoq, i. e. r^c irvpafiiSoe tov 
Trarpog. Cf. Hermann, Vig. u. 55. Sch'afer ad Schol. ApoU. R. p. 
164. Richter on Anaeoluthon, part i. p. 32, and note on vs. 701, wi- 
fra, and on Plut. 368. Epicrates was remarkable for a bushy beard ; 
hence Plato, the comic poet, nicknamed him aaKiaibopos. " Epi- 
crates ' of the beard ' had been a popular character smce his parti- 
cipation in the expedition of Thrasybulus, for the liberation of the 
city. He understood how to make a right good use of this position. 
His and Phormisius' embassy to the court of Susa, gave occasion to' 
a special comedy of Platc^ the comic poet." Droysen. 

* " Pherecrates, the comic poet, said of the hobgoblin Lamia, that 
it puffs with heaving its club. This is comically transferred to iri« 
»ixth woman's husband." Voss. Cf. Vesp. 1177. 

* " Wohl eine von denen, unter deren Last man — pupt." 

Drofttn. 



n-\<n. THE ECCLESIA^^USJE. 621 

6th Wom. By Jupiter the Preserver,' he would be a fit 
person, if there ever was one, to cheat ^ the commonwealth, 
clothed in the leathern garment of Argus. 

Prax. But come ! so that we may also transact what i» 
next, whilst' the stars are still in the heavens ; for the assem- 
bly, to which we are prepared to go, will take place with the 
dawn.* 

1st Wom. Yea, by Jove! wherefore you ought to take 
your seat under the Bema,* over against the Prytanes. 

7th Wom. {hoidiitg up some wool). By Jove, I brought 
these here, in order that I might card when the Assembly 
was^ full. 

Prax. Full, you rogue?' 

Tth Wom. Yes, by Diana ! for how should I hear any 
worse, if I carded ? My children are naked. 

Prax. " Carded," quoth 'a ! you who ought to exhibit no 
part of your person to the meeting ! \_Turning to the others.^ 
Therefore we should be finely off, if* the Assembly chanced 
to be full, and then some of us strode over and took up her 
dress' and exhibited her Phormisius.'" Now if we take our 
seats first, we shall escape observation when we have wrapped 
our garments close round us : and when we let our beards 
hang down, which we will tie on there, who would not think 
V.S men on seeing us? At any rate Agyrrhius" has the 

' To the examples cited on Nub. 366, add Ecclea. 761, 1045, 1103. 
Plut. 877, 1186, 1189. Thesm. 858. Ran. 738, 1433. Aves, 15, 514. 

' There is an allusion to the Inachits of Sophocles, in which Argus 
was introduced keeping watch over lo ; but the whole passage is 
very obscure. 

' See Equit. 111. Demosth. p. 15, 5. Blomf. gloss. Pers. 434. Har- 
per, Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 135. Hermann, Vig. n. 363. 
.Append, p. 748, and for the preposition, see Benihardy, W. S. p. 
V40. * " Hebt mit friihem Morgen an." Droyaer,. 

' Cf. Ach. 683. Pax, 680. 

• " Wenn das Volk versammelt ist." Droysen. 

' Cf. vs. 124, 742. Lys. 910, 914. ' See note on Thesm. 789. 
» " Wenn das Volk 

Bei einander war', und eine zum Uebersteigen sich 
Aufnahme den Rock und zeigte ihren Phormisios." Droysen. 

'• " Phormisius, who was joined in the embassy with Epicrates 
('vs. 71), was remarkable for his hairy person." Droysen. 

" " Agyrrhius, the upstart, had been an influential man in the stat» 
for more than twelve years past, and, as we may infer from Demos- 
thenes' speech against Timocrateg, a respectable character. He 
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beard of Pronomus, without being noticed. And yet, before 
this, he was a woman. But now,, you see, he has the chief 
power in the state. On this account, by the coming day,' let us 
venture on so great an enterprise, if by^ any means we be able 
to seize upon the administration of the state, so as to do the 
state some good. For now we neither sail ' nor row. 

7rH Won. Why, how can'' an effeminate conclave of 
women harangue the people ? 

Pkax. Nay, rather, by far the best, I ween. For they say, 
that as many of the youths also as most resemble women, are 
the most skilful in speaking. Now we have this by chance.* 

7tii Wom. I know not : the want of experience is a sad 
thing.'' 

Prax. Therefore we have assembled here on purpose,' so 
that we might practise beforehand wliat we must say there. 
You cannot be too quick* in tying on your beard; and the 
otliers, as many as have practised speaking. 

8th Wom. But who of us, my friend, does not know liow 
to- speak ? 

had been tli° author of the diminution of the comic honorarium 
(Ran. 367), and, later, of the inei-ease of the Heliastic fee (Pint. 17fi, 
and vs. 184. infra). How Agyrrhius, who did not resemble women 
merely in beardlessness, comes by the great beard of the flute- 
player Pronomus, I know not." J)roysen. Plato, the comic poet, 
says of him, 

\a(iov^ \af3ov Trjg x^^P^S *^C ra^tirra juov* 
fieWio (jrpaTTjybv xciporoveiv ' Xyvppiov. 

' See note on Tliesm. 870. ' See note on Ran. 1460. 

' "A Greek proverb runs, 'Money makes the rudder act and the 
wind blow.' " Droysen. 

* " Wie kann der Frauen ' Schaamverhiillte Weiblichkeit ' 
Zum Volke reden." Droysen. Cf. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, 3. 

• "Und eben das ist uns der Schickung nach Beruf." Droysen. 
See note on Aves, 451. 

' " And for this very reason are we met, 

To rehearse before we speak in doWnright earnest." Smith. 

"The formula ouk av (jtBavoig is peculiar, e. gr. trtpaivwv, Plato 
(Phsed. 100), Xsywv (Symp. 185), " Say forthwith." Perhaps origin- 
ally a question, ' Will you not sooner say?' (than do something 
else) ; but afterwards so much obliterated by usage, that, unmind- 
ful of its origin, they said after the external analogy of this formula 
also owB av ip9a.voifii, oie av (jtddvoi, in the sense, ' i will, he will cer- 
tainly,' &c., therefore synonymous with ipGavctfu av, pdavoi av." 
Kriiger. Cf Plut. 485, 874, U33. Eur. Heracl. 721. Tub !'. 2*4. 
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Pkax. Come now, do you tie yours on, and quickly become 
a man: and I myself also, when I have placed the clnipleta,' 
will tie on my beard along with you, if it should seem proper 
to me to make any speech.^ 

2nd Wom. Come hither, dearest Praxagora, see, you rogue 
how laughable even the affair seems. 

Prax. How laughable ? 

2^fD Wo>r. Just as if one were to tie a beard on fried 
cuttle-fish.^ 

Prax. Purifier,* you must carry round — the cat.^ Come 
forward to the front ! 8 Ariphrades,' cease talking ! Come for- 
ward and sit down ! \^Here the •women mimic the ceremonies of 
the lustration.'] Who wishes to speak?* 

Sth Wom. I do. 

Pkax. Now put on the chapli;t, and success to you ! ' 

Sth Wo.m. {putting it on). Very well. 

Prax. Speak away ! 

' " W hen speaking in the Assembly, it was customary to wear a 
cSaplet. See Thesm. 380." Smith. 

' " Hier leg' Ich auch die Kranze her; Ich will mich selbst 
Nun auch bebarten, falls Ich etwa sprechen muss." Droysm. 

^ "We find as curious a simile in Shakspeare, Merry Wivea of 
Windsor^ act i. sc, >4 ; 

Quickly. Does he not wear a great round beard, like a glover's 
paring-knife ? 

Simple. No, forsooth : he hath but a little wee face, with a. little 
yellow beard ; a cane-coloiired beard." Smith. 

* For this use of the article, see note on Ran. 40. "The person 
who made the lustration in the Assembly was called TrtpiariapxoQ. 
Pollux viii. 104, vtpi vepianapx"^' tKaBaipov xo'P'^'o'f liiKpols oiiTot 
Ti'iv iKKkriaiav icai TO^iarpov. tcaSapaiov Si iKaXnro tovto to x<"P''^«»'-" 
Jiru7ick. 

* "A comic licence for to xoip'^'""" Brunei. "The place ot 
assembly was properly purified by a young pig! In defaidt of tlie 
pig, the women take a cat for that purpose. The three lines spoken 
by Praxagora contain in short the essential forms observed on open- 
jug an Assembly. Cf. Acharn. 44." IJroysen. 

' "Come all within the circle." Smith. Cf. Ach. 43. 

' '■' The character of Ariphrades, whom the poet ridicules by sup- 
posing him seated ^mong the women, and out-talking even them, may 
be seen in Equit. 1281, and Vesp. 1280." Smith. "Aristophanes 
therefore had been rebuking the same man thirty years ago." 
Droysen. 

' " The usual question put by the Kr\pvi, in the Assembly." Smith 
Cf. Thesm 37» " See note on Thesm. 283. 
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8th Wom. Then shall I speak before I drink ? 

Peax. "Drink," quoth'a." 

8th Wom. Why have I crowned^ myself then, my friend ? 

Prax. Get out of the way ! You would have done such 
things to us there also. 

8th Wom. How 'then? don't they also drink in the As 
semljly ? 

Prax. "Drink," quoth'a ! 

8th Wom. Yes, by Diana ! and that too unmixed wine. 
At any rate their decrees, as many as they make, are, to peo- 
ple considering well, mad ones, like drunken people's.'' And, 
by Jove, they make libations too ; or, on what account would 
they make so many prayers, if wine was not present? And 
tliey rail at one another too, like drunken men ; and the police- 
men carry out him that plays drunken tricks. 

Prax. Go you and sit down ; for you are a worthless thing.' 

8th Wom. By Jove, upon my word it were better for mi=, 
not to have a beard ; for, as it seems, I shall be parched with 
thirst. [ Goes and sits down.^ 

Prax. Is there any other who •• wishes to speak ? 

9th Wom. I do. 

Prax. Come now, crown yourself! for the business is 
going on.' Come now, see that* you speak after the manner 
of men, and properly, liaving leaned your body on your staif. 

9th Wom. I should have wished some other one of those 
accustomed to speak were giving the best advice, in order that* 

' For this use of ISoi, cf. vss. 93, 136, of this play. Equit. 87, 344, 
703. Thesm; 206. Lys. 441. Nub. 818, 872, 1469. Pax, 198. 

' " The ancients, as is well known, wove chaplets when carousing. 
See Hor. Odes, Book 1. xxxviii." Smith. 

^ See Matthiii, Gr. Gr. § 488, 9 ; Jelf, fj 872, g. 

' Cf. vss. 142, 310, and note on Lys. 556. 

» Cf. Vesp. 997, 1504. Plut. 408. Equit. 1243. Aves, 577. Pax, 
1222. Soph. Aj. 1231,1275. Trach. 1107. Eur. Ion, 606. Rhes 
821. Heracl. 168. Tread. 415. Orest. 717. Phren. 417. Andr. 1080. 
Plato, Apol. p. 41, E. Rep. p. 341, C. 556, D. 562, D. Epigr. iii. 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 8, obs. 3. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 336. Elmsley, 
Heracl. 168. Monk, Hippol. 634. Dorville, Char. p. 218. Lobeck, 
Aj.1218. Elmsl. Her. 168. ^ 

* Xenoph. Mem. i. 4, 6, tanv ovarivaQ avGpuirojv TtOavfiaKag tin 
ao^i^; Cf. Nub. 1290. Plato, Apol. p. 27, B. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 
S, obs. 2. ' " Unser Plan ist jetzt im Gang." Droysen. 

• See note on Lys. 316. • See note on vs. 426, infra. 
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1 might have been sitting quiet. But now,' according to ray 
luotion, I will not suffer a single hostess to niakn cisterns ol 
water in the taverns.* I don't approve of it, by the two god- 
desses ! ^ 

Pkax. "By the two goddesses !" Wretch, where have you 
your senses ? 

9th Wom. What's the matter ? for indeed I did not ask 
you for drink. 

Pkax. No, by Jove ; but you swore by the two goddesses, 
being a man. And yet you spoke* the rest most cleverly. 

9th Wom. (^correcting herself). Oh ! — by Apollo ! 

Pkax. (snatching the chcqtletfrom her). Have done then ! 
for I would ^ not put forward one foot to hold an assembly 
unless^ this shall be arranged precisely. 

9th Wom. Give me the chaplet ! I will speak again. 
For now I think I have gone over it properly in my mind. 
" To me, O women,' who are sitting here " 

Pkax. Again you are calling the men "women," you wretch. 

' " So Vann Ich's, falls ihr was auf meine Meinung gebt, 
Nicht leiden, dass sicb die Frau in der Schenke Keller grabt 
Zu Wasser ; dagegen stimm' Ich bei den Giittinnen ! " Droyten. 
For icard yi r^v lariv, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 186. 

' " She means, perhaps, there shall be no water at all in the 
taverns." Droysen. 

' "She swears by 'the two goddesses,' i. e. by Deraeter and 
Persephone, an oath which only women use." Droysen. 

* " The participle is made clear by Kai, alto, even, (negative, oiSi, 
fiSi,) and Kai-mp, wluch in Attic writers scarcely ever occurs other- 
wise than with apartioiple or a participial construction, whilst Kairoi 
is found only with an independent claiae (with a finite verb). The 
later writers have beeu the first to use these vice versi. Yet also in 
Plato, Symp. 219; Rep. 511 ; Lysias, 31, 34, if the text be not cor- 
rupt." Kruger. In the present instance the departure from the 
statutable construction is very remarkable. 

' " Um keinen Preis 

Auch einen Schritt nur mijcht' Ich zur Ekklesie thun, 
JJevor wir nicht mit diesen Dingen im Reinen sind." Droysen. 

• " tl is rightly construed with a future indicative, although there 
be an optative with av in the other member of the sentence. Eur. 
Hippol. 484, ^ 

i\ Tap av 6^i y dvSpeg iievpouv av, 

ti /i^ yvvalKtQ fiijxavdg ivprjuoptv.*' Brunck. 

Cf. Ran. 10. yEsch. Theb. 196. Eur. Hippo]. 484. Tro. 736. 

See Kruger, Gr. Or. § 45, 2, obs. 7. Cf Pax, 466. Ach. 491. 
2 a 
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9tii Wom. It's on account of Epigonus ' yonder. For when 
I looked thither I thought I was speaking to women. 

Pkax. Away with you also,'^ and sit down there.' Me- 
thinks I must take tliis chaplet myself and speak '' for you. I 
pray to the gods that I may bring our plans to a successful issue. 
" I have an equal share in this country as you ; but I am vexed 
and annoyed at all the transactions of the state. For I see it 
always employing bad leaders : and if any be good, for one 
day, he is bad for ten. Have* you committed it to another ; 
he will do still more mischief. Therefore it is difficult to 
advise men so hard to please as you, who are afraid of those 
who wish to love you, but those who are not willing you con- 
stantly supplicate. There was a time when we did not make 
use of Assemblies at all, but considered Agyrrhius'' a villain. 
But now, when we do make use of them, he who has received 
money praises the custom above measure ; but he who has 
not received, says that those who seek to receive pay in the 
Assembly are worthy of death." 

1st Wom. By Venus, you say this well. 

Pkax. You have mentioned Venus,' you wretch. You 
would have done a pretty thing, if you had said this in the 
Assembly. 

1st "Wom. But I would not have said it. 

Pbax. {to the first woman). Neither accustom yourself 
now to say it. [^Returning to her subject.'\ " Again, when 
we deliberated about this alliance,* they said the state would 

' "Epigonus is otherwise unknown." Droysen. 

^ ^' Et tu quaque^ ut prior ilia, facesse hinc." Bruiick. 

' "Hinweg mit dir auch! geh' und setz' dich dort hei Seit'." 

Droysen. 
In Brunck's version, efposthac sede. 

* See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, 3. 

' For this construction, see note on Thesm. 4C5. 
' Cf. note on vs. 102, supra. " He had been lying a considerabl* 
lime in prison for embezzling the public money." Voss. 
' " Venus! thou silly wench ! a pretty joke, 
I' faith, had this escaped thee m th' Assembly." Smith. 

* " The alliance here meant is that concluded with the Thebani", 
Argives, and Corinthians, (01. 96, 2, in the Archonship rf Dij- 
phantus,) through the mediation of Persia, which was followed by 
the Corinthian war (b. u. 394). Bloody factions arose in Corinth, 
which impeded the undertakings of the allies : on this account Atheni 
was angry at Corinth. Their murdering those who were favour 
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perish, if it did not take place : and when now it did take 
place, they were vexed; and the orator' wlio persuaded you 
to it, immediately fled away. Is it necessary^ to launch ships , 
tiie poor man approves of it, but the wealthy' and the farmers 
do not approve of it. You were vexed at the Corinthians, and 
they at you.'' But now they are good, — and do you now be 
good to them. Argeus^ is ignorant, but Hieronymus is 
clever. A hope of safety peeped out, but it is banished 
***##******** Thrasybulus'5 himself not 
being called to our aid." 

able to Sparta, and their eager opposition to the Spartan.s who a))- 
proacbed them, proved their fidelity to the common cause." Droysen. 

' ■' The Scholiast thinks Conon is meant. The bloody sceiies at 
Corintli took place about the time that he was hastening the re- 
building of the walls at Athens (summer of 393) ; and the subse- 
quent ill-humour of the Athenians and their disinclination to a 
continuance of the war may be considered as the cause of Conon 's 
departure." Droysen. " I do not think this alludes to Conon. 
The whole passage is obscure on account of the want of historical 
records." Brunck. 

* See note on Thesm. 405. 

' See note on Plut. 89. 

' This is the most violent synchysis I have ever met with. See, 
however, Pax, 558, 559. Plut. 280, 281. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 2, 
obs. 1, and obs. 2. 

' I have followed Droysen in considering 'ApyiioQ a proper name. 
Smith (after Brunck's note) translates it, 

" What though the Argives in the mass are dull, 
Hieronymus has skill, and he's an Argive." 
In Dindorf's edition of Brunck's version it stands, " Argeus rudia 
est, Hieronymus autem sapiens. Salus leviter caput exseruit, at illam 
respuitis: • • • • nee ipse Thrasybulus advocatus." " Of Argeus we 
know nothing, Hieronymus, according to Diodorus (xiv. 81), was 
one of Conon's associates. He was left in command of the fleet, 
while Conon himself set out for the king of Persia, to obtain per- 
mission to make war upon the Spartans, with the assistance of the 
Persian navy. Hieronymus' participation in the glorious sea-fight 
at Cnidus may have obtained some importance for an otherwise 
insignificant person." Droysen. 

' Dindorf B text exhibits marks of a lacuna between vs. 203 and 
vs. 204. " This very difficult passage appears to refer to this, that 
rhrasybulus, the well-known deliverer of the city from the domina- 
tion of the Thirty, had set out in this year with forty ships to the 
aid of the Rhodians without waiting for their invitation, in older 
that they might free themselves from Uie domination of the Spartans, 
The poet means, that the good prospects obtained by the victory at 
Cnidus and the other events of the war would be lost through such 

a ■ 2 
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Isr WoM. What a sagacious man ! 

Pkax. {to first woman). Now you praise * rightly. [Return- 
ing to her subject.'] " You, people, are the cause of this. 
For you, receiving the public money as pay, watch, each of 
you, in private, what he shall gain ; while the state totters 
along like -ffisimus.^ If therefore you take my advice, you 
shall still be saved. I assert that we ought to intrust the 
state to the women. For in our houses we employ them as' 
stewards and managers." 

2nd Wom. Well done ! well done ! by Jove ! well done ! 
say on, say on, O good sir ! 

Prax. " But that they are superior to us in their habits I will 
demonstrate. For, in the first place, they wash their wool in 
warm water, every one of them, after the ancient custom 
And you will not see them trying in a different way. But 
would not the city of the Athenians be saved, if it observed 
this properly,'' unless it made itself* busy with some other 
new-fangled scheme ? They roast sitting, just as before, They 
carry burdens on their heads, just as before. They keep the 
Thesmophoria, just as before. They^ bake their cheese-cakes, 
just as before. They torment their husbands,' just as before. 
They have paramours in the house, just as before. They buy 
dainties for themselves, just as before. They like their wine 
unmixed,' just as before. They delight* in being wantonly 
treated, just as before. Therefore, sirs, let us intrust the city 

like undertakings as Thrasybulus recommended." Droysen. Few 
persons, I am persuaded, will approve of this view. 

" Him why not call then to the helm of the state? " Smith. 
' See Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 41 foil., and Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 382. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, obs. 3. 

* " Indess der Staat gleicb Aisimos so weiterhhikt." Droysen. 

" Meantime 
The state, like iEsimus, gets lamely on." Smith. 
'' ^'Esimus, who is also mentioned by Lysias in his speech against 
Agoratus, was, according to the Scholiast, a lame, stupid man." 
Droysen. 

^ See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 1, and note on Plut. 314. 

* " xpiiuTmc; avri tov (pvXaxTiKiig' 'Apiirro^dvi/e. avri tov e^KXarnre- 
Tov apxaXov vofiov, Kai at) iiroKwpayiiovu, Kai rag xaivag eiiTC^rp(> 
iroXiTfiae." Suidas. Liddell (in voc. xpijoroe) joins xP'J'fo'C «X'> *"> 
at to = recte se haberet. ' See note on Thesm. 789. 

' This verse does not appear in Brunck's edition. 
Brunck compares Plant. Mens^hm. iv. 1. 
See note on Ran. 1388. ? Ci. NuU, 1Q70 
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to them, and not chatter exceedingly, nor inquire what in the 
world th-ey will do ; but let us fairly suffer them to govern, 
having considered this alone,' that, in the first place, being 
mothers, they will be desirous to save the soldiers ; and in 
the next place, who could send provisions quicker than the 
parent? A woman is most ingenious^ in providing money ; 
and when governing, could never be deceived ; for they them- 
selves are accustomed to deceive. The rest I will omit : but if 
you take my advice in this, you will spend your lives happily." 

1st Wom. Well done, sweetest Praxagora, and cleverly ! 
Whence, you rogue, did you learn this so prettily ? 

Phax. During the flight* I dwelt with my husband in the 
Pnyx ; and then I learnt by hearing the orators. 

1st Wom. No wonder then, my dear, you are* clever 
and wise : and we * women elect you as general on the spot, 
if you will effect these things, which you have in your mind. 
But if Cephalus^ should be unlucky enough to meet^ and in- 
sult you, how will you reply to him in the Assembly ? 

Prax. I will say he is crazed. 

1st Wom. But this they all know. 

Prax. But also that he is melancholy-mad. 

1st Wom. This too they know. 

Prax. But also that he tinkers' his pots badly, but the 
state well and prettily. 

' " VoU Vertrauu, wenn ihr nur bedenkt." Droysen. 
' " Then for the waya and means, say who're more skilled 
Than women ? They too are such arch deceivers, 
That, when in power, they ne'er will be deceived," Smith. 
See note on Aves, 451. 

^ The long lapse of time will hardly allow us to refer this to the 
flight of the country people into the city in accordance with the 
policy of Pericles. "This difficult passage probably refers to the 
times of the Thirty Tyrants, when no assemblies were held in the 
Pnyx, and the orators were not allowed to speak." Droysen. 

* See note on Vesp. 451. 

« See Kriiger, Gr.'Gr. § 50, 8, obs. 3. 

• One Df the demagogues of the day. His father was a potter. 

' " TrpoopBapitg, accedena. ^BiiptaSai in Attic writers ^ire, venire, 
but always in a bad sense, in reference to those who go or wander to 
their own or other people's injury or loss. Cf. Aves, 916. Pax, 72. 
Demosth. Mid. p. 660. Misc. Obs. vol. iv. p. 451." Brunck. Com- 
pare Liddell's Lex. in voc. 

' A happy coincidence in the German language has enabled 
Droysen to translate this verbal play with singular felicity ; 
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1st Wom. How then, if Neoclides' the blear-eyed insult* 
you? 

Pkax. Him I bid count the hairs on a dog's tail.* 

1st Wom. How then, if they knock you ? 

Prax. I '11 knock again ; since I am not unused to many 
knocks. 

1st Wom. That thing alone is unconsidered, what in the 
world you will do, if the Policemen try to drag you away.* 

Pbax. (suiting the action to the word). I '11 nudge with 
the elbow in this way ; for I will never be caught '' by the 
middle. 

1st Wom. And if they lift you up, we will bid them let 
you alone. 

2nd Wom. This has been well considered by us. But that 
we have not thought of, how we shall remember then to hold 
up our hands ; for we are accustomed to hold up our legs. 

PllAX. The thing is difficult : but nevertheless we must 
hold up our hands, having bared one arm up to the shoulder. 
Come then, gird up your tunics ; * and put on your Laconian 
shoes as soon as possible, as you always see your husbands do, 
when they are about to go to the Assembly or out of doors. 
And then, when all these matters are well, tie on your 
beards. And when you shall have ari-anged them precisely, 
having them fitted on, put on also your husbands' garments, 
which '■'you stole j and then go, leaning on your staffs, singing 

I " Dass er mache schlechte Kannen zwar, 
Auf 's Kannegiessern aber versteh' er trefflich sich." 

' See vs. 398, infra, and Plut. 665. 

2 " Huic ego dicUTn, ut in cards culum inspiciat." Brunek. 
See Harper, Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 41 fall., and Bernhardy, 
W. S. p. 382. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, obs. 3. 

■' "tXicwiTij', trahere velint." Brunek. Cf. Harper's Powers of the 
Greek Tenses, p. 50. Person and Schafer on Eur. Phoen. 79, 1231. 
Monk, Hippol. 592. Dorville, Char. p. 214. Hermann, Vig. n. 161. 
This usage is more especially frequent in Sitovai and Trt'Suv. See 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 1, obs. 7. 

* Cf. Acharn. 570.- Equit. 387. B,an. 469. 

' "rd x<-T<^via is badly translated veates. It ought to have been 
translated tunicas succingite." Brunek. For the construction see 
Schafer, Melet. Crit. p. 88. ' 

* " Aristophanes never uses the article for ovroq or avroq.. This I 
have remarked on Plut. 44." Brunek. He should have added, un- 
tets followed by Si. See Aves, 492, 530. Thesm. 505, 846. Ec'clei. 
ii-2. 316. Pax, 1182. Plut. 559, 691. Equit. 717. Blomfield o» 
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some old man's ' song, imitating the manner of the country 
people. 

2nd Wom. You say well. But let us [/o those next Aer] 
go before them; for I fancy other women also ^ will come 
forthwith' from the country to the Pnyx. 

Prax. Come, hasten ! for it is the custom there for tliose 
who are not present at the Pnyx at day-break,* to skulk 
away, having not even a doit.* [ The women advance into the 
orchestra, and there form themselves into a chorus.'\ 

Chokus. It is time for us to advance, O men, — for this" 
we ought mindfully to be always repeating, so that it may 
never escape' our memories. For the danger is not trifling, 
if \vp be caught entering upon so great an enterprise in secret. 
Let us go to the Assembly, O men ; for the Thesmotheles 
threatened, that whoever should not come at dawn very early, 
in haste, looking sharp and sour, content" with garlic-pickle, 
he would not give him the three obols. 

Theb. 81. Prom. V. 860. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 312. Mus. Crit. i. p. 
4.88. Kon, Greg. Cor. p. 239. 

' " Ein Lied aus alten Zeiten." Droyaen. Cf. Vesp. 269. 

= See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 21. 

' " Grades Wegs." Droysen. " Ex advorsum." Brunch. But 
Bninck's version would require avnicpu. The adverbs in -vq gener- 
ally refer to time, and their corresponding forms in -v to place. Com- 
pare tii^vQ and iv9v. 

* See Porson, Hec. 979. Opusc. p. xciii. 

' " By all means make good speed, remembering that 
Who gets not to the Pnyx at earliest dawn. 
Must home again return without a doit." Smith. 
" It appears to have been a proverbial expression, or an allusion to 
the proverb irarraXou yv/ivoTipos, which occurs ap. Aristasnet. Ep. 
xviii. lib. ii." Bergler. 

• TovTo refers to the word dvlptg. They are to remember always 
to call themselves men. See note on Lys. 134. 

' Elmsley (Mus. Crit. i. p. 483) alters this to xal /ifjiror' i^oXiaOy, 
,i. ,?. i^oXiaBirui, as Aristophanes does not join <ic = ita ut with a con- 
junctive without av. The usage in prose writers is just the reverse. 
See Harper, Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 125. " The pronoun 
illiaQ does not depend on lloKiaBy. The ordo is: roEro ydp xp4 
liifivTjfiivac TinaQ itu XiytLV, «ff ^^ ttot l^oXiffdy." Brunck. 

" Time now 'tis, my merry men, time now for us to start. 
That we are men repeating oft, lest we belie our part. 
Not slight would be the peril, if any prying eyes. 
In secret while we plot should pierce through our disguise. 
Then on, my merry men, for the council let us start." Smith 
» See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 10*. 
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Come, Charitimides,' and Smicythus, and Draces, follow 
in haste, taking heed to yourself that you blunder in none ol 
those things which you ought to effect. But see that, when 
we have received our ticket,'^ we then sit down^ near eacb 
other, so that we may vote for all measures, as many as it be. 
hoves our sisterhood. And yet, what am I saying ? for 1 
ODght to have called them " brotherhood." ■* 

But see that we jostle those who have come from the city, 
as many as heretofore,* when a person had to receive only one 
obolus on his coming, used to sit and chatter, crowned with 
chaplets.^ But now they are a great nuisance. But when 
the brave Myronides' held office, no one used to dare to con- 
duct the affairs of the state for the receipt' of money; but 
each of them used^ to come with drink in a little wine-skin, 
and bread at the same time, and two onions besides, and three 
olives.'" But now, like people carrying clay, they seek to get 
three obols, whenever they transact any public business. 

BlepyrUs. {coming out of his house attired in his wife's 

' The chorus addresses the leaders amongst the women by the 
names oimen. Charitimides was commander of the Athenian navy. 
For Draces, see Lys. 254. 

^ See Liddell's Lex. in voc. <rw/i/3oXov, 3. 

^ The exhortative use of oirag is not confined to the secmid person. 
See vs. 300. Vesp. 1250. Nub. 882, 888. Ran. 8. Lys. 290. Pax, 
562. Hermann, Vig. n. 255, and other examples ap. Kriiger, Gr. 
Gr. § 54, 8, obs. 7. 

• ^tXag — ^iXovQ. 

' They contrast the present eagerness to attend the Assemblies, 
now that the pay is three obols, with the unconcernedness of formei 
times, when they only received one obol. Tlien they used to prefer 
to sit at home chattering, rather than attend the Assemblies. 
" Die sonst, wo der Lohn gering, 
Wo, wer zur Ekklesie ging, 
Nur einen Obol empfing, 
Heim sassen und scnwatzten 
Gekranzet in Zierlichkeit." Droyaen. 
' Strattis ap. Athen. xv. p. 685, B., 

XovaaitivoiSk irpo Xafiirpde 
Tifiepag kv roTg ffrsfavwiiaaiv. 
See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 209. 

' A general in the times of Pericles, — not Archon, as Bruce* 
makes him. See Thuc. i. 105, 108 ; iv. 95. 

• " Staatesdienst zu brauchen als Geldverdienst." Droytm 

• See note on Plut. 982. 
"• See notp on Pa i a** 
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petticoat and shoes). What's the matter? Whither in the 
world is my wife gone ? for it is now near ' morning, and she 
does not appear. I have been lying this long while wanting 
to ease myself, seeking to find my shoes and my garment 
in the dark. And when now,* on groping after it, I was not 
able to find it, but he, Sir-reverence, now coptinued to knock 
at the door,* I take this kerchief of my wife's, and I trail 
along her Persian slippers. But where, where could one ease 
himself in an unfrequented'' place? or is every place a good 
place* by night? for now no one will see me easing myself. 
Ah me, miserable ! because I married a wife, being an old 
man.^ How many stripes I deserve to get ! For she never 
went out to do any good. But nevertheless 1 must certainly 
go aside to ease myself. 

A NEIGHBOUR (coming forward). Who is it ? Surely it 
is not Blepyrus' my neighbour? Yes, by Jove ! 'tis he him- 
self assuredly. \_Goes up to him.'\ Tell me, what means this 
yellow* colour? Cinesias has not, I suppose, befouled you 
somehow ? 

Blep. No ; but I have come out with my wife's little 
saffron-coloured robe^ on, which' she is accustomed to put on. 

Neigh. But where is your garment ? 

Blep. I can't tell. For when I looked for it, I did not 
find it in the bed-clothes. 

Neigh. Then did you not even bid'" your wife tell you ? 

■ Cf. vs. 20. 

' Cf. vs. 195, supra. Lys. 523. Vesp. 121. Porson, Append. 
Tonp. iv. p. 481. For ^riXapwv, compare Pax, 691. 
' A Greek euphemism for TrpwKTos. 

* " iv Ka9aptf, in a place free from people. Hor. Epist. ii. 271, 
' Purae sunt plateae, nihil ut meditantibus obstet.' Cf. Apoll. R. iii. 
1201." BrwMik. 

' Cf. Thesm. 292. " It is the same as if he had said koKov tan." 
Kuster. 

« Cf. Thesm. 412, 413. 

' Terence, Andrian, iv. 5, 6, " Quem video? estne hie Crito 
sobrinus Chrysidis? is est." Eun. iii. 4, 7, " Sed quisnam a Thaide 
exit? is est, annon est? ipsus est." 

• "There is an allusion to the nvppixri of Cinesias ; for which see 
Kan. 153, and because the same person KorartriXjjM riiv 'EKaraiuv, 
(Ran. 366)." Bergler. 

' Plaut. Epid. ii. 2, 47, " caltulam aut crocotulam." Cf. Virji 
W,n. ix. 614. 
"> See note on Equit. 1017. 
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Blep. No, by Jove ! for she does not happen to be within , 
but has slipped out' from the house without my knowledge. 
For which reason ^ also I fear lest she be doing some mis- 
chief.^ 

Neigh. By Neptune, then you've suiFered exactly the same 
as I:* for she I live with, is gone with the garment I used 
to wear. And this is not the only thing ^ which troubles me ; 
but she has also taken my shoes. Therefore I was not able 
to find them any where. 

Blep. By Bacchus, neither could I my Laconian shoes! 
but as I wanted to ease myself, I put my feet into my wife's 
buskins and am hastening, in order that I might'' not do it in 
the blanket, for it was clean-washed.' 

Nei&h. What then can it be? Has some woman amoi>g 
her friends invited her to breakfast ? 

Blep. In my * opinion it is so. She's certainly not an ill 
body, as far ^ as I know. 

Neigh. Come, you are as long about it as the rope of a 
draw-well.'" It is time for me to go to the Assembly, if I 
find my garment, the only one I had." 

- Hesychius : iKTpvTrrjaai' i^t\9elv \i\i]66rwg. 

' 0= Sl 0. See Porson and Pflugk on Hec. 13. 

' Eurip. Med. 37, BiSoiKa S" avrriv, fir) ri ^ovXtiay vkov. " viov is 
often used in the same sense as kclkov. So Eur. Bacch. 360." Brunek. 
See Monk, Hipp. 860. 

* Eur. Cycl. 634, rairbv wnrovSare ap' Efjot. Bacch. 189, ravra 
fioi TraaxnQ apa. Ion, 330, irknovOB ay firirpi ravr aXKri -/vvi). Epi- 
crates (ap. Athen. p. 570, B.), iriirovOkvai Si ravra fioi SoKti rule 
acToXe. Add Plato, Polit. v. p. 468, D. 

* " I wish that were all." Droi/sen, Cf. Eur. Hippol. 804. "/toj/ov 
is understood, of which there is a frequent ellipse. In vs. 358, we 
have the full form." Brunek. See Monk, Hippol. 359. Loheck, 
Ajax, 747. 

* For similar examples of what Brunek thinks is a solecism, see 
note on Ran. 24. In the present case, no other construction would 
be correct. To change iyxiaaini into a subjunctive, would make 
the danger still future to him ; whereas that particular danger wai 
over as soon as he left his bed. As he is still hastening, 'ie/tai, the 
leading of almost all the MSS. and editions has been very propeily 
fjfained by Dindorf. 

' Cf Acharn. 845. 

' Cf. Pax, 232. Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 32, 25. Bernhardy, W. S 
p 131. 
' See notes on Thesm. 34. Nub. 1262. 
' " At tufunem cocas." Brunei. " Coinp. Plut. S£ 
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Blep. And I too, as soon as I shall have Paseil myself. 
But now a wild pear has shut up ' my hinder end. 

Neigh. Is it the wild pear which Thrasybulus '^ spoke of to 
the Spartans ? \_Exit.'] 

Blep. By Bacchus, at any rate it clings very tight to me 
But what shall I do ? for not even is this the only thing 
which troubles me ; but to know ' where the dung will go to 
in future, when I eat. For now this Achradusian,^ whoever 
in the world he is, has bolted the door. Who then will go 
for a doctor for me ? and which one ? Which of the breech- 
professors* is clever in his art? Does Amynon'' know it ? 
But perhaps he will deny it. Let some one summon Antis- 
thenes^ by all means. For this man, so far as groans' arf 
concerned, knows what a breech wanting to ease itself means, 
O mistress Ilithyia,^ do not suffer me to be burst or '" shut up ! 
lest I become a comic night-stool." \_Enter Chr ernes. '\ 

' Soph. Antig. 180, yXuaaav lyxXiiaac tx"- Cf. Kriiger, Gr. Or. ^ 
5Qt 3, obs. 6. *' i-Trkxit 5c r^v yaarsga rj dxpaff." Sdwliast. 
2 " Was it of that same sort which gave the quinzy 
To Thrasybulus once?" Smith. 
He had undertaken to speak against the Spartans, who had come 
with proposals for peace, (e. u. 393,) but afterwards excused him- 
self, pretending to be labouring under a quinzy, brought on by eat- 
ing wild pears. The Athenians suspected him of having been 
bribed by the Spartans. For a similar anecdote of Demosthenes, 
see Aul. Gell. xi. 9. 

" For similar examples, see note on Nub. 1392. 

* Of the deme oi Achraa (axpdg, vs. 355). For these comic demi, 
see note on Vesp. 151. " The ordo is : viv iiiv yap oiiToc !> 'Ax-, o<Tri£ 
iroT lar' avOp.^Pefi.T.^ipav." £runcl>. ForSiipaj', see note on vs. 316. 

' " Read tUv xari trpuKTov, like Plato's SilddKaXoe tuiv icard 
uovciKr}v." Beniley. 

° " Amynon, of course, is no physician, but an orator, who pos- 
sessed a sufficient knowledge of the profession alluded to to qualify 
him, according to vs. 112, for state-affairs." Droysen. Cf. Nub. 1094. 

' Thesm. 65, 'AydOuivd fioi Slip' iicKaXeaov iraay rixvi}. " Antis- 
thenes, a miser, suffered ft-om costiveness." Voss. See Quart. Rev. 
No. xiv. p. 453. 

' " In artvayiiaTiav, there is a comic allusion to to artvov row 
vpiiiKTov." Totiip. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 233. 

' Terence, Andr. iii. 1, 15, " Juno Lucina fer opem, obsecro." 
" Aristophanes burlesques the language of tragedy, as Reisig hai 
rightly observed." Dindorf. Cf. Pax, JO. 

>» " ^r^Sk does not belong to /3e/3., but to jrtmWijc'and, as the gram- 
marians say, imb KOiVov." Faber. Had it referred to /St/SaXaiai/ilvoi' 
we should have had />qrc. 

" " Dass Ich nicht ein Nachtstuhl werde fiiv die Kcmcidie. " Droyi 



636 THE ECCLESIAZUS^. 372-393. 

Chbem. Hollo you ! what are you doing ? T ou are not 
easing yourself, I suppose ? 

Blep. I ? Certainly not any longer, by Jove ; but am 
rising up. 

Chrem. Have you your wife's smock on ? ' 

Blep. Yes, for in the dark I chanced to find this iii the 
house. But whence have you come, pray ? 

Chkem. From the Assembly. 

Blep. Why, is it dismissed already ? 

Chrem. Nay, rather, by Jove, at dawn. And indeed the 
vermilion,' O dearest Jove ! which they threw about on all 
sides, afforded much laughter. 

Blep. Then did you get your three obols ? 

Chrem. Would' I had ! But now I came too late ; so that 
I am ashamed * ***•*• * By Jove, / have 
brought nothing else but my pouch.* 

Blep. But what was the reason ? 

Chrem. A very great crowd of men, as never at any time * 

came all at once to the Pynx. And indeed, when we saw 

them, we compared them all to shoe-makers : for ^ the Assem- 

~bly was marvellously' filled with white* to look at. So that 

neither I myself nor many others got any thing. 

Blep. Shouldn't I then get any thing, if I went now ? 

Chrem. By no'' means: not even, by Jove, if you went 
then, when the cock '" crowed the second time. 

Blep. Ah me, wretched ! " O Antilochus," loudly bewail 
me who live, more than the three obols :" for I'^ am undone. 

' " The common reading is correct : Chremes asks this with as- 
tonishment." Dindorf. 
' See Acharn. vs. 22. ' See note on Nub. 41. 

* " I came too late, and to my shame have brought 
My wallet back as empty as I went." Smith. 
Cf. Vesp. 315. Dindorf s edition here exhibits marks of a lacuna. 
' See Dawes, M. C. p. 364. Pierson on Herodian, p. 461. 

• See note on Nub. 232. 

' See note on Lys. 198. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs. 12. 

' On account of the fair complexions of the women who com- 
posed the greater part of the Assembly. Hence the comparison 
10. vs. 385. For this use of the infinitive, see note on Plut. 489. 

• See note on Ran. 1456. '° Cf. vs. 30, supra. 

" A parody on the following lines of the Myrmidons of .SscbyluSj 

'XvriXox' airoifua^ov fie tov T€0vriie.6Tog 

Tov l^UvTa /laXXov. 
" See note on Thesm. 105. 
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But what was the cause, that so vast a crowd was assembled 
80 early ? ' 

Chreu. What else, but that the Prytanes determined to 
bring forward- a motion concerning the safety of the state ? 
And then forthwith the blear-eyed Neoclides first crept for- 
ward.* And then you can't think "• how the people bawled 
out, "Is it not shameful,* that this fellow should dare to 
liarangue the people, and that too when the question is '' con- 
cerning safety, who did not save his ' own eye-lashes ? " And 
he cried aloud and looked around and said, " What ' then 
ought I to have done ?" 

Blep. If I had happened to be present, I would have said, 
"Pound together garlic with fig-juice and put in Laconian* 
spurge, and anoint your eye-Uds with it at night." 

Chrem. After him the very clever Evaeon '" came forward, 
naked, as appeared to most, — he himself, however, said he had 
on^' a tunic, — and then delivered a most democratic speech. 
" You see me, myself also, in want '^ of safety of the value of 
four staters. Yet, nevertheless, I will tell you how you shall 

' Cf. Vesp. 242. / Cf. Vesp. 174. 

' A comic substitute for napyn. * See note on Ran. 54. 

* Cf. Vesp. 417. • See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 4, obs. 3. 

' " Der selbst nicht seine Wimpern heilen kann." Droyaen. 
Bergler compares ^schin. t. Timarch. p. 55, ed. Reiske. 

' Eur. Orest. 550, ri xpn" fii cpaaat ; 

' Eubulus ap. Athen. ii. p. 66, 

KVKKOV XajSowffa kvlSwv, if Tov mnkpto^j 
Tpiij/aa' ofiov afivpvy cLd-naTTs t^v oSov. 
See note on Pax, 1154, and Bernhardy, \V. S. p. 144. 

'" "Evaeon is otherwise unknown." Droysen. 

" " T. Faber translates it, ' Ipse enim negabat se pallium habeie. 
Whence it is evident he read fikv-' ov 'ipaaKiv, as it is cited by Dawes, 
M. C. p. 214. But if the poet had meant this, he would have said 
wK ifaaKfv. For an initial vowel is nevi;r elided by a preceding ov. 
In the next place, that reading makes no sense. Therefore wc 
must read /ievTot '^aaxiv. Accessit nudua, ut pleriaque videbatw, giiam- 
vis ipse contrarinm affirmaret." Porson. This crasis, however, as 
Ileisig (Synt. Crit. p. 26) and Dindorf (ad loc.) remark, is more 
correctly written luvrov^aaiciv. So fiovxpv^v, i. e. ;iOi ixptiaiv 
Vesp. 159. Cf. vs. 1029. Ran. 1180, 1399. Pax, 334. Thesm. 624. 
Proagon, Frag. v. Elmsley, Proef. Rex, p. viii. ad Acharn. 611, 
Mus. Crit. i. p. 485. Class. Journ. No. iii. p. 508. Monthly Review. 
Sept. 1789, p. 249, Febr. 1796, p. 131. Kruger, Gr. Gr. Second Part, 
i 14, 6, obs. 4 (p. 28). 

I' Eur. Heracl. H. aiiiut toS', airAf Stoiuvot vuTripiat. 
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save the state and the citizens. For if the fullers furnish 
cloaks to those iu want, as soon as ever the sun turns,' a 
pleurisy would never seize any of us. And as many as have 
no bed or bed-clothes, let them go^ to the tanners' to sleep 
after they have been washed. But if he^ shut them out with 
the door when it is winter, let him have to pay three goat- 
skins." 

Blep. By Bacchus, an excellent plan ! But if he had added 
that, no one would have voted against it, — that the meal- 
hucksters should'' furnish three choenixes as* supper to all 
those in want, or suffer smartly for it ; that they might have 
dei-ived'' this benefit from Nausieydes. 

Chrem. After this then a handsome, fair-faced youth,' like 
to Nicias,* jumped up to harangue the people, and essayed to 
speak, to the intent that we ought to commit the state to the 
women. And then the mob of shoemakers cheered and cried 
out, that he spoke ^ well: but those from the country grum- 
bled loudly. 

Blep. For, by Jove, they had sense. 

Chrem. But they were the weaker '" party ; while he per- 

' "To be understood of the winter solstice." Kuster. "Of the 
autumnal solstice." Bergler. "Read rpavy. The Greeks say ijXioc 
rpETTtrai, not TpeTTH." Faber. For the construction, cf. Lys. 696. 

^ See note on Ran. 169. 

' See note on Ran. 1075. Cf. Lys. 775. 

* See notes on Thesm. 1063, 520. Nub. 380. 
'■ See note on Plut. 314. 

' 'iva in this construction denotes that the proposition is not, or 
has not been realized, because the principal clause contains some- 
thing merely desiderated. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 8, obs. 8. 
Harper's "Powers of the Greek Tenses," p. 114. Bernhardy, W. 
S. p. 376. Hermann, Vig. n. 244, 350. Elmsl. Soph. Rex, 1389. 
Monk, Hippol. 643. Dorville, Char. p. 225. Dawes, M. C. p. 423. 
Bekker's Anecd. i. p. 149, 9. " Nausieydes was a rich meal-huckster 
at Athens, mentioned also by Xenophon Mem. '/, 16." Droysen. 
See note on Thesm. 1008. 

The speaker, of course, was Blepyrus' wife Praxagora. ■ 

" " The Nicias here mentioned is a different person from the cele- 
brated leader of the Sicilian expedition : his nephew, probably, as 
I'aulmier thinks." Brunck. 

• Cf. Xenoph. Anab. v. 1, 3. The optative is used to denote the 
opinion of the aKVTOToiuKov irXfiQoQ, not that of the narrator or author 

" " Sie waren aber die Minderzahl, indesa er laut 

Fortfuhr." Proj/mn- 
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severed in his clamour, saying much good of the women, but 
much' ill of" you. 

Blep. Why, what did he say ? 

Chrem. First lie said you were 'a knuvc. 

Blep. And of you ? 

Chrem. Don't ask this yet And then a tliief. 

Blep. I only ? 

Chrem. And, by Jove, an informer too. 

Blep. I only ? 

Chrem. And, by Jove, the greater part of these here. 
[^Points to the audience.^ 

Blep, Who denies this ? ^ 

Chrem. A woman, on the other hand, he said was a clever 
and money-getting thing ; and he said they did not constantly 
divulge the secrets of the Thesmophoria, while you and I al- 
ways did so when we were senators. 

Blep. And, by Mercury, in this he did not lie ! 

Chrem. Then he said they lent to* each other garments, 
gold, silver, drinking-cups,'* all alone,^ not in the presence of 
witnesses : and that they returned all these, and did not keep 
them back ;'■ while most of us, he said, did so. 

Blep. Yes, by Neptune, in the presence of witnesses ! 

Chrem. That they did not act the informer, did not bring 
actions, nor put down the democracy ; but he praised the 
women for many good qualities, and for very many other 
reasons. 

Blep. What then was decreed ? 

Chreji. To commit the state to them. For' this plan 
alone appeared not to have been tried as yet in the state. 

Blep. And has it been decreed ? 

Chreji. Certainly. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 3. 

' " Wer bestreitet das 1 " Droysen. 

' The more usual construction would be d\X)(Xni(;. 

* See Monthly Review, 1796, vol. xix. p. 125 

» Cf. Soph. Ajax, 467. Eur. Med. 513. So 0106(1/ oloc, Horn. 1) 
»ii. 39, 

• Cf. Nub. 1464. 

" For 'mong the many changes which our city 

Has oft experienced, this alone, it seems, 

Remained untried." Smith. 

" E« sehien, dass diess allein noch nicht zu Athen versucht sei 
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Blbp. And hare all matters been committed to them, which 
used to be a care to the citizens ? 

Cheem. So it is. 

Blep. Then shall I not go to Court, but my wife ? 

Chrem. No, nor any longer shall you rear the children you 
have, but your wife. 

Blep. Nor any longer is it my business to groan ' at day- 
break ; 

Chrem. No ; by Jove ! but this now is the women's care ; 
while you shall remain at home without groans. 

Blep. That thing is alarming for such as^ us ; lest, when 
they have received the government* of the state, they then 
compel us by force 

Chrem. What to do ? 

Blep. to lie with them. 

Chrem. But what if we be not able? 

Blep. They will not give us our breakfast. 

Chrem. Do you, by Jove, manage this, that you may 
breakfast and amuse yourself at the same time. 

Blep. Compulsion is most dreadful.'' 

Chrem. But if this shall be profitable for the state, every 
man ought to do so. Certainly indeed^ there is a saying of 
our elders,® " Whatever senseless or silly measures we deter- 
mine on, that they all turn ' out for our advantage." And 

' " Audi nicht den Tag angahn' Ich kiinftig auf der Pnyx? " 

Droyaen. 
" No more then need I sigh for break of day 
When the court meets ! " Smith. 
See notes on Aves, 161, 1308. 

' " Fiir Leute unsers Alters." Droysen. See Kriigcr, Gr. (Jr. ^ SI, 
10, obs. 7. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 300. 
' Cf. Equit. 1109. 

* " Aye, but compulsion's odious." Smith. 
' See Hermann, Vig. n. 297. 

• "Auch giebt 's ein Sprichwort aus den alten Zeiten her: 
Was unverstandlich wir beschliessen und verkehrt, 

Das wird zu unserm Besten doch zuletzt gedeihn." Droyien. 
Nub. 587, paai y&p SvapovXiav 

TySc TJ iroKa irpoaiivai, ravra fxivTOi, roiiQ Btovq, 
iiTT av viiCig ii,anapTi]T' , iizi ro jSiXnov rpkviiv. 
Eupolis ap. Athen. x. p. 423, 

w rroXig, "KoKiQ, 
b>g tliTVxrie (i /laWov, j) koKCis ijipovtlg. 
' Nub. 594, ivi TO fSiXTtov to irpay/ia ry n'dXti avvoiaiTai. Cf. Nukk 
*»0 Bernhardy, W. S., p. 252. 
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may they turn out so, O mistress Pallas and ye gods ! But I 
will depart: and I'ai-e-you-well ! [Exit Chremes.'] 

Blep. And you too farewell, O Chremes ! [ Goes into his 
house.^ 

Chorus of Women. Advance, proceed ! Is there any of 
the men that is following us ? Turn about ! look ! guard 
yourself carefully, — for knaves are numerous, — lest perchance 
some one being behind us, should espy' our dress. But step 
along, stamping ^ with your feet as much as possible. This 
affair would bring disgrace upon us all among ^ the men, if* it 
were discovered. Wherefore gird yourself up, and look about-'' 
in that direction and on the right, lest the affair shall be- 
come a mishap.^ Come, let us hasten ! for we are now near 
the place, whence we set out to the Assembly, when we went" 
there : and we may see the house, whence is our general, who 
devised the measure which has now been decreed by the citi- 
zens. Wherefore it is fitting that we do not loiter waiting 
longer, equipped with beards, lest some one shall see us, 
and perhaps^ denounce us. But come hither to the shade,^ 
having come to the wall,'" glancing aside with one eye," change 
your dress again as you were before, and do not loiter: for. 

' " Erspahe." Droysen. " Hahitum nostrum observet." Brunch. 

' Cf. vs. 545, infra. The interchange of genders (aavrriv, vs. 481. 
iirucTvTTuiv, vs. 483. iripiaKOTToviiivri, vs. 487) is at least remarkable. 
" Saepe chorus mulierum de se in genere masculino loquitur." 
Reiske. Cf. vs. 589, infra. Lys. 1301. Eur. Hippol. 1107, ed. Monk. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 429. Dawes, M. C. p. 572. Hermann, Vig. n. 
50. Dorville, Char. p. 292. Mus. Crit. i. p. 334 ; ii. p. 296. 

' " Denn wUrden wir noch jetzt entdeckt, 

So bracht' es ewig Schimpf uud Scnand beim Mannervolk uns 
alien. Droyten. 

It is wrongly translated in Brunck's version. 

* A participle is often the representative of an hypotlietical clause. 
See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. m cited in the note on Ran. 96. 

> Cf. Aves, 1196, 424. Thesm. 666. 

• " Ne hcec ret infortunio nobis sit." Srunck. See Bernhardy, W. 
S. p. 402, and cf. vs. 495 

' See Kruger, Or. Gr. § 38, 3, obs. 1. 

" In Brunck's edition law KaTairry. " The comic writers never 
use «e before a vowel, or iau}." Dindorf. For this remarkable in- 
terchange, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 402. 

• " So retire we one and all, 

Within the friendly shade of yon projecting wall." Smith. 
•• See Liddell's Lex. in voc. ruxlov. " Cf. Veip. 497 

a T 
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see here ! now we behold our general coining hcva the As- 
sembly. Come, hasten every one, and hate to have a beard ' 
on your jaws. For see ! they have come with this dress on 
this long while. [^JEnter Praxagora and other women from 
the. Assembly, no longer disguised as men.'] 

Prax. {addressing the chorus). These measures, O women, 
which we deliberated on, have turned out successfully. But 
throw off your cloaks as soon as possible, before any of the 
men see you ! let the men's shoes go far away ! undo ^ the 
fastened Laconian shoe-strings ! throw away your staffs ! 
And do you now \to a female servant'] put them in order. I 
wish to creep in secretly, before' my husband sees me, and 
deposit his garment again whence I took it, anf'! the other 
things which I brought out. 

Cho. Now all the things you spoke of are lying in order 
It is your business to instruct us in the rest, by doing what 
useful thing we shall seem rightly to obey you. For I know 
I have conversed with no woman cleverer than you. 

Pkax. Wait then, in order that I may use you* all as 
advisers in the office to which I have been just now elected. 
For there, in the uproar and danger, you have been most 
courageous. 

Blep. {suddenly coming out of his house). Ho you ! whence 
have you come, Praxagora ? 

Prax. What's that to you,"" my dear ? 

Blep. " What's that to me ? " How foolishly you ask. 

Prax. You certainly will not say, from a paramour. 

Blep. Perhaps not from one.^ 

Prax. Well now you can put this to the test. 

Blep. How? 

Prax. If my head smells of perfume.' 

' Hence the epithet o-aiceiT^dpoc applied to Epicrates, by Plato the 
comic writer. See note on vs. 71. So the philosophers are called 
aaKKoyivfiorpoipoi ap. Athen. iv. p. 162. 

^ See note on Ran. 1075. 

' " Instead of any of the other moods the infinitive [with Trpii/] is 
also admissible." Harper. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § S-t, 17, obs. 6 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 400. Mus. Crit. ii. p. 13. 

* In some MSS. XP'?™)"'". See note on Lys. 12*3. Cf, P'^isou 
Opusc. p. xciii. Praef. Hec. p. lix. 

» See Kruger, Gr. Gr. ? 48, 3, 8. 

* " From <«>o, belike, not OKe." Smith. 

' For this construction , see note on Pax, 620. 
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Blep, How then ? does not a woman intrigue even without 
perfume ? 

Prax. I, unhappy, certainly not.' 

Bi.EP. Why^ then did you go off at day-break in silence, 
with my garment ? 

Prax. A woman my companion and friend sent for me in 
the night, being in the pains of labour.* 

Blep. And then was it not possible for you to go when 
you had told me ? 

Prax. And not to care for the woman in child-bed,^ being 
in such a condition, husband ? 

Blep. Yes, if you had told me. But there is some mischief 
in this. 

Prax. Nay, by the two goddesses ! but I went just as I 
was ; for she who came in quest of ^ me, begged me to set out 
by all means. 

Blep. Then ought you not to have worn your own'' gar- 
ment ? But after you had stripped me, and thrown your upper 
garment over me, you went off and left me as if I were laid 
out' for burial ; only that you did not crown' me, nor yet 
place a vase ° beside me. 

Prax. For it was cold ; while I am thin and weak. So 
then I put it on, in order that I might be warm. '" But I left 
you lying in the warmth, and in the bed-clothes, husband. 

' "Such is the rule with me," Smith. "Ich wenigstens nic' 
Droyaen. 
'' " Warum denn gingst du lieute friih 

In aller Stille fortund nahmst mir den Mantel mit?" Droysen. 
' Alciphron I. Epist. 28, uSivovaa /it apriuie qKiiv ws iavrriv ii tov 

' See Liddell Lex. in voc. Xexii- 

* Imperfect of /it^riKui. Cf. Equit. 937. Brunck has translated it 
»s if his reading had been litTirifi^aTo. 

' " Blepyrus had come upon the stage in his wife's dress." Brunck. 

' Cf. Aves, 47'1-. See note on Plut. 69. 

' " It was cuitomary to crown the dead. Cf. Meurs. ad Lycoph. 
799." Kuster. 

' The so-called lachrymatory. Cf. vs. 996, 1032, 1111, infra. 
" Es fehlte nichts 
Als dass du 'nen Kranz und ein Thranenflaschen daneben stellst." 

" " eipiiaivoiiiriv." Suidaa. Cf. Bekk. Aneedot. i. p. 14, 24; 381, 25. 
Mut. Crit. ii. p. 36. 

» t » 
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Bi>EP. But with what view ' went my Laconian shoes and 
my staff along with you ? 

Prax. I changed shoes with you, in order that I might 
keep the garment safe,^ imitating you, and stamping with my 
feet, and striking the stones with the staff. 

Blep. Do you know then that you have lost a sextary' of 
wheat, which I ought to have received from the Assembly ? 

Pkax. Don't be concerned ; for she has borne a male child. 

Blep. The Assembly ? 

Prax. No, ^y Jove ! but the woman I went to. But has 
it been held ?* 

Blep. Yes, by Jove ! Did you not know that I told you 
yesterday ? 

Prax. I just now recollect it. 

Blep. Then don't you know what has been decreed ? 

Prax. No, by Jove ! not I. 

Blep. Then sit down and chew cuttle-fish ;* for they say 
the state has been committed to you. 

Prax. What to do ? to weave ? 

Blep. No, by Jove ! but to rule. 

Prax. What? 

Blep. The affairs of the state, every one. 

Prax. By Venus, the state ^ will be happy henceforth! 

Blep. On what account ? 

Prax. For many reasons. For no longer will it be per- 
mitted for the audacious to act shamefully towards it hence- 
forth, and no where to give evidence, nor to act the in- 
former 

Blep. By the gods, by no means do this, nor take away' 
my livelihood. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Qr. § .51, 17, obs. 8, § 62, 3, obs. 9, and Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 240. 

' She imitated her husband's gait and dress, in order that she 
might not be robbed by the XonroSvTai. ' Cf. note on Nub. 645. 

* " War heut' denn Ekklesie?" Droysen. 

' " The sense is : sede et in posterum laute et beate vivito; tibi enim 
magnum imperium paratum video." Faber. To eat cuttle-fish was sy- 
nonymous with enjoying the highest felicity ; hence Suidas trans- 
lates it by rpt/0ai'. See Athen. viii. p. 324, C. 

' In Brunck's edition y' ap'. " Very wrongly. See Hermann, 
Orphic, p. 216. Lobeck, Ajax, p. 302." Dindorf. For to \onriv, 
»e« note on Thesm. 539. 

Soph. Phil. 933, irpof BiHv aaroifotv '■iiv 3iov uc uti^iXcc 
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Cho. My good sir,' suffer your wife to speak. 

Prax. nor to steal clothes, nor to envy one's neigh 

Iwurs, nor to be naked, nor that any one be poor,' nor to rail 
at one another, nor to seize as a p'edge^ and carry off. 

Cho. By Neptune, grand promises, if she shall not prove 
false. 

Prax. But I will* demonstrate this, so that you shall bear 
me witness, and this man himself not gainsay me at all.^ 

Cho. Now it behoves you to rouse a prudent mind and 
deep thought friendly to the commons, who know how to de- 
fend your friends. For your inventiveness of mind comes for 
the public prosperity, delighting the commons'* with innumei-- 
able aids' for life, showing what it is able to effect. It is 
time : * for our state has need of some clever contrivance. 
Come, do you only accomplish ^ what has never been done nor 
mentioned before as yet. For they hate, if they see the old 
things often. Come, you ought not to delay, but now to be- 
gin '* your plans ; for quickness enjoys the greatest share" of 
favour with the spectators. 

Prax. Well now, I am confident that I shall teach what is 

' Cf. note on Ran. 1227. 

^ Cf. Shakspeare, Henry VI. part ii. act iv. sc. 2. 
' " No defamation, no distraint for debt." Smith. 
" Kein Zank der Partheien, kein Verhaft fiir fallige Schuld." 

Droyaen. 
Cf. vs. 755. infra. Nub. 35, 241. 

* " So klar beweis' Ich 's, dass du zeugen wirst fiir mich, 
Und meinem Mann selbst nichts zu erwiedern raoglich ist." 

Droysen. 
' Cf. Nub. 1343, and for the interchange of /«oi and liiol, cf. 

• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 1, obs. 1. 

' " For this form Reisig cites Etymol. M. 462, 20. Alpheus, Epigr. 
ii. Vs. 6." Dindorf. 

' " Denn Zeit ist 's.'' Droysen. 

» Cf. Ran. 1170, 1383. Plut. 648. Plato, Protag. p. 354, B. Sliilleto 
on Demosth. Fals. Leg. § 272. 

'» " Read oXXd iriTiaQai. See Lys. 55." Bentley. But see Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 95. 

" " irXtiarajv, Toup on Suidas, iii. p. 228, but needlessly. Thucyd. 
i. 84, aiSitQ aiaippoavvrit ttXi'kttov fitTk\H. Ran. 335, xapirtov irXei(Tr»t 
ixovaav iiipog. Which sufficiently confirm the common reading, 
jiepoff is understood." Poraon. Cf. Plut. 226. Xenoph. Cyrop. vii, 
S, 28. Person, Append. Toup, iv. p. 477. Schafer on Bos Ell. p 
179 »«?. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. f 47, IS »bi. 1. 



64fi THE ECCLESIAZUS^. 5S4— 594 

useful. But this is the thing I am most apprehensive about, 
whether the spectators ' will be willing to make innovations, 
and not rather abide by the very- customary and ancient usages 

Blep. Now about making innovations,^ don't be alarmed ; 
for to do this and to neglect what is ancient, is with us equi- 
valent to another constitution. 

Peax. Now let none of you reply ^ or interrupt me, before 
he understands the plan and has heard the speaker.* For I 
will declare that all ought to enjoy all things in common, and 
live upon^ the same property ; and not for one to be rich, and 
another miserably poor ; nor one to cultivate much land, and 
another to have not even enough to be buried in ;•• nor one 
to have' many slaves, and another not even a footman. But 
I will make one common subsistence for all, and that* too 
equal. 

' Xenoph. Anab. ii. 4, 7, tyi /*'" ovv tov ^aaCKka, eiTrtp 7rpo9u/if trai 
r^fiaQ aTTOAgffae, ovk oZSa o tl Set airbv biioGai. Aves, 1269, Shvov yt 
TOV KripvKa TOV napa Tovg fipoTove oixofiivov, ti jiTtikiroTt voaTr)<!U 
iraXiv. Soph. Rex, 246, KaTtvxo/iai Si tov SiSpatcoTa, eiTS ng els w" 
\k\rj9ev, tiTt irKtiovbiV fitra, KaKov KaKutg viv d^oipov eKTpiipai (iiov- Cf. 
Horn. Od. n. 78; A. 652; A. 275. Soph. Electr. 1364. Trach. 287. 
Kriiger's note on Thuc. ii. 62, init. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 132. Per- 
son Prsef. Hec. p. vii. In the present passage, Toig SiaTag depends 
on BkSoiKa, and the construction is an example of " Anticipation." 
See examples cited in the note on Nub. 1148, and on vs. 1126, infra. 
For d after verbs of fearing, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 65, 1, obj 9. 

' " Um den Fortschritt sei nicht weiter besorgt ; denn es herrscht 
Fortschveiten und Neuern ' 

Und Verachten des Althevkbmmlichen hier als wahrer und 
einziger Herrscher." Droysen. 
Cf. Acts, xvii. 21. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 231. In this construction 
liiv always stands between the preposition and the article. See 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § SO, 1, obs. 13. Cf. note on vs. 625, infra. 

' Acharn. 221, fii) yap iyxo-vy irorl. Plato, Legg. ix. p. 861, E., u^ 
TIC olriTai. Symp. p. 213, E., fir] fiot liinipriTtti. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
§ 54, 2, obs. 2. Elmsley, Soph. Rex, Praef. p. xxxviii. and vss. 903, 
♦9. Edinburgh Rev. No. xxxviii. p. 488. Person, Crest. 776. Monk, 
Hippol. vs. 893. Hermann, Greg. Cor. p. 867. Vig. n. 267. Neue 
on Soph. Rex, 49. 

* " Praxagora is delivering a general remark how people ought to 
listen to the speaker, therefore uses the masculine gender." Bcrgler. 

' "Vora Gemeingut jeglicher leben." Droysen. 

• "Cf. Plut. 556. .-Esohin. p. 14, 13, ed. Steph. Demosth. Mid. 
p 649, 12, ed. Reiske." Porson. 

' X^'^"') 'ike utor in Latin, often = habeo. 

' Instead of Kai raSra, afid that too, the Greeks often use tai oi'rni, 
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Blep. How then will it be common to all ? 

Pkax. You shall eat dung before me.' 

Blep. And shall we have a community of dung ? 

Peax. No, by Jove! but you were the first to interrupt' 
me. For I was going to say this : I will first of all niake the 
land common to* all, and the silver, and the other things, aa 
many as each has. Then we will maintain you out of these, 
being common, husbanding, and sparing, and giving our 
.attention to it. 

Blep. How then if any of us do not possess land, but silver 
and Darics,'' personal^ property ? 

Prax. He shall pay it in"" for the public use ; and if he 
do not pay' it in, he shall be forsworn. 

Blep. Why, he acquired it by this ! * 

Prax. But in truth it will be of no use to him at all. 

Blep. On what account, pray ? 

Prax. No one will do any wickedness through poverty : 
for all will be possessed of all things ; loaves, slices of salt 
tish, barley cakes^ cloaks, wine, chaplets, chick-pease. So 
that what advantage will it be not to pay it in ? For do you 
find it out and make it known. 

Blep. Then do not these even now thieve more, who have 
these worldly goods ?^ 

in agreement with it.^ proper noun. See Plut. 546. Pax, 744, 1278. 
Aves, 275. Xenoph. Anab. ii. 5, 21. Herod, i. 147; vi. 11. Donald- 
Bon, N. C. p. 264. Dobree on Plut. 546. 

' " Seemmgly a proverbial expression applied to unseasonable 
interruptions." Brunck. ' Cf. Plut. 1102. 

' For the construction, cf. jEsch. Prom. 1092. Pind. Nem. i. 48. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 172. In vs. 595, supra^ we had the dative. 

• A ffold coin. " See Pollux, iii. 87. Bbckh, Publ. Ec. Athen. 
vol. i. p. 23." Dindorf. For o<7ti<; = " riq, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 
13, obs. 12. 

' See Liddell's Lex. voc. ai^avrii, 4. " See Harpocrat. voc. d^aj/jjc 
oi"T('a." Kuiter. 

• " Der zahlt 's ein zum Gemeinschatze." Droysen, See note on 
Lys. 134. 

' According to Hotibiits (Bothe) = /ii) KaraSriau xai ^cvlopKJicrii, 
which is a singular exposition to come from a Greek scholar ; — as if 
It^ KaraiiiaH = oil Kara^Jiau. See Elmsley, Med. vs. 204. Mu» 
2r\l. ii. p. 597. Neue ad Soph. Antig. 84 ; Aj. 573. 

• i. e. Sii TouTo TO ipivlopKilv. See note on Lys. 13t. 

' "Yet oft thr greatest rogues are those, in wealth who most 
ab( ind." *"»»'* 
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pKAX. Yes ; formerly, my good sir, when we used the for- 
mer laws. But now, — for substance shall be. in common, — 
what' is the advantage of not paying in ? 

Blep. If on seeing a girl any one should desire her and 
wish to lie with her, he vrill be able ^ to make presents by 
taking from these ; but he will enjoy a share of the common 
property by sleeping with her. 

Prax. But he will be permitted to sleep with her for 
nothing ; for I will make* them in common for the men to lie 
with, and for any one that pleases to beget children. 

Blep. How then, if all shall go to the most beautiful of 
them and seek to lie with her ? 

Pkax. The uglier and more flat-nosed women shall sit by 
the side of the beautiful;* and then if any desire her,* he 
shall first lie with the ugly one. 

Blep. Why, how shall our powers not^ fail us old men, 
before we get there where you say, if we have to do with the 
ugly ones Jirst? 

Pkax. They will not fight. 

Blep. What about ? 

Pkax. Be of good courage ! don't fear ! — they will not €ght 

Blep. What about?" 

Prax. About your not sleeping with them.* And such a 
law is provided for you. 

Blep. Your plan^ has some sense ; for it has been provided 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 444. 

' " E^fi (i. e. Swriacrai) iovvai (sc. rg fieipaKi) a^iXaiv, demens, detra- 
heiis, decerpens^ Tovrtitv, ex iis quts ille sihi reservarit, nee in eommu^ie 
deposuerit." Brunck. 

' The construction is somewhat ambiguous. In Brunck's version 
it is rendered, " Namque faciam, utilliB communes cum viris cubent, et 
cuilibet volenti liberos pariant." Similarly Droysen. But this con- 
struction will hardly suit vs. 615. 

* " Formosas, pulchras." Kv^ter. 

^ i. e. Tijc iipaioTarrjg. " Und jemand nach deT Schonen verlangt." 
Droyaen. See note on Ran. 1075. For the omission of ric, see note 
on Aves, 167, and comp. vss. 611, 633, 642, 643, 662, 670, 672. 

• Cf. vs. 640, infra. ' See Porson, Opusc. p. 23. 

' "Those words tov firi (.vytaraBapduv ought to have been traiis- 
1ated more closely • si cum illis non concubueritis ; or, guia cum ulii 
inn eoncumbetis." Brunck. " Sie wehrt dir den Beischlaf nicht." 
Droysen. 

' TO vfierepov, strictly speaking, = vniXg. So to abv = ai, to iui'y 
•» iyti. See note on Tlicsm. IDS. The corresponding clause to -^ 
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that no woman's arms be empty. But what will the men' do? 
For the women will avoid the more ugly ones, and go to the 
handsome.'* 

Prax. But the uglier' men shall watch for the handsomer 
ones as they are departing from dinner, and shall have an eye 
upon them in the public places. And the women shall not 
be permitted to sleep with the handsome men, before they 
gratify* the ugly and the little ones. 

Blep. Then the nose of Lysicrates * will now be as proud 
as that of the handsome men. 

Prax. Yes, by Apollo ! And the plan will be a democratic 
one too, and a great mockery'' of the more dignified and of 
those who wear rings, when a person wearing slippers' sliiiU 

liiv vniTegov is to ?c tuv dvSpwv (vs. 624) =ol dvlpfg. Many similar 
examples will be found ap. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 327. 

' " Jedoch, wie wird es den Mannern ergehen? " Droysen. 

- "Read liri tovq £k." Person. So Brunck and Dindorf. But 
tins is a deflection from the regular rule ; for whenever o /liv or o 
le is construed witli a preposition, the /tiv and li stand between the 
preposition and the governed case of the article. See Kriiger, Gr. 
Gr. § 50, 1, obs. 13. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 198. Hermann, Vig. n. S, 
and note on vs. 586, supra. See, iiowever, Vesp. 94. Lys. 593. Pint. 
559. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 5, obs. 1. A prose writer would have 
said eiri Si rovg. 

' Dindorf s text here differs widely from that of Brunck, both in 
reading and punctuation. 

* Porson, (ap. Gaisford ad Eur. Suppl. p. 206,) Elmsley, (Heracl. 
vs. 959. Med. p. 119,) and Reisig (i. p. 65) alter the reading to 
Trpiv . . . xap'^affflo', on the pretence that Aristophanes never omits 
av in this construction ; which is certainly a curious way of proving 
their rule. They ought to have shown that the omission is contrary 
to the philosophy of the language. " Many of these conjunctions 
are found with the conjunctive also without av, even in classical 
prose, inasmuch as the thought is represented as not at all problem- 
atical. This is more frequently the case with irpii/ and /uxP^ (oJ), 
especially in Thucydides and the poets." Kruger. Cf Bernhardy, 
\V. S. p. 400. Hermann ap. Harper, " Powers of the Greek Tenses," 
p. 131. Jelf, Gr. Gr. § 842, 2. Lys. 1005. Praxagora has no doubt, 
from the provisions of the law, but that the women will do so. For 
this use of x^p'S'ffi"'! see Equit. 517. Ruhnk. Tim. p. 274 

' Cf. vs. 730. Aves, 513. "He seems to have been remarkable 
on the same account as Juvenal's barber of Beneventum, and 
Shakspeare's Bardolph." Smith. For the construction, see note on 
?lut. 368. • Cf Vesp. 575. 

' i. e. an old man. See Plut. 759. " Probably proper names are 
concealed under these words : orav '^ji^avi.^ y tliry np6Tipot." 
Bmtley. Keiske thinks "E/ijSdc may have been the nickname of some 
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say, " Give place first, and then watch when I have finished 
and allow you to play the second part." 

Blep. How then, if we li\ e in this manner, will each be 
able to distinguish his own sons ? 

Prax. But what occasion is there ? for they will consular 
all those who are older than themselves in age to be thdir 
■fathers. 

Blep. Therefore they will rightly and properly throttle 
every old man'- one after another through ignorance; for 
even now, when they know their true father, they throttle 
him. What then ? when he is unknown, how will they not 
then even dung upon him ? 

Pkax. But he who is standing by will not permit it. 
Formerly 2 they had no concern about other people's fathers, 
if any one beat them ; whereas now, if any hear a father 
beaten, being alarmed lest any person should be beating his 
father, he will oppose those * who do this. 

Blep. The rest you say not amiss. But if Epicurus were 
to come to me, or Leucolophas,'' and call me father, this now 
would be terrible to hear. 

Prax. A much more terrible thing, however, than this 
thing is 

Blep. What? 

Prax. If Aristyllus^ were to kiss you, saying you were 
his father. 

Blep. He would suffer for it and howl. 

Prax. And you would smell of mint. But he was born 
Ijefore the decree was made, so there is no fear lest he kiss you. 

Blep. I should indeed have suiFered^ a terrible thing. 
But who is to cultivate the land? 

miiTi of rank, as K69opvoc was of Theramenes. In this state of doubl 
Dindorf has retained the reading of the Ravenna MS. 

' " Mit Fug und mit Recht von den Alten den ersten den hasten." 
\roysen. Cf. Nub. 888. Aves, 1352. 

- " Vordem liess keiner sich's kiimmern, ob ein Andever Pi-Ligcl 
vom Sohne bekam." Dioysen. 

^ TvwTy . . ToXg Spdaiv. For this transition from the singular to 
the plural, see note on vs. 688, infra. 

' " Epicurus and Leucolophas are otherwise unknown." Dioysen. 

' See Plut. 314. He bore the same character as Aviphrades. 

• For this Attic form of the first person, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 30, 
6, obs. " In English it must be rendered, ' that Kould indeed have 
been intolerable.' Shvoq lias the same meaning in Stiva vaa\uM. UttvoK 
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Pkax. The slaves. But it shall be your concern, when Ui« 
shadow of the gnomon is ten feet long,' to go to a banquet, 
anointed with oil.^ 

Blep. But about garments, what will be your contrivance ? 
For this also* must be asked.* 

Prax. In the first place what you have at present will be 
Bt hand ; and the rest we will weave. 

Blep. One thing further I ask: if one be cast* in a suit 
before the magistrates at the suit of any one, from vvhiit source 
will he pay off this ? For it is not right to pay it out of the 
common fund. 

Prax. But in the first place there shall not evfn be any 
suits. 

Bi.KP. But how many this will ruin ! 

Prax. I also make^ a decree for this. For on what ac- 
count, you rogue, should there be any ? 

Blep. By Apollo, for many reasons I in the first place, for 
one reason, I ween, if any one, being in debt, denies it. 

Prax. Whence' then did the lender lend the money, 
when all things are in common ? He is, I ween, convicted of 
theft. 

Blep. By Ceres, you instruct us well ! Now let some one' 
tell me this : whence shall those who beat people pay off an 
action ' for assault, when they insult people after a banquet ? 
For I fancy you'll be at a loss about this. 

Prax. Out of the barley -cake '" which he eats. For when 

voulaQai, Suvbv Xfyfif. See examples ap. Elmsl. Acharn. 323." 
Dobree. 

' " ry aKitf. d" ireKfiaipovTO tov Katpbv TtJQ tTrt to Biiirvov oSoVy jjv Kai 
ffTotx^tov iKoKovv. Kai tSu airevSuv, ti SfKUTrovv to ffToix^lov eiij." 
rolhix, vi. 44. 2 Cf. Plut. 616. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 21. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 261. 

* In Brunck's edition IpeaOat. But such forms as fpo/iai and tptaOai 
are very suspicious. 

* " Si quis •multarn alicui debeat, a maffistratibus damnahts" Brwtck. 
' Herod, i. 120, ravTy -wXilaTog yviajiriv t'lfti. See Bernhardy, W • 

S. p. 381. 

' " Unde acceptam fcenori dedu pecuniam ille, qui deditf i. e. he must 
have stolen it from the common fund, as no one possesses any thing 
in private." Bergler. 

' " l^ea.A TouTi TiQ vuv ip^maaTM jiui.'' Person. See note (;a VS. 61f, 
tupra. 

' " r^v^iKjjv is understood." Biunck. Cf. Dorville, Charit. p. 478. 

*• "Thi? njode of punishment was adopted at Lacedamon, where 
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one diminishes this, he will not insult again so readily, after 
he has been punished in his belly. 

Bi.EP. And, on the other hand, will there be no thief? 

Pkax. Why, how shall he steaL when he has' a share 
of all things? 

Bi.EP. Then will they not even strip people by night ?'•* 

Pkax. Not, if you sleep — at home ; ^ nor, if you sleep 
abroad, as they used before. For all shall have subsistence. 
And if any one tries* to strip a person, he shall give them of 
his own accord. For what occasion is there for him to resist ? 
for he shall go and get another better than that from the 
common stock ? 

Blep. Then will the men * not even play at dice ? 

Prax. Why, for what stake^ shall any one do this ? 

Blep. What will you make our mode of life ? 

Peax. Common to all. For I say I will make the city one 
house, having broken up' all into one; so that they may go 
into each other's houses. 

Blep. But where will you serve up the dinner ? 

Prax. I will make the law-courts and the porticoes * wholly 
men's apartments. 

Blep. What use will the Bema be to you ? 

Prax. I will set the mixers and the water-pots on it ; and 
it shall be for the boys to sing of those who are brave in war, 
and of him, whoever ^ has been cowardly, so that they '" may 
not dine, through shame. 

it was customary to eat together in public." Smith. Cf. Nicocles 
ap. Athen. iv. p. 141, A. 

' " Qui omnium sit particeps." Brunck. " Wenn Alles gemeinsam 
ist.'" Droysen. Cf. note on Lys. vs. 13. 

» Cf. vs. 796, infra. Nub. 721. Horn. II. 9. 470. But the regular 
form is vvktoc. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 145. 

' " Ttapd TTpoaSoKiav. For it is certain that, if he keep at home, 
he will be safe from footpads." Faber. 

* See Porson, Phoen. 79. 

> See Reisig Conject. i. p. 155, and notes on Aves, 161, 1308. Cf. 
also vs. 668, supra. 
' " There '11 be no stake for which to game." Smith. 
' Cf. Terence, Adelph. v. 7, 10. 
' See Elmsley, Acharn. 548. Heracl. 431, 

• tl Tts—o(rTtQ. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 65, 5, obs. 9. 

'• For the transition from the singular (tl nc) to the plural (Jtur- 
rStn), see note on Ran. 1075, acd cf. vs. 688, infra. Thesm. 848, 
B44. 
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Blep. By Apollo, a nice plan ! But what will you make of 
the urns for the lots ? 

Prax. I will deposit them in the market-place ; and then 
I will place all the people beside the statue of Harmodius and 
choose them by lot, until he who has drawn the lot departs joy- 
fully, knowing in what letter he is to dine.^ And the crier^ 
shall command those of Beta to follow to the royal'' portico 
to dine ; and Theta to the portico next this ;* and those of 
Kappa to go to the flour-market.^ 

Blep. That they may gobble up^ the flour ^ 

Prax. No, by Jove ! but that they may dine there. 

Blep. But whoever* has not the necessary^ letter drawn, 
according to which he is to dine, all will drive away. 

Prax. But it shall not be so with us. For we will supply 
all things to all in abundance ; so that every one when he is 
drunk shall go home together with his chaplet,'" having taken 
his torch. And the women in the thoroughfares, meeting 
with them coming from " dinner, will say as follows : " Come 
hither'^ to me. There is a beautiful girl here." " And at my 

' Nub. 858, 7-dc i' iyi^dhaq ■Koi Ttrpo^ag ; but what have you made 
of your shoes f For this form of the perfect, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 31, 
5, obs. 4. For icjjXoir^piov, see Aristoph. r^pcj, Fragm. xvii. 

' " Siov (Itriiv Siicaiu, tlin lnTrvel." Scholiast. Plut. 972, dW oA 
Xaxova inivee iv rtf ypaii/iaTi ; The ten law-courts at Athens were 
marked with the first ten letters of the alphabet, and the jurymen 
drew by lot each a small ticket marked with a letter which directed 
him to the court he was to go to. 

' For this omission, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 4, obs. 3. Bern, 
hardy, W. S. p. 191. 

* " BaaiKtwv. Because it begins with Beta." Bergler. 

' " In der Halle daneben." Draysen. So Brunck. " iq Tfivarodv 
XtxStlaav irapa rb ypanixa tovto Brjra, i. e. Ig to Bijirelov." Faber. So 
the Scholiast. 

* " Hesychius : dX^trwv trrod:, iv 'AOrjvaiQ^ iv y tA aXtjura eTrwXetro. 
Of this portico, the Scholiast also speaks on Acharn. 547, and 
Eustathius on II. A. p. 868, 37, cd Rom." Kuster. " arod /ivpoiroAis 
apud Megalopolitas Arcadise Pausan. viii. 50, p. 663, 14." Porsoii. 

' "iva KaiTTuaiv • a pun on the preceding Kair-jra. 

' oTip — TovTovg. Cf. vs. 680, supra. Ran. 689. Plato, Euthyph. 
0. 8. Monk, Hippol. 78. Elmsley, Soph. Rex. 713. Quart. Rer 
trol. viii. p. 220. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 58, 4, obs. 5. 

* For the article, see note on Thesm. vs. 1012. 

'• Cf. Plut. vs. 1041. " See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 221. 

'• "Seemingly an allusion to the words of the Syrens." Fahar. 
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house," some other woman will say from the chamber above, 
" both very beautiful and very fair. You must sleep with 
me, however, before' her." And the uglier^ men following 
the handsome' men and the youths will say as follow? 
" Hollo, you ! whither are you running ? You will effeci 
nothing at all by going : for it has been decreed for the flat- 
nosed and the ugly to take the first turn ; but that you in 
the mean time amuse yourself in the porch.'' Come now, tell 
me, do these please you ? 

Blep. Very much. 

Prax. Then I must go to the market-place, that I may 
receive the public revenue, "* having taken a clear-voiced 
female-crier.* For it is necessary that I do this, as I have 
been chosen to govern,^ and that I arrange the messes, so that 
in the first place you may banquet to-day. 

Blep. Why, shall' we banquet forthwith ? 

Prax. Certainly. In the next place, I wish to put a stop 
to the harlots every one. 

Blep. Wherefore?* 

Prax. This is plain: that these of ours' may enjoy the 
flower of the youth. And it is not proper that the women- 
slaves should deck themselves out and filch away the love of 

' A liarsh construction, instead of Trportpov ?"; Trap airy. So Thuc. 
i. 85, i^etTTi S' I'liiXv /laXXov irkpwv, i. e. jj irlpoif. Plut. 558, tow 
nXourou irapExi" tSiKTiovag dvSpag, i. e. i) IlXoiirof ■Kapix^i. Cf. vs. 
71, supra. Aves, 569. Ran. 1061. Thuc. ii. 60; ii. 15; vi. 1 ; vi. 16; 
vii. 63. Soph. Antig. 74- Hermann, Vig. n. 55. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
§ 47, 27, obs. 1. Bernhardy, W. S, p. 437, and p. 233. 

'' " Above, in vs. 702, notwithstanding Brunck's opinion, ol 
*oii\or(pot appears to me the true reading : the ugly men check the 
handsome, and assert the right given them by the new laws, of go- 
ing first." Se.ager. 

^ " Read roTc evirpeiriaiv S'." Bentley. Cf. Person ap. Mus. Crit. 
ii. p. 121. Opusc. p. xciii. For the article, cf. note on Aves, 590. 

• Liddell compares Lysias, 185, 3. Vesp. vs. 664. 

' So Plut. 970, avKo^avrpia. Lys. 184, »/ Xicvdaiva. Thcsin. 432, 
t) ypafL/iartig. Ibid. 541, airrai. Aristoph. Fragm. 399, avv9ea.Tpia 
Plat. Euthyd. p. 297, C, ao<plaTpia. Cf. vss. 491, 500, (27, 835, 870. 
' " Da Ich erwiihlt bin als Archontin." Droysen. 
' " What wiU 

To-day behold us banqueting in public ? " Smith. 

• Cf. Pax, 409. Hermann, Vig. n. 349. 

• I should prefer firi 'xiamv avrai, i. e. Tiiovci. 
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the free women, but should sleep only with the men-slaves, 
with their persons depillated like ^ a slave. 

Blep. Come now, let me follow^ you close by, that I may 
be gazed at,** and that people may say'' as follows : " Do you not 
admire this husband^ of our general?" \_Exeunt Praxagora 
and BlepyntsJ] 

1st Citizen.' I will make ready and overhaul my sub- 
stance, in order that I may carry my chattels to the market- 
place. Do you, O Meal-sieve,* pretty as you are, come hither 
prettily out of the house the first of ray goods, so that you may 
be a Basket-bearer,^ being powdered with meal,'" who hast 
overturned" many bags of mine. 

Where is the Stool-carrier?''-^ Pot,'' come forth hither! 
By Jove, you are black ! nor ''' could you have been blacker, 

* Thesm. 204, SokCjv yvvaiKwv tpya vvKTiprjtTia 

KXkTmiv v<pao~aZ€iv t£ ^ijXtiav KuTrpti', 
' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 1. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 57, 
and note on Plut. .314. 
' See note on Lys. 864. 

* " Ct ohviorum convertam in me oculos.** Brunch. 

> See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 79. « See Bernhavdy, W. S. p. 160 

' Here the scene changes to the front of a townsman's house in 
Athens. The first citizen, assisted by his servants, is seen bringing; 
out of the house his goods and chattels. These he addresses by 
name, as if they were human beings, assigning to eacli its iji-opcr 
place, title, and duties, as if to take part in the Panathcnaian fisli- 
val. The whole speech is a parody on the ordering of a public pro- 
cession. 

' " Komm' du hervor, Mehlschwinge, schiJn im schunen Putz" 

Droij^rn . 
Pax, 13.30, xwTwc fiiT tfiov KaXi) raXiuf KaTaxeiaei. Acharn. '253, ay', 
(7» 3uyar£p, oTTutQ to Kavovv raA?) KaXwQ otfretg. Antiphanes ap. Allien, 
ii. p. 60, D., a Sti SildiTiv iiiiiv 6 towoq a9\i aOXioiQ. Plant- Asiii. iii. 
3, "I sane bella belle." Curcul. iv. 2, "Sequere istum bella belle." 
C'f Plut. 418, 879. Thesm. 168—170. Equit. 189, 190. Eur. Ilip- 
pol. 645. 

' See Liddell Lex. voc. Kavriipnpog. 

'° " Bemehlstaubt." Droysan. " aij.rix9f'tiTa." Scholiast. " Fucata." 
Faher and Kuster. " Painted." Liddell. " Ceriis.iata." Brunck. 

" " Evertisti." Brunck. " In quam tot mei sacciinversi sunt purr/andte 
^irinte." Faber.' " Fein gesiebt hast." Droysen. So also Smith. 

" Female iikroiKoi were obliged to attend upon the Kavritpopoi with 
a I)arasol and a camp-stool. Cf. Aves, 1551. 

" For the article, see note on Ran. 40, and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 67 

'• " Wie schwarz ! du konntest schwiirzer nicht seiu, war' in dir 
Die Pommade gekocht, mil der sich das Haar Lysifcrates farbt." 

Droyaen. 
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if you had boiled the dye with which Lysicrates blackens 
his hair. Come hither, Tire-woman,' stand next her ! 
Water-bearer,^ here ! bring hither this water-pot ! And do 
you. Harper,^ come forth hither ! who have often wakened me 
in the dead of the night* for the Assembly with your early* 
strain. Let him with the hive^ come forth ! Bring the honey- 
combs ! Place the olive-wreaths'' near ! and bring out the two 
tripods, and the oil-flask. Now leave the little pots and the 
lumber." 8 

2nd Cit. {grumbling to himself). Shall I pay in^ my pro- 
perty ? Then I shall be a wretched man and possessed of little 
sense. No, by Neptune, never ! '" but will first scrutinize 
and examine them'' frequently. For I will not so foolishly 
throw away my earnings and savings for nothing,'^ before I 
learn '^ the whole matter, how it is. Hollo you ! what mean 
these chattels ? Have you brought them out because you are 
flitting, or are you carrying them to put them in pawn ? '■• 

1st Cit. By no means. 

2nd Cit. Why then are they thus in a row ? Surely you 
are not leading a procession in honour '^ of Hiero the auctioneer ? 

' Cf. vs. 734, 739, and note on Ran. 40. " Ko/j/iiirpia, t/iTrXkrpio, 
if KOfffiovaa rag yvvaiKaQ,^' Suidas, 

' According to Faber, the utensil addressed is a stand for a water 
vessel. 

' The cock is meant. Cf. vs. 30, supra. Vesp. 100. Aves, 489. 

' See Liddell Lex. voe. atDpi. ' A pun on top opStov vofiov, 

* " Ho! there within, the sleeps and honey-combs 
Bring forth." Smith. 
'^ X hive." Faber. " A bowl or basin." Liddell. " Der Muldentragei 
trete vor ! " Droysen. 

' " Read Kofiil^t, xai SaWovg Kadiarr)." Bentley. 

' " The pipkins and such small fry you may leave.' Smith, 
" Das Geriimpel." Droysen. 

• See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 377. 

" In Brunck /id rbv IloatiSiSi y. Person (Advevs. p. 36) corrects 
lui Tov Tloauiut oiSEirork y', because yi cannot be immediately sub- 
joined to an oath. To this reading Dindorf assents. 

" The new decrees of Praxagora. 

'* " Temere, nullius rei caus&." Faber. 

" vpiv iKiriiBtofnai, the reading of the MSS. is changed by Person, 
Elmsley, and Dindorf to rrpiv &v Uv. See note on vs. 620. In thi» 
place the alteration is for the better. For the " Anticipatior," see 
note on Nub. 1148, and on vs. 1126, infra. 

'* Cf. Plut. 451. 

" " Hiero was a celebrated auctioneer of the day." Smith. Cf 
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1st CiT. No, by Jove ! but I am about to deliver them into 
the market-place for the good of the state, conformably to the 
laws enacted. 

2nd Cit. Art going to deliver them in ? * 

1st Cit. Certainly. 

2nd Cit. Then you are an unhappy man, by Jo7e the 
Preserver ! 

1st Cit. How? 

2nd Cit. How ? Easily.' 

1st Cit. How then? ought I not to obey the laws? 

2nd Cit. What laws,^ you unhappy man ? 

1st Cit. Those enacted. 

2nd Cit. Enacted? How siUy you are' then ! 

1st Cit. Silly? 

2nd Cit. Certainly. — Nay, rather, the most foolish of all 
together. 

1st Cit. Because I do what is ordered?* 

2nd Cit. Why, ought a sensible man to do what is or- 
dered ? 

1st Cit. Most assuredly. 

2nd Cit. Nay, rather, a stupid man. 

1st Cit. And do you not intend to pay them in ? 

2nd Cit. I'U take care^ not, tilP I see wjiat the people de- 
termine on. 

Lys. 1277. Thesm. 104. Ran. 445. I do not remember to have met 
with any other instance of o5 n firi with interrogation. 

' " Facile dictu est." Brunck. See note on Aves, 1234, and on 
Ran. 1424. 

= Cf. note on Lys. 1178. 

' See note on Vesp. 451, and cf. Vesp. 821. Pherecrates ap. 
Athen. x. p. 415, C. 

• Bergler compares Eurip. Phoen. 1640, 

' Cf. Herod, i. 65 ; i. 108. 

° " Ttplv av with a conjunctive is regularly found only after nega- 
tive clauses or a question containing a negation. The same rule also 
liolds for the optative with irpiv." Kruger. Cf. Elmsley, Med. vs. 
77, 215. Harper's " Powers of the Greek Tenses," p. 136. In the 
present passage the negation is contained in the preceding ij>v\aio\iai, 
as in the very similar passage, ap. Eur. Med. 1218. Cf. Soph. An- 
tjg. 175. See also notes on Nub. 1148, and vs. 1126, infra. 

" Bevor Ich sehe, was der Mehrzahl Willen ist.'' Droym. 
"Before I learn what says the general voice." Smith. 
2 o 
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'' 1st CiT. Why; wliat else but that they are' ready to carry 
their property ? 

2nd Cit. Well, I'd believe," if I saw. 

2 ST Cit. At any rate they talk of it in the streets. 

2nd Cit. Why," they loill talk of it. 

1st Cit. And they say' they will take them up and carry 
them. 

2nd Cit. Why, they will say so. 

1st Cit. You wiU kill me with disbelieving every thing. 

2nd Cit. Why, they will disbelieve you. 

1st Cit. May Jove destroy you I 

2nd Cit. Why, they will destroy you. Do you think any 
of them who has sense will carry his property ? For this is 
not a national'' custom ; but, by Jove, we ought only to re- 
ceive. For the gods" also do so. But you will perceive that 
from the hands of the statues : for when we pray to them to 
give us blessings, they stand extending the hand with the 
hoUow uppermost,* not as about to give any thing, but that 
they may receive something. 

1st Cit. You wretch,'' let me do something useful;* for 
these must be bound together. Where is my thong ? 

2nd Cit. Why, will you really carry them ? 

1st Cit. Yes, by Jove ! and now indeed 1 am binding to- 
gether these two tripods, 

» Cf. Pax, 923. Nub. 1287. Ran. 198. 

° For the omission of av, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § Si, 10, obs. 1. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 374, and notes on Vesp. 983. Ran. 866. 

* ^ti/ti, properly, = express one's thoughts ; \iyu>, in reference to 
the purport of what is uttered ; tiVtTv, in reference to the^m of the 
■peech. 

* See note on Acharn. 1000. 

* " The ordo is : Xaji^avuv rijiaQ fiovov SiT. Kat ypp oi Seoi (jiovov 
Aaii^avovoi) ' yvonyti Se (rouro) airo riiiv xiipijjv twv dyoKfidTwv, Kai 
yip orav tvxi!>IKOa (avToXg) eiSovai {rjfuv) rayaOi, {to. ayaXftara) 
eorrrev iKTiivovra rriv X"P« virTiav." Bnmck. For iarriKiv, see note 
on Aves, 515. 

"At Athens 'tis the mode to take, not give." Smith. 

* " The same as Trjv x«'P« KoiKjjv, Thesm. 937." Srunck. See notB 
on Ran. 1388. 

' " Gottloser Mensch du ' lass mich thun, was nothig ist." 

* Cf. Plut. 62S. 
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2nd CiT. What' folly! To think of your' not waiting for 
the others to see what^ they will do, and then at this point at 
length 

1st Cit. Do what? 

2nd Cit. Continue waiting; and then to tarry yet longer, 

1st Cit. For what purpose, pray ?^ 

2nd Cit. If perchance* an earthquake were to take 
place, or a horrible meteor, or a weasel'' were to dart 
across the /narket-place, they would stop carrying, you gap- 
ing fool. 

1st Cit. At any rate I should be nicely off, if I did not 
know where to pay these in. 

2nd Cit. See lest t/ou do not know where you could hike 
them to.'' Be of good courage ! you shall pay them in,* even 
if you go ou the last day of the month. 

1 ST Cit. Why ? 

2nd Cit. I know that they* vote for a thing quickly, and 
again deny whatever they have decreed. 

1st Cit. They will carry them, my friend. 

2nd Cit. But what if they do not bring them? 

1st Cit. Never mind, they'll bring them. 

2nd Cit. But what if they do not bring them ? 

1st Cit. I'll battle with them. 

2nd Cit. But what if they get the better of you ? 

' Cf. Nubes, 818. Vesp. 161. Eur. Med. lOSl. Ale. 842. Kriiger, 
Gr. Gr. § 47, 3, obs. 1. Kon, Greg. Cor. p. 137- The article is 
rarely omitted in this phrase. See note on Lys. 967. 

- See Nub. 819. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 355, and note on Nub. 268. 

' See similar examples in the note on Nub. 1392, and add vs. fi60, 
supra. 

• Cf. Nub. 1192. 

» " iroWaKig := fortasie." Hotibius {Bothe). See Liddell Lex. voc. 
woWaKii, iii., and Kriiger's note on Thuc. ii. 13, init. 

' Cf. The«ph. Charact. cap. xvi. Hor. Od. iii. 27, 5. 

' Of this truly difficult passage I can only say, that I have not 
met with any satisfactory explanation in any of the commentators. 
Jleindorf (ad Plat. Phsed. p. 36) conjectures Xo/3nc. Brunck's 
method (aX\i USoixa piri oiric ixyg ovoi \a/3otc) is solcecistlc. The 
game may be said of ti firi oiiK e^o'C "''<" Xa/3oie. 
• "Fear not, 

They'll take them gladly, e'en at the month's end." Smith. 

' " Ego nostras homines novi, qui in decemendo preeproperi #un«, at 
rvrium negant facturos se, qua decreta fuerint." Brunck. 

2 u 2 
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IsT CiT. I'll leave the things and go away. 

2nd Cit. But what if they sell them ? 

1 ST Cit. Split you ! ' 

2nd Cit. But what if I split ? 

1st Cit. You'll do right.^ 

2nd Cit. And will you be eager to carry them ? 

1st Cit. I shall; for I see my own neighbours carf3riiig 
theirs, 

2nd Cit. Antisthenes^ to be sure will certainly bring them 
in. It would be'* much more agreeable to him to ease him- 
self first for more than thirty days.* 

1st Cit. Plague take you ! 

2nd Cit. And what will Callimachus the chorus-masler 
contribute to them ? 

1st Cit. More than Callias.^ 

2nd Cit. This man will throw away his property. 

1st Cit. You say strange things. 

2nd Cit. What is there strange ? as if I was not always 
seeing such decrees taking place. Don't you know that de- 
cree' which w^as determined on about the salt ? 

1 ST Cit. I do. 



' VA. note on Aves, vs. 2. 

' i. e. you'll be rightly served. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 8, obs. 2. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 476, and note on Plut. 863. 

' Mentioned above, vs. 366. 

* "Understand tirrai or Soin avrif." Brunch. "Aristophanes 
means to say; Uurw Antisihenem, qvamvis alias tsgre possit cacare, to- 
men libentius vel triginta dies cacaturum^ quam bona sua in commune 
allaturum." Bergler. 

' So Acharn. vs. 857, piyHv ri icai iruvuiv ati irXiiv ^ rpiaKovB' 
ijiiipag row firjvbc iKaaTov. Cf. ib. vs. 82. 

' " This is Callias the son of Hipponicus, of the most noble family 
in Athens, at one time the richest of the citizens, but now, through 
his profligacy and keeping open table for the Sophists, (Aves, 283— 
286,) so much reduced, that even the poor chorus-master Callima- 
chus is richer than he." Droysen. He afterwards committed suicide, 
in order to avoid beggary. See jElian, Var. Hist. iv. 23. Andoc. ti. 
liV(TT. p. 55. Aristot. Rhetor, iii. 2. For the construction, see note 
on vs. 701, supra. 

' " Attica did not produce suflScient salt for their own use. 
\ Acharn. 760.) A decree which had been lately made to lower the 
price, was found to be impracticable ; therefore it was iinmediatelv 
repealed." Droysen. "Cf. Bockh, Pub. Econ. Ath. i. p. 66. HO/' 
Dindorf 
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2nd Cit. Don't you know when we voted for those copper' 
coins ? 

1st Cit. Aye, and that coinage was a loss to me. For ] 
sold some bunches of grapes and went away with my moutli' 
lull of copper coins. And then I went to the market -plac^ 
for some barley-meal. Then, just as I was holding my ba^ 
under ybr the meal, the crier proclaimed that "henceforth no 
one take copper ; for we use silver." 

2nd Cit. And were we not ' all lately swearing that the 
state would have five hundred talents from the tax of one 
fortieth, which Euripides'* de\'ised ? and immediately every 
man was for plastering Euripides with gold.* But as soon as 
on our examining^ it, it appeared to be "Jove's' Corinth," 
and the measure did not suffice, every man again was3 for 
plastering Euripides with pitch.* 

1 ST Cit. The case is not the same, my good sir. At that 
time we were rulers, but now the women. 

2nd Cit. Whom I'll be on my guard against, by Neptune 
lest they make water upon me. 

1st Cit. I don't know what you're babbling about, f To 
his servant-l Boy,' carry the yoke ! 

In the Archonship of Callias. See note on Ran. 725. 
' For this custom of carrying money in the mouth, see Vesp. 791. 
Aves, .503. Polhix, ix. 63. Theoph. Charact. cap. vi. 

' " Beschwuren neulieh nicht wir alle, dass die Stadt 
Fiinfliundert Talente Steuer durch den Vierzigsten 
Bekommen solle, den Euripides angesetzt ? 
Sogleich vergoldete jedermann den Euripides." Droyaen. 

For TO ivayxos, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 328. 

• " Bockh (Publ. Econ. Athen. ii. p. 27) understands the son of 
the tragedian." Dindorf. " The decree of Euripides, — probably a 
son of Adimantus, — directed that every Athenian should pay into 
the state 2^ per cent, upon his taxable property; a decree whicli 
naturally pressed heaviest upon the rich, and therefore was never 
carried. ' ' Droyaen. 

' " Laudibita magnifice ornabat." Kuster. Cf. Nub. 912 Dipl'.ilua 
ap. Athen. x. p. 422, B. 

• Cf. Lorgin. Subl. i. § 1. ' See note on Ran. iSi. 

• " Maledictis quasi pice nigra deformabant." Bergler. 

• See note on Ran. 40. For dvdipopov, cf. Ran. 8. Lys. 290. 
"tvXov i/tipiKoiXov, iv li rA iofiTia iiafTrjaavrfs ol 'utvarm Snariliow 
nti." Suidat. 
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[^Enter a Female-crier.'] 

Crier. O all ye citizens,' — for so this is now, — come, 
hasten straight^ to our Princess-President, in order tha^ 
chance may point out to you, drawing lots man by man,' where 
you shall dine ; for the tables are piled up ■• and furnished with 
all good things, and the couches are heaped with goatskins and 
carpets. They are mixing * goblets ; the female-perfumers are 
standing in order ; the slices of salt-fish are boiling ; they are 
spitting the hare's flesh ; cakes ^ are baking ; chaplets are 
plaiting ; sweetmeats ' are toasting ; the youngest women are 
l)oiling pots' of pea-soup; and Sraoius amongst them with a 
Knight's uniform on is cleansing thoroughly the women's cups. 
And Geron ^ comes with a cloak on and light sandals, laughing 
loudly with another youth ; and his shoes lie uncared for, 
and his threadbare coat is thrown off.'" Wherefore come ! for 
he who carries the barley-cake" is standing. Come, open 
your mouths ! [^Exit."]- 

2nd Cit. Therefore I will certainly go. For why do I 
keep standing here, when these things have been decreed by 
the state? 

1st Cit. Why, whither will you go, if you have not paid 
in your property ? 

2nd Cit. To dinner. 

1st Cit. Certainly not, if there be any sense in them, 
until you deliver in '^ i/our property. 

' " Thr Burgerinnensohne — denn so heisst ihr jetzt." Drot/sen. < 

' Cf. Equit. 254.. Aves, H21. Pax, (58, 77, 301, 819. Eur. Hippol. 
1197. Gerytad. Fragm. xix. Fragm. Incert. 527- 

" See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 240. 

' Cf. Nub. 1203. Bekk. Anecd. i. 13, 24. Zonar. Lex. i. p. 840. 
Athen. i. sect. 20, p. 20. For tlie genitive with this verb, see Equit. 
100. Alcman, Fragm. xvii., and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 168. 

' See Dawes, M. C. p. 481. Person, Orest. 1645. Misc. Cr. p. 93. 

* See Athen. iii. p. 110, B., who cites this clause, but with the 
cliange ofXayava for irowava. 

' Cf. Ban. 510. » Cf. Ran. 505. Bernhardy, W. S. p. Ifi3. 

' Kriiger (Gr. Gr. § 50, 4, obs. 11) cites this passage as an example 
of the so-called pleonastic use of eVepog, (see note on Ran. 1164,^ 
evidently taking riputv for an old man, instead of a proper name- 
But the true reading is undoubtedly rtpijg. See vs. 932. 

" Comp. Ran.. 455. 

" "Speed ye, since dish in hand the sewer waits." Smith. 

" In the early editions and some ol the MSS. S.v is omitted. 3*a 
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2nd Cit. Well, I will deliver it in. 

1st Cit. When? 

2nd Cit. I shall not be a hinderance,' my good sir, 

1st Cit. How, pray ?'^ 

2nd Cit. I assert that others will deliver in their property 
Still later than I. 

1st Cit. But will you go to dinner notwithstanding? 

2nd Cit. Why, what' must I do? for it behoves those who 
have right understanding to assist the state to the best of 
their ability. 

1st Cit. But what if they hinder you ? 

2nd Cit. I'U join* battle with them with my head l)ent 
forward.* 

1st Cit. But what if they whip you ? 

2nd Cit. I'll summon them. 

1st Cit. But what if they laugh at you ? 

2nd Cit. Standing at the doors — 

1st Cit. What will you do ? Tell me ! 

2nd Cit. I'll snatch away ^ the victuals from those who are 
carrying them in. 

1st Cit. Then go too late ! Do you, Sicon and Parmeno, 
take up my entire property.^ 

2nd Cit. Come then, let me' help you to carry them. 

1st Cit. No, by no^ means ! For I am afraid lest you lay 
claim to my property even before the Princess-President, 
when I pay" it in. [Exit with his servants.'} 

note on vs. 629, and Harper, Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 132. 
Bentley and Brunck read irpiv y &v ajreviyKyg, Porson (ap. Kidd ad 
Dawes, M. C. p. 525) reads ■Trplv av y an. " Both forms are in use. 
See Elmsl. Acharn. 176. Reisig, i. p. 66." Dindorf. Who reads 
irplv hv air. 

' " They shall not have to wait for me." Smith. See note on vs. 
623, supra. 

'■' See Liddell's Lex. voc. rtf, viii. 4. 

^ See note on Lys. 884. * Cf. Lys. 45. 

» "Contra ibo submisso capite." HotiBius. "The Latins have no 
word to express Kvypag in this passage. The French say : Aller tHe 
baissie vera lea ennemia." Faber. 

" I'll force my way ram-fashion." Smith. 

• See note on Ran. 1228. 

' Brunck compares ^sch. Theb. 819. Eur. Ion, 1316. 

• See note on Lys. 864. • See note on Vesp. 1418. 

" " Quando deposttero." Srunck. But this would require naraBit, 
See Matthui, Gr. Gr. p. 894, note. 
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2nd Cit. By Jove, of a truth I have need of some con- 
trivance, so that I may retain the property I iiave, and may 
somehow partake in common with these of the things which 
are kneading. It seems to me to be just. I must go to the 
same place to dine,' and must not delay, [^aa^.] ^ 

1st Old Woman. Why in the world are the men not come ? 
it has been time this long while : for I am standing idle, painted 
over with white lead,^ and clad in a saffron-coloured robe, and 
humming a tune* to myself, playing amorously, in order that 
I may catch ^ some of them as he is passing by. Ye Muses, 
come hither to my mouth, having devised some Ionian^ ditty. 

Young Woman {looking out from an opposite window). 
Now you've been beforehand' with me in peeping out, you* 
ugly old woman ; and you thought you would strip unwatched 
vines,^ as I was not present here, and allure some one by 
singing. But I'll sing against you, if you do this.'" For even 
if this be tiresome '^ to the spectators, neverthelp«s it has some- 
thing amusing in it and belonging to comedy. 

\^An ugly old Man crosses the stage.'\ 
1st old Woman (pointing to the old man). Converse 

' For the accusative, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 18, obs. 3. 
' Here the scene changes to a public street in Athens : an old 
woman, painted, and attired in a saffron-coloured robe, appears at 
a window. 
' Bergler compares Lucil. Epigr. Anthol. li. c. 9, 

/ii) ToivvK^To irpdauiirov liirav \iiiiiv9iji KaravrXar-e, 
wffrc TrpoffWTTEiov, Kovxi irpoffbiTTOv ix^'-^' ' 

It was used as a cosmetic to whiten the face. See Athen. xiii. p. 557, F. 

• Cf. vs. 931. Vesp. 219. Ran. 53. Dawes, M. C. p. 584, ed. Kidd. 
' Sttus av TTCpiXdlioiiii. A noted violation of Attic syntax. See 

note on Aves, 1338. 

• For the construction, see the examples cited in the note on 
Pax, 1154. The voluptuous character of the lonians was notorious. 
See vs. 918, infra. Thesm. 163. Horat. Od. iii. 6, 21. Athen. xii. p. 
524—526. Their jioixiKa aajiaTa also, like those of the Locrians, en- 
joyed a very unenviable notoriety. See Athen. xiv. p. 620. 

' Cf. vs. 596, supra. ' See note on Thesm. 1025. 

• Cf. Vesp. 634. 

" i. e. >ing. So vs. 888, tovto = a singing match. See note oi 
Lys. 134. 

-' " Und ist der Spass allfaglich unserm Publikum auch ; 

So ist es doch was Lnstiges und Komodienbrauch." Droytm. 
The young woman speaks this ex personA poetee." Bergla. 
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with tliis old man, and retire with him ! But do you, my lit- 
tle darling of a flute-player,' take your flute and accompany 
me \vith a tune worthy of me and of you. l_Smffs to theJluteJ^ 
" If any one wishes to experience some good, he should sleep 
with me. For knowledge is not in young women, '^ but in 
ihe ripe' ones: nor would any of them be willing to love 
more than I the friend with whom I had to do ; but slie 
would fly off" to another." 

YoDNG WoM. Do not envy the young women. For plea- 
sure'' is in their tender limbs, and blossoms on their bosoms: 
while you, old woman, have had^ your eyebrows polled, and 
have been painted, an object^ of love for Orcus. 

1st old Wom. May your teeth drop out, and may you lose 
your couch when wishing to be caressed, and may you find a 
serpent in the bed, and draw it towards you, wishing to 
kiss it. 

YoDNG Woir. (sings). " Alas ! alas ! what ever shall I 
do?' my friend* is not come, and I am left here alone: for 
my mother has gone elsewhere ; and as for the rest, these I 
must make of no account. Come, nurse, I beseech you, 
summon Orthagoras,^ that you may enjoy yourself, I entreat 
you." 

1st old Wom. {sings). "Already, you wretch, you are 
prurient in the Ionian manner,'" and you appear to me also 

' " HerzensflbtenWaserchen." Droysen. 
' A parody on Eur. Phoen. 529. 

" Nicht verstehn es die jungen Katzchen, 
Sondern wir, die reifen Schatzchen." Droysen. 

' Cf. Xenarchus ap. Athen. xiii. p. 569, B. 

' Eur. Hippol. 967, ri fiuipbv yvvaii'tv ifiiriipvKe. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. TrapaXkyai. 

• Cf. vs. 973, infra. 

' Cf. Vesp. 1000. Nub. 791, 461. Pax, 276. Blomf. gloss. Theb 
144. Dorville, Charit. p. 361. 

' fralpoc = 0iXoj, vs. 898. "No doubt taken from Euripides." 
Ueiske. 

' A mock proper name with an obscene allusion. Readers of 
Rabelais will be at no loss for similar fictions. " Mentula a/njcta, 
from dpSbg and iyetpo)." Faber. " rb atSolov." Scholiast. ''■ isaac 
Vossius on Pompon. Mel. ii. 2, thinks Bacchus is invoked b ' this 
name." Porson. For this use of the optative, see Bernhardy, W, S. 
p. 400. 

" "See Toup Suid. iii. p. 134." Porunt See also Ran- 45". Par. 
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a Latda' after the fashion of the Lesbians. But you will 
never filch away my darling ; and you shall not spoil or in- 
tercept my hour."^ 

Young Wom. Sing as much as you please, and peep out 
like a weasel; for no one will sooner come in unto you 
than' me. 

1st old Wom. Then is it not for your burial ?^ 

YoDNG Wom. It would be a strange thing, you old woman. 

1st old Wom. Certainly not. 

YoDNG Woji. Why, how could one tell any thing new to 
an old woman ? 

1st old Wom. My old age won't distress you. 

Young Wom. What then ? your alkanet,^ rather, and your 
white lead ? 

1 ST OLD Wom. Why do you talk to me ? ^ 

Young Wom. And why do you peep out ? 

1st old Wom. I? I am singing to myself in honour of 
my friend Epigenes., 

Young AVom. Why, have you any other friend than 
Geres?* 

1.ST OLD Wom. He'll show you; for he will come to me 
presently. For see ! there he is himself ! [^A young man is 
seen at a distance.'\ 

639. Neue ad Sapph. Fragment, p. 51, 52. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 
223. 

' "X was called XajSffa amongst the Attics." Krvger. " SoKiig S" 
iftoiKaiToigavSpaeXtajSiaovaa. See Vesp. 1346. Ran. 1308." Brunch. 
" See Toup, Suid. ii. p. 168, seq." Dindm-f. 

^ " Du sollst mein Stiindchen mil- nicht storen noch stehlen." 

Droysen. 

' See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 49, 2, ots. 7. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 140. 
Soph. Ant. 182. Trach. 577. So after aXXog. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 
68, 14, obs. 2. Nubes, 653. Soph. Ajax, 444. JEsch. Prom. 467. 
" See the elegant note of Jer. Markland, Eur. Suppl. 419." For- 
lon. Cf. Class. J. No. iii. p. 509. 

* In Bruncjc's and Dindorf's texts without interrogation, but in 
the versions which accompany their texts with interrogation. I 
should prefer oiikoBv, from which Droysen seems to have made hi« 
translation, " Ja dich auszuziehn ! " 

' The Athenian substitute for rmiffe. 

' Cf. Ran. 176. Pax, 161. Acbarn. 1113. 

' Cf. Ran. 53. 

' "<pa\aicpbc ourof Kai vivnc." Scholiatt. See note on vi. 8M, 
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YouNO WoM. He is not wanting any thing with you, you 
pest. 

1st old Wom. Yes, by Jove, you skinny jade ! 

Young Wom. He himself will soon show ; ' for 1 will go 
away. \_Retires from the windowj^ 

1st old Wom. And I too, that you may know that I am 
much wiser ihan you. [^Retires from the window."] 

\_Enter a young Man crowned with powers, and bearing 
a <o;•c/^.] 

Young Man. Would' it were permitted to sleep with the 
young girl, and one was not obliged ^ first to liave to do witli , 
a snub-nosed or elderly one. For this is intolerable to a free 
man. 

1st OLD Wom. {peeping out and talking aside). Then, by 
Jove, you '11 wench to your cost ! For these are not the times 
of Charixene.'' You are bound* to do this in conformity with 
the law, if we ai"e under a democratic government. But I '11 
withdraw to watch what in the world he will do. [_Retires 
again.] 

Young Man. O ye gods, may I find^ my beautiful one 
alone, to whom I am coming drunk, desiring her this long while. 

Young Wom. (cautiously peeping out). I have deceived 
the accursed old woman ; for she is gone, thinking that I 
would remain within. 

1st old Wom. {peeping out). Nay, this is he himself,' of 
whom I made mention. \_Sings.'] "Come hither, pray ! Come 
hither, pray, my beloved ! come hither to me ! and see that 
you be my bedfellow during the night.' For love of these 

' Cf. note on Lys. 375. " See note on Lys. 940. 

' icai firiUv TrpdTfpnv, Brunck. Dindorf has introduced Elmslev's 
conjecture (Mus. Crit. ii. p. 44, ad Med. p. 74) nn '^"- But thia 
was not necessary. See note on Ran. 434. 

♦ " iirl Xapt?ev)j£. Ivi /iiDpii/, 7/ Xapi^ivri SiijSePdtjTO, ap^^aia ovaa. ?VK..' 
Si Kai troiTjrpiav avT'fjv IpwriKwv Xeyovaiv. tan Se Kal Trapotfiin* oJa 
rd liri XapikiVTiQ." Hesychius. "iiri Xapi^evrje. au\i)7-pif r) yctpJievil 
apx^ta, Kai 7roii}Tpia KpovfiaTuv oi 51, fisXo-jTOLOv. QtoTrofi-jrh^ 2eiJ>?;(T«', 
atjXti yap oairpa avTT] ye lepovftaTta rd Itri Xapi^ivtit;." Etymol. M3,(j- 
Cf. vs. 985, infra, and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 279, and p. 246. 

» Cf. Herod, ix. 60 ; viii. 137. 

» See note on Lys. 940. ' Cf. Nub. 1403. Vesp. 820. 

' Sc? Dawes, M. C. p. 553. Toup on Suid. iii. p. 187, and note oi 
i<ys. 316. 
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curls of yours apjitates me exceedingly ; and marvellous desire 
assails me, which has worn ' me away. Permit me, Love, I 
beseech thee, and make him come to my bed." 

Young Man {standing under the young wowaiis i^indow 
and singing). " Come ^ hither, pray ! come hither, pray ! and 
do thou run down and open this door ; otherwise I will fall 
down and lie here. My beloved, come, I wish to rest in thy 
bosom. ^ O Venus, wherefore dost thou make me mad after 
her ? Permit me. Love, I beseech thee, and make her come 
to my bed. And this has been mentioned sufficiently for* 
my anguish. But do thou, my dearest, oh, I beseech thee, 
open to me, embrace me ! Through thee I suffer pains. O my 
beloved^ object decked with gold," child of Venus, the Muse's 
honey-bee, nurseling' of the Graces, Beauty's face,* open to 
me, embrace me ! Through thee I suffer pains." 

' See note on Thesm. 706. 

^ This is remarkable as being a specimen of the serenades (irapa^ 
cXavai^vpa) of the Greeks. Other examples are Theocr. iii. 23. 
Plajitus, Curcul. i. 2, 60. Propert. i. 16, 17. Horat. Od. iii. 10, 
Tibull. i. 2, 9. Ovid, Amor. El. vi. 

" Hither, hither, quick repair, 

Ope the door to me, my fair ; 

Cruel! if thou dost deny, 

On these rugged stones I'll lie. 

Till at length shall ruthless death 

Claim thy hapless lover's breath. 

Then, sweetest, deign to ease my pain, 

And pillowed on thy breast, 

O let me sink to rest ! 

Eros ! blooming and fair, 

List thou to my prayer, 

Tliat this maid all-divine 

At length may be mine." Smith. 

* See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 99. 

* " Hactemis quidempro med necessitate satis dictum fuit." Jinmck. 

' " Julianus Epist. 18, 'iva ai, to /tcXij/ia toviwv, wc ipTfslv i)a7r#«, 
«iptsTu?(i)/iai." Bentley. 

« Cf. Eur. Iph. A. 219. 
\ ' Ibycus, (ap. Athen. xiii. p. 564, F.,) 

EvpvaXe, ykvKtpiiv Xapiruv SaXog 
KoSXiKOfifitv fis\kSr}fiaj its fikv KvirpLQ 
a T ayavofiXiipapoQ UttSui poSiouriv iv avBiai ^petf/av. 

* " Du goldner Hort meiner Gedanken, Biene du des Liedes, 
Du Kypris Kind, Pflegling der Huldgottin, du Wonnenantlili. 

Drojfitn. 
A parody on Eur. Phoen. 1498, aroKiSa KpoKoiaaav rpv^ac- 
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iST OLD WoM. (suddenly coming out). Ho you ! why do 
you knock ? Do you seek me ? 

YoDNG Man. By no means.' 

1st old Wom. And^ yet you knoc)ied furiousl;- a£ iLt; 
door. 

Young Man. Then may I die, if I did. 

1st old Wom. In want of whom, then, have you come 
with a torch ? 

Young Man. In search of a certain Anaphlystiau.' 

1st old Wom. \\'hat man ? 

YoLNG Max. Not your Sebinus,'' whom you perhaps ex- 
l^ect. 

1st old Wom. {seizing him by the arm). Yes, by Venus ! 
whether* you wish it or no. 

YoDNG Man. But we are not now bringing'* into court 
those above sixty years old ; but have adjourned' them to an- 
other time. For* we are judging those under twenty years. 

1st old Wom. This was in the time of the former govern- 
ment, my sweet.' But now it is decreed to bring in us first. 

Young Man. Yes, for him that pleases to do so,'" after the 
manner of the law at draughts. 

' See note on Ran. 1456. 

' Comp. Aves, 86, 1011. Equit. 495. 

' Kan. 427, 'S.tpivov, outiq iariv ava^XioTwQ. In 2e(3ivo£ there is 
an allusion to the word fiivtXv in this passage. And so the old wo- 
man (vs. 981) evidently understands it. 

* avTjjv ff« Ktvovv^'t Brunck. " Reisig, (i. p. xiii.,) by comparing 
the verse in the Rants, appears to have restored the true readmg, ou 
Tov l.i^'ivov." Dindorf. "Read Yefitvov : ilium Sebinum, qui r^j crifiif) 
' Avaip\v(jTwQ eral. See Ran. 427." Bentley. 

=■ Cf. vs. 1097, infra. Lys. 939, 1036. Nub. 295. Msch. Theb. 
423. Eur. Ion, 871. 

' " An allusion to the manner of introducing causes into the courti 
of justice, according to the age of the plaintiffs ; first, those (as I 
imagine) above 60 years of age, and so downwards. After which, 
if there were several, thev cast lots, whose should be heard first." 
Gray. See Bernhardy, W". S. p. 346. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 346. 

" For this position of yap, cf. vs. 375, tupra. Vesp. 217- Plut 146 
Lys. 130, 489. Eubulus ap. Atben. ii. p. 69, C. Phdemon ap. Stob 
Serm. Ixii. 2. Eur. Hippol. 470, 688, 703. 

' " vTroKopiuTtKov, as u ftoXaiciiu v, vs. 1058, infra," .Vergler. See 
duhnken, Tim. Lex. p. 132. 

•• " Provided we're inclined; for as in playing chess, 

We're at liberty to take, — or pass you by, I guess." SniiiA 
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Ibt old Wom. But not even do you dine' according to tho 
law at draughts. 

YocNS Man. I don't know what you mean. I must knock 
a^ this* door. 

1st old Woji. Yes, when you shall have first knocked at 
my door.^ 

Young Man. But I am not now asking for a bolting- 
sieve.^ 

1st old Wom. I know that I am loved : but now you are 
astonished that you found me out of doors. Come, put for- 
ward your lips.. 

Young M^vn. Nay, my dear, I am afraid of your lover. , 

1st old Wom. Whom ? 

Young Man. The best of painters. 

1st old Wom. But who is he ? 

Young MajT. He that paints the vases for the dead.' But 
go away ! that he may not see you at the door. 

1st old Wom. I know, I know what^ you wish. 

Young Man. For I also, by Jove, know'' you ! 

1st old Wom. By Venus, who obtained me by lot,* I will 
not let you go.' 

Young Man. You are mad, old woman. 

' " Read ouJ" iidirvtiQ." Bentley. 

' See note on Thesm. 646. * Cf. Lys. 1212, and vs. 257, supra. 

* There is an allusion to the preceding icpowEij'. 

' " Der, Liebste, der fiir die Leichenkammer die Vasen mahlt." 

Droysen. 
He means that she was a Tvji^oypASinv. Painters of this class cor- 
responded to our sign-painters. Cf. vs. 538, supra. 

' See Elmsley, Med. vs. 1086. Iph. T. 766. Hermann, Sopli. 
Ajax, 1238. 

' Etenim hercle ego ie quoque novi." 6runck. " Ich gleiclifalls, was 
du." Droysen. " And I know what you want : " an example of Anti- 
cipation. Elmsley (Aoh. 127) proposed xal a iyiayi. But see Krii- 
ger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 21. 

' " Der Ich eigen bin." Droysen. Cf. Horn. II. xxiii. 79. Eur. 
Hec. 102. 

* This is the same as oii iirj atpriaiD, the ou being contained in the 
rreceding ^i rfiy 'Afp. " Instead of the former negative oi, the 
negative /id used in an oath is found with the accusative. Arist. 
Lys. 918, fid tov 'AttoXXw fir) a' lya, xalirtp toiovtov ovra, KaraKXtvii 
Xa/iai. Comp. Eccl. 1000. Aves, 195; according to which in Ran. 508, 
oil after 'AiroXXw should be struck out." Maithid. See Ehnsley, 
Soph. Col. 177, and cf. vss. 1076, 1085, of this play. 
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1st old Won. Tou talk foolishly ; for I will lead you to 
my bed. 

Young Man. Why then ' should we purchase hooks ibr 
our buckets, when it is in one's power, by letting down such 
an old woman as this, to draw up the buckets from the 
wells ? ^ 

1st old Wom. Do not jeer me, you wretch,^ but follow 
this way to my house. 

YouxG Man. But there is no necessity for me, unless you 
have paid in to the state the five-hundredth of your — years.* 

1st old Wom. By Venus, yet you must ! for I delight in 
sleeping with men so young as you. 

Young Man. But I abominate sleeping with women so oil 
as you ; and I will never comply. 

1st old Wom. {producing a paper). But, by Jove, this, 
shall compel you ! 

YoDNG Man. And what is this ? 

1st old Wom. A decree, according to which you must 
come to me. 

Young Man. Read* whatever in the world it is. 

1st old Wom. Well now, I read it. \_Reads.'\ "It has 
been decreed by the women that, if a young man desire a 
young woman, he shall not have to do with her before he shall 

' " Henceforth to draw our buckets up, that we shall never need 
Or pulley, hook, or rope, by all will be agreed; 
By the heels we '11 let this harpy down, and in a trice our 

pails. 
From the well will safe be lifted, clutched in her crooked nails." 

Smith. 
' ipfiariDv. "Cf. Strattis ap. Athen. iii. p. 124, D. Alexis, p. 
123, F. ApoUodorus, p. 125, A." Parson. " See Porson, Advers. p. 
68. Maltby, Thes. p. Ixxx. 1051." Dobree. 
' " Read d rav." Bentley. 

* All MSS. and editions before Brunck's read tUv tiiCiv, i.e. oitnCiv, 
where there is an allusion to the law of exchange of property on 
declining any of the public liturgies. Brunck adopts Tyrwhitt's 
emendation tUv BTiiv, which, he says, " lepidam et facetam coniico 
sententiam reddit." "Imo ahsurdam. Vide Bockh., Staatsh. der 
Athen. T. ii. p. 56." Dindorf. Nevertheless, in Dindorf s last edi- 
tion we find tS>v i-wv. 

» An ekample of " Anticipation," for \tyi n irort airi icaari. 
See note on Nub. 1148, and on vs. 1126, infra. For this use of »aJ 
•lee note on Lys. 171. 
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have first' lain with the old* woman. But if he be not willing 
first to lie with the old woman, but desire the young woman, 
be it permitted for the elderly women to drag the young man 
with impunity, having laid hold of him^ by the middle." 

YoDNG Man. Ah me ! to-day I shall become a Procrustes.* 

1st old Wom. Yes ; for you must obey our laws. 

Young Man. But how, if a tribesman* of mine, or one of 
my friends, comes and rescues me ? 

1st old Wom:. But no man is any longer authorized be- 
yond a medimnus of corn.^ 

Young Man. But is there no swearing off ? ^ 

1st old Wom. No ; for there is no occasion for shuffling.' 

Young Man. But I '11 pretend to be a merchant.' 

1st old Wom. Aye, to your cost.'" 

Young Man. What then must I do ? 

1st old Wom. Follow this way to my house. 

Young Man. Why, is there a necessity for me to do this ? 

1st old Wom. Aye, a Diomedean" necessity. 

Young Man. Then first strew me some origanum '^ under- 

' " By this Thucydides' irpokypa^fia ■n-pdrov (i. 23) may be de- 
fended, which ought to have been admitted into the text." Porson. 
The accumulation, irpiv, Trpuirov, vpoKp. is no doubt intentional. See 
Kriiger's note on Xen. Anab. i. 4, 14. 

' For the article, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 315. 

' Cf. Lys. vs. 119. For avari, see Ruhnken, Tim. Lex. p. 31. 

* A play on the preceding irpoKpovuv, in sense as well as sound. 

'' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 9. 

' A woman could not on her own authority contract a debt, with 
any person, for more than the value of a medimnus of corn. See 
Isaeus de Hrered, Arist. p. 259. This, of course, is now applied to 
the men, the women being at the head of the state. 

' t^uifioaia corresponds to our essoins. 

" Fibm every work he challenged essoin 
For contemplation's sake ; yet otherwise 
His life he led in lawless riotise." Chaucer. 

' Plut. 1154, dW ovK ipyov tar ovSiv OTpo^uiv. 

' Cf. Plut 904. These enjoyed several immunities. See Demosth 
Apatur. init. Elmsley, Acharn. 592. 

•° Cf. Ach. 827. Aves, 1391. Amphiaraus, Fragm. iv. 

" Plato, Rep. vi. p. 493, D., 17 Ato/iTjJfia Xcyo/iivti avayxri woifit 
avTtji irdvra. Translated by Catullus, " Ututa necessitas." Diomedei 
tlie Thracian compelled strangers to lie with his daughters. 

'^ " Apparently yielding, he bids her prepare a couch, not hov/- 
ever a ?iuptial, but a fxmerai one, as best suited to her who wa« 
&avaroi< /^EX)]/ia." Smith. 
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neath, and break off and place under four vine-twigs, and 
wear a tssnia, and place beside you the vases, and set down 
the earthen vessel ' of water before your door. 

1st old Wom. {sarcastirally). Assuredly you will more- 
over buy me a chaplet^ too I 

Young Man. Yes, by Jove ! if it be of the waxen' sort ; 
for I fancy you will immediately fall in pieces'* within. 

YouxG Wom. {suddenly coming out of her house). Whi- 
tlier are you dragging this man ? 

1st old Wom. I am leading in mine own. 

Young Wom. Not discreetly : for he is not of the age for 
sleeping with you, being so young ; since you might more 
fitly be his mother than his wife. — Wherefore, if you shall 
establish this law, you will fill the whole earth with CEdipuses. 

1st old Wom. you all-abominable, you devised this ar- 
gument through envy. But I '11 be revenged on you. \_Exit.'] 

Young IMan. By Jove the preserver, you have obliged me, 
my darling, by having removed the old woman from me. 
Wlierefore, in return for these good deeds, I will at night re- 
tui-n you a kindness great and thick.' \_Young woman takes 
him by the arm.'\ 

2nd old Wom. {suddenly coming up). Hollo you ! whi- 
ther are you dragging this man in violation of the law, when 
the written law orders him first to sleep with me ? 

Young Man. Ah me, miserable ! Whence did you pop 
out, — the devil take^ you ! For this pest is more abominable 
than that. 

2xD OLD Wom. (tri/ing to drag him away). Come this way ! 

Young Man {to the young woman). By no means suffer 
me to be dragged away by this old woman, I beseech you ! 

' To purify those who were engaged about the corpse. They 
washed themselves with it on leaving the house. See Bernhardy, 
W. S. p. 163. 

^ See vs. 538, supra, 

' .alluding to the wax-tapera used at funerals. See note on Pax. 
ll,jt. 

' Shakspeare, Pericles, act iv. sc. 3, "What else, man? The 
stuff we have, a strong wind will blow it to nieces, they arc nO piti- 
fully sodden." 

' Cf. Pax, 907. Acharn. 7b7. SjVS. Z3. riaut. Casin. v. 2, 28 ; ». 
2, 36. For fie iairipav, see Bernhardy, V/. S d. 2V\, and note on 
Vesp. 1085. 

* See ncte on Thcsm. 879. 

1 X 
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2nd old Wom. Nay, I do not drag you, bat the law drags 
you. \Ilxil young woman.^ 

Young Man. It does not drag me, but an Empusa clothed 
in a bloody blister.' 

2nd old Wom. Follow this way quickly, my darling,^ and 
don't chatter I 

Young Man. Come then, permit me first to go to the ne- 
cessary and recover my spirits, otherwise you '11 see rae pre- 
sently making something yellow^ on the spot through fear. 

2nd old Won. Be of good courage ! come ! you shall ease 
yourself in the house. 

Young Man. I fear lest I do even'' more than I wish. But 
I will put in two sufficient sureties. 

2nd old Wom. Put me in no sureties ! 

3rd old Wom. (running up). Whither, whither are you 
going with her ? 

Young Man. I am not going, but am dragged. But many 
blessings on you, whoever you are,^ because you did not suf- 
fer me to be destroyed. [^Calc/ies sightqf Iter for the first time i\ 
O Hercules ! O ye Pans ! '' O ye Corybantes ! O ye Dioscuri I 
this pest, again, is much more abominable than the other. 
But what in the world is this thing, I beseech you ? Are you 
an ape covered over with white lead,' or an old woman sent 
up from the dead ? ' 

' He alludes to the flame-coloured KpoKwrov which the old womau 
had on. For the Empusa, see note on Ran. 293. 
' Cf. vs. 98."), supra. 
' Vs. 329, tI tovto aoi to Trvppov sffTiv ; ov rt irov 

KivTjffiag aov KaraTzriKijKiv irov ; 
* Cf. vs. 658. Plut. 764. Aves, 1349. Vesp. 906. 
' One would rather have expected »}ris yt il. 
' This use of the plural is peculiar to the comic and the later 
writers. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 44, 3, obs. 7. Bernhardy, W. S p. 
61. Loheck on Soph. Ajax, 190. Cf. Acharn. 267. 
■ Cf. Eubulus ap. Athen. xiii. p. 557, F. 
"Art some ape daub'd with paint, and trick'd out for a show, 
Or a beldame sent up from the regions below?" Smith. 

' " So in Suidas: ttXciovidv, twv vtKpdv. Eustathius ad Odyss. p. 
1382, 1. 18, (!)£ St KOI viKpoiQ irpoa^viQ to, oi jroWoe, Kai TC, irXeiouf, 
itiKol o tiiruiv TO, aTTeKivaofiai Trapd Toiig irXiiovag, b kan, Savovnai 
irXliovag yiip, tovq TtSfvmraQ ixtivoQ lipri." Bnmch. So in an orach 
ap. PausaTi. i. 43, Meyaplae ei ■KpaXtiv, riv utra ruv ii'\fiivu» 
fiovXevauiv.M,, See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 433. 
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3ed old Wom. Do not jeer me, but follow this way. 

2nd old Wom. Nay, rather, this way. 

3rd old Wom. Be assured that I will never let you go. 

2nd old Wom. Neither, indeed, will I. 

Young Man. You will tear me in pieces, the devil take 
you ! ' 

2nd old Wom. For you ought to follow me in conformity 
with the law. 

3rd old Wom. Not if another old woman still uglier 
appear. 

Young Man. Come, if I first perish miserably through you, 
how shall I come to that beautiful one ? 

3rd old Wom. Do you look to tliat yourself: but this yoii 
must do. 

Young Man. Then by lying with which of you first shall ] 
be set free ? 

2nd old Wom. Don't you. know? you must come this 
way. 

Young Man. Then let this one let me go. 

3rd old Wom. Nay, rather, come this way to my house. 

Young Man. Yes, if she will let me go. 

2nd old Wom. But, by Jove, I will not let you go. 

3rd old Wom. Neither, indeed, will I. 

Young Man. You would be dangerous, if you were ferry- 
men. 

2nd old Wom. Why so ? 

Young Man. You would wear out those on board by drag- 
ging them. 

2nd old Wom. Follow this way in silence ! 

3rd old Wom. No, by Jove, but to my house. 

Young Man. This aflfair is plainly according to the decree' 

' See note on Thesra. 879. , , , > 

' "Hesychius: liarjviyKe yap avTog ^ri^iaua, iuuti SuCKt]iiiitvov^ 
ToiiQ Kftvofiivove iicaTipuidfv d-iroXoytiaSai. Mention is made of thf 
same decree of Cannonus ap. Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7,21, ravr eiTrui. 




luiyci^. II. noo provided .-j r,--, 'a> i 

there were many criminals charged with the same ottenoe, eacli 
•should be tried separately. The young man says the necessity is 
imposed upon him according to the decree of Cannonus,— not cpiwi* 
Siva 'iKaarcr, but Pivtiv, permolere," Brunck. 

2x2 
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of Cannonus ; I must lie with, you divided into two.' How 
then shall I be able to row^ both double-handed ? 

2nd old Wom. Very well, when you shall have eaten a 
pot of onions.' 

YoxTNG Man. Ah me, miserable ! I am now draggled close 
to the door. [ The 2nd old ivoman here attempts to drag him 
into her house and exclude the 3rd old woman.'] 

3rd old Wom. {to the 2nd old woman ). But it shall be 
no* advantage to you ; for I will rush in along, with you.^ 

Young Man. Nay, do not, by the gods ! <■ for it is better to 
be afflicted with one than two evils. 

3rd OLD Wom. Yea, by Hecate ! whether you wish it or no.' 

Young Man {to the audience). thrice-unlucky, if I must 
lie with an ugly old woman the whole night and the whole 
day; and then, again, as soon as I am freed from her, with a 
Phryne,^ who has a flask ^ on her jaws. Am I not wretched ? 
Nay, rather, by Jove'" the Preserver, a most wretched man, 
and unfortunate, who" must swim with such wild beasts. 

' Aristophanes evidently distorts the sense of this word from the 
sense it bears in the above decree. " Whereas in the decree it ran, 
that the defendants should SuiKrjfifih^ovQ dTroXoyfitr^at, the young man 
says that he SiaXtXri^fiivov, in diversa didtictum, as it were, must serve 
the two old women at the same time." Brunck. This is confirmed 
oy the SiKiaiTiiv afi^orepae of the next line, for a/iiporkpag can only 
signify binas simiil; though vs. 1092 seems to oppose this view 
Shakspeare, Merry Wives of Windsor, act v. sc. 5, Divide me like 
a bribe-buck, to each a haunch." 

" See Plato ap. Athen. x. p. 456, A. 

' See Athen. ii. p. 64, B. seq. 

* " Nihil plus efficies." Faber. Cf. Isocr. p. 41, B. Plato, Symp. p. 
217, C. Plut. 531. Soph. Rex, 919. Eur. Phcen. 563. Hippol. 284. 
Iph. A. 1383. Helen. 329. Lobeck, Ajax, p. 224. Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 90. 

* '* Una tecum irmmpam. in cedes." Bergler. 
" See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 37, obs. 2. 

' Cf. note on vs. 981, supra. 

' The name of several noted courtesans of antiquity. See Athen. 
xiii. p. 591, C. 583, B. 590, D. Here with a play on its other mean- 
ing, a toad. " Understand a nasty old woman." Faber. 

' " Die einen Scheffel Schminke auf ihren Kiefern hat.'' Droysm 
Kuster, the Scholiast, and Suidas understand it of her cheeks puff 
ed out like the sides of a flask. 

" See note on Nub. 366, and on vs. 79, supra, and Hermann, Viy, 
n. 34: 

" See note on Ttiesm. sm, and comp. vs. 1117, infra. 
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But nevertheless, if I suffer' aught from these strumpets^ by 
oftentimes^ sailing in hither, let them bury* me at the very 
mouth of the entrance ; and the surviving one,' having covered 
alive with pitch, and then having armed her two feet with 
lead all round about the ancles, let them place above, on the 
top of the mound, as a substitute ^ for a funeral vase. [Exit 
with the two old ivomeu.^ "' 

Maid-servant {entering from the banquet). happy 
pf'ople, and happy me, and my * mistress herself most happy, 
anil you, as many as stand at the doors, and all our neigh- 
bours, and our tribesmen, and I the servant in addition to 
these, who have my head anointed with excellent unguents, 
O Jove ! But the Thasian^ jars, again, far surpass all these ; 
for they abide in the head a long time ; whereas all the 
rest lose their bloom and fly off.'" Wherefore they are far 
the best, — far, certainly, ye gods ! Fill out pure wine : it 
will cheer the women the whole night, who select whatever 
has the most fragrance. Come, O ye women, point out to 
me my master, the husband of my mistress," where he is.'^ 

' " A well-known euphemism for die. Cf. Theocr. viii. 10. Melen- 
ger, Epigr. xvi. Aristoph. Vesp. 385." Brunck. 

- Hesychius : KaaaXpaq' nopvt] alaxpoTrotoe. 

' " TToWa iroXKaKig are two adverbs placed ik n-apaXX^Xov, like 
aviig av." Brunck. " TroWaKi£=fortasse, as in vs. 791." Hotibivt 
(Bothe). 

* See note on Ran. 169. 

' 1 have translated this passage agreeably to the opinions of the 
commentators, but with great doubts as to the correctness of thio 
view. I know of no passage where ftoXv^ioia takes an accusative, 
with the sense of phimbo munire. rii TriSe seems rather to depend on 
hriifivat, and /ioXu/35. to belong to irtpi rd a^vpa. 

" See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 130. 

' Here the scene changes to an open place in Athens. 

' An example of the ScAcma Colophonium. Cf. vss. 915, 1040. Pax, 
76, 269, 282, 893. Lys. 101, 1192. Aves, 273, 277. Kruger, Gr. Gr. 
^ 48, 6. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 88, 89. 

" See Plut. 1021. Lys. 196. Athen. i. p. 28 foil. p. 32, A. 

" " Doch all dasandre, schnell verbliiht, verfliegtimNu."X)royjen. 

" '' Her<B Tnea. So PI. 4, riji KtKrjj/iififj, hero." Brunck. Cf. Soph. 
Phil. 573, 778. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 316. 

" An example of "Anticipation." See note on Nub. 1148. Brunck 
refers to Horn. II. B. 409; N. 310. Od. A. 115. Taylor's Index 
Attic, ad Lysiam, p. 917. Add ve. 752, 770, 788, supra. Pax, 6Q4. 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 466, 
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Clio. We think you will find ' him if you remain here. 

Maid-ser. Most certainly ; for see ! ^ here he comes to 
the dinner! [Enter Master/] O master, O happy, O. thrice 
fortunate ! 

Master. I? 

Maid-ser. Yes you, by Jove, as never man was ! ' For 
who could be happier* than you, who alone of the citizens, 
being more than thirty thousand* in number, have not dined? 

Cho. You have certainly mentioned a happy raan.^ 

Maid-ser Whither, whither are you going ? 

Mast. 1 am going to the dinner. 

Maid-ser. By Venus, you are far the latest of all ! Never- 
theless, your vidfe bade' me take you with me and bring 
you, and these young women along with you. Some Chian 
wine is left, and the rest of the good things. Wherefore do 
not loiter ! And whoever of the spectators is favourable" to 
us, and whoever of the judges^ is not inclined to the other 

' See the examples cited in the note on Aves, 1653. 

' See note on Aves, 992. 

" Cf. Vesp. 150, 889, 1223. Plut. 24.7, 901. 

* Shakspeare, Hamlet, act v. sc. 2, " Why do we wrap thegentle- 
man in our more rawer breath? " Hen. VIII. act i. sc. 1, " 'Oiere is 
no English soul more stronger to direct you." Tempest, act i. sc. 2, 
"The duke of Milan, and his more braver daughter." Plautus, Me- 
naechm. Prol. 55, "Magis majores nugas egerit." See Kriiger, Gr. 

' Gr. § 49, 7, obs. 5. Thorn. M. p. 596. Hermann, Vig. n. 60. Blonif. 
ad Theb. 670. Monk, Hipp. 487. 

' See Athen. vi. p. 272, C. Mus. Crit. i. p. 541. Dawes, M. C. 
p. 180, ed. Kidd, and note on Vesp. 662. "See Bockh Staatah. 
der Athener, i. p. 36." Dindorf. 

' "Das Gliick des Mannes hast du deutlichst dargetlian." 
Uroysen. 

' See note on Equit. 1017. 

* " Porson (Hec. 788) corrects keJ tUv dearSiv wv tiq cvvovg ruyx"- 
VH, for that rvyxavui is not used without a participle of the substan- 
tive-verb. This has been sufficiently refuted by Erfuvdt, ibid. )). 
570. Schifer, Bos Ell. p. 785. Heindorf, Plato Gorg. p. 190, and 
others." Dindorf. We learn from Dobree's note on this passage, 
that Porson afterwards so far retracted this opinion, as to allow the 
omission of the participle in the Tragedians. With respect to the 
prose writers and comedians, he does not seem to have changed 
his opinion. The verbals in -roc, (such as aviofioTos, Med, 7.')3,) Do- 
bree considers as participles. 

' The critical juAges of the (ompctmg plays arc meant. 
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aide,' let him come with us ; foi" v,'e will provide all thinga. 
Will you not, then, kindly tell all, and oniit'^ nobody, but 
freely invite old man,^ youth, and boy ? for dinner is provided 
for them every one, — if they go away home.'' \^Exeunt Mas- 
ter and Maidservant.^ 

Cho. I will now hasten to the dinner. And see ! I also have 
this torch opportunely ! Why then do you keep loitering,'' 
and don't take these and lead them away ? And while you 
are descending 1 will sing you a song for the beginning of 
iinner.* [^To the spectators.^ I wish to make a slight sug- 
gestion to the judges : to the clever, to prefer' me, remember- 
ing my clever parts ; to those who laugh merrily, to prefer 
me on account of my jokes. Therefore of course I bid almost 
all to prefer me ; and that my lot should not be" any cause 
of detriment to me, because I obtained^ it first; but they 
ought to remember all these things and not violate their oaths, 
but always judge the choruses justly ; and not to resemble 
in their manners the vile harlots, who remember only who- 
ever happen to be '° the last comers. 

' " Favorem stium alicui accommodet, alio respieiens quam quo deceat." 
Faber. 

' The oil of the preceding ovkow belongs also to the firj of the fol- 
lowing line, so as to ="0w /ii) irapaXti^/nc. See note on vs. 1000, supra. 
Invernizius reads irapaXtu/'pc. But the Attici appear never to have 
used the 1st aor. act. of this verb. See Schai'er ad Gnomic, p. 148. 
Schol. Apoll. R. p. 407. Matthia (Gr. Or. p. 862) has written very 
crudely on this passage, as though it were an example of iirj with 
a future. See note on vs. 603, supra. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 58. ' A jest ?rapd irpoadoKiav. 

' Cf. vs. 853. Nub. 509. For a\\&, see note on Thesm. 230. 

• Cf. Aves, 639 

' " Fiir mich zu sein.'' Droysen. Cf Liddell's Lex. in voc. (fpi'i'w, ii. 

• The infinitive depends on vTroHitrBai (vs. 1154). "Nee sortem 
ttse causam nobis cujusquam mali, quod nempe ante ceteros sorte diictut in 
icenam prodii." Bergler. As many plays had to be exhibited on the 
same day, the several competitors had to decide by lot in what 
order their pieces should b; exhibited. We learn from this passage 
that Aristophanes' chorus drew the firct lot. 

' r]\Civ 5rpoei\i)x«. So Eur. Hippol. 244, aiSovfii^a to. XiXeyutva 

/loi. Cf. Ran. 213. Aves, 1262, 1263. Plut. 280. Pax, 558, 559. Eur. 
Helen. 657. El. 608. Hippol. 1055. Hec. 794, 795. Kruger, Gr. Gr. 
§ 61, 2, obs. 1, and obs. 2. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 415. Lobeck, Ajax, 
vs. 191. Monk, Hippol. 268. Person, Praef. Hec. p. xxvi. and ad 
Hec. 968. Hermann, Vig. n. 138. For this form of the perfect, wo 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 28, 10, obs. 5. 

'• See Bernhardy, VV. S. p. -323, and note on Vcsp. 1318. 
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1 ST Sem'-Ciioeus. Oh ! oh ! ' 'tis time now, O dear women, to 
retire to the dinner, if we are to finish the business.* There- 
fore do you also move your feet in the Cretan^ fashion. 

2nd Semichokus. I am doing so. 

1st Sejiiohobus. And these hollow flanks now with your 
leps to the rhythm ! for presently there will come an oystei-- 
saltfish-skate-shark-remainder-of-heads-dressed-with-vinegar- 
laserpitium-leek-mixed-with-honey- thrush-blackbird - pigeon- 
dove - roasted - cock's - brains - wagtail - cushat - hare-stewed-in- 
new-wine-and- seasoned-with-green-corn-with - its - shoulders- 
fricassee.* So do you, having heard this, quickly and speedi- 
ly take a bowl. And then make haste and take pea-soup, 
that you may feast upon it. 

2nd SEinCHORUS. But perhaps they are greedy. 

Cho. Eaise yourselves aloft ! io ! ev» ! We will dine, 
evoe ! evse ! evse ! for the victory : * evae ! evae ! evae ! evae ! ' 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 74. "' " Comp. vs. 148, supra. 
' Cf. Athen. i. p. 22, B. v. p. 181,1.!. " Cretico rhytlimo."' Brunch. 
So Droysen. 

* The above monstrous word in the original consists of seventy- 
seven sj'Uables. For similar long cora-ic compounds, cf. Lys. 457, 
458. Vesp. 505, 520. So Philoxenus (ap. Athen. xiv. p. 643), Trvpo- 
l5pofio\evKeptl3iv^oaKav^ovfiiKOiToaSvl^pMfiaToiravTavafiiKTOv. Prati- 
nas (ap. Athen. xiv. p. 617, E.), XaXo/SapuTrapa/itXopuS/uo/Saray. 
Shakspeare, Love's Labour Lost, act v. sc. 1, " I marv<el thy master 
hath not eaten thee for a word; for thou art not so long by the 
head as IwnorificabUitudinitatihus." This is outdone by Rabelais' 
^^ Aiitipericatanuitaaiiaparbeugedainphicribrationts.''^ See Mehlhorn, Gr. 
Gr. p. 32, note. 

' See Porson ap. Kidd on Dawes, M. C. p. 584. 

• Cf. Lys. 1292. 
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PLUTUS. 



DRAMATIS PERSON. 5i 

CHREMYLUS. 

CAIUO (servant of Chrcmylus). 

CHORUS OF COUNTRY-PEOl-LE 

FLUTUS (the god of riches). 

BLEPSIDEMUS. 

POVERTY. 

WIFE O* CHREMYIA'S 

JUST MAN. 

INFORMER. 

OLD WOMAN. 

YOUNG MAN. 

MERCURY. 

F&IEST OF JUFITEK. 



THE ARGUMENT 



"The Plutus, according to an indubitable tradition, was tvhcf 
brought upon the stage ; first, in the year 408, b. c, in the Archun- 
ship of Diodes, and then, in the year 388, b. c, in the Archonship 
of Antipater. In its second representation, the Plutus contended 
successfully against the " Lacedsemonians " of Nicochares, the 
" Admetus " of Aristomenes, the " Adonis " of Nicophon, and the 
" Pasiphae " of Aleseus. The Greek Scholiasts frequently assert 
that our present text is the^si Plutus. This view is in decided con- 
tradiction to the play itself, which contains numerous allusions to 
the times of the Archon Antipater. The opinion of later philologers, 
which has been sanctioned by the great authority of Hemsterhiiis, 
represents our present text as a riffaccimento of the two editions. 
But recent investigations have completely refuted this position. 
We therefore may confidently assume that the Plutus we have be- 
fore us is just in the state in which Aristophanes in the latter years 
of his life brought it on the stage." Droysen. See the Scholiast on 
vs. 173. The argument is simply this: — Chremylus, a poor, but 
just man, consults the Delphic oracle about his son, whether he 
ought not to be instructed in injustice and knavery, and the other 
arts whereby worldly men acquired riches. The god answered him 
nothing plainly, but merely told him he was to follow whomsoever 
he should first light upon on leaving the temple. The first person 
he meets with is a blind old man. This turns out to be Plutus, the 
god of riches, whom Jupiter had deprived of his eyesight in order 
that he might no longer distinguish between the just and the un- 
just. By the help of iEsculapius, Plutus is restored to the use of 
his eyes. Whereupon all the just are made rich, and the unjust 
reduced to indigence. In an artistic point of view, the Plutus must 
rank as by far the lowest of the existing works of Aristophanes. 
Ill its absence of persoiial interest, and its sparingness of persopul 
aatire, it appro ji mates more nearly to a whimsical allegory than « 
proper comedy. 



PLUTUS. 



SCKNE- -The front of a farm-house with a road hading to it. 
A blind old man is seen followed at some distance lit, 
Chremylus and his servant Cario. ' 

Cario. Uovr troublesome • a thing it is, Jupiter and ye 
gods, to be the slave of a crazy master ! For if the servant 
should happen to have given the best advice, and it should 
seem fit to his master not to do this, it must be that the ser- 
vant share the evils ;2 for fortune suffers -.ot the natural 
owner to be master of his person, but the purchaser. And so 
much for this.' But Loxias* who prophesies from his tripod 
of beaten gold I censure with this just censure, because being 
a physician and a clever soothsayer, as they say, he has sent 
away my master melancholy-mad,^ who is fcaowing behind'' 
a blind man, acting contrary to what it became him to do ; for 
we who see lead the blind ; whereas he follows him, and compels 
me besides ; and that too without even' answering a syllable" 
at all. Therefore it is not possible for me to hold my 

*'Theogn. 335, apyaXeov tppovkovra Trap dibooat ttoW dyopF.viiv. 

' Philemon ap. Stob. Serm. Ixii. 2, 

KUKov iari vovkijj htairorriQ irparTuiv KaKwQ' 
fltrk^itv avdyKT] Tuiv KaKun' yap yiyvtrai. 

' " Et haec quidem sic se habent. Lat. et haec quidem hactetiua." 
Fiiclter. Cf. Ayes, 800. jEsch. Prom. V. 500. 

* Called by Cicero (Divin. ii. 56) " Flexiloqua." 

' " Ganz von Sinnen." Droysen. "So veil scnwarzer Galle." Voit. 

" See Moeris, Lex. p. 240, ed. Pierson. For obtiq, see note on 
Thesm. 544. Herod- i. 45, oina^i Se t'lVfro oi o ipovtvs. ibid- i. t\>, 
irrovTo oi 'oiriaSe, See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 98. 

' Most MSS. and editions read airoicptvoiiivov. The Ravenna M S. 
tTroKoiviifvifi. Dindorf's reading is from the conjecture of Bentley, 

• Ct. Antl'jhanes ap. Athen. viii, p. 343, A. 
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tongue, unless you tell me, master, for (vhat in the world wo 
are following this man, but I'll give you trouble; for you 
will not beat ' me while I wear the chaplet. 

Che. No, by Jove, but if you trouble me in any way, I'll 
do it when I have taken away your cliaplet, that you may 
grieve the more. 

Ca. Nonsense ! for I will not cease until you tell me who in 
tlie world this is ; for I ask it, being exceedingly welP dis- 
posed to you. 

Chr. Well then, I will not hide it from you, for I do 
believe you to be the most faithful of my domestics, and — tlie 
anantest thief.^ I, though a religious and just man, was 
unprosperous and poor. 

Ca. In truth I know it. 

Chk. While others, sacrilegious persons, demagogues, and 
informers, and villains, were rich. 

Ca. I believe '' you. 

Chk. So I went to the god to consult him, thinking that 
my own life,^ unhappy man, had now nearly been wasted 
away, but to ask about my son,'^ who is my only one,' if lie 

' This is the Attic form. See Moer. Lex. p. 373,' ed. Piersoii. 
Tliom. M. p. 860. Lobeck, Phiyn. p. 764. irv-^n is Homeric, though 
found also in ^sch. Eiim. 151. Aristotle (Pol. ii. 9, 9) has even 
tTviTTriaa, but this is un-Attic. " The chaplet which he is wearing 
from his visit to Delphi makes his person sacred, and secures him 
from blows." Droysen. 

^ Porson cites rux"" ''"^C> Timocles ap. Athen. viii. p. 339. Forte 
temere, Liv. x. 43. Una simul, Terent. Heaut. vi. 30. Rursus denuo. 
Plant. Pffinul. Prolog. 79. Cf. also Pax, 1302. 

' irapa TrpoaSoidav. For this irregular form of the adjective, see 
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 12, 5, ohs., " Vide J. Taylor, ad ^sch. v;. Ctesi- 
pliont. p. 652, et J. Upton, Observ. in Shaksp. p. 161." Poraon. 

Den verschwiegensten." Droysen. 

' " TnaTivuj." Scholiast. Cf. vs. 251, infra. 

* Cf. Nub. 1202. Ach. 910. So Hor. Sat. i. 4, 22, " mea scripts 
timentis." " Concluding indeed the quiver of my miserable days to he al- 
most shot out." Fielding. 

• The construction is precisely the same as in Nub. 1148, Kai ftot 
Tov v'lbv, et iiiiidSt)Kt t'ov Xoyov tKilvov, tiir't. In both v'lbv is an ex- 
ample of " Accusativus de quo," as in Eur. Iph. A. 739, (ed. Har- 
tung,) i^iaropriaiiiv tijii fioxSrov 'EKKdSog. See Eccles. 356. Ran. 1454. 
Miis. Crit. i. p. 532. Bast, Greg. Cor. p. 127, 128; and is transferred 
to the former member of the sentence by " Anticipation." See note 
on Nub. 1158. Eccles. 1126. " 33-38, from Hesiod, Op. et D. 268." 
Porton. ' Comp. Eccles. 353. 
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ought to change his habits and be knavish, unjust, nothing 
good ; ' since I thought this very thing to be advantageous for 
life. 

Ca. What tlien did Phoebus proclaim from amongst hig 
chaplets ? ^ 

Che. You shall hear: for the god told me this plainly; 
whomsoever I should first meet with* on going out,'' him he bid 
me* never let go, but prevail on him to accompany me home. 

Ca. And whom then did you first meet witli ? 

Chr. With this man. 

Ca. Then did you not understand the meaning of the god, 
when it directed you, O most stupid, in the plainest terms, 
to educate^ your son after the fashion of the country ? 

Chr. By wliat' do you judge of this ? 

Ca. It is evident that even a blind man fancies he knows 
this,* that it is very advantageous to practise no virtue in 
these times. 

Chr. It is not possible that the oracle inclines to this," but 
to something else of greater moment. But if this fellow 
tell us who in the world he is, and on account of what, and 
in want of what he came hither with us, we might under- 
stand what our oracle '" means. _^ 

' See Person, Praef. Hec. p. xxiv. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. \ 61, 8, obs. 3, 
and of. Thesm. 394. 
' An allusion to the chaplets worn by the Pythoness. 
' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 14, obs. 4. 

• " E temp!o effressus." Fischer. 

• See note on Equit. 1017, and on Vesp. 416. 

• " That your son should pursue the manners of his country." Kie'iliiif. 
So Kuster, Bergler, Fischer, and Droysen. It wouhl have beuii m 
well if some one of these writers had quoted a similar instance o/ 
tppdZtiv aoi rbv v'lov aaKiiv^ k. t. \. 

■ See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 103. 

' " Es ist klar, ein Blinder selbst muss das ja einsehn." Droyfen. 
Mr. Seager's interpretation (Class. J. No. iii. p. 505) is simply an 
impossible one. Eccles. 1127, viuv av i^evpeTv SoKeig. 

' Antiphanes (ap. Athen. x. p. 449, A.), ^v 0' i yp'iipos ivTaiSa 
ps-jrwv. 

" A common case of "Anticipation," as in vss. 35, 56, 72. See 
notes on Nub. 1148. Eccles. 1126. Of course it has no resemblance 
whatever to Virgil's " TTrbem quam statuo vestra est; " which is a 
case of Inverted Assimilation, as in vs. 200, infra. See note on 
Lys. 408. Eccles. 415, i)v ydo ■Kaoiyutri at Kvaipfjs x^''*'*'*^C) wXtvplric 
«iiiv' av \a/3oi. 
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Ca.. {to Plutus). Come now, do you declare yourself, wlio 
you are, before I do what comes next.' You must be very 
quick about speaking. 

Plu. a plague take you ! ^ 

Ca. {to Chrem.). Do you understand whom he professes 
himself to be ? 

Cue. He says this to you, not to me ; for you inquire of him 
uncouthly and roughly. But Ito Plutiis] if you take any 
pleasure in the manners of a man of honour, tell me ! 

Plu. Go, hang yourself ! 

Ca. Take* the man, and omen of the god. 

Chr. By Ceres, you certainly shall not any longer escape* 
unpunished ! 

Ca. For unless you will tell us, I will kill you, you wretcU 
in a wretched way.^ 

Plu. Good sirs, depart from me. 

Che. Not a whit.^ 

Ca. Well now, what I say, is best, master : I'll kill this fel- 
low in a most wretched way ; for I will set him up on'' some 
precipice and leave him and go away, that he may fall and 
break his neck. 

Che. Well, up with him quickly. 

Plu. By no means. 

Che. Will you not tell us then ? 

' " Come on, th(ju first declare thyself, or I 
Do what shall follow." Wheelwright. 

" Bevor Ich waiter mit dir verfahre." Droysen. 
Kuster refers to Eur. Phoen. 1204. Ion, 256, for similar phrases. 

' Cf. vs. 62, infra. Vesp. 584. On the contrary, the regular use 
in the Tragic writers is \kynv riva xa'pf'", einnv riva sXauv, with 
the accusative. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 124. 

'An intentional ambiguity, Sixov as applied to ooviv means accept. 
See Kriiger on Xenoph. Anab. i. 8, 17. " It is a bad omen that the 
man promised by Apollo speaks of nothing but plagues and hang- 
ing." Droysen. 

* See note on Thesm. 1094. Cf. Equit. 235, 828. 

• See note on Eccles. 730. For a-jro a 6\(2, see note on Ran. 1047 
' See Arist. Cocalus, Fragm. iii., and note on Ran. 1456. 

' For this accumulation of participles, cf. vs. 318 — 321, infra 
Eccles. 536—538. Aves, 759, 1086, 1364, 1521, 1609, 1613, 1624. Ran 
467, 468, 543, 773, 775, 1097. Pax, 1020. Acharn. 275. Lys. 106, 
SOS. Thesm. 655. Equit. 856. Plato, Euthyph. p. 9, A. ; Meuex. p 
2*3, C. ; Rep. ii. p. 366, A. Antiph, p. US, 7. Thuc. iv. 38. KrUger 
Gr. Gr. § 56, 15. obs. 2 
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Plu. But II you learn wjio I am, I well know that you will 
do me some mischief, and not let me go.' 

Cur. By the gods will we, if you wish it. 

Plu. Then first let me go. 

Chr. Lo ! we let you go. 

Pld. Hear now; for, as it seems, I must speak what 1 
was''^ prepared to conceal : I am Plutus. 

Chk. O most abominable of all men ! did you hold your 
tongue then, you Plutus ? ^ 

Ca. You Plutus, so wretchedly circumstanced ? 

Chr. O Phcebus Apollo, and ye gods and daemons, and 
Jove, what do you say ? Are you really he ? 

Plu. Yes. 

Chr. He himself? 

Plu. His very self.'' 

Chr. Whence then, tell us, come you so squalid ? 

Plu. I come from the house of Patrocles,* who has not 
washed himself since he was born. 

Chr. But how did you suffer this mishap?" Declare it 
to me. 

Plu. Jupiter treated me in this manner through envy to- 
wards mankind. For when I was a boy,' I threatened that I 

' ipyaa€aSi . . . afiiaerov. So Eccles. 1087, 'iXfovTe av aTreKvaUri. 

' This was the old Attic form. See Elmsley, Prsef. Soph. Rex, p. 
xii. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 38, 2, obs. I. But not invariably j). See 
Hermann, Eiir. Ale. 665. Prief. Soph. Rex, P-xiii. 

' Acharn. 558, ravri av ToX/ife Trrw^of Siv ri/iae Xkyav ; you beggar. 
Cf. ib. 578, 593. Nub. 929, 1249. Aves, 911, H31. Eur. Hippol. 
1084. Iph. A. 304, ed. Hartung. 

* Plant. Trinum, iv. 2, 144. Syc. " Ipsus es?" Ch. " Ipsus, in- 
quani, Charmides sum." Svc. "Ergo ipsusne es?" Ch. " Ipsis- 
airnus." So vs. 182, jionirarof. See Thom. M. p. 128, and note on 
Thesm. 73S. 

» According to the Scholiast, a wealthy Athenian, who, from 
parsimony, " affected a Spartan mode of living," being too miserly 
to attend the public baths. VLaTQOKkiovg iptioiuXoTipoq afterwards be- 
came a proverb to express the utmost meanness and avarice. " Pro- 
bably son of Charidemus and half-brother of Socrates, whom Aris- 
tophanes ridicules in his ITeXapyoi (Frag. 386, ed. Dindorf) as a 
dirty niggard. The public baths were too dear for such people. 
See Nub. 837." Droyam. Cf. Aves, 1554, 790. 

• His blindness. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. } 58, 1, obs. 2, and note on vs. 292, tnfnt 
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would go to the just, and^ wise, and well-behaved alone. 
So he made me blind, that I might not distinguish any of 
these. So much does he envy the good. 

Chr. And yet he is honoured by the good and the just 
alone. 

Plu. I grant you. 

Chr. Come, what then ? if you were to recover your sight 
again, just as formerly,' would you now shun the wicked? 

Plu. Certainly. 

Chr. But would you go to the just ? 

Plu. Most assuredly ; for I have not seen* them for a long 
time.'' 

Chr. And no wonder too ; for neither iave I, who see. 

Plu. Now let me go ; for now you know all about me.''' 

Cur. No, by Jove ! but so much the more will we keep 
hold of you. 

Plu. Did I not say that you would ' cause me trouble ? 

CiiR. And do you, I beseech you, comply, and do not 
abandon me; for you v/ill never* find a man better in his 
morals than I, if you search. No. by Jove I for there is no 
other " save me. 

' In the oratin obli/itia the Attics use the future optative where the 
future indicative would be used in the oratio recta. See Harper's 
Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 150. Mus. Crit. i. p. 523. Kruger, 
Gr. Gr. § 54, 8, obs. 6. 

^ A violation of Sharp's canon : for he evidently intends to make 
three classes. Cf. vs. .387, infra. So Aves, 590, oi Kvlirtq icni J/^vfc- 
Add Pax, 556. Thesm. 191. Ran. 444. Eccles. 198, 703, 750. Triphales, 
Fragm. vii. The Attics neglect it wherever the neglect is not likely 
to cause any mistake or obscurity. 

' See note on Pax, 350. 

' " See Porson on Dawes, M. C. p. 369, ed. Kidd." Dobree. 

' Thesm. 806, Trpoc ' kfnarafidxriv ci )(fi6vov iroXXou. Plato, Phaed. 
'nit. avxvov xpovou. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 139. In Plut. 1041, 
and Vesp. 1476, Aristophanes uses oid ttoXKou x.oovod. In the pre- 
sent passage Porson proposed ttoXXou airb xpovov. But this phrase 
is no wl ere found in Aristophanes, neither is it suitable for the pas- 
sage, lleis telling /or how long, not how long ago, this was the case. 

" " Denn ihr wisset meine Geschichte nun." Drnysen. See Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p. 221. 

' " fiiXkui mostly has the force of oui werden, soiien, mvssen.' 
nermann regards it as merely an auxiliary verb. " Wiirdet rair 
Utnstande maohen." Droysen. 

' Of course en belongs to tipfiffets. ' i.e. no other honest man. 
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Plu. They all say this : but when they actually get jios- 
eesaion of me, and become wealthy, they absolutely exceed all 
bounds in their wickedness. 

CiiR. So it is : yet all are not wicked. 

Plu. No, by Jove, not all, but all without exception. ' 

Ca. You shall suffer^ for it severely. 

Chr. And that you may know how many blessings you 
will have, if you stay with us, give your attention, that you 
may hear, ror I think, I think, — with god's permission^ it 
shall be spoken, — that 1 shall free you from this* bliniiess, 
having made you see. 

Pld. By no means do this ; for I do not wish to recover 
my sight again. 

Chr. What do 3'ou say ? 

Ca. This fellow is a born* miserable. 

Plu. I know indeed that Jupiter would destroy me, if he 
were to hear of the follies of these men.^ 

Chk. But does he not do this now, who suffers you to go 
about stumbling ?' 

Plu. I know not ; but I dread him exceedingly. 

' "Not all, but one and all." Wheelwright. " Non herch omnet 
modoj sed ad unum omnes simul." Brunck. 

" The future olfuoiiD is never found in Attic writers. See Monk, 
A\c. 645. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 40. 

= From Eur. Med. 625. See Viger, p. 641. "Synes. Epist. 131, 
aiv diif tiprjnBiii." Bergler. Cf. Ran. 553. Pax, 1187. So Tlieoc. vii. 
12, ttiv Moiaatai, by the favour of the Muses. Id. ii. 28, cvv Saiiiovi, 
auxiliante deo. 

* This belongs to \he first edition of the Pluttis. " Instead of this 
verse, according to the Scholiast, his second edition had riJQ Ju/t- 
topai ravTjjQ ai naiaiiv, ?J a' tx"- ' P'^'on. 

' " Geboren ist zuin Elend dieser Mensch." Droysen. 

^ T!'>is harsh and disordered construction can scarcely have pro- 
ceeded from Aristophanes. The passage would seem to be made up 
from the various readings of the two editions. " The Aldine Scho- 
liast informs us that this passage was altered in the second edition of 
the Plutus. But whether he himself had before his eyes liril or t/i' 
ii, is uncertain." Porson. For similar instances of disordered con- 
struction, gf. vs. 369, 492, infra. Aves, 99, 144. Vesp. 1179. Nub. 
379,1061. Equit. 744, 745, 1080, 1081. Ran. 31, 32. Eccles. 170,1049. 

' " The sense is : noime vera hoc Jupiter fecit, qui te ila oberrare sinit, 
^corpus, aut pedes, offendas, impingasi " Beck. Lucian in his Timon 
has borrowed a great deal from Aristophanes. In c. 24, he sayi 
i.vt> Karu) vXavd'iiai ntpivoaTuiv, For bane, see note on Thesm. 

a Y 
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Che. What really, O you most cowardly of all deities?' 
For do you suppose the sovereignty^ of Jove and his thunder- 
bolts would be worth a three-obol piece,^ if you shoilld reco- 
ver your sight, if it were but for a short time ? 

Plu. Ah ! say not so, you wretch ! 

Chr. Be quiet ;■• for I will demonstrate you to be far more 
p<;werful than Jupiter. 

Plu. Me? 5 

Chr. Aye, by heaven. For, for example,* through whom 
does Jupiter rule the gods ? 

Ca. Through money, for he has most of it. 

Chr. Come, who then is it that supplies "^ him with this ? 

Ca. This person here. 

Chr. And through whom do men sacrifice to him ? is it 
not through him ? . 

Ca. And, by Jupiter, they pray openly ' to be rich. 

Chr. Is not he then the cause, and might he not easily put 
an end to this, if he wished ? 

Plu. Why so ?' why pray ? 

Chr. Because '" no man would any longer sacrifice, either 
ox or barley-cake, or any thing else whatever, if you were 
not willing. 

' " Wahrhaftig ? O furchtsamster aller Damonen du ! 
Was? glaubst du es wiirde Zeus Regiment und Donnerkeil 
Noch einen Obolus gelten, wenn du je einmal 
Noch sehend wurdest, war's auch nur auf kurze Zeit." Droysm. 
For dXtidis, see Thorn. M. p. 311. 

^ " Parodied from iEsch. P. V. 10." Spanheim. 

' Plautus, Poen. i. 2, 168, " Nam egj sum homo trioboli." 

' See note on Thesm. 230. 

' " Sc. ai> aiTodei^ete ij^k rov Aibg ttoKv fiiiZov Svvaa^ai; " FucAer. 

' "Zum Exempel." Droysen. See Viger, p. 393. "This cate- 
chising is completely in the manner of the sophistical toaching of 
the times, and has its parallels in other comedies and in the Dia- 
logues of Plato." Droysen. For this use ot Sid, see Bernhardy, W. 
S. p. 237. 

' Comp. vss. 519, 824, 1097. Aves, 60, 95. Nub. 12«0. 

* "avTiKpvQ, palam." Fischer. Cf. Thesm. 296. Pax, 1320 Juvenal, 
Sat. X. 23. 

=* Cf. Nub. 755. 

'" According to Person (Hec. 112) 8n is never elided by the ccmit 
V'riters. Kruger (tir. Gr. 2nd Part, § 12, 2, obs. 10) says in ii 
never elided by the Attics, though occasionally in Homer and Theo- 
critus. Cf. ibid. § II, 3, obs. 3. See Ach. 516. Equit. 101. N^b. 
1223. Lvs 611. Thesra. 27». Hvi. 1386. 
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Plu. How? 

Chr. How? it is not possible for him to purcliase it. I 
ween, unless you yourself be present ' and give him the money ; 
8o that you alone will put down the power of Jove, if he annoy 
you in any way. 

Plu. What do you say ? do they sacrifice to him through me ? 

Chr. Certainly. And, by Jupiter, if there be any thing 
magnificent and beautiful or agreeable to men,^ it is through 
you : for all things are subservient ' to riches. 

Ca. I, in truth, have become a slave on account of a tri- 
fling sum of money,* because I was not equally rich as others. 

Che. And they say that the Corinthian courtesans, when 
any poor man tries them, do not even pay any attention to 
him, but if a rich man try, that they irmnediately turn any 
thing to * him. 

Ca. And they say that the boys do this very thing, not for 
their lovers', but the money's sake. 

Chr. Not the better sort, but the catamites ; for the better 
sort do not ask for money. 

Ca. What then? 6 

Chr. One asks for a good horse, another hunting dogs.' 

Ca. For, perhaps, being ashamed to ask for money, they 
gloss over^ their wickedness by a false name. 

' Horace, Sat. ii. 3, 68, " Rejecti praeda, quam prsesens Mercu- 
rius fert." 
- Cf. Pindar, Olymp. xiv. 6. 
^ Thus Euripides in the PhcenissiB, 1. 442, 

Ta XP^'lh^~' CtV^ptOTTOKTl TlflLWraTOf 

Avvafiiv re TrXci'oTqv Tuv Iv dv^pb)7rotg *x^*- 
Horace, Sat. ii. 3, 94, 

" Oninis res. 
Virtus, fama, decus, divina, humanaque pulchris 
Divitiis parent." 

F.lnisley (Heracl. 287) proposed tou ttXovtCiv, since vvriKooQ mostly 
governs a genitive. 

' See Xenoph. Mem. ii. 6, 2. 

« See Bemhardy, W. S. p. 215. 

• " W Sai; was sonstf was dennf Arist. Plut. 156, airovaiv oi* 
dpyvpiov oi xpio^oi. Ch. ti Sai ; quid igitur aliiidl Cf. vs. 905. Aves, 
1451, 1640. Nub. 491. Vesp. 1212. Ach. 764." Hermann. 

' " Einen Zug Jagdhunde." Droysen. 

• " Under a specious name they veil their guilt." WAeelwri/M. 
Cicero, Orat. iii. 39, " Quandoquidem iste circumvestit dictis." 

2 13 
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Chr. And all arts and clever contrivances among men have 
been invented through you. For one of them sits and makes 
shoes ; and some other one is a smith,' and another a carpen- 
ter ; another is a goldsmith, having received gold from you ; 
another, by Jove, steals clothes ; another is a housebreaker ; 
another is a fuller 5^ ancther washes fleeces; another is a 
tanner ; another sells onions ; another, having been detected 
as an adulterer, is depillated through you. 

P1.TJ. Ah me, miserable ! this has been unknown to me 
this long while. 

Ca. And does not the Great King pride himself through 
him ? And is not the Assembly held through him ? But how ? 
— do you not man the triremes ? tell me. And does not he 
support the mercenaries in Corinth ?* And will not Pamphi- 
lus^ suffer through him? And will not the " Needle-seller"^ 
ilong with Pamphilus ? And does not Agyrrhius * fart through 

' " Under pretence of running through the different trades and 
occupations of men, he points with his finger at certain persons 
amongst the spectators, whom he taxes with theft," &c. Madam 
Dacier. p'or 'irepoi ri£, see note on Pax, 831. 

' yva(pevti is Dawes' correction for Kva(pivei, as Aristophanes does 
not lengthen short syllables before kv. Moreover, Kvafiiu belongs 
to the old Attic, while yvatpivti is the later Attic in vogue in the 
time of the Phitus. But see Dobree's note on this passage. 

' An allusion to the war with Sparta, maintained by Athens 
Thebes, Argos, and Corinth, under Iphicrates, Chabrias, Polystra- 
tus, and Callias. It broke out 01, 96, 2, after the return of Age- 
silans from Asia, and was carried on for six years, chiefly in the 
Corinthian territory. See Pausan. Lacon. iii. 9, 6 ; iv. 17, 3. Xe- 
noph. Hellen. iv. 2. It was terminated by the peace of Antalcidas, 
01. 98, 2. 

' " Pamphilns, a distinguished Athenian, (Lysias, c. Alcib. p. 294, 
ed. Bekker,) had, according to the statement of the Scholiast, appro- 
priated some of the public money, and been punished on that ac- 
count by banishment and confiscation: an anachronism, probably, 
of twenty years. Pampliilus had been sent at this time to .^gina 
as general. Being closely hemmed in by the Spartans, he prayed 
for assistance. The expense of such an expedition hindered tlie 
carrying out of the decree which had been made for his relief, and 
it was not till five months afterwards that assistance came to him." 
Droi/ssn. 

° The nickname of a person well known to tne audience. Ho 
was a parasite of Pamphilus. 

* See note on Eccles. 102. " An upstart, through the favour of 
thj people admiral in the year 389 after Thrasybulus, enriched 
through some rather equivocal state- employments, and insolent on 
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him? And \_to Ptutus] does not Philepsius' relate fables on 
account of you ? And is not the alliance^ with the Egyptians 
tlirough you. And does not Lais, through you, love Thi- 
lonides?^ And the tower of Timotheus'' 

Chk. May it fall upon you. And [<o Plutni] are 

not all our affairs transacted through you? For you alone* 
are the cause of all, both of our miseries and our blessings, be 
well assured. 

Ca. At any rate, in wars also, they always conquer, upon 
whom he only sits down."* 

Plu. Am I able, single as I am, to eiFect so many things ? 

Chk. And, by Jupiter, far more than these ; so that no one' 

account of liis riches, ' a^ a well-fed ass.' Demosthenes, however, 
in his speech against Timocrates, speaks of him as an honourable 
man, well inclined to the people, and very solicitous for the public 
weal." Draysen. 

' " Philepsius, like Agyrrhius, was one of the statesmen of that 
period, and not, as the Scholiasts relate, a buffoon. According to 
the speech of Ijemosthenes referred to above, he was condemned 
for embezzling the public money. In his defence he may have in- 
vented some stories, in order to account for the disappearance of 
the money out of the treasury." Droysen. 

' " This alliance was sought by the Egyptians for that insurrec- 
tion of theirs against the Persians, of which Isocrates (in Panegyr.) 
makes mention, and in consequence of which a ^protracted war 
arose, in which three years later Cyprus also took part." Droysen. 

^ Of Philonides little is known, except that he was a native of 
Melita, and a rich and profligate character. Athenasus (xiii. p. 
592) says expressly that Nate ought to be read in place of Aaif m 
this passage {ypaTrrkov Naif, Kai ov Aatg) ; and from Lysias (c. Plii- 
lonidem, Iragm. 130, p. 33, ed. Reiske) we learn that Philonides' 
mistress was Nais, and not Lais, and that the relations of Nais em- 
ployed Lysias to conduct a prosecution against him for using her 
ill. The commentators state that Lais would at this time be only 
fourteen years of age. But chronological arguments are of little 
avail with our present text of the Plutus, as what we now possess is 
merely a rifaccimento of the two editions. 

* "The son of the celebrated Conon. lie built himself a kind of 
a tower to dwell in, in the middle of the city, which might appear 
rather to be an aiming at a tyranny than in accordance with repub- 
lican equality." Droysen. 

» Cf. Equit. 352. Theocr. xv. 137. Thorn. M. p. 620. Schneide- 
(rin, Prsef. in Hyperid. Oral. p. xvii. 

* " Auf aeren Seite dieser die Schaale sinken macht." Droyren. 
" Into whose scale this gentleman throws himself." Fielding, 

' Menandiir, yvtni jrwvancoj oviiv irwjroTe iia<j)tf>ci. The Qreeki 
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has ever at any time been sated of you. For of all the rest 
there is ' a satiety. Of love, 

Cl. Of bread, 

Chr. Of music, 

Ca. Of sweetmeats, 

Chr. Of honour, , 

Ca. Of cheesecakes, 

CiiR. Of manly virtue, 

Ca. Of dried figs, 

Chr. Of ambition, 

Ca. Of barley-cake, 

Chr. Of military command, 

Ca. Of lentil-broth.2 

Chr. But of you' no one has ever at any time been sated. 
Hut if any one get thirteen talents, so much the more does ha 
desire to get sixteen. And if he accomplish this, he wishes 
for forty, or he says his life is not worth'' living. 

Plu. In truth you appear to me to speak exceedingly well ; 
but one thing only I fear. 

Chr. Tell us, what about. 

PlTj. How I shall become master of this power which* you 
say I have. 

say either ovSdc irioirort (which is much more frequent) or ovSits 
vvfnriaTOTi (as in vs. 193, 420), never oliStiQ oviroTe. Cf. vs. 236, 241, 
•14.5. Vesp. 1226. Nub. 637. Equit. 569. Thuc. i. 70. Xenoph. Anab. 
i. 3,5; i. 7, 11 ; i. 9, 19. Cyrop. iii. 2, 15. Mem. i. 1, 10. CEcon. ii. 
11. Plato, Tim. p. 29, E. Demosth. (ed. Bvemi), § 107, § 203, § 219, 
§ 244, § 246, § 251, § 271, § 279. 

' Parodied from Homer, II. N. 636, 

'KavTo>v fiiv Kopog torj, Ka'i vttvov Kal tptXoTTjrogM 

' Chremylus rises in a regular climax from love and music to 
military glory ; the slave, in as direct an anticlimax, comes from 
bread, sweetmeats, &c., down to lentil-broth. 

' Juvenal, xiv. 139, " Crescit amor nummi quantum ipsa pecunia 
crescit." 

* " Sonst sei ''H" das Leben, sagt er, nicht mehr lebenswerth." 

Droysen. 
Cf. vs. 969, infra. Eur. Hippol. 821, 867. Ion, 670. Ennius ap. 
Ciceron. Lael. 6. .ffisch. Fals. Leg. p. 191, ed. Reiske. Ciceru, 
Oral. ii. 6, " Vita non vitalis." Similarly ov Piuxri/iov, Eur. Heraci. 
60b. Soph. Antig. 566. Cf. Mus. Grit. ii. p. 122. 

* For this construction, see note on Lys.iOS, and Bernhardt '*■ 
& p. 303- 
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Chr. Yes, by Jove, you shall! But even all say' chat 
wealth is a most' timid thing. 

Plu. By no means ; but some housebreaker has calumni- 
ated me. For having once crept into the ' house, he was not 
able to get any thing, having found every thing locked up ; so 
then he called my forethought cowardice. 
• Chr. Let nothing trouble you ■* now ; for if you be a zeal- 
ous man yourself in the business, I'll make you more sharp- 
sighted than Lynceus. 

Put. How then will you be able to do this, mortal as you are ? 

Chr. I have some good hope from what Phoebus himself 
told me, having shaken the Pythian laurel. 

Plu. And was he then privy to this ? 

Chr. Certainly. 

Plu. Take care ! 

Chr. Do not be at all concerned, my good sir ; fof I, be 
well assured of this, wiU accomplish this myself, even if I 
must die for it. 

Ca. And I too, if you wish it. 

Chr. And many others* will be our allies, as many as had 
no bread, though they were just. 

Plu. Deary me ! you tell us of miserable allies. 

Chk. Not so, if they become rich again as before. But do 
you [to Carlo'] go and run quickly 

Ca. What am I to do ? Tell me. 

Chr. Call my fellow-labourers, — and you will probably 
find them working hard in the fields, — that each, being prt- 
sent here, may share an equal portion with us of this Plutus. 

Ca. Well now, I am going. But let some one of the servant* 
from within take and carry in this small bit of meat.^ 

Chr. {taking the meat). This shall be my care : but run 

' So Beck. The method proposed by the other commentators 
would require a\Xd Kai to be preceded by a negative. 

' " In ridicule of Euripides, Phoen. 606, ItiXbv S' 6 wXoiitoq koJ 
*iXoi//wx<"' KaKov." Porson. Cf. Eur. Archelaus, Fragm. 23, o r-XoDrof 
*■ ifiaBia SiiKov Si' lijia. For the construction, see Matthia, Gr. Gr^ 
f 437, 4. 

' For the article, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 315. 

* Hom. II. 2. 463, /i^ toi ravra fiiKovrmv. 
' See note oa Thesm. 350. 

• Cario's share of the sacrifice. When Chremylus sacrifice cl to 
Apollo, the remnants of the victim were distributed amonK tb« 
»Vestators, 
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quickly.' [^Exif Carlo. ^ And do you, O Plutus, most ex- 
cellent of all gods, go in this way with me ; for this is ^ the 
house which you must to-day fill with riches, by fair means 
or by foul.* 

Plu. But, by the gods, I am exceedingly loth to be always 
going into other people's houses. For I never at any time 
got any good from it.^ For if I chance to go into the house 
of a miser, he immediately buries' me deep in the earth : and 
if any good man, his friend, come to him asking to get some 
small sum of money, he denies that he has ever at any time 
even seen me. But if I chance to go into the house of a mad 
fellow, I am exposed to harlots and dice and driven out of 
doors naked in a moment of time.^ 

Chr. Yes ; for you never at any time met with' a moder- 
ate man. But I am somehow always of this character.^ For 
I both take pleasure in saving, as never man did, and again 
in spending,^ whenever there is occasion for it. But let us 
go in; for I wish both my wife to see you'" and my only 
son, whom I love most of all — next to you. 

Plu. I believe you. 

' Cf. vs. 349, 648, 974. Nub. 181, 506, 635, 1253. Ran. 1171. 
Equit. 71, 119. Ach. 571. Vesp. 30, 202, 398, 847, 1158, 1210. 
Pax, 275, 872. Eccles. 1058. Thesm. 255. Lys. 438^ 920. Bern- ' 
hardy, W. S. p. 383. Viger, p. 350. " Cf. Alberti ad Hesych. i. p. 
409." Fischer. 

' See note on Vesp. 80. 

» Cf. Equit. 256. Acharn, 373. Nub. 99. Terence, Andr. i .3, 
9, " Quo jure quaque injuria." 

* i. e. from going in. " tlmpx^r^ai." Scholiast. " Nihil inde honi 
mihi obtigit unquam." Brunck. See note on Lys. 134, and cf. Nub. 
1231, and note on Thesm. 1008. 

» So vs. 244. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, obs. 3. Bernhardy, W. 
S. p. 382. *' Herod, viii. 53, ippinTeov Iwvroijg Kard. tov Tti\ioQ 
Kara). See Acharn. 97." Dobree. 

° " Alcipbron, iii. 56, dvayKt) ae yv/ivov r^f oUiaQ Supajt iv aKapiX 
Xpovov cKl3\i]0ivTa kfCTrsaslv." l)obree. Cf. Lucian, Tim. 2, 23. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 95. 

' " Ich aber bin von diesem Chavakter aller Zeit." Droysen. 

' For examples of the present dvaXoui, Liddell refers to iEsch, 
Theb. 813. Eur. Med. 325. Thuc. iii. 81. Xenoph. Hier. 11, 1. 
See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 40, in voc. dvuXiaKu). 

'" So Bi-unck. " For I would have you see my wife and only 
son." Wheelwright. And so Droysen and Fielding, forgetting that 
Plutus was blind. The syntax, however, is wholly in their favouf- 
,See note on Ran. 61C. 
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Chr. For why should one not tell the truth to you? 
\_Exeunt Chi-emylus and Plutus."] 

Ca. Oh you who have often eaten of the same thyme'' wifu 
my mastei; his friends, and fellow-tribesmen, and lovers o^' 
labour, come, make haste, hurry, since the time does not ad- 
mit delay, but it is at the very crisis at which you ought 
be present^ and lend your aid. 

Chorus of Country-people.* Don't you see then that 
we have been actively hastening this long while, as is reason- 
able those should who are now feeble old men ? But you, 
perhaps, expect that I should run, before you even tell n.e 
this,* on what account your master has called me hither. 

Ca. Have I not then, I ween, been telling you this long 
while ? It is you yourself that don't hear. For my master 
says that you shall all of you live pleasantly, freed from your 
dreary and unpleasant mode of life. 

Cho. But what, pray, and whence, is this thing which he 
speaks of? 

Ca. He has come hither with a certain old man, ye wretches, 
who is filthy, crooked, miserable, wrinkled, bald, and tooth- 
less ; and, by heaven, I think he is circumcised,'' too. 

Cho. O you who have announced golden tidings,' how say 

' Here the scene changes to the open country. Bergler iniiipaies 
Eur. I ph. Alll. 139.5, ri yap Td\r]6k£ oi/c ('nroi tlq av ; 

'' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. 5uwoc. Porson compares Antiphanes 
ap. Allien, iii. p. 108, F. 

^ A transition from plural to singular. See notes on V'esp 55 1. 
Ran. 1075. 

* 'I'he Chorus here make their first appearance ; with the morose- 
ness of old age, they grant no more indulgence to the elated feel- 
ings of the insolent slave, than he to their years and infirmities. 

* ravTa . . . otov xap'i"- ravra is very often referred to a single object 
See vs. 898. Aves, 482. Nub. 1339. Eccles. 422. Eur. liippol. 46S, 
478. Plicen. 780. Andr. 370. Soph. Colon. 787. Sappho, Fragm 
xxviii. Plato, Phaed. p. 62, D. p. 68, B. Xenoph. Anab. i. 7, 4; i, 
y, 24. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 44, 4, obs. 3. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 282. 
Bremi on Demosth. Cor. § 200. Neue on Soph. El. 1124. Wundcr 
on Soph. Phil. 1326. For this use of a demonstrative to introluce 
something afterwards explained, see note on Thesm. 520. 

' Eckard thinks this is an allusion to the Jews. 

' Cf. vs. 530, infra. Pax, 135, and the examples cited ap. Cla.=«. 
Mus. No. XXV. p. 246. So also Ovid, Fast. i. 700, " Pondere rastr-,' 
«Ae heavy harrow. See Bernhardj^, W. S. p. 54. Hermann, Vig. 
Append, p. 703. 712. Schneidewin, Soph. Aj. 159. Porson citet 
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you ? tell me again ! For you plainly show that he is come 
with a heap of money. 

Ca. Nay, rather, with' a heap of the ills of age. 

Cho. Do you expect, after humbugging us, to get off un- 
punished, and that, too, when I have a staff ? 

Ca. Why, do you consider me to be altogether such a man 
by nature in all respects, and do you think that I would say' 
nothing true ? 

Cho. How haughty the rascal ' is ! Your legs are crying 
out, " Oh ! Oh ! " longing for the stocks and fetters. 

Ca. But are you not for going, when now your letter ■* has 
assigned^ you to administer justice in the tomb, and Charon* 
gives you your ticket ? ^ 

Cho. Split you!' What an impudent fellow you are, and 
arrant knave by nature, who^ humbug us, and have not yet 
had the patience to tell us on what account your master has 
called me hither, who,'" after labouring much, have come 
hither readily, though we had lio leisure, passing over " many 
roots of thyme. 

Ca. Well then, I will not conceal it any longer ; for, sirs, 
my master has come with Plutus, who will make you rich, 

Cho. Why, is it really possible for us all to be rich ? 

Ca. Nay, rather, by the gods, all Midases,'^ if you .get 
ass's ears. 

Julian, Epist. xii. p. 381, A., lyii ii npoaBeitjv ik rijg KwiKfUag, w 
Xpvtrbv ayyaiXag tTruiv. 

' sc. SriXa. Cf. Plautus, Merc. iii. 4, 53. 

' See the examples cited in the note on Aves, 1653. 

' Cf. Ran. 179. ■• See note on Eccles. 683. 

' A nominative absolute. See note on Ran. 1437. This transition 
from a participle to a finite verb with Si is suflSciently defended by 
Jhe following passages : Thucyd. i. 36, rpia fiiv ovra \6yov &Kut rois 
'EXXijffi vavTiKa, tovtwv S' ti iripw^j/iaBt rd Svo lig TaiiTOv iX9flv. Isocr. 
IT. 'AvTiS. p. 26, Skov avTovg Trjv fpovriniv anicuv, oi Si x^'P"" TeTai- 
Stvvrai. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 487, note, 

• In this passage Cario, punning on the o-iopoc of the old men, tells 
them their letter is S, namely, iv aopif. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. avfi^oXov, i. 3. 

' Cf. Aves, 2,' 1257, and vs. 892, infra, and. see Bernhardy, W. 
8- p. 73. ' See note on Thesm. 544. 

"■ Referred to the more remote riplv (vs. 280). 

" " Boissonade thinks this is in ridicule of some tragedian." 
Dobree. 

" The accusative before the infinitive (cZvat, vs. 286). "The m- 
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Cho. How I am delighted and gladdened, and wish to 
dance for joy, if you are really speaking ' this truly. 

Ca. Well now, I should like^ to lead you, imitating ^ the 

, Cyclops, threttanelo ! and moving thus to and fro with my 

feet. But come, my children, crying out frequently, and 

bleating'' the strains* of sheep and stinking goats, follow me 

lewdly, and you shall breakfast like^ goats. 

Cho. And we, on the other hand, bleating, when we have 
caught you, this Cyclops, threttanelo ! dirty, with a wallet 
and dewy, wild potherbs, having a drunken head-ache, lead- 
ing your sheep, and carelessly asleep some where, will take 
a great lighted, sharp stake and try to blind you. 

cusative is ri^ht. Lysias, Funeb. p. 86, ed. Reisk., anoaaveiv ftiv 
avToie liiTO. TravTmv vpoariKtiv, ayaSoig S' ilvai iitr bXiyuiv. Cf. ibid, 
p. 129. Eurip. ap. Plutarch, ii. p. 166, E., Suvi] rig dvSpl Kal yt<»/n«i 
trviKpopa SovXoig yiviaSat. See Hermann, Vig. n. 217- Blomf. Prom. 
225. Agam. 1022. Priscian, xviii. p. 1173-4, ed. Putsch." Dobree. 
He might have added that it was not only right, but that the Greeks 
preferred the accusative in the second member. See vss. 531, 799. 
Pax, 128. Thesm. 675. Xenoph. Auab. i. 2, 1 ; ii. 1, 19; iii. 1, 5; v. 

2, 12; vi. 4, 38; vii. 6, 16. Horn. II. X. 109. Kriiger on Xenoph. 
Anab. i. 2, 1, and Gr. Gr. § 55, 2, obs. 7. Bernhardy, W. S. p. S67, 
Class. Mus. No. xxv. p. 243. Hermann, Opusc. iii. p. 242. Dorville, 
Char. p. 269. Lobeck, Ajax, 1006. 

' I have little doubt but that Aristophanes wrote tovt. See 
Schneidewin, Hyperid. Orat p. 47, and Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 8, obs. 

3. Dobree compares Demosth. Onet. inii. 
» Cf. vs. 319, infra. 

" The account of Polyphemus, as given in the Odyssey, is ivell 
known. In the time of Dionysius, the tyrant of Syracuse, there wai 
living in that city a courtesan, named Galatea, of whom the king 
was enamoured; but being jealous of Pbiloxenus of Cythera, the 
dithyrambic poet, also an admirer of his mistress, he banished nim 
to the stone quarries, whereupon Pbiloxenus revenged himself b) 
a satirical poem, entitled, "The Loves of the Cyclops," which is 
mentioned by Aristotle, in his treatise on Poetry. In this be repre- 
sented Dionysius under the character of Polyjjhemus. The word 
threttanelo has no meaning in itself, but was coined by Pbiloxenus 
to imitate the sound of the Cyclops' cithara. 

* rUta . . liravaj3oCivT(Q. An example of what the grammariani 
call axvi^a rrpie to at)p.aiv6uivov. Cf. Vesp. 408. Ach. 872, and set 
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 58, 4, obs. i. Berrlhardy, W. S. p. 428. Poreon, 
PbcBn. 1730, Elmsle., Rex, 1167. Hermann, Vig. 49. Ysov., O'eg, 
Cor. p. 71, 93. 

* Supposed to be an imitation of Eupolii 

* See note on v& nil. 
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Ca. And I will imitate in all her ways Circe, who mixed 
up the drugs, who once in Corinth ' persuaded the companiona 
of Philonides, as if they were boars, to eat kneaded dung ; while 
she herself kneaded it for them. But do you, grunting for 
delight, follow, like swine, your mother. 

Cho. Therefore we, having caught you, the Circe, who 
mixed up the drugs and bewitched and defiled our com- 
panions, imitating for delight the son of Laertes, will hang 
you up^ by your testicles, and besmear your nostrils with 
dung, like a goat's; while you, gaping like^ Aristyllus, shall 
say, " Follow, like swine, your mother." 

Ca. But come now, do you now have done with your jests 
and turn yourselves into another shape;'* while I should like 
now to go unknown to my master and take some bread and 
meat and eat it, and so afterwards to join in the work. \_Exit 
Cario,'] 

Chremylus {entering and addressing the Chorus). To hid 
you "hail,"* my fellow-tribesmen, is now old-fashioned and 
obsolete ; so I " embrace you," because you have come readily 
and eagerly, and not^ tardily. But see that you be' my 

' "After the mention of the Cyclops, Cario is led to that of Circe, 
who, with her medicated potions, transformed the companions of 
Ulysses into swine. [Hom. Od. K. 280, seq.l Instead oi Philonides, 
he ought to have named Ulysses, and the island of the Lestrygons 
in the room oi Corinth," Wheelwright. 

' An allusion to the punishment inflicted upon Melanthius the 
goat-herd. See Hom. Od. xxii. 175. 

' Very often a substantive is subjoined predicatively to another 
noun, where we translate it hy as, like, for. So Eccles. 724, ko-id- 
vaKr\v Tov xo'PO" anonriXiicvag, like u slave. Thesm. 1011, ariiulov 
inriSriXwae iKlpafiuiv IlepffBvg, a la Perseus, Lys. 928, to jteoj t6^ 
UpaKKfiq ^eviZirai, like Hercules. Plut. vs. 295, rpayoi 5* aKparuiahi, 
like goats. Menander (ap. Athen. iv. p. 172, A.), KptaSi oirrf- Kai 
Kix\ae TpayriiiaTa, as sweetmeats. Kon (Greg. Cor. p. 331) cites from 
the Greek romance-writers vuv Si fiXiirujauv aX\ri\ove dSiKfoi, like 
brothers. Cf. Deraosth. p. 2, B. Xenoph Cyrop. v. 2, 14. Plato, 
Legg. X. p. 903, E. Eur. Crest. 545. Kriiger, Gr. Gv. § 57, 3. Bsrn- 
liardy, W. S.p. 333. Kbn, Greg. Cor. p. 331. Dorville, Charit. p. 2]9. 
Schafer, Appar. Crit. Demosth. i. p. 868. Aristyllus was a poet of 
infamous character. He is also mentioned in the Eccles. 6*7. 

* " This must be referred to those transformations into goats and 
hogs, which Cario humorously supposes to have actually hap- 
Den(><l' ' f'ielding. " Ad alitid cantici genus." Brunck. 
'-I Rue Med. 661. " See note on Aves, 1650- 

Hbf. Mute on hyi, 316. 
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co-adjutors in the rest as well, and truly preservers of tlia 
god. 

Cno. Be of good courage ! for you shall think Hook dowr- 
right martial.' For it would be absurd,''' if we constantly 
jostle cue another in the Assembly for the sake of three obols, 
while I were to yield up Plutus himself to any one to take 
away.^ 

Chr. Well now, I see also Blepsidemus here approaching : 
and 'tis plain '' from his gait and haste that he has heard some- 
thing of the affair. [_Enter Blepsidemus.'} 

Bl. {talking to himself). What then can the affair be ? 
whence and in what way has Chremylus suddenly become 
rich ? I don't believe it : and yet, by Hercules, there was 
much talk among those who sat in the barbers' shops,* that 
the man has suddenly become wealthy. But this very thing 
is marvellous to me, that he, being well off, sends for hia 
friends. In truth he does not^ do a thing fashionable in the 
country. 

Chr. {aside). Well then, by the gods, I '11 tell him, without 
concealing any thing. ^ O Blepsidemus, we are better off than 
yesterday, so that it is permitted you to share ; for you are 
of the number of my friends.* 

" A parody on iEsch. Theb. 53, 483. Cf. Bernhardy, W. S. p. Ill, 

' Seivov yap (aveij/), ei uidTtZoniaSa, iiapilrtv Si. iiariZofifa^ais an 
objective actuality, whereas irapdriv (the real protasis to Seiviv av 
till) is a merely supposed case. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. §51, 12, obs. 8. 
Person (Phoen. vs. 91) thus notices this construction: " Diversos 
modos jungit Euripides, quoniam ad tempora diversa spectant. . . . 
Similiter modos variavit Aristophanes, Plut. 310, Suvov yiip — 
iraptiijv, ubi alterum (ro wffriJenSai) revera quotidie fiebat; alterum 
vero (to irapuvat tov HKovtov) ex futuri temporis eventu pendebat." 
Cf. Aves, 1225-7. 

^ For this use of the infinitive, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 21. 
J'lie accusative nXouroi' is generally made to depend on \a^iiv, but 
Porson (1. c.) very properly construes it with Traptiriv. 

' See notes on Thesm. 575. Pax, 913. 

' " Lysias irtpi tov aSwarov, p. 754, ed. Reisk. exaaToe yap v/iio* 
uBtfJTat "KpoiT^oiTav, 6 jitv vpog p.vpoTrtu\iovt o Sh TrpitQ Kovpuov, 6 di 
trpbc CKVTOTOfiEiov, 6 d' otttj av Tv\y.'* Dobree. Cf. Terent. Phorm- 
i. 2, 38. This use of ijri is rare. See Bernhardy, W. S, p. 249. 

• Cf. vs. 889, infra, "Non sanefacit hoc pro recepto hie more." Brwnck, 
' Eur. Phoen. 460, lyu yap ovSiv, jiarip, aTTOKpitfiai: ipSi. 

• Cf. vs. 869. Aves, 271. Nub. 104, 107. Eccles. 78, 349. Xenoph. 
Anab. i. 2. 3, Kriiger, Or. Gr. J 47. 9, obs. 2. 
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Bl. But have you really become ' rich, as people say ? 

Chr. Nay, but I shall be very soon, if God please ; ^ for 
there is — there is some hazard in the affair. 

Bl. Of what sort ? ^ 

Che. Such as — 

Bl. Tell me quickly * what in the world you mean.' 

Chr. — that, if we succeed, we shall be always well ofiF;^ 
but if we be foiled, we shall be utterly undone. 

Bl. This load' looks bad, and does not pleasp me. For 
your suddenly becoming so excessively rich, and, again, your 
fearing, is in character with a man * who has done nothing good. 

Chr. How nothing good ? 
/ Bl. If, by Jove, you have come from thence, having stolen 
any silver or gold from the god, and then, perhaps, repent. 

Chr. O Apollo, averter of evil ! not I, by Jove ! 

Bl. Cease talking nonsense, my good sir ; for I know it 
for certain. 

Chr. Do you suspect nothing of the kind ^ of me. 

Bl, Alas ! how there is absolutely no good '<• in any one ' 
but all are slaves " of gain. 

' In vs. 339, yeysvrifiai. Plato almost confines himself to yiyova, 
while Tliucydides uses only ytyivrjuai. Aristophanes uses both 
forms. 

' " So Gott es will." Droysen. The same as aiv Bf(p, vs. 114, and 
5)/ Sfoi SsXioo-iv, vs. 405. Cf. Pax, 1187. Ran. 433. 

^ See note on Nub. 765. Equit. 1324. 

' See note on vs. 229, supra. 

° Schafer compares Soph. Rex, 655, (ppdZe Sti t'i ^t]g. Xenopli. 
Anab. ii. 1, 15, aii S' yiiZv tiTre ri Xiyeig. Add Plato, Legg. p. 819, 
Xiy' '6 Ti Ka'i (tirie. Cf. note on Eccles. 774. 

' The infinitive vparreiv depends on olog (vs. 349). See Kriiger, 
Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 5. Matthia, § 479, a. Jelf, § 823, obs. 3. oloc in 
these formulae = rotouroe Hare. See Hermann, Vig. n. 79. 

' " Das scheint mir eine schlechte Ladung im Schiff des Gliicks.'' 

Droysen. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 37, obs. 1, and for ovUv iyisc, ibid. 
i 61, 8, obs. 3. 

• See Elmsley, Soph. Rex, 734. 

"• Dobree compares vs. 870, infra. Plato, Phaed. p. 89, E. p. 90, 
C. Cratyl. sub fin. Eur. Bacch. 262. Helen. 752. Demosth. Pantaen. 
p. 969. Fals. Leg. p. 353. 

" Nub. 1081, TJTTiiiv IpitiTog iari koi yvvamOv. Soph. Antig. 680, 
yvvaiKdv fjaaovtg. Trach. 489, Ipuirog. Plato, Protag. p. 353, C, »)Jo- 
viui/. Xenoph. Mem. i. 5, 1, yaarpog. The opposite is Eur. Danaid. 
85j ■cpEitro'ii/v ;(pi]/iariuv. 
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Chk. IJy Ceres, you certainly do not appear to ine to be in 
your right senses. 

Bl. Xaside). How much he has altered' from Uie cliarae- 
ter 2 he formerly had ! 

Chr. By heaven, fellow, you are mad ! 

Bl. (aside). But not even does his glance itself keep' in 
its place, but is like * to one who has committed some villany. 

Chr. I know what you are croaking * about : you seek to 
get a share, as if I had stolen something. 

Bl. I seek to get a share ? of what ? 

Chr. Whereas^ it is not of such nature, but different.' 

Bl. Have you not stolen, but snatched it away ? * 

Chr. You are possessed. 

Bl. But have you, in truth, not even defrauded any one ? 

Chr. Not I, indeed ! ^ 

Bl. O Hercules, come, whither can" one turn himself? foi 
you wiU not tell the truth. 

' See Bekker's Anecd. i. p. 60. Cf. Vesp. 1451. Eur. Bacch. 944. 

' See notes on Thesm. 502. Nub. 863. 

' Xenoph. Econ. x. 10, iirurKOTrovfikvriv d Kard x""?"" 'X" ftairro. 
Cf. Ran. 793. Herod, iv. 135 ; vi. 42. More frequently we have 
the synonymous phrase Kara x- fuvaiv. See Equit. 1364. Thuc. i. 
J8 ; ii. 58 ; iii. 22 ; iv. 26 ; iv. 76. 

• Arist. Ach. 789, avyytvjjg 6 Kvaios avrrjs Sarkpf, i. c. rif Tjje iH- 
fac. Aves, 31, voaov voGovfiiv rriv Ivavriav Safc^, i. e. r] t}v voati 
£aKag. Horn. 11. P. 51,K6fiai Xapirfaatv ofioiaij i. e. ralg rwv Xapiru/v 
tofiaiQ opidiat. Xenoph. Cyrop. vi. 1, SO, iipfiara oiiota Utivcfi, i. e. roit 
Itdvov lipiiaaiv. Hom. II. A. 163, ov fiiv aoi wore icrov Ixio yipae, i. e. 
Tif a<^ ykpa. So Eur. Iph. A. 262. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 432. 
Schafer, Meletem. Crit. p. 57, foil. 134. 

' Cf. Lys. 506. Voss compares Hor. Sat. ii. 5, 56. Elmsley on 
Acharn. 255, proposes ai fiiv. This would be an example of "An- 
ticipation," so common in Aristophanes. See notes on Nub. 1148. 
Eccles. 1 126. But the harshness of the present constioiction is little 
improved by this. Besides, ai stands ^rs< only when it is very em- 
phatic. See /Esch. Prom. 944. Soph. Ajax, 1228. Antig. 441. Elect. 
1445. For similar examples of disordered construction, see note on 
vs. 119, supra. 

• TO Si, whereas : a usage very common in Plato. See Kriigor, 
Gr. Gr. § 60, 1, obs. 14. 

' eripias ixov {iariv). See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 5 56, 3, obs. 3, and 
cf. Ran. 1161. 

• See Jelf, Gr. Gr. § 873, obs. 2. Hoogeveen, Gr. Part. p. 126, 
ed. Seager. " Oh ! then yau have not stolen, ysu have taken it away by 
violence." Fielding. Bergler compares Plant. Epid. i. 1, 10. 

• Cf. Aves, 1391. " See Hermann, Soph. Aj. 904. Yig. n. lOi. 
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I Chr. For you accuse me before you know my case, 

Bl. My good friend, I will ' settle this for you at a very 
trifling expense, before the city hear of it, by stopping the 
orators' mouths ^ with small coin. 

Chk. And verily, by the gods, methinks you would' in 
a friendly way lay out three minoe and set down twelve. 

Bl. I see a certain person'' who will sit at the Bema, 
holding the suppliant's bough,' with his children and his 
wife ; and who will not differ at all, not even in apy way,^ 
from the Heraclidae of Pamphilus.^ 

' Chr. Not so, you wretch, but on the contrary,* I will 
cause the good alone, and the clever and discreet, to become rich. 

Bl. What do you say ? have you stolen so very much ? 

Chr. Ah me, what miseries ! you will destroy me. 

Bl. Nay, rather, you will destroy yourself, as it seems to 
me.* 

' " HiJr', Lieber, Ich will die Gefahr dir fiir ein Weniges 
Zu Ende bringen, eh' die Stadt davon erfahrt ; 
Mit einigen Hellern stopfen den Rednern wir den Mund." 

Broyteii, 
For iSiXo), cf. vs. 375, supra. Vesp. 536. 
» Cf. Pax, 645. 

' " Nay, by the gods, 

To me thou hast th' appearance of a man 
Who'd spend three mmae in this friendly tHrn, 
And bring a bill for twelve." Wheelwright, 
For the infinitive with a.v, see examples cited in the note on Aves, 
1653. 

* Cf. Acharn. 1128 — -1131, and see note on Ran. 552. 
' The " supplex oliva " of Statins, Theb. xii. 492. 

" See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 15, obs. 3. 

' On the death of Hercules, Eurystheus transferred his hatred 
from the father to the children, and the Heraclidise, being compelled 
to quit the Peloponnesus, came with Alcmena in a suppliant train 
to Athens : this tradition was made the subject of a tragedy by 
Chserephon, and, according to one of the Scholiasts, supplied the 
celebrated painter, Pamphilus, with an exercise for his pencil on 
the walls of the Pcecile. " It is uncertain whether Pamphilus, 
a tragedian, be meant here, who, as Euripides and .Sischylus, made 
the Heraclidae the subject of a tragedj; ; or the painter of that name, 
so celebrated in later times, who painted that subject in the Poe- 
cile." Droyaen. See also Elmsley, Heraclid. vs. 11. 

' Lexicon Sangermanicum (Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 418), asropri 
mapa roTc kih/iikoIs, to sk tov ivavTiov, Cf. Liddell's Lex. in voc. 

• Cf. vss. 409, 1035. Ran. 645, 918. Nub. 1271. Eubuhis ap. Athen. 

34, D, 
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Chr. Certainly not; for I have got Plutus, yoii sorry 
wretch. 

Bl. You, Plutus ? what' Plutus ? 

Chk. The god himself. 

Bl. "Why, where is he ? 

Chr. Within. 

Bl. Where ? 

Chr. At my house. 

Bl. At your house ? 

Chr. Certainly. 

Bl. Go to the devil ! Plutus at your house ? 

Chr. Yes, by the gods ! 

Bl. Are you speaking truth ? 

Chr. Yes. 

Bl. By Vesta? 

Chk. Yeaj by Neptune ! 

Bl. Do you mean the sea Neptune ? 

Che. Aye, and t'other Neptune, if there be any other. 

Bl. Then are you not for sending him round to us also 
your friends ? 

Chr. The affair is not yet come to this point. ^ 

Bl. What do you say ? not to the sharing' point — eh ? 

Chr. No, by Jupiter ! for we must first 

Bl. What ? 

Chr. Cause him to see. 

Bl. Whom to see ? tell me. 

Chr. Plutus, as before, in some way or other.* 

Bl. Why, is ho really blind ? 

Chr. Yes, by heaven ! 

Bl No wonder,' then, he never at any time came to 
me. 

Che. But, if the gods please, he shall come now 

' See Person, Phoen. 892, and note on Lys. 1178. 

' Cf. Equit. 843. Soph. Antig. 39. 

^ ** Non in eo, ui nos participes facias'i *' Brunch. *' lies ncndum co 
rediit, ut nobis gtioqtw Plutum trades? " Fischer. "Porson, Bentley, 
and Bothe conjecture ov Ttf, very badly. Cf. vs. 889." Dobree. For 
this singular construction, see Bemhardy, W. S. p. 204. 

' Cf. Thesm. 430, and vs. 413, infra. 

• " Kein Wunder ist 's denn, Jass er zu mir noch nimmer kara. 

Vroystn 
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Bl. Ought' joxk aot then to call in some physician ? 

Chr. What physician then is there now in the city ? For 
neither is the fee of any value,^ nor the profession. 

Bl. Let us see. 

Cue. But there is none. 

Bl. Neither do I think so. 

Chr. No, by Jupiter ; but 'tis best to lay him on a couch in ^ 
the temple of JEsculapius,* as I was intending this long while.' 

Bl. Nay, rather, far the best, by the gods. Do not ther 
delay, but make haste and do something or other. 

Chr. Well now, I am going, 

Bl. Hasten then. 

Chr. I am doing this very thing. \_Enter Poverty.] , 

Pov. O you pitiful mannikins, who dare to do* a hasty and 
unholy and unlawful deed I whither ? whither ? why do you 
fly ? will you not remain ? 

Bl. O Hercules ! 

Pov. I will destroy you, you wretches, in a wretched' 
way ; for you are venturing on a daring act not to be borne, 
but such as no other person even at any time, either' god or 
man, has ventured on; therefore you are undone.* 

Aristoph. jEolosicon, Fragm. viii., 

ovK iroQ, w yvvaiKifit 
iraoL KaKoltjiv iifiag 
tp\ii)ffiv iKaiTToy avSpeg, 
See note on Acharn. vs. 411, and cf. vs. 1166. 
' See note on Thesm. 74. ' See note on Eccles. 444. 

' See Jelf, Gr. Gr. § 646, a. 

* In the way from the theatre to the citadel, near the tomh ol 
Talos, stood the temple of ^sculapius, adorned with pictures of 
himself and his daughters : within its precincts was the fountain 
where Mars committed that murder which gave rise to the court of 
Areopagus. The temple was in great repute, as appears from the 
dedication of some Sarmatian shields in it. 
' " Was Ich vorher mir schon gedacht." Droysen. 
' Apparently a parody upon Eurip. Med. 1118, St Savov epyov 
f ..pavofiajQ FipyatTfievr]. 

bee note on Eccles. 730, and cf. vs. 95, supra. 
■'■ See Person, Praaf. Hec. p. 17. Elmsley, Suppl. vs. 158. 

■ Poverty speaks of the future as already past, to indicate thai 
it will certainly happen." FiscAw. See Thesm. 77. Pax, 250,364, 
867. Aves, 338. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § S3, lO.ohs. 5. It may be referred 
tu tbn Greek fondness for objectising subjective conceptions and jog- 
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Chr. But who are you ? for you appear to me to be ghastly 
pale. 

Bl. Perhaps 'tis some Fury from tragedy:' at least she X 
certainly looks very mad and tragic. 

Chr. But she has no torches. 

Bl. Then she shall suffer for it. 

Pov. Whom do you think me to be ? 

Chr. Some hostess^ or pulse-porridge-seller : for othei-wise 
you would not have^ cried out so loud against us, having been 
wronged'' in no way. 

Pov. What, really ? for have you not acted most shame- 
fully in seeking to banish me from every place ? * 

Chr. Is not then the Barathrum left you ? But you ought 
to tell me immediately who you are. 

Pov. One who will make you to-day give satisfaction, be- 
cause you seek to expel me from hence. 

Bl. Is it the tavern-keeper of our neighbourhood,' who is 
always cheating'' me grossly with her half-pints ? 

Pov. Nay,' but I am Poverty, who have been dwelling 
with you many years. 

Bl. (running away). O King Apollo, and ye gods ! Whi- 
ther must one fly ? ^ 

Chr. Hollo ! what are you about ? O you most cowardly '" 
beast, will you not stay ? 

Bl. By no means. 

Chr. Will you not stay ? What ! shall we two men fly 
from one woman ? 

Bl. Yes, for 'tis Poverty, you wretch, than whom there is 
no living being any where more ruinous. 

Chk. Stand, I beseech you, stand ! 

sidering as an actuality what has not yet passed from thought into 
an external taking place. " Sterben miisst ihr drum." Droysen. 

' Plutarch, Dion, p. 182, C, tlSi yvvaXica juyaXriv, aroKy /liv tai 
jrpoffWTTijj jiriSiv ipivvvog rpayiiefje TrapaWaTTuvaav, aalpovaav Si 
KaWvvrptf Tivi rfjv oiKiav. See note on Aves, 924. 

' " Eine Hurenwirthin." X)roy»«n. 

' See Elmsley, Acharn. 351. ♦ Cf. vs. 457. 

' " Von allem Ort." Droysen. " Xdpa, place, in this passage*" 
iomus civium bonorum." Fischer. 

* Nicostratus ap. Athen. xv. p. 760, B., o KairtiKoQ yip «i» •* 
yuToviav. See note on Aves, 13. 

' Cf. Thesm. 347. ' Cf. vs. 347, supra. 

* See note on vs, 1027, infra. " Cf Aves, 86 

3x2 
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I Bl. No, by Jovs, not I. 

Chk. Well now, I tell you, we shall do a deed by far the most 
shameful of all deeds, if we shall leave the god unprotected 
and fly ' any whither, through fear of her, and not fight it out. 

Bl. Relying on what sort of arms or strength ? For what 
sort of breast-plate and what sort of shield does not the most 
abominable wretch put in pawn ? ^ 

Chr. Be of good courage ; for this god alone, I well know, 
can set up a trophy over her ways.^ 

Pov. And do you also dare to mutter, you scoundrels, when 
you have been detected in the very act of doing shameful things ? 

Che. But why do you, the devil take you,"* come against us 
and revile us, being wronged not^ even in any way? 

Pov. For do you think, oh, by the gods!^ that you wrong 
me in no way, in endeavouring to make Plutus see again ? 

Chr. What wrong then do we do you in this, if we contrive 
good for all men ? 

Pov. But what good could you devise ? 

Chr. What ? by banishing you from Greece in the first 
place. 

Pov. By banishing me ? and what greater evil do you sup- 
pose you could do to men ? 

Chr. What ? if we were '' to delay to do this and forget it. 

Pov. Well now, I wish first to render you an account of 
this very matter.' And if I prove that I am the sole cause 



' See Elmsley, Iph. T. 777. Achavn. 733. Mus. Crit. ii. p. 294. 

" Cf. Hermippus ap. Athen. xi. p. 478, C. " Poverty has made 
them violators of the law ; for it was rigorously forbidden to pawn 
arms or farming utensils." Voss. Thesm. 491"; oiS' u>g vtto tuiv 
SovXiiJv GTToSovusSraj r\v nrj 'xiofiev 'irepov, ov Xsyet. Horn. Od. T. 27, oil 
yap oho ov ai Seww aiKr)Ti yeviaSrai. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 11, 
obs. 3. 

^ " This god alojie^ I am conjident, will triumph over all the tricks of 
this woman," Fielding. Teles, Stob. p. 19, vs. 28, k&v toSi Jpyc, 
p(jf.Slitis ffTrj(T€ig TpoTraiov Kara Treviag. In Tpoiruiv we have a comic 
substitute for rpoTrrjg. See Mus. Crit. i. p. 104. 

♦ See note on Thesm. 879. » q{_ ygg. 335^ 42s. 

• Cf. vs. 1176. Vesp. 484. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 37, obs. 2. 

' " Wenn I'anger wir saumten und gar vergassen, es zu thun!" 

Droysen. 
Vf. Plautus, Aulul. iv. 4, 15. 

' Wakefield (Silv. Crit. i. p. 75) takes airov for an adverb of 
place, ipso in loco, which seems very unsuitable. 
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of all blessings to you, and that you live through me, it is 
well;^ but if not, now do this, whatever seems good to you. 

Cur. Do you dare to say this, O most abominable ? 

Pov. Aye, and do you suffer yourself to be taught.^ For 
1 think I shall very easily prove that you are altogether in 
tli3 wronir, if you say you will make the just wealthy. 

Chr. O cudgels and pillories,^ will you not aid me ? 

Pov. You ought not to complain angrily and cry out before 
you know. 

Br,. \\'hy, who would be able not to cry out " oh ! oh ' " at 
licaring such things ? 

Pov. He who is in his right senses.'' 

(Jhr. What penalty, then, shall I set down^ in the title of 
the suit for you, if you be cast ? 

Pov. \Yliatever seems good to you. 

Cmt. You say well. 

Pov. For you also must suffer the same, if you lose your' 
cause. 

Bl. Do you think then twenty deaths" suflBcient ? 

Chr. Yes, for her ; but two only will suffice for us. 

Pov. You cannot be too quick in doing' this: for what 
just plea could any one any longer bring* against me? 

' Kuster refers to Horn. II. A. 135. Eustathius on Horn. 1. c. 
Arisl. Thesm. 536. Anonym, ap. Athen. viii. p. 360. See KriJger, 
Gr. Gr. § o4. 12. obs. 12. Stallbaum, Plat. Rep. p. 575, D. Kon. 
Greg. Cor. p. 48. Hermann, Vig. n. 308. So Menander, (Fragm 
cxli. ed. Didot,) ti fiev Sij nva iropov t^UQ^ et ^£ /t;), vsvotik iyw. h 
is usual to supply KaXwe 'X". 

' Cf. Eur. Hec. 303. 

' "Cratinus ap. Pollux, x. c. 40, iv rf Kvipuivi rfiv avxiva ixiov, 
Athenseus, viii. p. 351, iiiav S" iv rif KVipwvi. SiStiievovs Svo." Spanheim, 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 3, obs. 3. 

' " Was fiir 'ne Busse dictir' Ich in diesem Handel dir, wenn du 
verlierest?" Droysen. 

• Shakspeare, As you like it, act v. sc. 1, " I will kill thee a hun- 
dred and fifty ways; therefore tremble and depart." Cf. note on 
Ran. 1017. 

7 i. e. in dying. " avri tou diroQavovrtQ, ovk av, ^r\riivj ava- 
^aXoiaOt aiTodavovTBQ." Scholiast. Eur. Orest- 925, oil {pQavoir it 
av ^vrj(TKovT£Q. Ibid. 930, kov tpQdvoi ^vi/trKiov tlq dv See note on 
Eccles. 118. 

' " Dcnn wer noch hat was Kechtes zu erwicdern mir?" Droysm, 
" For whit could any one in justice answer? " WheelwriglU. 



710 PLTITUS. 

Cho. Well, you ought now to say soiuethiug clever, by 
which you shall conquer her, opposing her in argument, and 
not effeminately give in.' 

Chr. I think that this is plain for all alike to understand,' 
that it is just that the good men should be prosperous, but the 
wicked and the ungodly, I ween, the contrary* of this. We 
therefore desiring that this* should take place, have with dif- 
ficulty found out a plan, excellent, and noble, and useful for 
every' enterprise. For if Plutus now should have the use of 
his eyes, and not go about blind, he wiU go to the good men,* 
and not leave them, but will fly from the wicked and the un 
godly ; and then he will make all to be good and rich, I ween, 
and to reverence^ things divine. And yet, who could ever 
devise a better thing than this* for men ? 

' Herod, iii. 104, ivSiSovai fiaXaKov ovosv. Eur. Hel. 515, f/v f 
lvSiS(^ Ti jiaXdaKov. Athen. xiv. p. 621, B., ovSiv (pi\av9pinirov ovH 
iXapbv evSiSioQ. The future ivoufftra takes iir/ because, gram- 
matically, it is construed with the relative (if), quite as much as 
viKriiTETe is (see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 4) ; and rather expresses what 
should ox ought io be done, (Kriiger, § 53, 7, abs. 3. Cf. Eur. Cycl. l.'il 
Med. 605,) than what will positively happen. " For the construc- 
tion oi IvioiatTi, see Elmsley, Med. 804." Dobree. 

- " T\ie or Aer is olfiai Tovn tlvai favipbv Traai yvdvai." Dobree. See 
Pax, 821. Aves, 122. Lys. 1207. Thesm. 800. jEsch. Pers. 417. 
Xenoph. Anab. i. 5, 9. Thuc. vii. 71. Philippus ap. Athen. viii. p. 
459, B. Demosth. Aphob. p. 855, 14. Hermann, Vig. n. 134. 
KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 8. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 360. Elmsley, 
Heracl. 1011. Dawes, M. C. p. 159. Dorville, Char. p. 469, 526. 

^ Sc. ■TTpaTTtiv. For TovTiav, see note on vs. 259, supra. 

' " We then desiring that it should be so. 
Have found, with much ado, a fine device. 
Generous and useful for all enterprise." Wheelwright. 
Similarly Droysen. The construction is precisely the same as in 
Eur. Hippol. 1342, 'K.iirpiQ yap ^OcK' wore yiyvtaQai rdSe. See Eur. 
Hec. 842, and many similar examples ap. Matthia, Gr. Gr. p. 915. 
For the neuter tovto, see note on Lys. 134. 
' See Blomf. Append. Pers. vs. 42. 

• Cf. vs. 490, 597. Aves, 616, 1153, 1388. Vesp. 95, 199, 1040, 1262, 
1274. Lys. 819. Ran. 1030, 1446. So Dinarch.c. Demosth. p. 97, rA 
(UyaXa tCiv aSiKrifiaruv. Herod, ii. 17, 17 iSika rS)v biStv. Aristot. 
Ktliic. X. 1, ol a\r]Siis tuiv \6yuiv. Probl. 5, 35, oi ^paxuQ Tuv Tripi- 
TT-jr'Di'. Eur. Suppl. 343, ol SvaiitviTs Pporiov. And frequently so 
with participles. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 9. Bernhardy, W. & 
p. 155. 

' See Jelf, Gr. Gr. § 684. 

• Dobree compai'es Alexis ap. Alhen. ii. p. 63, i\ 
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Bl. No one : I am your witness in this ; don't ' ask licr. 

Che. For as life is at present circumstanced for us men, 
who would not think it to be madness, or rather still a de- 
moniacal possession ? For many men who are wicked are 
rich, having accumulated them- unjustly ; while many who are 
very good, are badly off, and suffer hunger, and live' with 
you [to Poverty'] for the most part. I say, then,'' that there 
is a way, proceeding upon whicli'' a person might procure 
grenter benefits for men, namely, if Plutus were ever to have 
the use of his eyes and put a stop to her. 

Pov. Nay, O you two old dotards, partners in nonsense and 
folly, of all men the most easily persuaded not to be in your 
riglit senses, if this were to happen, which you desire, I deny 
that it would profit you. For if Plutus were to have the use 
of his eyes again and portion himself' out equally, no maii^ 
would practise either art or science ; and when both these 
have disappeared through you, who will be willing to be a 
smith, or to build ships, or to sew, or to make wheels, or to 
make shoes, or to make bricks, or to wash, or to tan hides, or 
who will be willing to break up the soil of the earth with 
ploughings and reap the fruits' of Ceres, if it be possible for 
you to live in idleness, neglecting all these ? 

Chb. You talk nonsense ;' for our servants shall toil at all 
these things for us, as many as you have now enumerated. 

Pov. Whence then will you have servants ? 

' Cf. Ran. 1012. For unSiv, see note on Ran. 431. " For the un- 
usual caesura, see Elmsley, Heracl. 649." Dobree. 

'' auTct, i. e. their riches, implied in the word TrXovrovai. — It is the 
Greek custom, where the omitted notion is a, general one, that the 
allusion to it should be made in the neuter gender. Cf. Kriiger, Gr. 
Or. §43, 3, obs. 11. > 

^ jiiTa GOV aivfunv. " So Eubulus ap. Athen. viii. 340, D., fieri 
Kapd/Sov avvHoiv Eur. El. 943, iitrd aKaimv ^vvuv. Cf. Plato, heg'^, 
i. p. 639, C. Theopompus ap. Athen. xii. p. 531, F. Plato, Synipc-. 
p. 195, B. Priscian, xvii. p. 1104." Dobree. Similarly Rui;. Itli., 
(Ira Sda^ae Uipaas ntT& TovTo. Cf. Nubes, 975. Aves, 811. Porson, 
Praef. Hec. p. 41. 

* In other texts oC/cowj' .... ijvriv' iu>v, where rif is understood. 

' Spe note on Ran. 136. ^ " See Porson,_ Pr»f. Hec. Ivi. 

' '* -qdrj rb iiTOQ rovro rrjg fiiffTjg Kuifii[)iiag 5^«." Scholiast, Bois- 
sonade thinks it is either a parody or an Imitation of some tragio 
passage. 

" See Kriiger Gr. Gr. §46, 5- 
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Cur. We will buy them for money, to be sure. 

Pov. But first, who will be the seller, when he too lias 
money ? 

Chk. Some one wishing to make gain, having come as s 
merchant' from Thessaly, from amongst very many kid- 
nappers.^ 

Pov. But first of ail, there will not even be any one, not 
even a kidnapper, according to the statement, I ween, 'vhicb 
you mention. For who that is wealthy will be willing to do 
this^ at the hazard of his own life? So tl\at, having been 
compelled to plough, and dig, and toil at the other labours 
yourself, you will spend a much more painful life than the 
present one. 

Chr. May it fall on your own head ! "• 

Pov. Moreover you will not be able to sleep either in a 
bed, — for ther£ will be none, — or in carpets ; for who will be 
willing to weave them when he has gold ? Nor, when you 
lead home a bride, to anoint her with dropping unguents ; nor 
to adorn her with sumptuous* garments, dyed, and variegated. 
And yet, what advantage will it be to you to be rich, when 
in want^ of all these ? But from me all these which you 
stand in need of are easily obtained ; for I sit, compelling the 
artisan, like a mistress, through his want and his poverty, to 
seek whence he shall have subsistence. 

Chr. Why, what good could you procure, except a swarm 
of blisters^ from the bath, and of children beginning to be 

' " Als Kaufinann aus Thessalien." Droysen. "'Join Ifiiropoe 
ij<(Dv, as in vs. 1179." Dobree. 

' Herastevhuis and Hare (Epist. Crit. p. 49) read 5rap' dmaToiv 
in place of napd TrXnaTwv. Dobree has adopted this in his edition 
of the Plutus. Eur. Phoen. 1416, ttoXXoi irapfjaav, dXK' ai^iaroi 
QtTToKoL " The Thessaliaiis had the character of being sorcerers, 
deceivers, and slave-dealers." Vosa. " In itself TrKuariav is a good 
reading. Cf. Eur. Andr. 451. Aristoph. ap. Athen. iv. p. 173, D. 
luvopog is used for slave-dealer by Eubulus ap. Athen. iii. p. 108, E." 
ficjree. 

See note on Lys. 134 * Cf. Pax, 1063. Ach 83a 

' See note on vs. 268. 

' The full form is ri irXiov lazai aoi nXovrelv aVopoCvra. Eccles. 
1094, ovSiv tarai aoi irXkov. The construction is precisely that ex- 
plained in the note on vs. 287, supra. 

7 ipifiSdiv depends on ico\o(Tup7-6i». " The bathing rooms were in 
winter the refuge of the indigent. When benumbed with frost they 
crept too near the furnace and so got blistered." fost. Teles, Stob> 
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hungry, and of old women ? and ' the quantity of lice, and gnats, 
and fleas, I don't even mention^ to you, by reason of their 
niuliitude, which buzz' about my head and torment me, 
wakening me and saying, " You will suffer hunger ; come, get 
■JD.' '' Moreover to have a rag instead of a garment ; and in- 
stead of a bed, a mattress of rushes, full of bugs, which 
wakens' the sleepers ; and to have a rotten mat instead of a 
carpet ; and a good-sized stone against one's head instead of a 
pillow ; and to eat shoots of mallow instead of bread ; and 
leaves of withered radish instead of barley-cake ; and to have 
the head of a broken jar instead of a bench ; and the side of a 
ciisk, and that too^ broken, instead of a kneading-trough. Do 
I not' demonstrate you to be the cause of many blessings to 
all men ? 

Pov. You have not mentioned my way of life, but have at- 
tacked that of beggars.' 

Che. Therefore we say, I ween, that poverty is sister ^ of 
beggary. 

V. p. 69, 22 (Poverty is speaking) ri o'lKJjauQ oii ■rrafiix'^ aoi, n-puroK 
uiv XEi/t'Si'i rd ^aXavua, Sipov^ li to. tepd. 
' I greatly prefer ^^Eipiiv 5', the reading of Porson, Dobree, and 

Kuster. Ti Ti 

' Dobree compares Philetairus ap. Athen. xm. p. 587, F. Herod, 
vii. 9. 

' An allusion, perhaps, to ^sch. Ag. 893. 

* Dobree compares Plutarch, T. ii. p. 1044. 

» Eupolis ap. Athen. jx. p. 397, C, )ii\ ■non V/"^ ^^P" *ep''eifoi'V 
-oibvU raSiv, Zq Toig ivSovrag iyiipEi. Aristoph. Onerarice, f ragni. 
XV., airvpie oil uiKpA Kai KuipvKig, v "f"' '""*? naTTOvrag kyeipn. 
" Der immer den Schlafenden wach halt." Droysen. 

' See note on Eccles. 594. " A rare transposition. Diodorus Sto- 
baei, Ixx. p. 429, 53, T?)r iaoiiivriv aai ravra fiiroxov tov phv. Plato, 
Rep. i. p. 341, C, oiSivuivKai Tavrn. Julian, Caes. p. 312, B., fxu)' 
Kai TcivTa a-novSmov KtiStar-qv." Dobree. Vs. 259 has nothing what- 
ever to do with the present formula. There Kai means even. 

' " acta frequently by itself denotes nonne." Matthid. See Lys. 
648. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 9. Porson, Praef. Hec. p. vii. (ed. 
Schafer.) Monk, Ale. 351. Hermann, Vig. n. 294. Cf. Soph. Aj. 
277. Thuc. i. 75. 

" For this position of Se, Porson refers to Eccles. 625, 702. 

» "See Ruhnken, Tim. Lex. p. 2. Theon. Smyrn. Mathemat. p. 7 
Georg. Pisid. Vit. Vanitat. 106. Foot, Commisiar. act ii. sc. 2, p. 
28 /ohnson, Bambler, Ivii. Hipponax ap. Athen. iii. p. 78, C. Al- 
C«U3 ap. Stob. xciv. p. 455 iEsch. TheV. 500. Agam. 503." rorum. 



714 PLUTUS. 530-5C7. 

i^OY. Aye, you who also sai/ that Dionysius is like Thrasy- 
bulus. But my mode of life is not thus circumstanced, no, by 
Jove, nor will it.' For a beggar's mode of life, which you 
describe, is to live possessed of nothing ; but that of a poor 
man to live sparingly, and attentive to his work ; and not to 
have any superfluity, nor yet, however, to have a deficiency. 

Chr. O Ceres ! how blessed is his life which ^ you have 
set forth, if after sparing and toiling he shall leave behind hiru 
not even wherewith to be buried.' 

Pov. You are trying to scoff at and ridicule me, heedless 
of being earnest, not knowing that I render men better both 
in mind and body than Plutus'' does. For with him* they 
are gouty in their feet, and pot-bellied, and thick-legged, and 
extravagantly fat ; but with me they are thin and slender, and 
grievous to their foes. 

Chk. For, no doubt, "^ you bring about the slenderness for 
them by hunger. 

Pov. Now therefore I will discourse to you respecting so- 
briety, and will demonstrate that orderly behaviour dwells 
with me, but that riotousness belongs to Plutus. 

Chk. In sooth it is very orderly to steal and to dig through 
walls. 

Bl. Yes, by Jove ;' how is it not orderly, if he must escape 
notice ? 

Pot. Consider therefore the orators in the states, how, 

' " Doch ist so nicht mein Leben bestellt, bei Zeus ! nein, wird es 
auch nie sein." Droyaen. 

For this emphatic repetition of the negative, cf. vs. 712, infra. 
Ran. 1043, 1308. Thesm. 718. Nub. 344, 1470. Theoc.iv. 29; v. 14; vi 
22 ; vii. 39. Menander, Colax, Fragm. i. ed. Didot. Soph. Ajax, 970. 
.Oemosth. p. 372, 13; 399, 24; 413, 16; 421, 17. Schneidewin, Hy- 
perid. Orat. p. 42. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 11, obs. 3. 

^ Cf. vss. 289, 987. Lys. 748, 1022. Aves, 820. Pax, 840. Ach. 
829. Vesp. 1377. Horn. II. xiii. 612, 650. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, 
obs. 7. 

' Cf. Achavn. 691. Eccles. 592. ^Esch. Theb. 737. Soph. Col. 790. 
Eur. Phcen. 1461. Cicero, Rose. Amer. ix. 

* For this construction, see note on Eccles. 701, and cf. ibid. 
vs. 810. 

' See note on Eccles. 275. 

' " Ja wohl." Droysen. See note on Ran. 22 1. 

' This verse in Dindorf s edition is bracketed as spurious. Bent- 
ley had already pronounced fit an unmeaning 'jnterpilation, See 
Porson, Advers. p. 34. 
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when they are poor, they are just towards ino people and the y 
state ; but when they have become rich out of the public /\ 
purse, they immediately become unjust, and plot against the 
commons, and make war upon the democracy. 

Chr. Well, you don't speak falsely in any of these things, 
although ' you are exceedingly slanderous. But you shall saf- 
fer none the less — don't pride ^ yourself on this — because you 
jeek to convince us of this, that poverty is better than riches. 

Pov. And you too are not yet able to refute me about this, 
but talk nonsense and flap your wings. 

Chr. Why, how is it that all shun you ? 

Pov. Because I make them better. But you maj' see it best 
in ' children ; for they shun their fathers who are very well-dis- 
posed towards them. So difficult a matter is it to distinguisli 
what is right. 

Chr. You will say then' that Jupiter does not correctly dis- 
tinguish what is best ; for he too has wealth.* 

Bl. And despatches^ her to us. 

Pov. Nay, O you who are both of you purblind in your 
minds with old-fashioned prejudices, Jupiter is certainly poor ; 
and I will now teach you this clearly. For if he was rich, how 
would he, when celebrating the Olympic games himself, where 
he assembles all the Greeks every fifth year, have pro-y 
claimed as conquerors the victorious athletes, having crowned 
thom with a chaplet of wild olive?' And yet he ought*' 
rather to crown them with gold, if he was rich ? 

CiiK. By this therefore he certainly shows that he honours 
riches. For through parsimony and a wish to spend none of 

' See note on Eccles. 1.59, and note " on p. 716. 

^ The parenthetical sentence refers to the ow tI/6vSu tovtuv ovliv. 

' See note on Ran. 762. * See notes on Aves, 161, 1308. 

» " For all his pelf he keeps to himself." Wheelwright. 

" Und der ja behalt sich den Reichthum doch." Droysen. 

* Sec Matthia, Gr. Gr. § 471, 9. Fielding has mistranslated Bent- 
ley s Latin, and consequently misrepresented his view of the passage. 

' The reading varies between Koriyy and Korivou. Person. Dobree, 
and Din dorf read Kortj/ifi, as if from an adjective icoTivoJf. It occurs 
again in vs. 592. " For adjectives in oCf, see Blomf. ad Pers. 85. 
Elmsley, Med. 1129." Dobree. 

' See note on Thesm. 74. This is not an example of doubly pro- 
Uiais. For tairoi, see note on Eccles. 159. 
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t, he crowns the victors with trifles and lets liis wealth re- 
main by him.' 

Pot. You seek to fix upon him a much more disgraceful 
tiling than poverty, if he, though rich, be so stingy and 
avaricious. 

Chk. Well, may Jupiter utterly destroy you, having crown- 
ed you with a chaplet of wild olive ! 

Pov. To think of your daring 2 to contradict me, that all 
your blessings are not through poverty ! 

Chr. One may learn this from Hecate, whether to be rich 
or to suffer hunger is better. For she says that those who 
have property and are wealthy send a dinner every month, 
while the poor people snatch it away before^ one has set it 
down. But go and be hanged,^ and don't mutter any thing 
move whatever. For you shall not convince me, even if you 
should convince me.^ 

Pov. " O city of Argos," you hear what he says I" 

Chr. Call Pauson, your messmate. 

Pov. What' shall I do, unhappy woman ! 

Chr. Go to the devil quickly from us ! 

Pov. But whither on earth shall I go ? 

Chr. To the piUory ; you ought not to delay, but to make 
haste. 

Pov. Assuredly you wiU have to send for me hither some- 
time.* 

' " Divitias sibi servat." Brunck. " iav is used in the same sense by 
(he Scholiast on Av. 1283." Dobree. 
' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 1, obs. 6, and note on Nub. 268. 
' Cf. Ran. 166. 

' " Nun hoi' dich die Pest!" Droysen. Cf. vs. 610. Eur. Heracl. 
285. Androm. 709, 715. Arist. Ach. 460. Plaut. Men. ii. 2, 21. Thom. 
Mag. p. 895. " See Taylor on Lycurg. p. 328." Dobree. 
* " Convince a man against his will, 

He 's of the same opinion still." Gay. 
Strato ap. Athen. ix. p. 383, B., 

TO S' ouK av raxv 
iiTHaiV ri UeiSii /id rrjv rijv olS' on. 

' From the Telephus of Euripides. The same line occurs again in 
Equit. 8lS. 

' See note on Lys. 884. 

' " Aliguando." Bruncle. " Dereinst. ' Droysen. See Nub. 1236, 
Vesp. 1235. Pax 1087, 1187 Forivrai.SI, see Elmsley, Achain. 73S. 
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Chr. Then you shall return ; but now go and be hanged ! 
For it is better for me to be rich, and to leave you to wail loudly 
in your head.' [_Exit Poverty."] 

Bl. By Jove, then, I wish, when I am rich, to feast along 
with my children and my wife ; and going sleek from the bath, 
after I have batlied, to fart at the artisans and Poverty. 

Chr. This cursed wi-etch is gone. But let you and me 
convey the god as soon as possible to the temple of .iEsculapius 
to put him to bed in it.'' 

Bl. And let us not delay, lest again some one come and 
hinder us from doing something useful.^ 

Chr. Boy Carlo, you must bring out the bed-clothes, 
and convey Plutus himself, as is customary, and the other 
things, as many as are ready prepared in the house. \_Exeur)t 
Chreniylus and Blepsidemus."] ^ 

Cario {returning from the temple'). O you old men, who 
very often at the festival of Theseus* have sopped up soup to 
.-ery little bread, how prosperous you are, how happily you 
are circumstanced, and the rest of you, as many as have any 
claim to a good character I 

Cho. But what news is there, O good sir, about ^ your 

* ** TO Kt^a\i)V TTOOg TO JcXoEtV tTVVaTTTt KOI flTjStV t^tt) \afij3av(. ' 

Scholiast. Lys. 520, f^airic' oTOTvita^ai /laKpa ri'iv Kiipakiiv. Vesp. 584i 
tKnuvrijiUQ jiaKpa tt/v KKpaXriv tlirovTig Ty SiaSrqicy. Lys. 1222, kmkuieit^i 
tAq TpixaQ fMKpa. Cf. note on vs. 734, infra 

' " iyKaTo^riaovTiQ." Scholiast. For the dual of the subject with 
the plural of the verb, see Matthia, Gr. Gr. § 301, and ef. vss. 73, 
tl7, 430, 464, 736. " Ut illic incuiet." Brunch. But lyKaTOKXivm is a 
transitive verb. 

' Cf. Eccles. 784. Lys. 20. 

' There is here a long interval of time, during which Plutus is 
taken to the temple of .Slsrulapius and cured of his blindness. In 
the first edition, probably, the parabasis came inhere: atall events 
• long choral ode must have intervened between vs. 626 and 627- 

* This feast was held on the eighth- day of every month, in com- 
memoration of that hero's return from Argolis on that nay of the 
month of July, on the sixteenth of which was held the Cynoecia, or 
commemoration of his uniting Attica in one town, the account of 
which is given by Thucydides, ii. 15. 

° Soph. Trach. 1122, rijc lirirpbg ijKu) rijc i/irjc (ppaaiDV. Philoc. 439 
TvaKiov ydp ^uTcg iiipfiaofioLi. Elect. 317. ti^u icnniyvr}Tov tl ipric ; 
Horn. Oq. a. 174, livi Si fioi Trarpot; Ti xai iiiiog. In these construc- 
tions the genitive per se expresses what belongs to, or concerns, tho 
pf-scns mentioned. See Krgiier, Gr. Gr. ^ 47, 10, obs. 8. Her 
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friends ? for you appear to have come as a messenger of some 
jood news. 

Ca. My master is most prosperously circumstanced, — or 
rather Plutus himself ; for instead of being blind, he lias 
been ' restored to sight, and has been made clear-sighted in the 
pupils of his eyes, having found jEsculapius a friendly physi- 
cian.* 

Clio. You tell me a matter for joy, you tell me a matter 
for shouting. 

Ca. 'Tis your lot to rejoice, whether you wish it or no. 

Cho. I will loudly praise ^sculapius blest in his children, 
and^ a great light to mortals. [Enter wife of Chremyhis.\ 

Wife. What in the world means the shout ? Is some goo-l 
news announced ? for, longing for this, I have been sitting in 
the house this long while, waiting for this fellow. 

Ca. Quickly, quickly, bring wine, mistress, in order that 
you yourself also may drink, — and you are very fond'' of doing 
it, for I bring you all blessings in a lump. 

Wife. Why, where are they ? 

Ca. You will soon learn by what is said. 

WiFK. Be quick and finish then some time or other wha, 
you are for saying. 

Ca. Hear then ; for I will tell you the whole affair froa 
tiie foot to the head.'^ 

Wife. Nay, not on my head, pray.^ 

Ca. Not the blessings which have now taken place ? 

mann, Vig. Append, p. 703. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 150, 152. Moderr 
grammarians h,iv-,; very justly rejected the very unphilosophical 
ellipse of a preposition. 

' " From the Phineus of Sophocles." Stcholiast. Cf. ^sch. Eurn. 
104, and Blomf. Gloss. P. V. 508. " See Aldi Hort. Adon. p. 97, 
b., and Lobeck, Phryii. p. 34." Dobree. 

- Eur. Daiiaid. Fragm.ix., rliioc Bimv /3poraiv rf npiviitvovQ rvxiiiv. 

' The position of the words in the original is very remarkable. 

' Cf. Thesm. 733-738. 

^ Plant. Epid. V. 1,16, " Contempla, Epidice. Usque ah ungui- 
<^1(» ad capillum summum festivissima est." "Aristophanes here 
(allies the extravagant superstition of the Athenians, who were 
ftfraid of hearing even good news, when told in an ominous manner. 
Hy an apt collocation of the words, he has introduced the verv 
phrase iig KtipaKriv am, which was used as an imprecation, whic)i 
immediately frightens the old woman, and drives both Plutus and 
bet- curiosity out of her head, with the f!ar of the omen." Fielding, 

• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 12, 
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Wife. Nay, rather, not the troubles.' 

Ca. As soon as we came to the god, conveying a man, at 
that time most miserable, but now blessed and fortunate, if 
there ever was one,* we first conveyed him to the sea, and 
then washed him. 

Wife. By Jupiter, then he was fortunate, an old man washed 
in the cold sea ! 

Ca. Then we went tc the temple of the god. And when 
our wafers and preparatory sacrifices were offered on the altar, 
and our cake in the flame of Vulcan,' we laid Plutus on a couch, 
as was proper, while each of us began putting his mattress in 
order. 

Wife. And were there any others also in need of the god ? 

Ca. Yes, there was one Neoclides,^ who is indeed blind, ' 
but out-does ^ in stealing those who see: and many others 
having all sorts of diseases. But when the sacrist ^ of the 
god put out the lamps and ordered us to sleep, telling us 
if any one should hear a noise, he must be silent, we all 
laid down in an orderly manner. And I could not sleep • 
but a pot of porridge which was lying a little way off from 
the head of an old woman strongly affected me, towards which 
I desired exceedingly to creep. Then on looking up I see 
the priest snatching away' the cakes and dried figs from the 
sacred table. And after this he went round to all the altars 
round about, if any where a cake might be left ; and then he 
consecrated these — into a sack.* And I, supposing' there 

' She puns on the word -irpayjiaTa. See vs. 649. 

2 "The Scholiast rightly observes that Airip tiq aXkoq is more 
usual." Dobree. Nub. 356, t'.Trip rivi (caXX^j. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
5 69, 32, obs. 14. 

' Eur^ l-plir"Aul. 1601, iirel S' airav /tarijv&paicwS'ij SO/i' ev'H^aiarov 
-^oyC Ion, 707, KaWi^Xoya jriXavov 'ml trvpl KoSiayviaag. 

' Cf. vs. 716, 717. Eccles. 254, 398. According to the Scholiast, 
he had been guilty of appropriating the public money. 

' Cf. Equit. 659. Aves, 363. 

° " o ■TTpoir. T. &. is (Bdituus JEseulajni, adituus tedia ^sculapii, aditmu 
ab jEsmlapio : for these formulae are all found in ancient inscrip- 
tions." Fischer. 

' This will remind the reader of the history of Bel and the 
Dragon. 

• " Dann aber weiht er alles das in den Sack hinein." Droytm. 

* " Und Ich, in der Meinung, so zu thun, sei wer weiss wie 

fromra." Droyitn 
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was great piety in the thing, got up towards the pot of por- 
ridge. 

WiBE. most daring' of men, were you not afraid of the 
god ? 

Ca. Yes, by the gods, lest he might get to the pot before me, 
with Bis garlands on ; for his priest taught me that before- 
hand.^ But the old woman, when she heard my noise, 
stretched forth ^ her hand ; and then I hissed and seized it 
with my teeth, as if I were an ^sculapian'' snake. But she 
immediately drew back her hand again, and lay down, having 
wrapped herself up quietly, farting for fear more oifensively 
than a weasel. And then I swallowed greedily the greater 
part of the porridge :* and then, when I was full, I rested. 

Wife. But did not the god come to you ? 

Ca. Not yet. And after this now I did a very laughable 
thing indeed ; for as he was approaching, I farted very loudly ; 
for my belly ^ had been blown out. 

Wife. Doubtless he was immediately disgusted at you on 
account of this. 

Ca. No; but a c;rtain laso,^ who was following along 
with him, blushed a little, and Panacea took hold of her nose 
and turned away her head ; for I fart no frankincense. 

Wife. But he himself ? 

- "Du verwegenster Menseh." Droysen. 

' " Denn es hatte das der Priester zuvor mir klar gemacht." 

Droyien 
See vs. 676—681. 

' " iUruve." Scholiast. The reading of this line imolves the dis- 
puted point, whether the Attics ever elide the t of the dative sin- 
gular. The afBrmative is maintained by Person, (Pra;f. Hec. p. 24,) 
Hermann, (Hec. 906, Doctr. Metr. p. 56,) and Monk (Ale. 1123) ; 
the negative by Elmsley (Heracl. 693, Soph. Rex, 1445) and Lobeck 
(Ajax, 801). See Gretton's Elmsleiana, p. 41. Kriiger pronounces 
it 'extremely doubtful." No example, I believe, has been found 
in ancient inscriptions. See Rose's " Greek Inscriptions," p. 67. 
The ( of the dative plural, on the other hand, is never elided in Attic 
Greek, though frequently in Epic. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 2nd part, 
^ 12, 2, obs. 3. 

* See Liddelfs Lex. in voc. irapwae. 

^ See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 28, obs. 9. Dorville, Char. p. 281. 

^ Hegiochus ap. Athen. ix. p. 408, B., trvoc Kvdnivov lien rrjv iiir 
yaffrkpa ^va^. 

J ' laso and Panacea, daughters of ^sculapius ; here two female 
friends of the priests." Vots. See Aristoph. .4/»^AiorotM, Fragm. J 
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Ca. No, by Jovo, he did not even take riolice of it. 

Wife. Then you represent the deity to be boorish. 

Ca. No, by Jove, not I ; but a dung-eater.- 

Wife. Ha, you v/retch ! 

Ca. After this I immediately covered myself up for fear ; 
while he went round in a circuit inspecting all the maladies 
very regularly. Then a servant set before him a small stone 
mortar and a pestle and a small chest. 

Wife. Of stone ?^ 

Ca. No, by Jove, certainly not, not' the little chest. 

Wife. But how did you see, the devil take* you ! who 
say you were wrapped up ? 

Ca. Through my little threadbare cloak ; for, by Jupiter,'' 
it has* no few holes. First of all he began to pound up a 
plaster' for Neoclides, having thrown in three heads of 
Tenian' garlic. Then he beat them up in the mortar, mixing^ 
along with them gum and squill ; and then he moistened it \ / 
with Sphettian'" vinegar, and spread it over, having turned Y 
his eyelids inside out, that he might be pained the more. / 
And he crying out and bawling, jumped up and ran away, 
while the god laughed and said : " Sit there now," plastered 
over, that I may stop'^ your excusing yourself on oath from 
the Assembly." '^ 

Wife. How very''' patriotic and wise the god is ! 

' See Porson, Advers. p. 65. " For he has to see, examine, and 
taste potion, pill, urine — and worse." Droysen. 

' Tne interest the good woman takes in the parts which are not 
at all essential to the story, is extremely characteristic of her." 

Drvysen. 

' See note on vs. 551, supra. 

* See note on Thesm. 879. 

' " /id is to be referred to oirK, as Brunck rightly observes. Sec vs. 
343, and Alexis ap. Athen. vi. p. 258, E." Dobree. 

' For this use of the imperfect, cf. vs. 801, infra. Ran. 811. Pax. 
141, and Benihardy, W. S. p. 375. 

' See Blomf. Gl. Prom. V. 488. 

" Dobree proposes Ttjviag, referring to Ehnsley, Quart. Rev. No. 
flv. p. 419—460. 

• See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 24. '• Cf. Athen. ii. sect. 76. 
" See note on Thesm. 1001. " See note on Lys. 1243. 

" By giving him a valid excuse. Cf. 747. 

" Dass du kiinftig schworst, 
Ichhinderte dich zu komn-.en in die Ekk'esie." Droittf: 
" See note on Aves, 924. 

3 a 
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Ca. After this ha sat down beside Plutiis : ' and first he 
handled his head, and then he took a clean napkin and wiped 
his. eyelids all round : and Panacea covered his head and 
the whole of his face with a purple cloth. Then the god 
whistled ; then two snakes rushed forth from the temple, 
prodigious in size.''' 

Wife. O ye friendly gods ! 

Ca. And these two gently crept under' the purple cloth 
and began to lick his eyelids, all round, as it appeared to me. 
And before you could have drank up ten half-pints of wine, 
mistress, Plutus was standing up having the use of his eyes : 
and I clapped my hands for joy, and began to wake my 
master. But the god immediately took himself'' out of sight, 
and the snakes took themselves into the temple ; while those 
who were lying in bed near him, you can't think how ^ they 
began embracing Plutus, and kept awake the whole night, 
until day dawned. But I praised the god very much, be- 
cause he had quickly caused Plutus to see, while he made 
Neoclides more blind than before. 

Wife. How much^ power you possess, king and master ! 
But [to Cario"] tell me, where is Plutus ? 

Ca. He is coming. But there was a prodigious' crowd 
about him. For all those who were formerly just, and had a 
scanty subsistence, were embracing him and shaking hands 
with him for joy ; but as many as Svere rich, and had much 
property, not having acquired their subsistence justly, were 
contracting their brows,* and at the same time looking an- 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. JIXovtwv. 

' nkyiBoQ Tk the " Accusativus Respectds." Cf. Aves, 1000, 1251, 
1700. Pax, 229, 674, 675. Equit. i\, and see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. ^ 46, 
4. Lhardy ad Herod, ii. 19. Arnold, Greek Exercises, § 134. Bern- 
hardy (W. S. p. 117) calls it "The Accusative for defining the 
quality." 

' See note on vs. 504, supra. 

* We might rather have expected the simple passive, 
' See note on Ran. 54. 

* For the construction, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 11, obs. 1. 
riernhardy, W. S. p. 325. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs. 12, and compare note on 
lys. 198. 

" AristEenetus, i. 17, p. 44, firj aKvBpiiTraZi koKj) ye ovaa, /iriSi r<ki 
^ikpte avayt, ti yap ^o/Hepd ycj/oio, ^ttov lari KoKri. Cf. Antiphanei 
8p. Athen. vi. p. 226, E. 
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gry. lint the others were following behind with gariauJs 
on, laughing and shouting in triumph; and the shut' of the 
old men was resounding ' with their steps in good tinie.^ But 
come, do you all together with one accord dance, and leap, 
and form a chorus ; for no one will announce to you when you 
go in that there is no meal in the bag. 

Wife. And I, by Hecate, wish to crown you for your good 
news* with a string of cracknels,* who have announced such 
tidings. 

Ca. Do not then delay any longer, for the men are now 
near to the dooi 

WiFF. Come then, let me go in and fetch some sweet- 
meats^ to be showered as it were over his newly purchased 
eyes. [_Exit wife of ChremylusJ^ ^.^■^'^ 

Ca. But I wish to go to meet them. \Exit Cario.\ """^ 

Plu. {entering, accompanied by Chremylus and a great 
crowd of people). And first I salute" the sun, and then the 
illustrious soiF of the august Pallas, and the whole land of 
Cecrops, which received me. I am ashamed of my misfor- V/ 
tunes, because I associated with such men** without my know- 
ing it, but shunned those who were worthy of my society, 
knowing nothing, oh, unhappy me ! How wrongly I acted 
both in that case^ and in this ! But I will reverse them all 
again, and henceforth show to all men that I unwillingly gave 
myself up to the wicked. 

Chk. {to some bystander). Go to the devil ! How trou- 
olesome a thing are the friends who appear immediately, when 
one is prosperous ! For they nudge me with their elbows, and 

' Eur. Med. 1180, a-kytj TrvKvoTaiv Iktvitci Spo/iiuiaaiv. The pas- 
give voice is rare ; but compare Thesm. 995. 
= Cf. Thesm. 985. ', For the construction, of. Equit. OiT. 

• Lys. 646, fx^"*^* ttf^a^wv opfiaOov. 

• See Liddell's Lex. in voc. KaTaxvaiia, For the construction, 
cf. Pax, 235. 

" Dindorf remarks on the abruptness of this address. It would 
teem to be a continuation of an address begun before he left the 
temple, wherein he had been returning thanks to jEsculapius. 

' Hemsterhuis compares Eur. Andr. 1086. Iph. T. 972. TEseh. 
Choeph. 1035—1037. See Mus. Crit. ii. p. 117. 

" o'lotf = oTi TOiovTots. See Jelf, Gr. Gr. § 804, 9. Matthia, | 
480, obs. 3. Hermann, Vig. n. 194. 

• Utlva, his associating with the wicked : ravra, his shunning the 
Koud. Cf. note on Lys. 134. 

3 A 3 
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bruise' my shins, each of them exliibiting^ some good will. 
For who did not address me ? What a crowd of old men was 
there not around me in the market-place? \_Enter wife of 
Chremylus.'l 

Wife. dearest of men ! Welcome, both you, and you ! 
Come now, for it is the custom let me take and pour^ these 
sweetmeats over you. 

Plu. By no means ; for on my first entry into the house, 
and .when I have recovered my eye-sight, it is in no wise be- 
coming to carry out any thing, but rather to carry in. 

Wife. Then, pray, will you not accept my sweetmeats ? 

Plu. Yes, in the house, by the fireside, as is the custom. 
Then also we may avoid the vulgarity of the thing ; for it is 
not becoming for the dramatic poet^ to throw dried figs and 
sweetmeats to the spectators and then force them to laugh at 
this. 

Wife. You say very well ; for see ! there's Dexinicus^ 
standing up, with the intention of snatching at the dried figs ! 
[^Exeunt Plutus, Chremylus, icife, and attendants.^ 

Ca. (coming out of the house). How delightful it is, sirs, 
to fare prosperously ! especially if one has brought out nothing 
from home.'' For a heap' of blessings has rushed into' our 
house, without our committing any injustice. Under these 
circumstances ^ wealth is a very delightful thing. Our meal- 

' " (pKHJaC awTpipovai, ^Xtpovai, Kiiovai." Scholiast. 
' See notes on Vesp. 554. Ran. 1075. Eur. Orest. 1694, x^pflre 
vvv 'ixaaToe. Horn. II. H. 175, iati/irivavTo iKaaTog. Cf. vs. 1196, infra, 
» Cf. note on Lys. 864. 

* SiSaaKaXij) — vpofiakovTa. Cf. note on vs. 287. Aristophanes has 
liere forgotten what he had formerly done himself. See Acharn. 
805^807. Pax, 963. 

* " Dexinicus is otherwise unknown." Droysen. The reading, 
however, is very uncertain. The early editions mostly exhibit ws 
li SiviKos, of whom no more is known than of Dexinicus. For this 
use of the imperfect, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 374. 

' i. e. without any outlay. " t^eviyKovTa- iairaviiaavTa." Scholiast, 

' Achilles Tatius, vi. c. 4, ijiciu (rot (pkpuiv dyaSCiv auipov Synes. 
Epist. 94, aya^av iajioQ. 

' Xenarchus ap. Athen. ii. p. 63, F., dXaoTwp r' liairkTraiKt. Cf. 
Athen. i. p. 7, F. Soph. Rex, 1252. 

' " Es ist so das Reichsein doch ein gar zu susses Ding." Droyien, 
"There is a difficulty in oiirw, which the editors have not under- 
ttood. ovTui is nempe, and refers to oi'biv r/SiKtiKoaiv, Cum nihil in- 
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cliest is full of wheaten flour, and our wine-jars of dark « iwe 
with a high perfume.' And all our vessels ai-e I'ull of silver 
and gold, so that I vconder. And our oil-jar is full of oil ; 
and our flasks are full of unguents, and our garret of dried 
figs. And every vinegar-cruet, and platter, and pot has be- 
come of brass ; and our rotten, fishy chargers you may see 
of silver. And our lantern has suddenly become of ivory. 
And we servants play at even and odd with golden staters ; 
and we no longer wipe ourselves with stones,^ but always 
with garlic, through luxury. And at present my master is 
sacrificing within a swine, and a goat, and a ram, with a 
chaplet on : but the smoke drove me out ; for I was not able 
to remain within ; for it stung my eye-lids. [^Enter a Just 
Man attended by his servant.'] 

J. M. Follow with me,' my little boy,'that we may go to 
the god. [Enter Ckremt/ltis.'] 

Chr. Ha ! who is this who approaches ? 

J. M. A man, formerly wretched, but now prosperous. 

Chr. It is evident that you are one of the good, as it appears, 

J. M. Most certainly. 

Chr. Then, what do you want ? 

J. M. I have come to the god : for he is the author of 
great blessings to me. For having received a considerabie 
property from my father, I used to assist those of my friends^ 
who were in want, thinking it to be useful for life.^ 

justi feceris divitiis pollers res est jucunda." Boissonade. Cf. Aves, 656, 
1217, 1503. Bentley, Brunck, Person, and Dindorf consider the 
line to be spurious. Hemsterhuis proposed ovtuq in place of oi!rci». 
There are no grammatical reasons against joining oiirm with ijW, 
only that Carlo has not yet enumerated the blessings. 

' Pherecrates ap. Athen. vi. p. 269, B., TtXfiptiQ KvXiKae oivov 
liiXavoQ avioaiiiov. Cf. Eccl. 1124. Ran. 1150. 

' Cf. Pax, 12.30. Macho ap. Athen. xiii. p. 578, E., and Athen. 
xiii. p. 584, C. Adag. 896, 

rpiiQ tiaiv iKavol npi^KTov iKfta^ai Xi^oi, 
av &ai Tpax^tff* av Si XcTot, rkffffapig. 

' For this construction Dobree refers to Plato, Menex. p. 235, B. 
Xenoph.'Hellen. v. 2, 19. Lexicon Sangerm. an. Bekk. Anecd. i. 
p. 368. 

* Vs. 928, v/iSv o PovkojiivoQ. Aves, 1312, Ueivwv Toig vpoaiovrac. 
Eccles. 195, Tuv prjTopuiv 6 tout dvawitaag. Eurip. Phryxis, Fragm. 
XV., PqotHv oi pXiirovreg. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 155. 

' "Which course I judged to be of use i;i life." Wheelwright 
Terence, Andr. i- i- 33i " Id aibitror apprime in viti esse utile." 
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Chr. Doubtless your money soon failed ' you. 

J. M. Just so. 

Chr. Therefore after this you were wretched. 

J. M. Just so. And I thought I should have as really 
firm friends, if ever I might want them, those whom I had 
before done kindness to when they were in want : but they 
began to avoid me, and pretended not^ to see me any longer. 

Chr. And also^ laughed at you, I well know. 

J. M. Just so. For the dearth'' which was in my vessels 
ruined me. 

Chk. But not now. 

J. M. Wherefore with good reason I have come hither to 
the god, to offer up my vows. 

Chr. But what has the threadbare cloak to do with the 
god,^ which this servant is carrying in your retinue?^ tell 
me. 

J. M. This also I am coming t6 the god to dedicate. 

Chr. Were you initiated,' then, in the Great Mysteries 
in it? 

J. M. No ; but I shivered in it for thirteen years. 

Chr. But your shoes ? 

J. M. These also have weathered the storm along with mc. 

' See Person, Hec. 1141. , 

' So Pax, 1051, iiii vvv opav SoK^/iev ai-bv, then let us pretend not io 
tee him. Cf. Equit. 1146. Ran. 564. Eur. Med. 66. Hippol. 465. Iph. 
T. 956. Rhes. 684. Msch. Prom. V. 394. Herod, i. 10. Plato, Rep. 
viii. p. SSS, E. Lucian, Timon, c. 5, ol Si TropptuSnv iSovrig irepav Ik- 
TpETTOvraL^ dvffdvTTjrov Kai airoTpoiraiov ^kafia o4^e(X^(fL viroXafilSoLvov' 
Tiq, Tov ov TTpo TToWov atjjTT^pa Kai ivepysrriv avTuiv ytyevrjiikvov. Eur. 
Med. 661, TckvriTa (pevyci Trdg Tic mTroSwv (jiiXoQ. 

^ "Kai is to be translated by ati4 also, when it adds a clause in 
which the verb of the foregoing clause, or a synonymous one, oc- 
curs. Otherwise Kai — Sk corresponds to our and also. In these, Kai 
means also, and Si means and, (in negation, ovSi — Si,) and they 
always (except in Epic Greek) have an emphatic word bettoeen them 
opposed to a foregomg one." Kruffer. See Porson, Orest. 614. For 
ti! olS" oTi, see note on Lj's. 154. 

' " Quum squalent exinanita vasa nihilque in iis superest, quod mensam 
Inculenter instruat." Hemsterhuis. "Das verschimmelte Hausgeriith 
dekreditirte mich.'' Voss. 

' " Quid facit, quid pertinet ad deum Plutumf" Hemsterhuis. 

• See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 254. 

' " It was the custom to dedicate the garment in which one had 
been initiated in the mysteries to some deity." Droysen. See Bern- 
hardy, W. S. p, 190 
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Chr. Then wore you bringing these also to dedicate them ? 

J. M. Yes, by Jupiter. 

Chr. You have come with very pretty' presents for the 
god. £JEnter an informer attended hy his witness.^ 

Inf. Ah me, unhappy ! How I am undone, miserable 
man, and thrice unhappy,^ and four times, and Sve times, and 
twelve times, and ten thousand times ! alas ! alas ! with so 
powerful * a fate have I been mingled. 

Chr. O Apollo, averter of evil, and ye friendly gods ! what 
in the world is the misfortune which the man has suffered ? 

Inf. Why, have I not now suffered shocking things, who 
have lost every thing out of my house through this god, who 
shall be blind again, unless law-suits be wanting. 

J. M. I imagine I pretty nearly see into the matter ; for a 
man is approaching who is badly off ; and he seems to be of 
the bad stamp.'' 

Chr. By Jupiter, then, he is rightly^ ruined. 

Inf. Where, where is this feUow who sin gly promised he 
would immediately make us all rich, if he were to recover his 
sight again ^ as before ? On the contrary, he has' ruined some 
much more. 

Chr. And whom, pray, has he treated thus ? 

Inf. Me here. 

Chr. Were you of the number of the wicked ones and 
housebreakers ? 

Ikf. By Jove, there is certainly* no good in any of you, 
and it must be that you have" my money. 

' See Krijger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 15, ots. 1. 

2 See Person, Praef. Hec. p. 30. Cf. Ach. 102*. Eccles. 1098. 
Ran. 19. Pax, 1271. Thesm. 209, 875. Pollux, vi. 165. 

' Properly an epithet of wine which will bear mixing with a great 
quantity of water. Soph. Antig. 1311, ItiXaiif dk avyKkKpajiai Svf. 
Cf. iEsch. Cho. 744. 

* Cf. vs. 957, infra. Ran. 726. Acharn. 517. 

* Cf. Ach. 1050. Pax, 271, 285. Equit 1180. Demosth. p. 141, 
14. Plato, Symp. p. 174, E. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56,8, obs. 2. Bern- 
hardy, \V. S. p. 476. Hermann, Vig. n. 229. Dorville, Char. p. 297. 

* Cf. vs. 221, 113. Pax, 997, 1327. Soph. Rex, 132. Plato, 
Gore. p. 489, D. 

' See Kru^er, Gr. Gr. § 56, 3, obs. 1. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 310. 
Donaldson, Complete Greek Grammar, § 390. 

' " oi) fikv ovv, non utique, haudquaqnam," Fischer. See Kriiger, 
Gr. Gr. § 64, 5, obs. 4. 

» Sse note on Thesm. 882. 



"28 PLUTXJS. 872-890 

Ca. Ceres, how insolently the informer has come in ! It 
is evident that he is ravenously hungry.'. 

Inf. You cannot be too^ quick in going speedily to the 
markst-place ; for you must there be racked upon the wheel 
and declare your villanies.' 

Ca. Then you'll suffer for it. 

J. M. By Jupiter the Preserver, this god is of great valus 
to all the Greeks, if he shall utterly destroy the informers 
the wretches,'* in a wretched way.* 

Inf. Ah me, miserable ! Are you also laughing at me, who 
are an accomplice ? for whence have you got this garment ? 
But yesterday I saw you with a threadbare cloak on. 

J. M. I care nothing for you : for see ! I wear this ring,' 
having purchased it from Eudemus' for a drachma. 

Chr. But it is not possible to wear one against an in- 
former's* bite. 

Inf. Is not tiiis great insolence ? You mock me, but you 
have not stated what you are doing here. For you are here 
for no good. 

Chh. Certainly not, by Jove, for your good; be Well 
assured. >» 

Inf. For, by Jove, you will dine at my cost. 

' See Aulus Gellius, N. A. xvi. 3, 9. 

° See note on Eecles. 118 

' See note on Nub. 589. 

' Aristophanes has been obliged to commit what looks very like 
a solecism, in order to bring icaicoic KaKuiQ together. See note on 
Rai>. 1388. For fi, see Elmsley, Acharn. 338. 

' See note on Eecles. 730. 

' See note on Lys. 1027. Antiphanes ap. Athen. iii. p. 123, E., 
ihv S* dpa ffrpk^-g ue •jrepl T^v yatrTso*, v ritv dutbaX/tv^ v«u)d $Epraroo 
SaKTvXws iari fiot Cpaxi^^JQ- 

' Eudemus was a manufacturer of these rings. For the genitive, 
see note on Thesm. 425. 

• "Doch ist darin nichts gegen der Sykophanten Biss." Droysen. 
" Sed nullum reperias contra sycophanttB morsum.'* Brunch. 
Dobree commends this translation of Brunck's, and cites Eur. Andr, 
268. Med. 516. DiogenesLaert. vi. 51. Arist. Thesm. 530. Phi- 
lostr. Her. p. 14. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 213. Dawes, M. C.p. 380. 
ed. Kidd, and for the objective genitive, see Pax, 133. Soph. Ajax, 2. 
Eur. Hippol. 716. Demosth. p. 41, 5. Xenoph. Anab iv 5, 13. 
Kriiger, Gr. Or. § 47, 7, obs. 6. The construction of Soph. Phil. 643, 
is quite different. See Schneidewin's note on the passage. 
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Chr. For the sake of truth ' may you burst, together with 
your witness, filled with nothing.^ 

Inf. Do you deny it ? There is a great quantity^ of slices 
of salt-fish and roast meat within, you most abominable fel- 
iows. [^Sniffs.^ uhu, uhu, uhu, uhu, uhu, uhu.^ 

Chr. Do you smell any thing,* you poor wretch ? 

J. M. The cold, perhaps ; since he has on'' such a thread- 
bare cloak. 

Inf. Is this. bearable' then, Jupiter and ye gods, that 
these should commit outrages upon me ? Ah me ! how grieved 
I am that, good and patriotic as I am, I fare badly. 

Chr. You patriotic and good ? 

Inf. As never man was. 

Chr. Well now, answer me when asked— 

Inf. What?* 

Chr. Are you a husbandman ? 

Inf. Do you suppose me to be so mad ? 

Chr. Or a merchant?^ 

Inf. Yes, I pretend to be,'" upon occasion. 

Chr. Well then, did you learn any trade ? 

Inf. No, by Jove. 

Chr. How then, or whence, did you live," if you do m>- 
thing? 

Inf. I am manager of all the aflfairs of the state and private 
affairs. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. aX^fltio. For <ij it) in wisiies, see 
Horn. Od. A. 217. 

- "1 remember Person's translating it, ' May you burst— but not 
with eating.' Itappayfivat is sometimes used as an hyperbole, as in 
Equit. 701. [Pax, 32.] Alexis ap. Athen. vi. p. 258, E. Plioeni- 
sides, ibid. x. p. 415, E. Anaxdas, ibid. x. p. 416, E." Doliree.^ 
" May you and your witness burst your bellies — but not with meal," 
Fieldinr/. 

' See note on Thesm. 281. Xenoph. Cyrop. i. 1, 5, a^tvSovriTiTiv 
ira^TToXu rt j(pTjfia. 

• These are expressed by the nasal organs in pairs, and a longer 
breath is given to the second of each, so as to make an iambus. 

" " oa^paivai tovSe (cai roll. BviroXig AiKiv." Priscian 

' See Priscian, xviii. p. 1193, 15, ed. Putsch. 

' Cf. Acharn. 618. Soph. Rex, 439, and see note on Thesm. 520. 

• See Hermann, Vig. n. 25. . 

• See KriJger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 4, obs. 4. Liddell's Lex, in voc. 
•XXd, II. i. » Cf. Ecde8. 1027. 

" Cf. Aves, 1434. 
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Chb. You? Wherefore?* 

Inf. I please to do so. 

Chr. How then, you house-breaker,* can you be good, if, 
when it in no wise concerns you.^ you are then hated ? ' 

Inf. Why, does it not concern me,* you booby, to benefit 
my own city as far as I be able ? 

Chr. Then is to be a meddling busybody to benefit it? 

Inf. Nay, rather, to aid the established^ laws, and, if any 
one do wrong, not to permit it. 

Chr. Does not the state, then, purposely appoint judges to 
preside ? 

Inf. But who is the accuser ? 

Chr. Any one who pleases. 

Inf. Then I am he ; so that the aflfairs of the state have 
devolved on me. 

Chr. Then, by Jove, it has a sorry patron. But would 
you not prefer that,^ to keep quiet and live idle ? 

Inf. Nay, you are describing the life of a sheep, if there 
shall appear no amusement in life. 

Chr. And would you not learn better ? 

Inf. Not even if you were to give' me Plutus himself, 
and the silphium of Battus.* 

Chr. Quickly lay down your cloak. 

Ca. {to the informer). Ho you ! he is speaking to you. 

Chr. Next take oif your shoes. 

Ca. {to the informer). He says all this to you. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. iiav9avu>. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 66, 8, 
obs. 3. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 476. Herm. Vig. n. IP*. 

' Plaut. Pseud, iv. 2, 22, " Parietura perfossor." 

' See note on Lys. 13, and for ijra, cf. note on Thesm. 885. 

* Some MSS. and editions exhibit iioi — ivepyiTiivji. Dobree com- 
pares Soph. Rex, 823, [350.] Philoc. 369. Add Elect. 958. Eur. 
Med. 1236. For this construction, see Clacsical Museum, No. xxT. 
p. 24'3. 

» Cf. Demosth. p. 720, 14. Xenoph. Mem. iv. 4, 16 

' See note on Thesm. 477. 

' Cf. Nub. 108. Acharn. 966. 

' Battus led out a colony from Thera, an island in the ..Egean 
Sea, and founded the city of Cyrene in Africa, and was its first 
king. See Herod, iv. 154. Silphium formed a great branch of 
Grecian commerce with Cyrene. See CatuU. vii. t. The silphium 
of Battus was as proverbial as the gold mountains of the Persian king, 
For this position of the article, sec not? on Thesm. 1101. 
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Inf. Well now, let any of you that pleases come hither 
against me. 

Ca. " Then I am he." [ Seizes the informer and strips him 
of his cloak and shoes."] 

Inf. Ah me, miserable ! I am stripped in • the day time. 

Ca. For you do not hesitate to get a livelihood by meddling 
with other people's business. 

IxF. (to his witness). Do you see what he is doing ? I 
call you to witness ihis.^ [^Jlis witness runs off."} 

Chr. But the witness whom* you brought is running 
away. 

Inf. Ah me, I have been caught alone. 

Ca. Do you bawl now ? 

Inf. Ah me, again and^ again ! 

Ca. Do you [_to the Just Man] give me your threadbare 
. cloak, that I may put it on this informer. 

J. M. Certainly not ; for it has been this long while con- 
secrated to Plutus. 

Ca. Where then will it be better dedicated than around a 
knavish man and house-breaker ? But Plutus it is fitting to 
adorn with grand dresses. 

J. M. But what shall one make of the shoes ? tell me. 

Ca. These also I will instantly nail fast to this man's fore- 
head, as if to a wild* olive. 

Inf. I'll begone ; for I perceive I am much weaker than 
you. But if r find a comrade, even of fig-tree wood,^ I will 
to-day make this powerful god give me satisfaction, because 
he singly and alone is manifestly putting down the democracy, 
having neither prevailed upon the Senate of the citizens nor 
the Assembly. 

J. M. Well now, since you are marching with my panoply 
on, run to the bath, and then stand there in the front and 

' Cf. Demosth. p. 1125, ed. Reiske. 

2 See note on Ran. 528. 

' See notes on Thesm. 502. Nub. 863. 

» See Herm. Vig. n. 235. 

' " They especially chose the strong-lived olive to hang up their 
consecrated gifts on, for it took no hurt, though it were stuck all 
over with naUs." Voas. Cf. Virgil, jEn. xii. 768. 

" i. c. a cudgel, but with a pun on his own profession {avKo^avfin), 
as in Vest). 145. Ach. 726, S26. The commentators, ho«w)Vcri 
understancf ffiiJ«yo£ literally, and take avKtvof to mean weak. 
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warm '■ yourseU. For I also oncp, hcM this post. [_Exil 
informer.^ 

Chr. But the bath-man will take and drag him^ out of 
doors by the testicles ; for when he has seen him he will per- 
ceive that he is of that^ bad stamp. But let us two go in, 
that you may offer up your vows to the god.'' \_Exeunt 
Chremylus and Just ManJ] 

Old Woman {entering and bearing some cakes on a platter). 
dear old men, have we really come to the house* of this 
new god, or have we altogether missed the road ? 

Cho. Nay, know that you have come to the very door,*' my 
little girl ; for you ask seasonably.' 

Old Wom. Come then, let me summon * some one of those 
within. \_Enter Chremt/lus.'] 

Chr. Certainly not ; ^ for I myself have come out. But 
you must tell me for what in particular you have come. 

Old Wom. dearest sir, I have suffered dreadful and un- 
just things : for since what time this god began'" to have the 
use of his eyes, he has made my life to be insupportable." 

Che. What's the matter ? I suppose you also were an 
informeress '^ amongst women ? 

Old Wom. No, by Jupiter, not I. 

Chr. Or did you not drink fn your letter,'^ having obtained 
it by lot ? 

' Alciphron, Ep. i. 23, Spafiuiv Itti to jJaXaveiov Wepo/iriv. 

' Cf. Equit. 772. Aves, 442, and vs. 1053, infra. Prose writers 
use the middle form in this construction. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 
1+7. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 12, and compare note on Nub. 689. 

' Compare vs. 862, supra. tKiivoQ in such constructions denotes 
celebrity or notoriety. Cf. Vesp. 236. P'urip. Troad. 1188. Isocr. de 
Pace, p. 172. Demosth. Coron. p. 301, 19. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs. 
7. Bernhardy, W. S. p. 279. 

♦ A rare construction. See Thorn. M. p. 396. Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 86. 

» Cf. Soph. Elect. 1104. Rex, 934. And for this position of the 
demonstrative, see note on Aves, 813. ' Cf. Ran. 436. 

' An intentional ambiguity ; as iiomaq also means like a pretty 
girl, prettily. The old woman had come upon the stage in a girlist 
dress, and tricked out like a coquette. ' See note on Lys. 864 

• '^There's no need of calling any one." Fielding. For tXP^" s^* 
note on The=n) 74. '» Cf. vs. 114, 1173. 

" See note on vs. 197, supra. '- See note on Eccles. 713. 

" The passage will be intelligible enough on referring to Eccles 

iJS2— ii86. Cf. vs. 277, sujira. See alsoKriiger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 4, obs. 4 
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\-Old Wom. You are rajcking me ; but I burn with love,' 
unhappy woman. 

Chr. Will you not then quickly tell me what is your lov&? 

Old Wo.m. Hear then ! I had a clear youth, poor, indeed, 
but, for the rest,^ good looking, and handsome, and good. 
For if I wanted anything, he used to perform every thing for 
me decently and well, while I assisted him in all his wants 
in the same manner. 

Chr. But what was it he especially wanted of you, on 
each occasion ? 

Old Wom. Not much ; for he was marvellously respectful 
to me. But he used to ask for^ twenty drachmas of silver for 
a mantle, and eight for shoes ; and he used to entreat me to 
purchase a tunic* for his sisters, and a little mantle for his 
mother ; and he used to beg for four medimni of wheat. 

Chr. Certainly, by Apollo, this is not much which'' you 
have mentioned ; but it is evident that he respected you. 
I y Old Wom. And these moreover he said he asked of me, 
''not on account of lewdness, ^ but for affection, that while 
wearing my mantle, he might think on' me. 

Chr. Tou describe a man most marvellously* in love with 
you. 

' Cf. Macho ap. Athen. xiii. p. 577, E. 

= " dXX(i)£ it, ubriffem aber, is often found. See Arist. Plut. 976. It 
ought very probably to be restored to Thesm. 290, where aXKuig t is 
now read." Hermann. 

» For this use of the particle &v, cf. vss. 1140, 1142, 1143, 1180. 
Pax, 627, 640, 643, 647, 1200. Eccles. 307. Aves, 506, 520, 1288. 
Ran. 911,915,946,948,950. Lys.510— 518. Harper's Powers of the 
Greek Tenses, p. 85, 86. Kriiger, Gr. Or. § 53, 10, obs. 3. Brunck, 
Soph. Phil. 290. Porson, Phoen. 412, ad Xenoph. Anab. i. 5, 2. 
Hermann, Vig. n. 286, 287. Dawes, M. C. p. 441. For tig, cf. vs. 
1012. Herod, ii. 98. Lysias, p. 908, ed. Reiske. Elrasl. Med. p. 150. 

• For this use of the singular, see Bernhardy, W. S. p. 60. 

» See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 7. Cf. vs. 289, supra, and note 
on Lys. 597. _ ^^ 

• '^ oix'iviKa <ptiai, Tov vinjpiTiXv fiov Ty aaikyiiii.." Scholiast. He 
did not ask as the reward of hia performances." Fielding. 

' " Read ut/ivpro from Suidas voc. /»e/»v^o." Porson, See Lys. 
235. 253. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 31, 9, obs. 5. "See Aldi Cornucopia 
f. 186, a. Brunck on Soph. Phil. 119. Elmsl. Rex, 49. Heracl. 
283, and Addenda." Dobree. " Cf. Blomf. Callim. H. ApoU. vs. 10." 
Dimiorf. 

• " See Pors. Opusc. 221. Elmsl. Ach. 193. Heracl. 644,, and 
Addenda." Ddrtt, 
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Old. Wom. But the abominable fellow norv no longer has 
the same mind, but has changed very much. For when I sent 
iiim this cheese-cake here and the other ' sweetmeats which 
are upon the plate, and whispered^ that I would come in the 
evening — 

Che. What did he do to you ? tell me. 

Old Wom. He sent back to us besides this milk-cake here, 
on condition^ that I never came thither any more; and be- 
sides, in addition to this, when'' sending it off he said, " Once 
in olden time the Milesians^ were brave." 

Chr. It is evident that he was not very bad" in his cha- 
racter. So then,'' being rich, he no longer takes pleasure in 
lentil-porridge : but formerly, through his poverty, he used to 
eat every thing as a relish.* 

Old Wom. And yet formerly, by the two goddesses,' he 
used always to come to my door every day. 

Chr. For your burial ? 

' See note on Lys. 864. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. viruiruv. "Rightly Budaeus and 
Stephens '?««»» iM-ffidii-issem." Cf. Vesp. 55. Thuc. i. flS. Demosth. 
Cor. p. 245, 12. Aristoer. p. 639, 10." Dobree. " Uiid dabei ilini 
sagen liess." Droysen. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 216, 264, and note 
on V3. 90, supra. 

'' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 65, 3, ol«. 3, and"§ 55, 3, obs. 6. 

* " The meaning in my opinioi will be plainer if you refer 
iliroirljUTTuj' to d/iijra. Some one, f « rhaps, may prefer to under- 
stand it in this way: Et super hcecprtBtetjadwijtissitmissoadmenuncio. 
This I do not condemn in toto,' but think such a use of dTroirljuTriu 
very rare.'* Hemsterhuis. 

^ "This proverbial senarius is cited by Aristoteles ap. Athen. xii. 
p 523, F." Dobree. It occurs again in vs. 1075, infra. See also 
Vesp. 1060, and note on Lys. 106. on is often put before the very 
words of the speaker. In this case it is the Greek substitute for 
our inverted commas. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 65, 1, obs. 2. 

' Hemsterhuis translates it, " apparet moribua esse juvenem istum 
hand sane ahsurdis. Turn porro nihil est mirum, si divitiis auctns non 
ampUvs lenticula delectetur." Toup (Emendd. Suid. ii. p. 328) trans- 
lates it, " The young man loas very obliging." This I do net understand. 
For TiQ, see note on Aves, 924. 

' This can scarcely be the true reading. Kuster proposes ivu yt, 
*hich does not appear to be an Aristophanic form, ilirtp ye, the 
jonjecture of Dobree, seems bettor. 

' " HvavTa iiretrOieiv is omnim omnia opsoma edere ad panem.'' Beck, 
For the construction, cf vs. 1148. Nub. 860. Hermann, Vig. n. 219. 
K.on and Schafer on Greg. Cor. p. 146. 

' vtj Tui Still in the mouth of a woman always means Demeter mi 
Cora. 
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Old Wom. No, by Jupiter, but merely tlirougli a desire 
to hear my voice. 

Chk. Nay, rather, for the sake of getting something. 

Old Wom. And, by Jove, if he perceived me afflicted, he 
used to call me coaxingly his little duck and little dove. 

Chr. And then, perhaps, he used to ask' you for money 
for shoes. 

Old Wom. And when any one looked at me when riding 
in my carriage at the Great Mysteries, I was beaten on ac- 
count of this the whole day ; so very jealous was the young 
man.^ 

Chk. For he took pleasure, as it seems, in eating alone. 

Old Wom. And he said I had very beautiful' hands. 

Cur. Aye, whenever they offered twenty drachmae.* 

Oi.D Wom. And he said I smelt ^ sweet in my skin — 

Chr. Aye, like enough, by Jove, if you poured in Thasian* 
wine for him. 

Old Wom. And that I had a gentle and beautiful look.'' 

Chr. The man was no fool, but knew how to devour the' 
substance of a lustful old woman. 

Old Wom. In this therefore, O dear sir, the god does not 
act rightly, who professes to succour whoever happen to be 
wronged.* 

Chk. Why, what must he do ?* speak, and it shall be done 
immediately.'" 

Old Wom. It is just, by Jove, to compel him who has 

' " See Lucian, Dial. Meretr. xiv. T. iii. p. 320, 97." Porson. 

' Dobree compares Stobseus, x. p. 132, 22. 

' See Arnold's Greek Exercises, § 19. Cf. vs. 1022, infra. 

* Wherever the penult of this word is long Dindorf writes SapxM, 
as in this passage, and Vesp. 691, and Pax, 1201. Cf. Macho ap. 
Athen. xiii. p. 581, B. Plato, ibid. x. p. 442, A. Antiphanes, ibid, 
vii. p. 299, E. Philippides, ibid. vi. p. 230, C, 

' See note on Pax, 529. Dindorf reads o?£n/ /u. 

• Cf. Hermippus ap. Athen. i. p. 29, E. Ibid. cap. 51, 52. 
' Cf. Philetaerus ap. Athen. xiii. p. 559, A. 

' Dobree compares Isocr. Paneg. p. 51. Demosth. pro Rliod. p, 
113. Megalop. p. 121. For this use of dei, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § SO, 
8, obs. 9 ; § 50, 10, obs. 5. Hermann, Prsef. Suppl. p. ix. Blomf. 
Gloss. Prom. V. 973. Monk, Ale. 710. So tov ar^araybv ad, In- 
Bcript. Mtol. ap. Rose, " Greek Inscriptions," p. 35. 

" For this singular construction, see vs. 438, supra, and Krii{,'t'r'» 
important remarks, Gr. Gr. § 54, 2, obs. 4. Cf. Hermann, Vig. n. .08. 

'• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. i 53. 9, obs. S. Matth. Gr. Gr. 4 498 
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been benefited by me to benefit me in turn .- cr he deserrea 
to possess no blessing whatever. 

(jHE. Did he not then repay you every night ? 

Oi.D Woir. But he said he would never desert me while I 
lived. 

Che. Aye, rightly ; but now ' he thinks you no longer 
alive. 

Old Wom. For I am wasting away through grief, dear- 
est friend. 

Chr. No, but you have rotted away, as it appears'' to me. 

Old Wom. Indeed, then, you might draw me through a 
ring.^ 

Chr. Yes, if the ring were the hoop of a sieve. 

Old Wom. Well now, see ! here's the youth approaching,'' 
whom I have been accusing this long while ; and he seems to 
be going to a revel. 

Che. He appears so : at least he is certainly coming with 
a chaplet and a torch.* \^Enter a young man with a lighted 
torch in his hand and followed by a hand of revellers.'] 

You. I salute you. 

Old Wom. {to Chremylus). What says he ? 

YoTJ. My ancient sweetheart, by heaven, you have quicMy 
become gray. 

Old Wom. Unhappy me, for the insult with which'' I am 
insulted ! 

Che. He seems to have seen you after a long time. 

Old Wom. Since'' what time,'0 most audacious, who' was 
at my house yesterday ? 

' See note on Thesm. 646. 

» Cf. vs. 390. Nub. 1271. Ran. 615. Eccles. 1127. 

' Shakspeaie, Henry IV. part i. act ii. sc. 4, " When I was about 
thy years, Hal, I was not an eagle's talon in the waist ; I could have 
crept into any alderman's thumb-ring." 

• For this use of koJ pijv oSi to announce the coming of a new 
character on the stage, cf. Equit. 691. Eccles. 1128. Lys. 77. jEsch. 
Theb. 368. Soph. Ajax, 1168. Antig. 526, 626, 1257. Quart. Rev. 
vol. ix. p. 354. 

' Cf. Antiphanes ap. Athen. vi. p. 243, C, and ApoUodorus, ibid 
vii. p. 281, A. 

• See note on Aves, 143, and Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 3, obs. 2. See 
rIso note on Thesm. 835. 

' See Matthia, Gr. Gr. § 377, C. 

• For this use of the relative, cf. Ran. 487, 74P. 1058. Pax, 864. 
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Chr. Then he is affected in a manner opposite to mo-*< 
people ; lor, as it seems, he sees sharper when he's drunk. 

Oi-D WoM. No, but he is always saucy in his manners.' 

You. (holding the. torch close to her face). O Sea- Poseidon ■^ 
and ye elderly gods, how many wrinkles^ she has in her face ! 

Old Wom. Ah ! ah ! don't bring the torch near me ! 

CiiR. Upou my word she says rightly ; for if only a single 
spark catch her, it ivill burn her like an old harvest-wreath. 

You. Will you play with me for a'' while ? 

Old Wom. Where, wretch ? 

You. Here, having taken soma nuts. 

Old Wom. What game ? 

You. How many teeth* you have. 

Chk. Come, I also will have a guess ; for she has three, 
perhaps, or four. 

You. Pay up ! for she carries only one grinder. 

Old. Wom. Most audacious of men, you don't appear to me 
to be in your right senses, who make a wash -pot of me^ in the 
presence of so many men. 

Nub. 1226. Vesp. 487, 518, 558. Aves, 150, (.where the true read- 
ing is OQ ovK,) and Bernhardy, W. S. p. 293, and p. 139. 

' Another reading is role rpoiroij. For this see Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 118. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 46, 4, obs. J- , , 

- Hipponax ap. Athen. xv. p. 698, C, novaa fioi 'EipvfudovTidSta, 
TTiv TTovTOxdpv^Biv (rveiTf. " The young man swears by the old 
gods, and especially by Neptune, who was a veteran amongst the 
gods, and not a stripling, like Apollo and Bacchus." Droysen. 

' Thuc. vii. 36, i^irt^ r^c TixvttQ. Soph. Ajax, 314, iv Tif Trpayfia- 
Tos. .S^sch. Theb. 803, rjv Xa^waiv xSovof. Herod, vii. 170, ot tuiv 
aarSiv. Plato, Phaedr. p. 270, A., iraaai oaai iiiyaXai twv rtxnuv. 
See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 153. 

• " Aliqimjitisper." Brunch, fid xpovou is used in the same sense in 
Vesp. 1252, 1476. Lys. 904. Similarly Pax, 56, ^i' wjpas. (Cf. Ran. 
260. Pherecrates ap. Alhen. xiii. p. 612, A.) Thuc. ii. 4, hd vvktoq. 
Pax, 396, tid -iravTOQ del. (Cf. Soph. Ajax, 704.) Arist. flora, Fragm. 
i., Si iviavTov. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 235. More frequently, 
however, Sid j^povov means after a long time, after a long interval; as 
in vs. 1045, aupra. Pax, 570, 710. Eur. Iph. A. 627, ed. Hartung. 
See Hermann, Vig. n. 377, B. 

' As though he were going to play at odd or even. Plato, Euthyd. 
p. 194, C, diaia Ev^iStJuov biroaovQ oSovrag t'x"> *"' " Ei&iSiifiof; 
Quoaove ail. Cf. Lysias ap. Athen. xiii. p. 612, E. Aristot. Ehet. iii. 
p. 126, 15, ed. Sylburg. 

' "Du mich zur Waschbank deiner schlechten Witze machst?" 

Drciiien 
3 ii 
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You. Upon my word you'd be the better for it,' if one 
were to wash you clean. 

Chr. Certainly not, for now she is playing the cheat :2 but 
if this white-lead' shall be washed off, you'll see the wrinkles 
in her face quite plain. 

Old Wom. You don't appear ■• to me to be in your right 
senses, old man as you are. 

You. Perhaps, indfeed, he is tempting you, and is touchinf 
your breasts, fancying that he escapes my notice. 

Old Wom. No, by Venus, not mine, you abominable 
fellow. 

Chr. No, by Hecate, certainly not ! for I should be mad. 
But, young man, I won't suffer you to hate this girl. 

You. Nay, I love her beyond measure. 

Chr. And yet she accuses you. 

You. What does she accuse me of? 

Chr. She says that you are an insolent person, and that you 
tell her, " Once in olden time the Milesians were brave." 

You I will not quarrel with you about her. 

Chr. Why so?. 

You. Out of respect for your age ; for I would never have 
suffered another to do so ; but now go in peace, having taken 
the girl along with you. 

Chr. I know, I know your meaning ; perhaps you no 
longer deign to be with her. 

Old Wom. But who is there to permit him ?' 

Dobree refers to Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 58, 27. Toup, SuiJ. iii. p. 
101—103. 

' Cf. Nub. 1237. 

■* ^lian, V. H. 12, 1, ywaiKtjv KaTrrjXiKuiQ rt^ koXKu xpt^f^vuv- 

' Cf. Athenasus, xii. p. 528, F.; xiii. p. 557, F. ; p. 568, C. Shaks- 
peave, Timpn of Athens, act iv. sc. 3, " Paint till a horse may 
mire upon your face." 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 7, obs. 5. Elmsley, Med. vs. 487. 
Hermann, Opusc. iii. p. 200. To Hermann's examples add Soph. 
Colon. 1166. Trach. 586. Arist. Pax, 1051. 

5 "These words I think should be given to the old woman. She 
had been powerfully affected by the words oi/Ktr' iivai jiiT airris, 
therefore she hastily replies 'fiei-ine potest, ut quisquam permittat, ei 
fusttim putet, ne quid rei amplius ipsi pro solita consuetudine mecttm sii f * 
So strong does she think her claim upon the young man to be." 
Eemtterhuis. " Quis autem est permissurusf" Bmnck. "Who i« Ac, 
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You. I would not have to do ' with one who has been em- 
braced by thirteen'^ thousand years. 

Chr. But yet, since you thought proper to drink the wine 
you must also drink* up the dregs. 

You. But the dregs are altogether old and fusty. 

Chr. Then a straining-oloth Tiill cure all this. 

You. Come, go within ! for I wish to go and dedicate to 
the god these chaplets which I have on. 

OilD Wom. And I also wish to say something to him. 

You. But I will not go in. 

Chr. Be of good courage, don't be afraid ! for she shan't 
ravish you. 

You. Now you say very well : for I have been pitching her 
up long enough already.* 

Old Wom. Go in, and I'll enter after you. \_Exeunt Old 
Woman and Young Man.^ 

Chr. How forcibly, O King Jove, the old woman sticks to 
the youth like a limpet.^ \^Exit Chremyli<s.~\ 

Enter Mercury, toho knocks at the door, and then runs away, 
frightened at the noise he had made. 

Cario {from within). Who's that knocking^ at the door? 
\_Comes out and looks about.J What's this?^ It appears to 
be nobody. Then certainly the door shall suffer* for creaking 
without cause. [i?eftVe« again.^ 

who is to free to deliver me up f " fielding. " Wer denn ist mein Vor- 
mundhier?" Droysen. Cf. Pax, 881. Equit. 143. 

' Cf. Eccles. 890. Moeris, p. 131. Pollux, ii. 125; v. 92. 

' Person and Dobree would read airb, i. c 13,000 years ago. 
Which reading needs no refutation. 

' Sappho, Fragm. 102 (ed. Bergk), c Si KayaSoQ avTixa Kai icaXof 
laaiTai. Compare also Eccles. 495. Plato, Euthyph. p. 13, A. 
Horn. II. A. 81, 82. For this use of the plural of the verbal, see 
Acharn. 394. Nub. 727. Lys. 122, 411, 450. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 44, 
4, obs. 2. Kon, Greg. Cor. p. 130. 

* Cf. Pax, 354. 

' Cf. Vesp. 105. Athenaeus, iii. p. 86, B. 

" Moeris, p. 211, koittu Tr/v Sivpav l^wSev, \j/o^il Si i ivSoSriv, 'At- 
tikSic KpoTeX Si 'EWijvtewc. 

' See note on Vesp. 183. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. xXavaiau. It may, however, beren- ' 
dered, " Surelv then the door makes a noise and creaks withoiil 
cause " 

3 B 2 
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Mkh. {running out of his hiding-place). Cario! You, I say!' 
«top ! 

Ca. (coming out again). Hollo, you ! Tell me, did you 
knock at the door so violently? 

Mer. No, by Jove ; but I was a going to ; and then you 
anticipated me by opening it. Come, run quickly and call out 
your master, then his wife and children, then his servants, 
then the dog, then yourself, then the sow. 

Ca. Tell me, what's the matter ? 

Mer. Jupiter, you rascal, intends to mix you up in tlic 
same bowl and cast you all together into the Barathrum. 

Ca. The tongue ^ is given to the herald of these tidings. 
But on what account, pray, does he purpose to do this 
to us ? 

Mer. Because you have done the most dreadful of all 

/deeds. For since what time Plutus began to have the use of 

his eyes as before,^ no one any longer offers to us gods either* 

frankincense, or laurel, or barley-cake, or victim, or any thing 

else. 

Ca. No, by Jupiter, nor will he offer them. For you 
took bad care of us aforetime.^ 

Mer. And for the other gods I care less ; but I am undone, 
and am ruined. 

Ca. You're wise. 

Mer. For formerly I used to enjoy all good things in the 
female innkeepers' shops as soon as it was morning, wine- 
cake, honey, dried figs, as many as 'tis fitting that Mercury 

' See note on Aves, 406, and Quart. Rev. vol. ix. p. 360. 

^ " yiyvtrat = aTro^t^orat, tibi cedit." Dobrf-e. So twtyiyvErai, 
Oemosth. p. 947, 7. Many editions read rkfiverai, which has been 
adopted by Voss and Droysen in their translations. " The tongue 
of the victim used to be cut out as an offering to Mercury. Cario 
means that Mercury's own tongue should be cut out for his ill 
tidings." Voss. Cf. Pax, 1060. Aves, 1705. Athenseus, i. p. 16, B. 
Schol. on ApoU. R. i. 517. 

' Cf. vs. 866, 968, 1173. 

* See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 11, obs. 2, and cf. vss. 137, 138. 
Nub. 426. Aves, 979, 1134. Julian, Orat. vi. p. 195, B., ouk d^oXbv, 
ob Spaxfivv, oyK 0LKer7}v £x^^' dW ovSs fidt^av. Aristoph. Thettti^ 
phoriazusoB Secundce, Fragm. ii. Lemni<B, Fragm. x. 

' See Liddell's Lex. in voc. toti, i. 
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should eat : but now I go to bed hungry with my le^s ly- 
ing up.' ° 

Ca. Is it not then with justice, who sometimes^ caused 
their loss, although you enjoyed such good things. 

Mee. Ah me, miserable ! Ah me, for the ciieese-cake ' 
that was baked on the fourth day ! 

Ca. " You* long for the absent, and call in vain." 

Mer. Ah me for the ham which I used to devour ! 

Ca. Leap upon the bottle* there in the open air.'' 

Mee. And for the warm entrails which I used to devour ! 

Ca. a pain about your entrails seems to torture you.' 

Mee. Ah me, for the cup that was mixed ^ half-and-half ! 

Ca. You cannot be too quick in drinking this^ besides and 
running away. 

Mee. Would you assist your own friend in any way ? 

Ca. Yes ; if you want any of those things in which '° 1 am 
able to assist you. 

Mee. If you were to procure me a well-baked loaf and 
give it me to eat, and a huge ' ' piece of meat from the sacrifices 
you are oifering within. 

' Toup (Emend. Suid. i. p. 27) translates this, "But now I go to 
bed hungry and lie in a garret." Elmsley (on Ach. 599) approves of 
this translation of Toup's. "In my opinion the only correct view 
is that of Hemsterhuis ad Hesych. voc. ava^aSrjv." Bobree. 

" "Who allow them to be found out in their cheating." Di-oysen. 
See note vs. 1046, supra. 

' Cf. vs. 1128, 1132, and see note on Lys. 967. " The fourth day of 
every month was a festival of Mercury." Droyeen. 

* " This was uttered to Hercules by a voice from heaven, as he 
was vainly calling upon his Hylas." Voss. 

' See Smith's Dictionary of Antiquities in voc. 'AaxuiXia. Virgil, 
Geor. ii. 384. Here it is merely a paronomasia from the preceding 
OifiOL Kw\^g. 

' The notion of rest in this class of constructions is somewhat 
rare. See, however, Bernhardy, W. S. p. 264. 

' Cf. Thesm. 484. 

' See Atheneeus, x. c. 36. Archippus, ibid. x. p. 426, B. Aristo- 
phon, ibid. xi.p. 472, C. Strattis, ibid. xi. p. 473, C. Acharn. 354. 
Equit. 1187. 

' i. e. Tairt]v t^v iropSrjv, }jv vitropda. For the construction, see 
note on Eccles. 118. 

'" " o}v = iKeivwv &, si quo egea eormn in guibus." Fischer. See Pax. 
K9, 1279. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § r,\, 10, oba. 1. 

" Cf. Eur. Hippol. 1204. Kuster cites XoTrocvtan/c^ from Athenseu/ 
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Ca. But there is no carrying out.' 

Mer. And yet whenever you stole'' any little vessel from 
your master, I always used' to cause you to be undetected. 

Ca. On conditioh that you also shared yourself, you house- 
breaker. For a well-baked cake used to -come to you. 

Mer. And then you used to devour this yourself. 

Ca. For you had not an equal share* of the blows with me, 
whenever I was caught in any knavery. 

Mer. Don't bear malice,* if you have got possession ofV 
Phyle ; but, by the gods, receive me as a feUow-inmate. ' 

Ca. Then will you abandon the gods and stay here ? 

Mek. Yes ; for your condition is much better. 

Ca. How then? do you think desertion a fine thing ? 

Meb. Yes ; " for his country is every country, wherever a 
man is well off."^ 

Ca. What use then would you be to us, if you were here ? 

Mer. Post me beside the door as turnkey. 

Ca. As turnkey ? but we have no need of turns.^ 

Mer. As merchant,* then. 

Ca. But we are i-ich : what need then for us to maintain a 
huckstering Mercury? 

Mer. Well, as deceiver, then. 

Ca. As deceiver ? By no means. For we have no need 
of deception now, but of simple manners. 

Mer. As conductor, then. 

' " Bpt they must not he conveyed out." Fielding, Thesm. 472, 
toiiSeiii Uipopd \6yov. Euphron ap. Athen. ix. p. 380, A., ovk iiv 
ixtpopa Kpeujv t6t£. 

'- Cf. Thesm. 812. Vesp. 1201, and Mus. Crit. i. p. 522. See also 
note on Ran. 1228. ^ See note on vs. 982, supra. 

' See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 145. 

^ Referring to the amnesty passed by Thrasybulus after the 
occupation of Phyle. See Xenoph. Hell. ii. 4, 43. Andocides, 
Myst. p. 39, and p. 43. 

' " A verse of Euripides, — at all events of some tragedian, as 
Hemsterhuis remarks." Dobree. Cicer. Tusc. v. 37, "ratria est, 
ubicunque est bene." Ovid, Fast. I. 493, 

" Omne solum forti patria est, ut piscibus icquor." 
For the construction, see Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 
124. Hermann, Vig. Append, p. 756. 
' Cf. Eccles. ]026. Cf. Ach. 816. 
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Ca. But the god now has the use of his eyes ; so we shal! 
no longer want a conductor. 

Mer. Then I will be president of the games. And what 
further will you say ? For this is most convenient for Plntus, 
to celebrate musical and gymnastic' contests. 

Ca. What a good thing it is to have many^ surnamos ! for 
this fellow has found out a scant living for himself by thi» 
means. No wonder all the judges often seek eagerly to be 
inscribed in many letters.* 

Mer. Then shall I go in upon tliese terms ? 

Ca. Aye, and go yourself to the well and wash'' the pud- 
dings, that you may immediately be thought to be serviceable. 
[^Exeunt Mercury and Carlo.'] 

Priest of Jupiter (entering hastily). Who can tell me tor 
certain where Chremylus is ? \_Enter Chremyhis.] 

Chr. What is the matter, my good sir ? 

Priest. Why, what else but* bad? For since what time 
this Plutus began to have the use of his eyes, I perish with 
hunger. For I have nothing to eat ; and that too, though I am 
the priest ^ of Jupiter the Preserver. 

Chr. Oh ! by the gods, what is the cause ? 

Priest. No one deiffn.<« to sacnrice any longer. 

Chr. On what account r 

Priest. Because they are all rich. And yet, at that time, 
when they had nothing, the one, a merchant, used ' to come and 
sacrifice some victim for his safety ; and some other one, be- 
cause he had been acquitted on his trial ; and some other one 
used to sacrifice with favourable omens, and invite me too, the 
priest. But now not even a single person sacrifices any thing 
at all, or enters the temple, except it be more than a myriad to 
ease themselves. 

' Dobree cites Bekk. Anecd. i. p. iii. 18. Pollux, iii. 142. Plato, 
Menex. p. 249, B. ; Legg. p. 658, A. Thuc. iii. 104. 

= " Aristophanes laughs very prettily at the great luimber of 
lames which the god.i gave themselves, as if they took so many only 
to catch by the one what they could not catch by the other. Cal- 
limachus introduces Diana praying to Jupiter to suffer her to he al- 
ways a virgin, and to give her several names." Madame Dacier. 

' i. e. in many tickets. See Eccles. 683. ' Cf. Equit. 160. 

' Cf. Nub. 1495. Lysippus ap. Athen. iii. p. 124, D. Bernhardy, 
\V. S. p. 352. 

• Cf. Aves, 1516. ' See note "• vs. 982, supra. 
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Cn R. Do you not then receive your lawful share of these ? ' 

Pkiest. Therefore I also am resolved^ to bid farewell* to 
Jupiter the Preserver and stay here in this place.* 

CiiR. Be of good courage ! for it will be weU,^ if the god 
please. For*" Jupiter the Preserver is present here, having 
come of his own accord. 

Priest. Then you tell me all good news. 

Chr. We will therefore immediately establish — but^ slay 
here — Plutus where he was before established, always guard- 
ing the inner cell* of the goddess. But let some one give me 
out here^ lighted torches, that you may hold them and go be- 
fore the god. 

Priest. Yes, by all means we must do this. 

Che. Call Plutus out, some of you.'" \^Enter Old Woman.] 

Old Woji. But what am I to do ? 

Che. Take the pots with which we are to establish" the 
god, and carry them on your head in a stately manner, for you 
came yourself with a party-coloured dress on. 

Old Wom. But on what account I came ? 

Che. All shall be immediately done for you. For the 
young man shall come to you in the evening. 

Old Wom. Well, by Jove, if '^ indeed you promise me that 
he shall come to me, I'll carry tlie pots. [ Takes up the pots 
and puts them on her head.^ 

Che. (to the spectators). Well now, these pots act very 
differently from the other pots. For in the other pots the 

' " Twv a^oisvixaTiav." Scholiast. Cf. Thesm. 758. 

° See Liddell's Lexicon in voc. JokIu, ii. 2. 

' See Hermann, Vig. n. 206. Bachmann's Anecdot ii. 40, 19. 

< "Cf.Vesp. 765,766. Soph. Colon. 78. Eupolis ap. Stob. iv. p. 31. 
Solon, Fragm. xxviii. 11, ed. Gaisford." Dobree. Add Pax, 1269. 
Eur. Hippol. 112. Soph. Elect. 1456. Lobeck, Ajax, p. 206. Her- 
mann, Vig. ii. 206. Bachmann's Anecdot. i. p. 40. 

' See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 2, obs. 3. Cf. vs. 347, siipra. 

' See note on Eccles. 984. 

' " Wii- woUen sogleich ihn weihen — wart' ein wenig nur — 

Den Reichtnura, wo er ehedem geweihet stand." Droyaen. 
Chremylus savs this to stop the priest, who was hurrying away to " 
salute the deity. 

' See Bockh, Publ. Ec. ii. 189, and compare note on Thesm. 1040. 

» Cf. Ran. 871. 

'» Eur. Rhes. 68^, TraTt, ira'u wag rtf. Cf. Pax, 30}, 458, 510, 5H, 
«S. Aves, 1186, 1190, 1196. 

" Cf. Pax, 923. " See note on Equit. 1350. 
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scum ' is on tlie top ; but now the pots are on the top of this 
old woman. 

Cho. Therefore 'tis fitting that we delay no longer, but go 
back to the rear; for we must follow after these, singing.' 
iJExeunt omnes.'] 

He puns on the different significations of ypave, an old woman, 
siul the scum of a pot. Cf. Bekk. Anecd. i. p. 88, 8. 
' In the Lysistratd also he dismisses the Chorus singinif. 



THE END, 



SITPPLEMENTARI EMENDATIONS. 



AcHAEN. 430. This ought to have been translated, "1 
know a man, Telephus the Mysian." See Bernhardy, W. S. 
p. 51. 

ACHAEN. 951, irpoc TravTa avKOipavTjjv. The correct con- 
struction is that mentioned in the note on the passage. Sei 
/lote on Thesm. 532. 

Eqtjit. 1080. This ought to have been translated, "Hear 
the oracle which he ordered you to avoid, viz. Cyllene." 
KvXKrivriv is in apposition to ov ■)(^pr]afivv. See Bernhardy, W. 
S. p. 55. 

"Equit. 1376, a aT(i>nv\tirai, sie mbgen schwatzen bet 
Gelegenkeit." Bernhardy. 

Nub. 178, Zia^i]Triv \ajiwv. This ought to have been trans- 
lated, " Having taken it for a compass." See note on Plut. 
314. 

"Nub. 179, Ik Tijg TraXat'orpac BoifiartoT, dos zu denkende 
Gewand in der vorausgesetzen Paldstra." Bernhardy. 

Vbsp. 585. The correct ordo is, tiirovTeg rij dtaBr/icri fiaKpa 
icXasiv Tijv KEipaKifv, and t)]v K£(j)a\ijv is the Accusativus Ee- 
spectfts after KXaeiv, as I have rightly shown in the note on 
Plut. 612. For the gross error in the text, I was indebted to 
Bothe's edition, whose worthless book it was my good fortune 
to be without during the other plays. 

"Vesp. 933, KXtVrov TO XP^h"^ ravSpbe, der ganze Kerl ist 
Dieberei." Bernhardy. 

AvES, '3 ovK tS)v 6pvio>v ■biKoKoarvQ. This ought to have 
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been translated, " Philocrates of the poultry-market." See 
Bernhardy, W. S. p. 228, and note on Lys. 557. 

AvES, 293. "Zweideutig Aristophanes Av. 293, tTri \6<t>u)v 
oiKovaiv, mit Jiuschen." Bernhardy. 

Ayes, 652. The view of the construction taken in the note 
is remarkably confirmed by the following passage : Xenoph. 
Cyrop. ii. 1, 5, roue /.Uvroi'^XKrivag roue iv ry ' Aaiif. oiKovv- 
Taq oviiv tto) (Ta<pis Xt'yfrai, ti tVovrai. The accusative in both 
of these passages is an example of Accusativus de quo ; for 
which, see note on Plut. 33. 

AvES, 1406. The translation given in the text is undoubt- 
edly the only correct one. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 332. 

Lts. 391. The examples cited in the note are nihil ad rem. 
The position of the article shows that 6 /xi) upam is attribu- 
tive {= the rascally Demostrattts,) and cannot be taken as an 
imprecation. See Bernhardy, "W. S. p. 81, and p. 95. 

Thesm. 394, rac ovUv vyieQ. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 323. 

Ran. 207, jSarpax^"' KvKPwy. This ought to have been 
translated, "frog-swans" after the analogy of the construc- 
tions given in the note on Aves, 1154. Cf. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 
§ 57, 1, obs. 1. So Aves, 1059, mfiriXov afjvov, a camel-lamb. 
Ibid. 169, a) -^pw-oc opvie, a man-bird. See Bernhardy, W. 
S. p. 50. 

Ran. 251. Mr. Mitchell's interpretation is the only correct 
one. See Bernhardy, W. S. p. 25f?. 
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